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HE parliament; which was fummoned footic H A P, 
j ; ¢ XVIL, 

after the king’s acceffion, was both ele@ed and = YH 

aflembled in tranquillity ; and the great change, 


1377 


Gov 
from a fovereign of confummate wifdom and ex xperience ~ than 


ent dt Iring 


to a boy of shes en years of age, was not iminediately felt the mino- 
~ y rity 
Vou, III, B by 
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C H A P. by the people. The habits of order and obedience, which, 


XVI, 


~~ the barons had been taught during the long reign of Ed- 


1377+ 


ward, ftill influenced them; and the authority of the 
king’s three uncles, the dukes of Lancafter, York, and 
Glocefter, fufficed to reprefs, for a time, the turbulent 
fpirit, to which that order, in a weak reign, was fo often 
‘ubje&t. The dangerous ambition too of thefe princes 


themfelves was checked, by. the plain and undeniable title 


of Richard, by the declaration of it made in parliament, 


e Bffectionate regard, which the people bore to 

ry of his father, and which was naturally trans- 

> young fovereign upon the throne. The dif- 

ferent charaéters of thefe three princes rendered them alfo 
a counterpeize to each other ; and it was natural to ex- 
i ry dangerous defigns, which might be formed 
would meet with oppofition from the 

others.. Lancafter, whofe age and experience, and autho- 
rity under the late e him the afcendant among 
them; though his rity feemed not proof againft 
great temptations, was neither of an enterprizing fpirit, 
nor of a popular and engaging temper. York was indo- 


unactive, and of a flender capacity.  Glocefter was 
turbulent, bold, and being the. youngeft of 
r and authority of 
his elder brothers. “here appeared, therefore; no cir- 


fituation. of England, ‘which 


the family, was reftrained 
mealies ithe domettic 
cumftance in the domettic 


might endanger the public 


F peace, or give any immediate 
ehenfions to the lovers of their country. 
vr as Edward, though he had fixed the fucceffion to 
the crown, had taken no care to eftablifh a plan. of go- 
vernment during the minority ofthis grandfon ; it behov~ 
ed the parliament to fupply this defect; And tle houfe ot 
commons diftigpuifhed themfelves, by taking the lead on 
that occafiett. “This houfe, which had been. rifine to 
é . f c = 
confideration during the whole courfe of the late reien 
. = = ” 
= rm 5 © ac 3 r 7 
naturally received an acceflion of power during the mino- 


rity 5 
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rity; and as it was now becoming a fcene of bufinefs 5 CH APs 
the members chofe for the firft time a fpeaker, who Might = ey 
preferve order in their debates, and maintain thofe forms, 1377 
which are requifite in all numerous aflemblies. Peter de 

la Mare was the man pitched on; the fame perfon that 
had been imprifoned and detained in cuftody ‘by the late 
king for his freedom of {peech, in at tacking the miftrefs 
and the minifters of that prince. But thou this elec- 
tion difcovered a fpirit of liberty in the commons, and 
was followed by farther attacks both on thefe miatitea, 
and on Alice Bimoos » they were ftill too fenfible of their 
great inferiority, to affume at firft any immediate fhare in 
the adminiftration of government, or the care of the kino 


perfon. They were content to apply by petition to the 
lords for that purpofe, and defire them, both to appoint a 
council of nine, who might direé& the public bufinefs, 
and to chufe men of a virtuous life and cony erfation, who 


might infpect the conduct and education of the youne 
prince. ‘I'he lords complied with the firft part of this 
requeft,. and elected the bifhops of London, Carlifle, and 
Farsi the earls of Marche and Stafford, Sir Richard 
le Stafford, Sir Henry le Scr rope, Sir sole I 


ae 


and Sir Hugh Segrave, to whom they 


save author 
gave autno 


a year to condud the ordinary courfe “of bufin 


as. to the regulation of the king’s houfehold, th 


interpofing in an office, which, they faid, both was 


vidious in itfelf, and might prove dif. agreeable to his ma- 
jefty. 


‘THE commons, as they acquired more cour 


tured to proceed a ftep farther in their a Shek Aes They 
prefented a petition, in which they prayed the ans to 
check the prevailing cuftom a among the baron 


illegal confederacies, and fupporting each ae 
men of inferior rank, in the violations of 1: 


* Walfing. p. 150, b Rymet, yol. vii, p; 16% 
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CHAP. tice. “They received from the throne a general and art 
ng anfwer to this petition : But another pz rt of their 
yn, that all the great officers fhould, aise the 
king’s minority, be appointed by parliament, which feem- 
ed fo require the concurrence of the commons, as well as 
that of the upper houfe, in the nomination, was not com-~ 
plied with: The lords alone affumed the power of appoint- 
ing thefe. officers : The commons tacitly acquiefeed in 
their choice; and thought, se for the prefent, they 
had proceeded a fufficient ‘length, if they but advanced 
their pretenfions, though rejected, of interpofing in thefe 
inore important matters of ftate. 

On this foot then the government ftood.* The admi- 
fiftration was conducted entircly in the king’s name : No 


regency was exprefsly appointed: ‘The council and the 


reat officers, tamed by the peets, did their duty, each 


in his‘refpeétive department: And the whole fyftem was 


kept tog 


for fome \ ther, by the fecret authority of 


the kin: fally of the duke of Lancafter, 


yo Was In redlity the regent. 


THE parliament was diflolved, after the commons had 


reprefeite d the necefh ity of the Sper re-aflembled onc¢ 


every year, as appointed by law ; te after Bavinig: elected 


two citizens as rs, to receive and difburfe 


ry Gttaenthe 4 d tanthe ttt 
the praduce of two fifteenths and tenths, whieh they had 
voted to the crown. In the otlier parlfatnenits called dur= 


ing the minority, the commons fti]} difcover a ftrong 
eo 


fpirit of freedom and a fenfe of their own authority. 


Whicly, witkout ate? ativ diftutbance. tended re 
uicly, wi x any cilturbance, tertded to fe- 


id that of the ] 


Epw. 


:dfon involved in many dan= 
gerous war The pretenfions of the duke of Lancafte: 
th 


to the crown ee Caftile, made that kingdom fti Il pei fever 
, rmyele 


1 
oaingt Encland. Scotland, ‘hole ibis 


, 
Ma hoitilities Ms 


¢ Sce note [A] at the end of the volenie " 
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was now filled. by Robert Stuart, nephew to David 


Bruce, and» the firft prince of that family, maintained 
fuch clofe connections with France, that war with one 
crown almoft. inevitably produced hoftilities with the 


other. ~The Reena monarch, whofe 


had acquired him the firname of * 


baffled all the experience and valour of the two Edwards, 
was likely to prove a dangerous enemy to a minor king : 
But his genius, which was not naturally enterprizing, 
led him. not, at prefent, to give any difturbance to his 
neighbours ; and he laboured, befides, under many diffi- 
culties at home, which it was neceflary for him to fur- 
mount, before he could think of making conquefts in a 


bend 


foreign country. England was mafter of Calais, Bour- 
deaux, and Bayonne; had lately acquired pofleffion of 
Cherbourg, from the ceffion of the king of Navarre, and 
of Breft from that of the duke of Britanny¢; and hav- 
ing thus an eafy entrance into France from every quarter, 


was able, even in its prefent fituation, to give difturb- 
ance to his government... Before Charles could remove 
the Englifh from thefe important pofts, he died in’ the 
flower of his age, and left his kingdom to a miner fon, 


who bore the name of Charles VI, 


EANWHILE, the war with France was carried on in 
a manner fomewhat languid, and produced no enterprize 


f great luitre or renown. Sir Hugh C Calverley, who had 


> heads ed. a company of banditti in France, (for 
he, as well as Sir Robert Knolles, and many of the moit 


renowned commanders of Edward, ‘had once followed 


that difhonourable was. governor of Calais; 


and making an inroad into Picardy, mack a detachment 


* Rymer, vols vii, p, 199. © Walfing. 
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‘ without being able to perform any thing memorable; In 
a fubfequent year, the duke of Glocefter marched out of 
Calais with a bedy of 2000 cavalry, and 8000 infantry ; 

‘crupled not, with this {mall army, to enter into the 
heart of France, and to continue his ravages, through 
Picardy, Champaigne, the Brie, the Beaufle, the Gati- 
nois, the Orleanois, till he reached his allies in the pro- 
vince of Britanny'., The duke of Burgundy, at the head 
of a more confiderable army, came within fight of him ; 
but the French were fo over-awed by the former fuc- 
cefles of the Englifh, that no fuperiority of numbers 
could tempt them to venture a pitched battle with the 
troops of that nation. As the duke of Britanny, foon 
after the arrival of thefe fuccours, formed an accommo- 
dation with the court of France; this enterprize alfo 
proved in the iffue unfuccefsful, and made no durable 
imprefiion upon the enemy. 

“HE expences ©f thefe armaments, and the ufual want 
of ceconomy attending a minority, much exhaufted the 
Englifh treafury, and obliged the parliament, befides 
making fome alterations in the council, to impofe a new 
and extraordinary tax of three groats on every perfon, 


nale and female, above fifteen years of age ; and they or- 


ained, that, in levyi ng that tax, the opulent fhould re- 
lieve the poor by an equitable compenfation. ‘This 


impofition excited a mutiny, which. was fingular in its 


y abounds with examples, where 
the great tyrannize over the meaner fort : 


Cal) 


circumftances. Al] hiftor 


But here the 
committed the 
and took vengeance for 


nett populace rofe againft their rulers, 
moft cruel ravages upon them, 


all former opprefiions. 


‘THE faint dawnings of ‘the arts and of good govern- 


ment in that age, had excited the minds of the populace 
A 
3 


Froiffard, liv. 2, chap. co, cr, 


Walfing, DP. 239, 


Rise HH AGR YD i - 


in different ftates of Europe, to wifh for a better condi- © H A P. 
tion, and to murmur againft thofe chains, which the Wy 
Jaws, enacted by the haughty nobility and gentry, had fo +384. 
long impofed upon them. The commotions of the people 
in Flanders, the mutiny of the peafants in France, were 
the natural effects of this growing fpirit of independance ; 
and the report of thefe events, being brought into Eng- 
land, where perfonal flavery, as we learn from Froiffard :, 
was mote general than in any other country in Europe, 
had prepared the minds of the multitude for an infutrec- 
tion. One John Ball alfo, a feditious preacher, who 
affected low popularity, went about the country, and 
inculcated on his audience the principles of the firft origin 
of mankind from one common ftock, their equal right to 
liberty and to all the goods of nature, the tyranny of ar- 
tificial diftinétions, and the abufes which had arifen from 
the degradation of the more confiderable part of the fpe- 
cies, ne the aggrandizement of a few infolent rulers». 
Thefe dotrines, fo agreeable to the populace, and fo con- 
formable to the ideas of primitive equality, which are 
engraven in the hearts of all men, were greedily received 
by the multitude ; and fcattered the fparks of that fedi- 
tion, which the prefent tax raifed into a conflagration ', 

Tue impofition of three groats a head had been farmed Infurrees 

tions of the 

out to tax-gatherers in each county, who levied the mo- common 
ney on the people with rigour; and the claufe, of making eeonie? 
the rich eafe their poorer neighbours of fome fhare of the 
burden, being fo vague and undetermined, had doubtlefs 
occafioned many partialities, and made the people more 


% Liv. 2. chap, 74+ h Froiffard, liv. 2, chap. 74. Walfingham, 
Pp» 275- 

i There were two verfes at that time in the mouths of all the common 
people, which, in {pite of prejudice, one cannot but regard with fome degree 
of approbation : 

When Adam delv’d and Eve fpan, 
Where was then the gentleman ? 


B 4 fenfible 


8 
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CHA P. fenfible of the unequal lot, which fortune had affigned 


XVII, 


t——) them in the diftribution of a favours. ‘The firft difor- 


1331. 


U2th june, 


der was raifed by a black-fmith in a village of Effex. 


YY, 


ii 
at work; and they demanded payment for his daughter, 


‘ 


ne. tax-gatherers came to this man’s s fhop, while he was 


whom he afferted to be below the age affigned by the 


flatute.». One of thefe fellows offered to prod a very 


| contrary, and at the fame time 
laid hold of the maid : Which the father refentj ing, im- 
inediately knocked out the ruth in’s brains with his ham- 
ed the action — exclaim-~ 
ti u 

and to witieieaes” their native liberty. 
y imi nitly flew- to arms: The whole neighbour- 
hood joined in the fedition: ‘The flame fpread in an in- 
itant over the county: It foon propagated itfelf into 
that of Kent, of Hertford, Surrey, Suffex, Suffolk, Nor- 
folk, Cambridge, and Lincoln. Before the government 
had the leaft warning of the danger, the diforder had 
grown beyond controul or oppofition: The populace had 
jhaken of all regard to their former matters: And ee ing 

headed by the base au cst and criminal of thei 


rales 
ller, by which 


ney were fond of denoti: ag eee mean origin, they com- 
ted ey ery where the moft o utrageous violence on fuch 
the gentry or nobility as had the misfortune to 


to their hands. 


i HE mutinous pop 


lin- 


hundred 
under their 

fs of Wales, 
to Canter 
they infulted 
t among them, 


ioufand men, afiemblex 


mankind, 


cs 
forced 


fo continue her 
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journey, without attempting any farther injury !. 


fent a meflage to the king, whe 


Tower ; and they defired a conferen 


ard failed down the river in a t it purpofe; but 
on his app roaching the 
tumult and. infolence, 
that fortrefs™. ‘T} 


voured by th pee of 


city ; had burned the duke of Lancaf 


Savoy ; cut off the ie of all the gentlemen w 


laid hold of ; exprefled a pai 


icular animofity 
lawyers and attornies ; and ; f 
rich merchants". A great bo y of-them-quartered them- 
felves at Mile-end ; and the i; finding no defence in 


the Tower, which was weakly Cebit and ill fupplied 


with provifions; was obliged to go out to them, and afk 
their demands. “Chey ies a general pardon, the 


abolition of flavery, freedom of com: 


} va r4imnn nel c + line 
towus without toll or impoft, and a fixed rent on lands 

Bia i esr. 7 
inftead of the fervices due by villenage. hefe requefts, 


which, though extremely reafonable in themfelves, the 


nation was not fufficiently prepared to receive, and which 
it was dangerous to poise extorted by violence, were how- 
ever complied with; ers to that purpofe were granted 
them ; and this body immediately difperfed and returned to 


their feveral hom 


Durinc this tra 


had broken into the Tower ; had mur -deted Simon Sud- 


ion, another body” of the rebels 


ae the primate, and chancellor, with Sir Robért Hales, 


e treafurer, and fome other perfons of diftinGtion ; and 
SSiakeined their ravages in the city’. The king, pafting 
along Smithfield, very flenderly cuarded, met with Wat 

oS d / o 

- : . ™ ae .* 

$ Froiffard, liv. 2. chap, 74; m Jbid, chap. 7g. n Ibid, 
hap. 76. Walfingham, p. 248, 249, chap, 77 
P Wa fingham, Pe 250, 251. 
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© HAP. Tyler, at the head of thefe rioters, and entered into a 


xVil. 


bene, Conference with him. Tyler, having ordered his com- 


4382, 


panions to retire till he fhould give them a fignal, after 
which they were to murder all the company except the 
king himfelf, whom they were to detain prifoner, feared 
not to come into the midft of the royal retinue. He there 
behaved himfelf in fuch a manner, that Walworth, the 
mayor of London, not able to bear his infolence, drew 
his fword, and ftruck him fo violent a blow as brought 
him to the ground, where he was inftantly difpatched by 
others of the king’s train. ‘The mutineers, feeing their 
Jeader fall, prepared themfelves for revenge; and this 
whole company, with the king himfelf, had undoubtedly 
perifhed on the fpot, had it not been for an extraordinary 
prefence of mind, which Richard difcovered on this oc- 
eafion. He ordered his company to ftop; he advanced 
alone towards the enraged multitude ; and accofting them 
with an affable and intrepid countenance, he afked them, 
<¢ What is the meaning of this diforder, my good people? 
«< Are ye angry that ye have loft your leader? I am 
** your king: I will be your leader.” The popu- 
lace, overawed by his prefence, implicitly followed him : 
He led them out into the fields, to prevent any diforder 
which might have arifen by their continuing in the city : 
Being there joined by Sir Robert Knolles and a body of 
well armed veteran foldiers, who had been fecretly drawn 
together, he ftri¢tly prohibited that officer from falling 
on the rioters, and committing an undiftinguifhed flaugh- 
ter ‘upon them ; and he peaceably difmiffed them with 
the fame charters, which had been granted to their com- 
panions 2. Soon after, the nobility and gentry, hearing 
of the king’s danger, in which they were all involved, 
flocked to London, with their adherents and retainers ; 
and Richard took the field at the head of an army 40,000 


4 Froiffard, vol. ii, chap.77. Walfingham, p, 252, Knyghton, p. 2637. 


ftrong. 


Racooe ack pat ¥e 


ftrong *, It then behoved all the rebels to fubmit: Thec HAP 
charters of enfranchifement and pardon were revoked b Actin 
parliament ; the low people were reduced to the fame 1381 
flavith condition as before ; and feyeral of the ringleaders 
were feverely punifhed for the late diforders. Some were 
even executed without procefs or form of law *. It was 
pretended, that the intentions of the mutineers had been 
to feize the king’s perfon, to carry him through England 
at their head, to murder all the nobility, gentry, and 
lawyers, and even all the bifhops and priefts, except the 
mendicant friars; to difpatch afterwards the king him- 
felf ; and having thus reduced all to a level, to order the 
kingdom at their pleafuret. It is not impoffible, but 
many of them, in the delirium of their firft fuccefs, might 
have formed fuch projeéts : But of all the evils incident to 
human fociety, the infurre€tions of the populace, when 
not raifed and fupported by perfons of higher quality, are 
the leaft to be dreaded: The mifchiefs, confequent to 
an abolition of all rank and diftinétion, become fo great, 
that they are immediately felt, and foon bring affairs 
back to their former order and arrangement. 

A yourTH of fixteen, (which was at this time the 
king’s age) who had difcovered fo much courage, pre- 
fence of mind, and addrefs, and had fo dexteroufly eluded 
the violence of this tumult, raifed great expectations in the 
nation ; and it was natural to hope, that he would, in the 
courfe of his life, equal the glories, which had fo uni- 
formly attended his father and his grandfather, in all their 
undertakings. But in proportion as Richard advanced in 
years, thefe hopes vanifhed; and his want of capacity, 
at leaft of folid judgment, appeared in every enterprize, 
which he attempted. The Scots, fenfible of their own 
deficiency in cavalry, had applied to the regency of 
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* Walfingham, p. 267. S § Rich, II. cap, ult; as quoted in the 
obfervations on ancient ftatutes, p, 262, t Walfingham, p, 265. 


Charles 


CHA PeCharies VIL 5: and cae de Vienn 


Pec Fee er ] 
had been fent over with a body of 


vi yes ec SORIA EE BE Gk eRe rfions 
5 auppore to€im Im tneir inmcurinor 


er was now deemed by the king’s uncles fome- 


{ 
Viral 1 


erious ; and a numerous army of 60,000 men was 


marched into Scotland, with Richard him- 


head: of it. Phe Scots did not pretend to 


make refiftance acainft fo great a force : They abandoned 


without {cruple their country to be pillaged and deftroyed 


by the enemy: And’when de Vienne exprefled his fur- 


é . ° : ; : ee ath tid 
prize at this plan of operations, they told him, that all 


heir cattle was driven into the forefts and faftnefles ; that 


3 
| 
their houfes and other goods were of fall value; and 
that they well knew how to compenfate felves for 
ON ee ees = 
Migat iutiain in t SCty by 
fion into England. Accordingly, when 
entered Scotland by Berwic and the eaft coaft, 
| 


to the number of 30,000 men, attended by 


the French, entered the borders of England by the weft, 


and carrying: their ravages through Cumberland, Weft- 
moreland, and Lancafhire, colle&ted a rich booty, and | 


PELE z 22 hie : Re 
énen returned in tranquillity tO their own country. Rich- 


ard meanwhile advanced towards Edinburgh, and deftroy- 


1 ~ é 


iages on each fide of 


ed in a way all the towns and 


him: He reduced that city to afhes: He treated i the 


2 bo ] Tr 
fame manner, Perth, Du 


dee, and other places in the 


low countries ; but when he was advifed to march towards 


the weft coait, to await there the return of the enemy 


and to take revenge on them for their devaftations, his 
“Ace return to oland 
impatience to return to England, and enjoy his ufual plea- 


fures andam iufements, outweig 


he led back his arm yw nithout e 


mighty preparations. 


. Par 
mM tnaat 


=n lig Pare OH le © bop a gy ee Ry ae 4 Cc 
tory kind of war, to which "thes confined themfelves 
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treated their allies fo ill, that the French:returned home; C€ ae Ps 
much difsufted with the country, and withthe manners of ¢ 


its inhabitants*, And the Englith, though they regretted 135. 
the indolence and levity of their king, faw themfelves for 

the future fecured againft any dangerous invafion from 

that quarter. 


Bur it was fo material an intereft of the French court 138% 

te'wreft the fea-port towns from the hands of their ene- 

that they refolved to attempt it by fome other expe- 
— and found no means fo likely as an invafion of 
England itfelf. They collected a great fleet and army at 
Sluife; for the Flemings were now in alliance with them: 
All the nobility of France were engaged in this enter- 
prize: ‘The Englifh were kept in alarm :. Great prepara- 
tions were made for the reception of the invaders: And 
though the difperfion of the French fhips by a ftorm, and 
the taking of many of them by the Englith, before the 
embarkation. of the troops, freed. the kingdom ae the 


prefent danger, the king and council were fully fenfible 


wit, 


that this aaa fituation might every moment return 
upon them ¥, 


THERE were two circumftances chiefly, which en- 


Mrench at this time to think of fuch attempts. 
Ihe one was the abfence of the duke of Lancafter, who 
had carried into Spain the flower of the Enelith military 


ecution of his vain claim to the crown of 


enterprize, in which, after fome promifing 
1s finally difappointed ; The other was, the 
violent diffenfions and diferders, which had taken place in 


the olith covernment. 


fubjection, in-which Richard was held by his 


uncics, particularly by the duke of Glocefter, a 


prince of 
i 
“ Froiffard, liv, a, chap. 119, 150, &c,, liv, 3. chap. 52, Wa'fingham, 
ps 316, 317, w Froiffard, liv, 3s chap, 45; $3. Wa:fngham 
: ! 3 A ot ae & , 
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CH A P- ambition and genius, though it was not unfuitable to his 
Keene Years and flender Capacity, was extremely difagreeable to 


his violent temper; and he foon attempted to fhake off 
the yoke impofed upon him. Robert de Vere, earl of 
Oxford, a young man of a noble family, of an agree- 
able figure, but of diffolute manners, had acquired an 
entire afcendant over him; and governed him with an 
abfolute authority. The king fet fo little bounds to his 
affection, that he firft created his favourite marquis of Dub- 
lin, a title before unknown ih England, and then duke of 
Treland ; and transferred to him by patent, which was 
confirmed in parliament, the’entire fovereignty for life of 
that ifland*. He gave him in’ marriage his coufin-german, 
the daughter of Ingelram de Couci, earl of Bedford ; but 
foon after he permitted him to repudiate that lady, though 
of an unexceptionable charaéter, and to marry a foreign- 
er, a. Bohemian, with whom he had become enamoured ¢. 
Thefe public declarations of attachment turned the atten- 
tion of the whole court towards the favourite : All favours 
pafled through his hands: Accefs to the king could only 
be obtained by his mediation: And Richard 


I 


eemed to take 
as it enabled 
dignities this 


no pleafure in royal authority, but fo far 
him to load with favours and titles and 
object of his affections. 

THE jealoufy of power immediately produced an ani- 
mofity between the minion and his creatures on the one 
hand, and the princes of the blood and chief nobility on 
the other ; and the ufual complaints againft the infolence 

c eeeamiara Le enero f o- 4! 1 ys 2 : 
of favourites were loudly echoed, and greedily received, in. 
; - F the } NA; - = 
every part of the kingdom. Moubray earl of Nottine- 


ham, the marefchal, Fitz-Alan earl of Arundel, Piercy 

= 4 Tae} x? ) ? fn . ? = y 
earl of Northumberland, Montacute ear] of Salifbury, 
Beauchamp earl of Warwic, were all connected with each 


* Cotton, ps 3x0, 311. Cox's Hilt, of Ireland, p, 129, Walfingham, 
P> 324. Y Walfingham, p, 32 


320. 


3 other, 
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other, and with the princes, by friendfhip or alliance, C H A ®. 
XVII, 

and ftill more by their common antipathy to thofe who ._ ) 

had eclipfed them in the king’s favourand confidence. No 1386: 

longer kept in awe by the perfonal character of the prince, 

they {corned to fubmit to his minifters ; and the method, 

which they took to redrefs the grievance complained of, 

well-fuited the violence of that age, and proves the defj fpe- 

rate extremities, to which every oppofition was fure to 

be inftantly carried. 


MicHakL DE LA Porr, the prefent chancellor, and 
lately created earl of Suffolk, was the fon of an eminent 
merchant ; but had rifen by his abilities and valour dur- 
ing the wars of Edward IIT. had acquired the friendthip 
of that monarch, and was efteemed the perfon of greateft 
experience and capacity among thofe who were attached 
to the duke of Ireland and the king’s fecret council. 
The duke of Gloc ns who had the houfe of commons 
at his devotion, impelled them to exercife that power 
which they feem firft to have afflumed againft lord Lati- 
mer during the declining years of the late king ; and an 
impeachment againft the chancellor was carried up by 
them to the houfe of peers, which was no lefs at his de- 
votion. The king forefaw the tempetft preparing againft 
him and his minifters. After attempting in vain to roufe 
the Londoners to his defence, he withdrew from parlia- 
ment, and retired with his court to Eltham. The par- 
liament fent a deputation, inviting him to return, and 
threatening, that, if he perfifted in abfenting himfelf, 
they would immediately 


olve, and leave the nation, 
though at that time in imminent danger of a French in- 
vafion, without any fupport or fupply for its defence. At 
the fame time, a member was encouraged to call for the 
record, containing the parliame sntary depofition of Ed- 
ward IJ.; a Te intimation. of the fate, which Richard, 
if he continued refractory, had reafon to expect from 


them, 
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CHAP them. The king, finding himfelf unable to refift, was 


XVil. A nee, OR re{e 
Be a content to ftipulate, that, except finifhing the prefent 


t 


impeachment againft Suffolk, no attack fhould be made 
againft any other of his minifters ; and on that conditions 
ie returned to the parli lament *. 

NorHInG can prove more fully the innocence of Suf- 
folk, than the frivoloufnefs of the crimes, which his 
enemies, in the prefent plenitude of their power, thought 
proper to object againit him*. It was alledged, that be- 
ing chancellor, and obliged by his oath to confult the 
king’s profit, he had purchafed lands of the crown below 
their true value; that he had exchanged with the king 
a perpetual annuity of 400 marks a year, which he in- 
herited from his father, and which was affigned upon the 
cuftoms of the port of Hull, for lands of an equal in- 
come; that having obtained for his fon the priory of St. 
Anthony, which was formerly poffefled by a Frenchman, 
an enemy, and a {chifmatic, and a new prior being at 
the fame time named | by the pope; he had refufed to ad- 
mit this perfon, whofe title was not lecal, till he made a 
compofition with his fon,: and agreed to pay him a hun- 
dred pounds a year from the incoine of the benefice ; 
that he had purchafed, from one ‘T’ydeman of Li 
an old and forfeited annuity of fif fty pounds 
the crown, and had eng aged the king t 


mborch, 
a-year upon 
to admit that bad 
debt; and that, wheh éreated earl of Suffolk, he ha 
obtained a grant of 500 pounds a-year, to fuppoft the 
dignity of that title ®, Eveh tke proof of tl 


thefe articles 
> 


% See note [B] at the end of the volume. 
Knyghton, p. 2683. 


> Tt is probable that the earl of Suffolk wa 


* Cotton; p, 915. 


$ not rich, nor able to’ fopport 


: Bor his fathet, Michael de la 
Pole, thouph a great merchant, had*been ruined by 


the dignity without the bounty of the crown 


lending Money to the 
late king. - See Cotton, P- 194. We may remark that the dukes of Glo- 


ceftérand York, though vaft! y tich, received at the fame time cach of them 
a thoufand pounds a year, to fupport theix dignity, Ryme 


t, Vol, vii, p. q8tq 
Cotton, —p. 310. 


friy 


dlous 
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frivolous.as they are, was° found very def cient-u 
trial: It appeared, no 
from the crown while heWas chancel]c r 1 ¢hat all 1336, 


3 ana that ali f 


bargains of that kind were made before he wz 


to that dignity *. It is almoft needlefs to ie that = 
was condemned, notwithitanding his defence ; 3 and t 
he was deprived of his office: 


GLocesTeER and his affo 


that 


es obferved their ftipula- 
tion with the. king, and attacked no more 
fters: But they liate} 


of his mini- 
himfelf and his 


a 


royal dignity, and framed a 


r the model 


of thofe, which had been at r 


Nn attempte i almoit in -very reion 


fince that of Richard I. 


tended with extreme co 


which was ratified by p 1 of fourteen 


perfons was appointed, Ys faction, except 
Nevil, archbifhop of Y< 

transferred to thefe men for The king, 
who had now reached the twenty-firft year of his age, 
was in reality dethroned: The ariftocracy was rendered 
fupreme: And thouch the term of the commiffion was 
limited, it was eafy to as, that the i 


party were to render ; 


relgn power was 


J 


ntentions of the 


and. that power would 

ul, and that power woul] 
> and that pov r wouic 

with creat difficul Ity be ies from thofe fF 


to which it was once committed. Richar 
was obliged to ine: > He fi 
violence had extorted from 


i the commif 


entered 


a proteft, 
thftanding his 


be deemed entire and unimpaired ¢. the 


uire@ *, the new commifiion- 


crown, notwi 


ers, without regarding this declaration, 
exercife of their authority. 


proceeded to the 


© Cotton, Pp. 315. 


iI. chap.i, 


Vou. III, Cc ‘3 
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c a P. Tue king, thus difpoffefled of royal power, was foon 
wanw ‘fenfible of the contempt, into which he was fallen. His 
e 1387 favourites and minifters, who were as yet allowed to re- 
ivil come EB “i : ree 
motions, Main about his perfon, failed not to aggravate the inj ury, 


which, without any demerit on his part, had been offer- 
ed to him. And his eager temper was of itfelf fufficiently 
inclined to feek the means, both of recovering his autho-= 
rity and of revenging himfelf on thofe who lad invaded 
it. As the houfe of commons appeared now of fome 
weight in the conftitution, he fecretly tried fome expedi- 
ents for procuring a favourable election: He founded 
fome of the theriffs, who, being at that time both the 
returning officers, and magiftrates of great power in the 
counties, had naturally confiderable influence in elec« 
tions f. But as moft of them had been appointed by his 
— either during his minority, or during the courfé 
f the prefent commiffion, he found them in general 
averfe to his enterprize. The fentiments and inclinations 
of the judges were more favourable to him. He met at 
Nottingham Sir Robert Trefilian, chief juftice of the 
King’s Bench, Sir Robert Belknappe, chief juftice of the 
Common Pleas, Sir John Cary, chief baron of 
chequer, Holt, .Fulthorpe, and Bourg, 


the: Exs 
inferior juftices, 


and Lockton, ferjeant at law; and he propofed to them 


fome queries, which thefe lawyers cither from the influ- 
ence of his authority or of reafon, 


made no fcruple of 
aniwering in the way he defired. They declared, that 


the late comtiiffion was derogatory to the royalty and 


prerogative of the king; that thofe who procured it, or 
advifed the king to confent to it, were punifhable with 


death ; that thofe who neceffitated and compelled him 


were guilty of treafon ; that thofe were equally criminal 


f In the preamble to 5 Henry IV. cap. vil. 


it is implied, that the theriffs 


houfe of fommons, not only in 


in a Manner appointed the members of the 


this 


nigat, but in many others, 


whe 


who fhould perfevere in maintaining it; 

the right of diffolving parliaments when 
the parliament, wine mR fits, muft proceed f 
King’s bufinels 5 ar 
confent impeach any of his minifters and juc 
according to our prefent ftri&t maxims with re 


iat that aflembly cann 


d ty Ca 


and the royal prerogative, all thefe determinations, 
the two laft, ap 


leges of the commons, particularly that of 


pear juftifiable: And as the o 


oO 


were hitherto new, and fupported by few prec 


want not plaufible reafons to juftify th 


/ 
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judges. They figned therefore their anfwer to the ki 


queries before the archbif fhops of York and Dublin 


bifhops of Durham, Chichefter, and Bangor, 


of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, and two othe 
lors of inferior quality. 

THE duke of Glo : 
intelligence of this fecret confultation, one. 


2 b | 
and his adherents 


rally very much alarmed at it. ‘They faw t 
tentions ; and they deterr 


ined to prevent 
f them. As foon as he came to London, which, they 
1 2. 1 o 


knew, was well aa to their party, they fecretly 


aflembled their forces, and appeared in arms at H: 


park, near eae with a power, which Richard and 
his minifters were not able to refit. They fent him a 


meflage by the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the 


Total, Cobham, and Devereux, and demanded, that t 
perfons who had feduced him by their pernicious counfel, 


and were traitors both ¢ 


be delivered up tothem. A few « ays after, 


in his prefence, armed and attended with armed fo 


and they accufed by name e archbifhop of York, the 
duke of ee the earl Suffolk, Sir Robert Trefi- 
lian, and Sir Nicholas aa Ry as public and dangerous 


& Knyghton, p, 2694. Ypod. Neuf. p. 541. 
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C HA P.enemies to the flate, They threw down their gauntlets 


XVII. 


1383. 
34 Fe cba 


Expulfion or vengeance on all their enemi 
execution of 


5 and fierc ely offered to maintain the truth 


The perfons accufed, and all 


rs, had withdrawn or conceal- 


of their charge 


the other obnoxious mini 


ed themfelves. 
Tue duke of Ireland fled to Chefhire, and levied fome 


forces, with which he advanced to relieve the king from 


the violence of the nobles. Glocefter encountered him 
in Oxfordfhire with much fuperior forces ; routed him, 


difperfed his followers, and obliged him to fly into the 
Low-Countries, where died in exile a few years after. 
The lords then appeared at London with an army of 
40,000 men; and having 


e king to fummon a 
parliament, which was entirely at their devotion, they 
had full power, by obferving a few le 


ee to take 


t peers, men 


t 


at any 


theking’s whofe combined power was able at any time to fhake the 


minifters, 


throne, the duke of Glocefter, i apa uncle ; the 
earl of Derby, fon of the duke of Lancafter ; the earl of 
Arundel ; the earl of Warwic, and the earl of Notting- 
ham, mare fchal 


— 


of England, 


entered before the parliament 
an accufation or appeal, as’ it was uinit the five 


ed before the 


counfellors, whom they had alre 


king. ‘The parliament, who ought to have been judges, 


were not afhamed to impofe an ar on “all their mem- 
bers, by which they bound ther ein 2s to liy 


ve and die with 


Gis lords appellants, and to defend them againft all oppo- 
dition with their lives and fortunes 5, 
PHE other proceedings were well fuited to the vio- 


lence and i iniquit ty of the times. A 


rge, confifting of 
by the appellants : 
rs, except Sir Nicho- 
waft 4 ° 

reit were cited to an- 
the houfe of 


thirty-nine arti 


les, 


and as none of the a 


hee’ Brera Sareea ie, en era Re 
las Brembre, was in cuftody. th 


oO 


¢ liinon their chien 
iwer; ana upon their abfent 


i 3 t avleslcins 


peers, 


moe AMR ee OTE 21 


peers, after a very fhort interval, without hearing a wit-C he P, 
/ = v e 


nefs, without examining a faét, or deliberating on one zy 
point of law, declared them guilty of high treafon. Sir 1388 
Nicholas Brembre, who was produced in court, had the 
appearance, and no more than the appearance, of a trial : 

The peers, though they were not by law his proper 
judges, pronounced, in a very fummary manner, fentence 
of death upon him; and he was executed, together with 
Sir Robert Trefilian, who had been difcovered and taken 
in the interval. 

Ir would be tedious to recite the whole charge deli- 
vered in againft the five counfellors ; which is to be met 
with in feveral colleCtions ', It is fufficient to obferve in 
general, that, if we reafon upon the fuppofition, which 
is the true one, that the royal prerogative was invaded by 
the commiffion extorted by the duke of Glocefter and his 
affociates, and that the king’s perfon was afterwards de- 
tained in cuftody by rebels, many of the articles will ap- 
pear, not only to imply no crime in the duke of Ireland 
and the minifters, but to afcribe to them actions, which 
were laudable, and which they were bound by their alle- 
giance to perform. The few articles, impeaching the 
conduct of thefe minifters before that commiffion, which 
fubverted the conftitution, and annihilated ail juftice and 
legal authority, are vague and general ; fuch as their en- 


grofling the king’s favour, keepi barons at a diftance 


from him, obtaining unreafonable grants for themfelves 
or their creatures, and diffipating the public treafure y 
ufelefs expences. No violence is objeted to them; no 
particular illegal aét*; no breach of any ftatute; and 
their adminiftration may therefore be concluded to have 
been fo far innocent and inoffenfive. All the diforders 


i Knyghton, p. 2715. Tyrrel, vol. iii. part 2. p. 919, from the records, 
Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. i. p, 414. 
* Sce note [C] at the end of the volume, 
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rom any violation of 


1 1 eS 
1€ ses or any eatin facial tyranny ; but merely from a 
; : St ar eae 
rivalfhip of power, which the duke of Glocefter, and the 
great nobility, agreeably to the genius of the times, car- 


ried to the ut 


soft extremity againft their Opponent, 


| aie te 
witnout any rega ard to re 


Bur thefe were not the only deeds of violence com- 
the party. All the other 
opinions at Not- 
) death, and were, as a grace 

ugh they leaded the 


f the king’s mini- 


fters as Beauchamp of Holt, Sir 


i) 


James Berners, and John Balifhucy: were alfo tried and 
condemned ‘for high treafon; merely becaufe they had 
r 


attempted to defeat the late commiffion: But the life of 
the latter was fpared. “The fate of Sir Simon Burley was 


ntleman was ads beloyed for his 


himfelf by many ho- 


surable actions reated knight of the garter, and 


1or to Richard, by the choice 
an 


late king and of the Black Prince: He had attended 


his mafter from the earlieft infancy of that prince, and had 
ever remained extremely < tached to him: Yet all thefe 
| Id not fave lim from falling a victim 
nee nf 
CU. 


S execution, more than 
all the others, made a deep impreffion on Richard’s mind: 
His queen too (for he was already married, to the fifter of 
the emperor Winceflaus, g of Bohemia) interefted her- 


felf in behalf of Burley : She remained three hours on her 


x 
¥: 


k At leaft this isthe c ter given of him by Froiffard, liv, 2..who knew 


3 a very different charaéter of him3 
nate and 


him perfonally ; Walfi 


but he is a writer fomewhat partial; and the choice made of 
7 


this gentleman by Edward IIT, and the Black Prince for the education of 


tet rec th haraCter civ ] Ty: 
Richard, makes the character given him by Freiffard, much more probable, 


knees 
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knees before the duke of Glocefter, pleading for that gen- C LK. P, 
tleman’s life ; but though fhe was become extremely po- Wy 
pular by her amiable qualities, which had acquired her 138% 
the appellation of the good queen Ann; her petition was 
fternly rejected by the inexorable tyrant, 

THE parliament concluded this violent fcene by a de- 
¢laration, that none of the articles, decided on thefe trials 
to be treafon, fhould ever afterwards be drawn into pre- 
cedent by the judges, who were {till to confider the fta- 
tute of the twenty-fifth of Edward as the rule of their 
decifions. The houfe of lords feém not at that time to 
have kriown or acknowledged the principle, that they 
themfelves were bound, in their judicial capacity, to fol- 
low the rules, which they, in conjunction with the king 
and commens, had eftablifhed in their legiflative *. It 
was alfo enacted, that every one fhould fwear to the per- 
petual maintenance and fupport of the forfeitures and at- 
tainders, and of all the other a¢ts paffed during this par- 
liament. The archbifhop of Canterbury added the penalty 
of excommunication, as a farther fecurity to thefe violent 
tranfactions. 


Ir might naturally be expeéted, that the king, being 
reduced to fuch flavery by the combination of the princes 
and chief nobility, and having appeared fo unable to de- 
fend his fervants from the cruel effects of their refent- 
ment, would long remain in fubjection to them ; and 
never would recover the royal power, without the moft 
violent ftruggles and convulfions: But the event proved 
contrary. In lefs than a twelvyemonth, Richard, who 
was in his twenty-third year, declared in council, that, 
as he had now attained the full age, which entitled him 
to govern by his own authority his kingdom and houfe- 
hold, he refolved to exercife his right of fovereignty ; 


1389. 


* See note [D] at the end of the volume, 
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c pt P. and when no one ventured to contradi@t fo reafonable an 
W—— intention, he deprived Fitz-Alan archbifhop of Canter- 
3389. bury of the dignity of cha 
office on William of Wickh 


the bifhop of Hereford w 


or, and beftowed that high 
n, bifhop of Winchefter ; 


laced from the office of 
treafurer, the earl of Arundel from that of admiral; even 
the duke of Gloc 


moved foi 


the earl of Warwic were re- 


And no. oppo- 


fition was made to thefe 


The hiftory of 


this reign is 


ed on ; ex- 


cept where it is fupported- by And it is 


former proceed- 


le, who foot 


which he had re- 


led to his uncles ! 


ad fo much rea- 
fon to complain: He never attem ted to recal from 
banifhment the duke of ireland, whom he f 


noxious to them: He confirmed by Pp 


general pardon, which the 


nt had pafled 


tions of the people, by 
J 
4 


a ink j= 
sy) Which had been 
granted him; a remarkable, and almoft 


tion of the government to its natural ftate 
: AEs latural = 
re PS an Interv of eich reare hint raed 
there pafles an interval of cight years, which affords not 
‘ ms ; 
many remarkable events. ‘The duke of Lancafter re 


1 Dugdale, vol. jig p, 170, 


turned 


RiI-C H A-R-D~ TL, 25 


turned from Spain; having refigned to his rival all pre- C Use) P. 
AY 
e upon payment of a lar; (es | 


r ied “his daughter, Phi- 1389. 
king of Portugal. ‘The Biichortey of this 


tenfions to the crown of Cat 


fum of money™, and 
lippa, to the 

prince ferved to coun sieceaignes that of the duke of Glo- 
cefter, and fecur we e power of Richard, who paid great 
court to his eldett sale by whom he had never been 
offended, and whom he found more moderate in his tem- 


per than the younger. He made a ceffion to himfor life 


of the dutthy of Guienne®, which the inclinations and 


changeable humouryof the Gafcons had reftored to the 
Englifh government ; but as they remonftrated loudly 


againtt this deed, it was finally, with the duke’s 


fent, 
‘There happened an incident, 


which produced a diffention between Lancafter and his 


revoked by Richard °: 


two brothers. A the death of the Spani ith pr incefs, he 
efpoufed Catharine Swineford, daughter of .a parte 
knight of Hainault, by whofe alliance, York and Glo- 
cefter thoug i 
But tl 


a charter of legitimation to the c 


nity of their family much injured ; 
} 


gratified his uncle by pafling in parliament 


ildren whom that lady 


had born him before marri 


and by creating the eldeft 


v 


ear] of Somerfet ? 


ile, which Richard had inherited 
with his crown, ftill continued ; though interrupted, by 
frequent truces, according. to the practice of that age, 


£ 


‘THE wars, meanv 


and conducted with little vigour, by reafon of the weak- 


nefs of all parties. ‘Che French war was fearcely heard 
of; the tranquillity of the northern borders was s only in- 
terrupted by one inroad of the Scots, which proceeded 


more from a rival 


1ip between the two martial families of 


Piercy and Doug 


28, than from any national quarrel: A 


fierce battle or {kirmifh was fought at Otterborne 4, in 


m Knyghton, p. 2677, W 
vol, vii. p. 659, ° 
Walfingham, p. 352, 


ham, p. 342, n Rymer, 
Ibid. p,-687, P Cotton, p, 365+ 

4 rth Avguft, 1488, 
which 
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‘which young Piercy, firnamed & lot{pur, from his impe= 


—,—.) uous valour, was taken prifoner, and Douglas flain; 


and the victory remained undecided *. Some infurrec= 


tions of the Lith obliged the ki: ig to make an ex ‘pedition 


into that country, which he reduced to obe dience ; and 


he recovered, in fome e degree, by this enterprize, his cha- 


racter of courage, which had fuffered a little by the in- 
activity of his rei 


en. At laft, the Englifh and French 
courts began to think in earneft of a |: 
found it fo difficult to agjat their oppofi 
that they were content to eft 


ng peace ; but 


e pretenfions, 


ablifh a truce of twenty-five 
years *: Breft and Cherbourg were reftor ed, tl 
o> 3 


to the duke of Britanny, the latter to 


CO 


ne former. 


g of Nas 


varre: Both parties were left in pofleffion of all the oth 


places which they held at the 


truce: And to render the amit 


more durah 


time of conc luding ‘ie 


y between the two crowns 
le, Richard, who was now a wide 


ower, was 
affianced to Ifabella, the dauc ghter of Charles‘, This 


princefs was only feven years of age; but = 


to fo unequal a match, chiefly that he 
himfelf by this alliance, 
uncles and the incurable 
ftancy of his barons. 
Tue adminiftration of the king, though it was not, 
in this interval, fullied by any unpopular act, except the 
feizing of the charter of London 


» which was foon after 
cliaied: tended not much to corroborate his authority’; 
and his perfonal character brought him 


ng agreed 
rht fortify 
rizes of his 
turbulency as well 


mi 


againft the enter; 


as incon= 


into contempt, 
even while his public government appeared, in a good mea- 
fure, unexceptionable, Indolent, expenfive, addiGed ta 
low pleafures ; he fpent his whc Je time in feaftine and 
jollity, and diffipated, in idle fhow, < 


or in bounties to- fas 
yourites of no reputation, that rey 


fenue which. the people 


Froiffard, liv. 3. chap. 124, 125, 126, Walfingham 
5 Rymer, vol. vii. p, 820. 
" Ibid. p. 727. Waifingham, Ps 


r 


» Pr 355+ 


t Ibid, Pp Sr, 


4/7, 
Te 


expected 


RobL.c: H AR Dy otk ay 


expected, to fee him employ in enterprizes dire&ted toC HAP. 
ms aAVii, 
ae 


public honour and advantage. He forgot his rank by ad- Se alll 
itting men to his familiarity; and he was not fen- 1396 


acquaintance with the qualities. of his 
mind was not able to imprefs them with the refpect, 
which he neglected to preferve from his bith and ftation. 
The earls of Kent and Huntingdon, his. half brothers, 
were his chief confidents and favourites; and though he 
never devoted himfelf to them with fo profufe an affec- 
tion as that with which he had formerly been attached to 
the duke of Ireland, it was eafy for men to fee, that every 
grace pafied through their hands, and that the king had 
rendered himfelf a mere cypher in the government. The 
fmall regard, which the public bore to his perfon, difpofed 
them to murmur againft his adminiftration, and to receive 
with greedy ears every complaint, which the difcontented 
or ambitious grandees fuggefted to them. 


GLocesTER foon perceived the adyantages, which this 1397. 
diffolute condu& gave him; and finding, that both re- ape 
fentment and jealoufy on the part of his nephew ftill pre- Gloceiter. 
yented him from acquiring any afcendant over that prince, 
he determined to cultivate his popularity with the nation, 
and to revenge himfelf on thofe who eclipfed him in fa- 
vour and authority. He feldom appeared at court or in 
council: He never declared his opinion but in order to 
difapprove of the meafures embraced by the king and 
his favourites: And he courted the friendfhip of every 
man, whom difappointment or private refentment had 
rendered an enemy to the adminiftration. The long 
truce with France was unpopular with the Englifh, who 
breathed nothing but war againft that hoftile nation ; and 
Glocefter took care to encourage all the vulgar preju- 
dices, which prevailed on this fubje&. Forgetting the 
misfortunes, which attended the Englifh arms during the 


later 


28 
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1 


ater years of Edward ; lke made an invidious comparifon 


—,,—..) between the glories of that reign and the inactivity of the 


4397+ 


prefent, and he lamented that Richard fhould have dege- 
nerated fo much from th 


oic virtues by which his father 


PY w “A 
and his grandfather were dif 


fhed. The military 


men were inflamed with a defire of war, when they heard 
him talk of the § 


ries formerly obtained, and of 


] ie 5 i. . > 
the; ealy prey whi be 


> 
of French riches 
] 


5 r agi ey ae a ae 
by the fupérior valour of the Ene] 


The populace rea- 


dily embraced the fame fentiments: And all meh €x 


lat this prince 


counfels were fo much 


] swage the trp {tinnor 
» Was the true lupp 


n 1 j 
in honour, and 


cial wisiken He rie . Mtoe = C 
princely extraction, his Hes, HS hich ofiice of 
5 

Any 


ble”; all 


a little affifted by 


his want of court+favour, him a mighty authority ia 
the kingdom, and rendered him formidable to Richard 
and his minifters. 

FROIsSARD *, a 


2 iter and very impar- 


tial, but whofe cr ired by his want 
of exaétnefs in m ; bes to the duke of 
Glocefter more defperate views 


ch as were totally 
rovernment and domef i 
lity-of the nation. Accordino t¢ 
pofed to his nephew, Roo 

whom Richard had decla; 


immediate pofleffion 


} 
2 
incompatible with the 


ic tranquil- 
1 


y 


his fucceflor, to cive him 


of the throne, by the depofition of a 
prince, fo unworthy of 


Wier atta ek es } 
power and authority : And when 


fPaxo Jacline ' Jattela } ‘s 
Mortimer declined this Project, he refolved to make a 


partition of the kingdom between 
thers, and the earl of Arundel; 


me 


pofiefs Richard of the crown. T 


himfelf, “his two bro- 


ES 


and entirely to dif. 
he king it is faid, being 
informed of thefe defigns, faw; that cither his own ruin 


* Rymer, vol, vii. ps 152» 


R USGt AER DD 


blow, to prevent the execution of fuch deftruCtive 
eo Sd 


projects, id 


is certain, that Glocefter, by his own 
confeffion, had often afteéted to {peak contemptuoufly of 
the king’s perfon and government ; had deliberated con- 
cerning the lawfulnefs of throwing off allegiance to him; 
and even born part ina fecret conference, where his de- 
pofition was propofed and talked of, and determined ¥ ; 


But it is reafonable to think, that his {chemes were not 


fo far advanced as to make him think of putting them im- 


mediately in execution. The danger, probably, was ftill 


for the fecurity of government. 

Burr whatever opinion we may form of the d anger arifin 
from Glocefter’s confpiracies, his averfion to the French 
truce and alliance was public and avowed ; and that court, 
which had now a great influence over the king, pufhed 
him to provide for his own fafety, by punifhing the trai- 
terous defigns of his uncle: THe refentment avaintt his 


former acts of violence revived ; the fenfe of his refrac- 
tory and uncompliant behaviour was ftill recent; and a 
man, whofe ambition had once ufurped royal authority, 
and who had murdered. all the faithful fervants of the 
king, was thought capable, on a favourable opportunity, 
The king 
precipitate temper admitted of no deliberation: He or- 


Prize 


of renewing the fame criminal ente 


dered Glocef 


ter to be unexpectedly arrefted ; to be hurried 
hs & 
Kl 


on board a ch was lying in the river; and to be 


carried over to Calais, where alone, by reafon of his nume- 


Y Cotton, p. 378. Tyrrel, vol. iii, part 2. p. 
liamentary Hiftory, vol, i. p. 473..-That t 


violence, may be entirely.de 


obtained wi 
brought it over from Calais, was tried on that ac unt, and acquitted in the 


lent, - His ac~ 


firft parliament of Henry IV. when Glocefter’s party was preva 


quittal, notwithftanding inecence, May even appear marvellous, confider- 


Sce Cotton, p. 393. 


rous 


w that of Glocefter was inevitable ; and he refolved, by C H A P. 
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c Bua rous partizans, he could fafely be detained in cuftody * 


wu, The earls of Arundel and Warwic were feized at the 
1397+ fame time: he malcontents, fo fuddenly deprived of 
their leaders, were aftonifhed, and overawed: And the 


1 


concurrence of the dukes of Lancafter and York in thofe 


meafures, together with the earls of Derby and Rutland; 


fail 


the fons of thefe princes *, bereaved them of all pofibility 


of refiftance. “ 


A PARLIAMENT was immedia 


jth Sept. minfter; and the kine doubted not to fi 


vs | 
+f x7] 
1c W 


-  ftill more the commons, very complia 


‘This houfe had’ in a former parlia 


tha rate 
the preicent 


fuppreffion of Glocefter’s party made him ftill more af- 
fured of a favourable election. As a farther expedient 
for that purpofe, he is alfo faid to have employed the in= 
fluence of the theriffs ; a practice which; though not uns 
ufual, gave umbrage, but which the eftablithed authority 
of that aflembly rendered afterwards ftill more familiar to 
the nation. Accordingly, the parliament pafied whatever 
acts the king was pleafed to dictate to them >: They ans 
nulled for ever the commiffion which ufurped upon the 
royal authority, and declared it treafonable to attempt, in 
any future period, the revival of any fimilar commifiion®? 
‘They abrogated all the a's, which attainted the king’s 
minifters, and which that parliament who paffed them, 
and the whole nation, had fworn inviola ly to maintain : 
And they declared the general pardon then granted to be 
invalid, as extorted by force, and never ratified by the 
free confent of the king. Though Richard, after he ree 


fumed the government, and lay no longer under conftraint, 


% Froiffard, liv. 4. chap.90. ‘Walfing. p, 354. a Rymer 
vol. viii. p. 7. * See note [E] at the end of the volume, 

b The nobles brought numerous retainers with them to givet 
as we are told by Wafingham, p. 354. The king had only a few Chefhire 
men fer his guard, © Statutes at large, 23 Richard II, 


hem fecurity, 


had 


Ritico#- AR Bx it at 


liad voluntarily, by proclamation, confirmed that general © Ea Pe 
indemnity ; this circumftance feemed not, in sind Svea CS 
to merit any Confideration. Even a particular pardon 1397+ 
granted fix years after to the catl of at was an- 

nulled by parliament ; on pretence, that it had been pro- 

cured by furprize, and that the king v was not then fully 
acquainted with the degree of guilt incurred by that no- 

bleman. 

THE commons then entered an impeachment z acaintt 
Fitz-Alan, archbifhop of Canterbury, and_ brother ‘to 
Arundel, and accufed him for his concurrence jn pro= 
curing the illegal RS and in attainting the |] king’s 
minifters, The primate pleaded guilty; but as he was 
protected by the ecclefiaftical privileges, the king was 
fatisfied with a fentence, which banibied him the die 
dom, and fequeftered his temporalities ¢, An appeal or 
accufation was prefented againft the duke of Glocefter, 
and the earls of Arundel and W arwic, by the earls of 
Rutland, Kent, Huntingdon, Somerfet, Salifbury, and 
Nottingham, together with the lords Spencer ay Scrope, 
and they were accufed of the fame crimes which had been 
imputed to the archbifhop, as well as of their appearance 
againft the king in a hoftile manner at Haringay- -park, 
The earl of Arundel, who was brought to the bar, wifely 
confined all his ielbiec to the pleading of both the gene- 
ral and particular pardon of the king ; but his plea being 

ver-ruled, he was condemned, and executed. The 
earl of Warwic, who was alfo convicted of high treafon, 
was, on account of his fubmiffive behaviour, pardoned as 
to his life, but doomed to perpetual banifhment in the Ifle 
of Man. No new aéts of treafon were imputed to either 
of thefe noblemen. The only crimes, for-which they 
were condemned, were the old attem; pts againft the crown, 
which feemed to be obli terated, both by the diftance of 
2 Cotton, p. 368, © Ibid. p. 377, Froifferd, Ly, 4 chap, 990, 
Walfing. p, 3540 
3 time, 
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time, and by repeated pardons®. The reafons of this 


.—--—— method of proceeding, it is difficult to conjecture. The 


1397 


Murder of 


the duke of 


Glocefiers 


recent confpiracies of Giocefter feem certain from his own 
- + bd “7 sates A 
confeffion: But, perhaps, the | id miniftry had not, 


at that time, in their hands, any { 


fatisfactory pease of their 
reality ; perhaps, it was difficult to convict Arundel and 


WwW arwic, of any participation in th perhaps, an en- 
quiry into thefe confpiracies would have involved, in the 
guilt fome of thofe great noblemen, who now concurred 
with the crown, and whom it was neceflary to cover from 
all imputation; or perhaps, the king, according to the 
genius of that age rent about maintaining 
even the appearance of law and equity, and was only 


G 


> Was indi 
v9 

folicitous by any means to enfure fuccefs in thefe profe- 

cutions. This point, y others in ancient hif= 

tory, we are obliged to leay gether undetermined. 


M tela gover- 
nor of Calais, to bring over the duke of Glocefter, in 
order to his trial; but the governor returned for anf{wer, 
that the duke had died { fuddenly 


A WARRANT was iffued to the 


of an apoplexy in that 


fortrefs. Nothing could be more fulpicio from the 
time, than the circumftances of that prince’s death; It 
became immediately the general opinion, that he was 
murdered by orders from his nephew : In the fubfequent 


reign undoubted Bi were produce: 


he had pret fuffoc 


‘liament, that 


and-execution of fo popu 
tion, might prove both 
taken this bafe method of 


near a rela- 
is, had 


na. onde’ weavasten : 
yines and, as, ie fancied, 


Both parties, in 
ve had-no- farther 
pon. their adverfaries ; 


concealing, his re\ 
&> 

their fucceflive trium) 
concern than that of reta thiati: 1g U 


£ Tyrrel, vol. ili, part. 2. p, 


Ps 399) 400 


63. from the reco 
gS. from the records, & Cotton, 
P 


Dugdale, vol, ii, 


and 
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and neither of them were aware, that, by imitating, they C H A P, 


XVII. 
indireétly juftified, as far as it lay in their power, “all the, es 
illegal violence of the oppofite party, 1397s 


Tuts feffion concluded with the creation or advaiice- 
ment of feveral peers: The carl of Derby was made duke 
of Hereford ; the earl of Ritland, duke of Albemarle ; 
the earl of Kent, duke of Surrey; the earl of Hunting~ 
don, duke of Exeter; the earl of Nottingham, duke of 
Norfolk ; the earl of Somerfet, marquis of Dorfet ; lord 
Spencer, earl of Glocefter ; Ralph Nevil, earl of Weft- 
moreland ; Thomas Piercy, earl of Wercefter ; William 
Scrope, earl of Wiltfhire*, The parliament, after a 
feffion of twelve days, was adjourned to Shrewfbu ry. 
The king, before the departure of the members, exacted 
from hate, an oath for the perpetual maintenance and efta= 
blifhment of all their a&ts ; an oath, fimilar to that which 
had formerly been required by the duke of Glocefter and 
his party, and which had already proved fo vain and 
fruitlefs. 


Boru king and parliament met iit the fame difpofitions — 1398, 
at Shrewfbury. So anxious was Richard for the ecurity on 
of thefe acts, that he obliged the lords and commons to 
fwear anew to them on the crofs of Canterbury; and 
he foon after procured a bull from the pope, by which 
they were, as he imagined, perpetually fecured and efta: 
blifhed *. The parliament, on the other h: and, conferred 
on him for life the duties on wool, wool-fe 


ae | 
Ils, and lea« 


3 ¢ 
ther, and g granted him befides, a fubfidy of one tenth and 
j 
s 


a half, and one fifteenth and a half. T} hey alfo reverfe: 


1 


the attainder of Trefilian and the other judges ; and with 


declared the an+ 


the approbation of the prefent jud 


f{wers, for which thefe magiftrates had been impeached, 


» Cottons p. 370, 391, i Ibid. p, 371, k Walfing, 


Vou, III, D to 


C. HAP. 
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to be juft and legal!: And they carried fo far their re« 
trofpect as to reverfe, on the petition of lord Spencer, 
earl of sueeone the attainder een againft the 


Spencers in the reign of Edward II™ The ancient 


hiftory i Engl 
efi : 1 twovenients ee 
rery thing is in fluctuation and movement: One fac 


oa 
iVCTY 
ly undoing what was eftablifhed by an- 


is nothing but a catalogue of reverfals : 


tion is continual 
other: And the multiplied oaths, which each party 


ted for the fecurity of the prefent acts, betray a per- 

confcioufnefs of their inftability. 

Tue parliament, before they were diffolved, eleéted a 

committee of twelve lords and fix commoners ", whom 

they invefted with the whole. power both of lords and 
1s, and endowed with full authority to finith all 

which had been laid before the houfes, and 


which they had not had leifure to bring to a conclufion ° 


This was an unufual conc ae and though it was li 
mited in the object, might, either immediately or as a 


precedent, have proved dangerous to the conftitution: 


But the caufe of that extraordinary meafure was an event 
fincular and unexy which engaged the attention of 


‘liament. 

» the deftruction of the duke of Glocefter and’ 
ye heads of that party, a mifunderftanding broke out 
e thofe noblemen, who had joined in the profecu- 
tion; and the king wanted either authority fufficient to 
afe it, or foref ficht to prevent it. - The duke of Here- 


appeared in parliament, and accufed the duke of Nor- 


1 Statutes 
The 


Albemarle, 


21 Rich. II. m Cotton, p. 972 


s of the commiffioners were the dukes of Lancafler, York, 


rey, and Exeter, the marquis of Dorfet, the earls of March, 
Northumberland, Glocefter, Winchefter, a Wiltthire, John 
y Green, John Ruffel, Robert Teyne, Henry Chelmefwike, 


Py ~ ho 5 
is to be remarked, that the duke of Lancafler always 
concurred with the reft in all their proce 


Bs, even in the banishment of 


s fo much co mp. ned of, 


A Or Se A oe ED II, 


folk of having fpoken to him, in private, many flanderous 
words of the king, and of having imputed to that prince 
an intention of fubverting and deftroying many of his 
principal nobility ?. Norfolk denied the charge, gave 
Hereford the lie, and offered to prove his own innocence by 
duel, The challenge was accepted: The time and place 
of combat were appointed: And as the event of this im- 
portant trial by arms might require the interpofition of 
legiflative authority, the parliament thought it more fuit- 
able to delegate their power to a committee, than to pro- 
long the feffion beyond the ufual time which euftom and 
general convenience had prefcribed to it 4, 

THE duke of Hereford was certainly very little delicate 
in the point of honour, when he revealed a private con- 
verfation to the ruin of the perfon who had entrufted 
him ; and we may thence be more inclined to believe the 
duke of Norfolk’s denial, than the other’s afleveration, 
But Norfolk had in thefe tranfactions betrayed an equal 
neglect of honour, which brings him entirely on a level 
with his antagonift. ‘Though he had publickly joined 
with the duke of Glocefter and that party in all the for- 
mer acts of violence againft the king; and his name 
ftands among the appellants who accufed the duke of Lre- 
land and the other minifters: Yet was he not afhamed 
publicly to impeach his former aflociates for the very 
crimes, which he had concurred with them in commit- 
ting; and his name encreafes the lift of thofe appellants 
who brought them to a trial. Such were the principles 
and practices of thofe ancient knights and barons during 
the prevalence of the ariftocratical government, and the 
reign of chivalry. 

P Cotton, p. 372. Parliamentary hiflory, vol. i. p. 490, 

@ Inthe fir year of Henry VI. when the authority of parliament was 
great, and when that affembly could leaft be fufpeéted of lying under vio- 


lence, a like conceffion was made to the privy council from like motives of 


conve 


ence, See Cotton, p. 564. 


D2 THE 


36 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


CHAP. ‘Tue lifts for this decifion of truth and right were ap- 


trae; pointed at Coventry before the king: All the nobility of 
2398 d bandied into parties, and adhered either to the 


as held in 


e or the other: The whole nation w 


fufpence with regard to the eve! ut when the two 


che , accoutered for the com- 
d, to prevent both the prefent ef- 
le blood, and the future confequences 
the quarrel. By the advice and authority of the parli- 
amentary commiffioners, he ftopped the duel; and to 
fhow his impartiality, he ordered, by the fame authority, 


to leave the kingdom * ; a afligning one 


both the ¢ orb: ata 
country for the place of Norfolk’s exile, which he declar- 
ed el ac another for that of Hereford, which he 


Jimited to ten years. 


ORD was a man of ereat prudence and command 


of temper; and he behaved himfelf with fo much fub- 


tniffion in thefe delicate circumftances, that the king, be- 
fore his departure, promifed to fhorten the term of his 
exile four years; and he alfo granted him letters patent, 
by which he was empowered, in cafe any inheritance 
fhould in the interval accrue to him, to enter immedi- 
ately in pofleffion, and to poftpone the doing of homage 
till his return. 


Banifhment “THE weaknefs and fluctuation of Richard’s counfels 
of Henry 
duke of | @Ppear no where more evident than in the conduét of this 


Hereford, No fooner had Hereford left the kinedom, than 


sear tea thie case aoe : . 
the king’s jealoufy of the power and riches of that family 
revive s and he was fenfible, that, by Glocefter’s death, 
he had only removed a counterpoize to the Lancaftrian 
intereft, which was now become formidable to his crown 


informed, that Hereford had entered 


Ee D.: 
and kingdom. Being 


into a treaty of mar: riage with the dauchter of the duke of 


Berry, uncle to the French king, he determined to pre- 


Walfingham, 456. 
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extend the intereft of his coufin into foreign countries; Rn 


vent the finifhing of an alliance, which would fo much 


and he fent over the earl of Salifbury to With a2 1309« 


commiffion for that purpofe. The death of the duke of 34 Feb. 
Lancafter, which happened foon after, called upon him 


to take new refolutions with regard to that opulent fuc- 


ceffion. ‘The prefent dul confequence of the ki 


patent, defired to be put i 


rifdictions of his father : 


r the hands of a man, whom he 


ed, applied to the patliamentary commiffioners, and 
perfuaded them, that this affair was bu 
that bufinefs which the parliament 


he revoked his letters 


had him condemned as a traitor, “ary i 
that truft to his mafters. A moft ex 
power! even though the king chang a bi dap of the 


t of banifhment. 


attorney, the penalty of death 
Henry, the new duke of Paes had caine. by 


» the efteem of the public; and 


his condu& and abiliti 
having ferved with diftinétion againft the infidels in Li- 


he had joined to his other ae thofe of ae! 


; which have at all times a great influ- 


our, 


over mankind, and were, during “thofe ages, the 


in eftimation'. He was conneéted 


f the principal nobility by blood, alliance, or 


with moft 
friendfhip ; and as the injury, done him by the king, 


¢ 


in its confequences affect all of them, he eafil 
qu > 


brought them, by a fenfe of common intereft; to take part 


in his refentment, ane People, who muft have an ob- 


Tyrrel, vol, ili, part 2. p. 991, from the records, t Walfing- 
ham, p. 3 


D 3 which 


Return of 
Henry. 


4th July. 
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which they could love or revere, and who were even dif- 
gufted with many parts of his conduct *, eafily transfer- 
red to Henry that attachment, which the death of the 
duke of Glocefter had left without any fixed direction. 
His misfortunes were lamented; the injuftice, which he 

ad fuffered, was complained of; and all men turned 
their eyes towards him, as the only perfon that could re+ 
trieve the loft honour of the nation, or redrefs the fuppofed 
abufes in the government. 

Wuite fuch were the difpofitions of the people, Ri- 
chard had the imprudence to embark for Ireland, in order 
to revenge the death of his coufin, Roger earl of Marche, 
the prefumptive heir of the crown, who had lately been 
flain in a fkirmifh by the natives; and he thereby left 
the kingdom of England open to the attempts of his pro- 
voked and ambitious enemy. Henry, embarking at 
Nantz with a retinue of fixty perfons, among whom 
were the archbifhop of Canterbury and the young earl of 
Arundel, nephew to that prelate, landed at Ravenfpur in 
Yorkfhire ; and was immediately joined by the earls of 
Northumberland and Weftmoreland, two of the moft po- 
tent barons in England. He here took a folemn oath, 
that he had no other purpofe in this invafion, than to re- 
cover the dutchy of Lancafter, unjuftly detained from 
him ; and he invited all his friends in England, and all 
lovers of their country, to fecond him in this reafonable 
and moderate pretenfion, Every place was in commo- 
tion: ‘The malcontents in all quarters flew to arms; 


ut He levied fines upon thofe who had ten years before joined the duke of 
Glocefter and his party: They were obliged to pay him money, before he 
would allow Abbart ty enjoy gs benefit of the indemnity; and in the articles 
of charge againft him, it is afferted, that the payment of one fine did not fuf- 
fice. It is indeed likely, that his minifters would abufe the power put into 
their hands; and this grievance extended to very many people. Hiftoriang 
agree in reprefenting this practice as a great oppreffion, See Otterburne, 
Pp 199- 
London 
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London difcovered the ftrongeft fymptoms of ‘its difpofi- , 
: : XVI 


tion to mutiny and rebellion: And Henry’s army, en- __ 
creafing on every day’s march, foon amounted tothe num- 1399 


ber of 60,000 combatants. 
Tue duke of York was left guardian of the realm ; 


place to which his birth intitled him, but which both his 


General in- 


flender abilities, and his natural connexions with the 
duke of Lancafter, rendered him utterly incapable of 
filling in fuch a dangerous emergency. ‘Such of the chief 
nobility, as were attached to the crown, and could either 
have feconded the guardian’s good intentions, or have 
overawed his infidelity, had attended the king into Ireland ; 
and the efforts of Richard’s friends: were every where 
of 
York, however, appointed the rendezvous of his forces 
at St. Albans, and foon affembled an army of 40,000 


more feeble than thofe of his enemies. “The duke 


men; but found them entirely deftitute of zeal and at- 
tachment to the royal caufe, and more — to join 


the party of the rebels. - He hearkened therefore very 
dily to a meflage from Henry, who custeaniatl him ‘not to 
oppofe a loyal and humble fupplicant in the recovery. of 
his legal patrimony ; and the guardian even declared pub- 
licly that he would fecond his nephew in fo reafonable a 
requeft. His army embraced with acclamations the fame 
meafures ; and the duke of Lancafter, reinforced by them, 
was now entirely mafter of the kingdom. He: haftened 
to Briftol, into which fome of the king’s minifters had 
thrown themfelves; and foon obliging that place to fur- 
render, he yielded to the popular wifhes, and without 
giving them a trial, ordered the ea url of Wiiltfhire, Sir 
John Buffy, and Sir Henry Green, whom he there took 
prifoners, to be led to immediate execution. 

Tue king, receiving intelligence of this invafion and 
infurre€tion, haftened over from Ireland, and lan Jed i 
Milford Haven with a body. of 20,000 men: But even 


D4 ~ this 


40 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


CH A P. this army, fo much inferior to the enemy, was either 


XVIL. 


——— overawed by the general combination of the kingdom, or 


1309. 


feized with the fame fpirit of difaffeétion : and they gradu- 


1 


ally deferted him, till he found that he had not above 
6000 men, who followed his ftandard. It appeared, 


therefore, neceflary to retire fecretly from this fmall body, 


which ferved only to expofe him to danger ; and he fled 
to the ifle of Anglefea, where he purpofed to embark ei- 


j 


ther for Ireland or France, and there await the favourable 
opportunities, which the return of his fubjects to a fenfe 
of duty, or their future difcontents againft the duke of 
Lancafter, would probably afford him. Henry, fenfible 
of this danger, fent to him the earl of Northumberland 


with the ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty and fubmiffion ; 


and that nobleman, by treachery and falfe oaths, made 


himfelf mafter of the king’s perfon, and carried him to 
his enemy at Flint Caftle.. Richard was conducted to 
London, by the duke of Lancafter, who was there re- 
ceived with the acclamations of the mutinous populace. 
It is pretended, that the recorder met him on the road; 
and in the name of the city, entreated him, for the pub- 
lic fafety, to put Richard-to death, with all his adherents 
who were prifoners ¥ ; but the duke prudently determined 
to make many others participate in his guilt, before he 


would proceed to thofe extremities, For this purpofe, 


king’s name, and ap- 
aatotethmeiaickA: ; : lj 
pointed the immediate meeting of a parliament at Wefts 
minfter. 

SucH of the peers, as were moft devoted t 
were either fled or imprifoned 3 and 
among the barons, dared 


he iffued writs of eleGtion in the 


er 
o the king, 
no opponents, even 
tn «a RA 8 a ng. , + 

‘O appear againft Henry, amidft 
that fcene of Outrage and violence, whicl 


1 commonly at- 
tends revolutions, more efpecial 


ly in England during thofe 

pn : : 

It is alfo eafy to imagine, that a houfe of 
W Walling, 


cS) commons, 


turbulent ages. 
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commons, elected during this univerfal ferment, and this C ee P. 
: Re Po ex RS 
triumph of the Lancaftrian party, would be extremely ward 
attached to that caufe, and ready to fecond every fug- 13599 4 


an oe | 


geition of their leaders. That order, being as yet of too 
little w eight to ftem the torrent, was always carried along 
with it, and ferved only to encreafe the violence, which 
the public intereft required it fhould endeavour to con- 
troul, ‘The duke of Lancatter therefore, fenfible that he oe 
would be entirely mafter, began to carry his views to a 
crown itfelf; and he deliberated with his partizans con- 
cerning the moft proper means of effecting his daring 
purpofe. He firft extorted a refignation from Richard * ; 
but as he knew, that this deed would plainly appear the 
refult of force and fear, he alfo propofed, notwithftand- 28th Sept. 
ing the danger of the precedent to himfelf and his pofte- 
y, to have him folemnly depofed in parliament for his 
pretended tyranny and mifcondu@. A charge, confifting 
of thirty-three articles, was accordingly drawn up againft 
him, and prefented to that aflembly ¥. 

Ie we examine thefe articles, which are exprefled with 
extreme acrimony againft Richard, we fhall find, that, 
except fome rafh fpeeches which are imputed to him 2, 
and of whofe reality, as they are faid to have pafled in 
private converfation, we may reafonably entertain fome 
doubt ; the chief amount of the charge is contained in 
his violent conduct during the two laft years of his reign, 
and naturally divides itfelf into two principal heads. The 
fwrft and moft confiderable is the revenge, which he took 
on the princes and great barons, who had formerly ufurp- 
ed, and ftill perfevered in controuling and threatening, his 
authority; the fecond is the violation of the laws and 
general privileges of his people. But the former, how- 


ever irregular in many of its circumftances, was fully 


ing 


rit 


rea 


x Knyghton, p. 27244. Otterburne, p, 232. y Tyrre), vol. iii, 
part 2. p, yo008, from the records, Kuyghton, p, 2746, Otterburne, 
Pe 214. % Art, 16, 26, 

fupported 
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fupported by authority of parliament, and was but a copy 


t—,—.) of the violence, which the princes and barons themfelves, 


33990 


during their former triumph, had exercifed againft him 
and his party. The detention of Lancafter’s eftate was, 
properly fpeaking, a revocation, by parliamentary autho- 
rity, of a grace, which the king himfelf had formerly 
granted him. ‘The murder of Glocefter (for the fecret 
execution, however merited, of that prince, certainly de- 
ferves this appellation) was a private deed, formed not 
any precedent, and implied not any ufurped or arbitrary 
power of the crown, which could juftly give umbrage to 
the people. It really proceeded from a defe& of power 
in the king, rather than from his ambition; and proves, 
that, inftead of being dangerous to the conftitution, he 
poflefled not even the authority neceflary for the execu- 
tion of the laws. 

CONCERNING the fecond head of accufation, as it 
moftly confifts of general facts, was framed by Richard’s 
inveterate enemies, and was never allowed to be anfwered 
by him or his friends ; it is more difficult to form a judg- 
ment. The greateft part of thefe grievances, imputed to 
Richard, feems to be the exertion of arbitrary preroga- 
tives ; fuch as the difpenfing power’, levying purvey- 
ance », employing the marfhal’s court *, extorting loans *, 
granting protections from law-fuits° ; prerogatives, which, 
though often complained of, had often been exercifed by 
his predeceffors, and {till continued to be fo by his fuc- 
ceflors. But whether his irregular acts of this kind were 
more frequent, and injudicious, and violent than ufual, 
or were only laid hold of and more exa 


ggerated, by the 
Peet ich the weaknefs ; . bc 
factions, to which the weaknefs of his reign had given 


birth, we are not able at this diftance to 


determine with 
certainty. ‘There is however 


one circumftance, in which 


a Art, 13, 17, 18, b Arts 22¢ 


¢ Art. 27 
a Art. 14, ¢ Art, 16, 


his 
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his conduct is vifibly different from that of his grand- CH A Ps 


XVII. 


father: Heis not accufed of having impofed one at rbitrary Wenr 
Y end, 


ax, without confent of parliament,’ during his whole 
reign : Scarcely a year pafled during the reign of Ed- 
ward, which was free from complaints with regard to this 
dangerous exertion of authority. But, perhaps, the af- 
cendant, which Edward had acquired over his people, to- 
gether with his great prudence, enabled him to make a 
ufe very advantageous to his fubjeéts of this and other 
arbitrary pibrapatives, and rendered them a fmaller grie= 


vance in his hands, than a Jefs abfolute authority in thofe 


of his grandfon. This is a “kee which it would be rafh 
for us to decide pofitively on eithe fide; but itis certain, 


that a charge, drawn up by the ise of Lancafter, and 
aflented to by a parliament, fituated in thefe circum~ 
ftances, forms no manner of prefumption with regard to 
the unufual irregularity or violence of the king’s conduct 
in this particular ® g, 

WHEN the charge againft Richard was prefented to the 
parliament, though it was liable, almoft in every article, 
to objections, it was not canvafled, nor examined, nor 
difputed in either houfe, and feemed to be received with 
univerfal approbation. One man alone, the bifhop of 
Carlifle, had the courage, amidft this general difloyalty 
and violence, to appear in defence of his unhappy matter, 
and to plead his caufe againft all the power of the prevail- 
ing party. Though fome topics, employed by that vir- 
fuous prelate, may feem to favour too much the doétrine 


f We learn from Cotton, p. 362, that the king, by his chancellor, told 
the commons, tbat they were funderly bound to him, and namely be [cleering 


to charge them with fifteens, the which be meant no more to ¢ barge 
them in bis own perfon, Thefe words no more allude to the praétice of his 
predeceflors: He had not himfelf impofed any arbitrary taxes : Even the parli- 
ament, in the articles of his depofition, though they complain of heavy 
taxes, affirm not, that they were impofed illegally ®t by arbitrary will. 


& See note [¥] at the end of the volume, 
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greater, and which woul 
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CH A P. of paflive obedience, and to make too large a facrifice of 
: yee ere 
heonyp~nw the rights of mankind; he was naturally pufhed into that 


extreme by his hic: nce of the prefent licentious fac- 


tions ; and fuch i intrepidity, as well as difintereftednefs of 


behaviour, proves, that, whatever his {peculative principles 


vere, his heart was elevated far above the meannefs and 
abje&t fubmiffion of a flave. He reprefented to the parli- 
ament, that all the abufes of government, which could 
ie be imputed to Richard, is from amounting to ty- 
ranny, were merely the refult of erro r, youth, or mifguided 
counfel > and admitted of a remedy, more eafy and falutary, 


than a el fubverfion of the conftitution. That even 
had they been much more violent aad da angerous than 
they really were, they had chiefly proceeded from forme 


examples of refiftance, which, makir not me prince ‘eniitle 


of his precarious fituation, had obli; him to eftablith 
his throne by itregular and arbitrary expedients. That 


a rebellious Sfontiion ; in fubjects was the principal caufe 


of tyranny in kings: Laws could never fecureé the fubject, 
which did not give fecurit ty to the fovereign : And if the 
maxim of inviolable loyal mie Segre formed the bafis of 


/ 


the E Englith government, we 


once rejected, the privi-= 
leges, belongi ng to the feveral bites of the fa ite, inftead 
f being fortified by that licentioufnefs, wil thereby 


lot the fureft foundation of their force and f{ ftability. 
That the parliament: ry depofition of Edward II. far 
from making a precedent, which could ¢& ontroul this 
maxim, was only an ex: ample of fuccefsful y; iolence ; and 
it was fufficiently to be lam that crimes were fo 

; without eftablithing @ prin- 


and authorize them. That 


ented, 
often committed in the world 


ciples which might juftify 


ie 5 5 falf{e and A. rer, an 

even that precedent, falfe and d: ngerous as it was, could 
cops ie e prefent excaMs. Hien > 

hever warrant the prefent excelies, which were {o much 


id entail diftraQion and mifery 


age 4 
poitcrity, That the fuc- 
ceffion, 


1 


on the nation, to the lateft 
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ceffion, at leaft, of the crown, was then preferved invio- C_H A Ps 

a XVII. 
late: The lineal heir was placed on the throne : And the ‘ 
people had an saipetantin, by their legal obedience to 1399. 
him, of making atonement for the. ae which they 


had committed againft his predeceflor. That a defcend- 


ant of Lionel, duke of Clarence, the elder brother of the 


late duke of Lancafter, had deen declared in parliament 
fucceflor to the crown: He had left pofterity : And their 
title, however it might be overpowered by prefent force 
and faction, could never be obliterated from the minds of 
the people. That if the turbulent difpofition alone of 
the nation had overturned the well-eftablifhed throne of 
fo good a prince as Richard ; what bloody commotions 


muft enfue, when the fame caufe was united to the mo- 
d 


tive of reftoring the legal and undoubted heir to his 
authority ? Tha at the new government, intended to be 
eftablifhed, would ftand on no principle; and would 


ich it could challenge 


L 
D 
18 


fearcely retain any pretence, by w 
the obedience of. men of fenfe and virtue. That th 
claim of lineal defcent was fo grofs as fcarcely to deceive 
the moft ignorant of the populace : Conqueft could ne- 


i 


ver be pleaded by a reb 
confent of the people had no authority in a monarchy not 


againft his fovereign: The 


derived from confent, but eftablifhed by hereditary right 


and however the nation m be juftified, in depofing 


the mifguided Richard, it could never have any reafon for 
? d 

fetting afide his lawful heir and Bfucceflor, who was 

plainly innocent. And that the duke of Lancafter would 


} 


give them but a bad LS of the lezal moderation, 


which might be expected from his future government, if 
he added, to the crime of = paft rebellion, the guilt of 


of blood, 


beth by righ 


excluding the family, w 
and by ae laration of pa iliament, would, in cafe of Ri- 


ve been re« 


iry refignation, ha 


chard’s demife, or 


ceived as the undoubted heirs 1¢ monarchy *. 


h Sir Joha Heywarde, p. 105, 
ALL 
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CHAP, Aut the circumftances of this event, compared to thofe 
XVII. z : : > 

Ren — Which attended the late revolution in 1688, fhow the 
399 difference between a great and civilized nation, delibe- 
rately vindicating its eftablifhed privileges, and a turbu- 
Jent and barbarous ariftocracy, plunging headlong from 
the extremities of one faction into thofe of another. “This 
noble freedom of the bifhop of Carlifle, inftead of being 
applauded, was not fo much as tolerated : He was imme- 
diately arrefted, by order of the duke of Lancafter, and 
fent a prifoner to the abbey of St. Albans. No farther 
debate was attempted : Thirty-three long articles of 
charge were, in one meeting, voted againft Richard ; 
and voted unanimoufly by the fame peers and prelates, 
who, a little before, had, voluntarily and unanimoutly, 
authorized thofe very acts of violence, of which they 
now complained. ‘That prince was depofed by the fuf- 
frages of both houfes ; and the throne being now vacant, 
the duke of Lancafter ftepped forth, and having crofled 
himfelf on the forehead, and on the breaft, and called 
upon the name of Chrifti, he pronounced thefe words, 
which we fhall give in the original language, becaufe of 

their fingularity. 

Ln the name of Fadber, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 1 Henry of 
Lancafter, challenge this rewme of Ynglande, and the crouns 
with all the membres, and the appurtenances ; als I that am 
defcendit by right line of the blode, coming fro the gude king 
Henry therde, and throge that right that God of his grace 
hath fent me, with helpe of kyn, and of my frendes to recover 
it ; the which rewme was in poynt to be ondane by defaut of 
governance, and ondoying of the gude lawes *, 

In order to underftand this {peech, it muft be obferved 
that there was a filly ftory, received among fome of the 
loweft vulgar, that Edmond, earl of Lancafter, fon of 
Henry II. was really the elder brother of Edward I.; but 


i Cotton, p. 339. k Knyghton, p 276, 
yz » Pe 2757 
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that, by reafon of fome deformity in-his perfon, he hadC H A Py 
XVIL 
been poftponed in the fucceffion, and his younger brother (ay 
impofed on the nation in his ftead. As the prefent duke 1399+ 
of Lancafter inherited from Edmond by his mother, this 
genealogy made -him the true heir of the monarchy ; and 
it is therefore infinuated in Henry’s fpeech : But the ab- 
furdity was too grofs to be openly avowed either by him, 
or by the parliament. The cafe is the fame with regard 
to his right of conqueft: He was a fubject who ‘rebel- 
led againft his fovereign: He entered the kingdom with 
a retinue of no more than fixty perfons: He could not 
therefore be the conqueror of England; and this right is 
accordingly infinuated, not avowed. Still there is a third 
claim, derived from his merits in faving the nation from 
tyranny and oppreffion ; and this claim is alfo infinuated : 
But as it feemed, by its nature, better calculated as a 


reafon for his being elected king by a free choice, than for 
giving him an immediate right of pofleffion, he durft not 


fpeak openly even on this head ; and to obviate any no- 


tion of election, he challenges the crown as his due, ei- 


; 
| 
| 


ther by acquifition or inheritance. “the whole forms 


ee 


fuch a piece of jargon and nonfenfe, as is almoft without 
i > 


example : No objection however was made to it in parlia- 


ment: The unanimous voice of lords and commons 
placed Henry on the throne: He became king, nobody 


could tell how or wherefore : The t title of the houfe of 
Marche, formerly recognized by parliament, was neither 
invalidated nor repealed ; but pafled over in total filence : 
And as a concern for the liberties of the people feems to 
have had no hand in this revolution, their right to difpofe 
of the government, as well as all their other privi 
was left precifely on the fame footing as. before. But 
Henry. having, when he claimed the crown, dropped 


fome obfcure hint concerning conqueft, which, it was 


thought, might endanger thefe privileges, he foon a 
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c Bs P. made a public declaration, that he did not thereby intend 

“~~ to deprive any-one of his franchifes or liberties! : Which 

339% was the only circumftance, where we fhall find meaning 
or common fenfe, in al] thefe tranfactions. 

6th O&, Tue fubfequent events difcover the fame headlong vio- 

lence of condué, and the fame rude notions of civil go- 

vernment. ‘The depofition of Richard -diffolved the 

parliament: It was neceflary to fummon a new one: 

And Henry, in fix days after, called together, without 

any new election, the fame members ; and this aflembly 

he denominated a new parliament. ‘They were employed 

in the ufual tafk of reverling every deed of the oppofite 

party. All the aéts of the laft parliament of Richard, 

which had been confirmed by their oaths, and by a papa 

bull, were abrogated: All the acts, which had pafled in 

the parliament where Glocefter prevailed, ‘and which had 

been abrogated by Richard, were anew eftablifhed ™: 


The anfwers-of Trefilian, and the other jud which 


oS 


ch a new. parliament 
and new judges had approved, here received a fecond con- 


1 


a parliament had annulled, but wh 


demnation. The peers, who had accufed Glocefter, 
Arundel and Warwic, and who had received higher titles 
for that piece of fervice, were all of them depraded from 
their new dignities: Even the practice of profecuting ap- 
peals in parliament was wholly abolithed; and trials 
were reftored to the courfe of common law, The na- 


tural effect of this conduét was to render the people giddy 


with fuch rapid and perpetual changes, and to make 
= Ye ] idea eae oes J 7 7 
them lofe all notions of right and wrong in the meafures 
of government. 
Tue earl of Northumberland made 4 motion, in the 
houfe of peers, with regard to the unl 


lappy prince whom 
they had depofed. He afked tt 


lem, what advice they 


1 Knyghton, P. 2759, tterborn, p. 220, m Cotton, p. 390 
c $ TON, Pe 3 
n Henry iv. cap, 34, f 


would 
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would give the king for the future treatment of him; C ee Pe 
fince Henry was refolved to {pare his life. They unani- Aree 
moufly replied, that he fhould be imprifoned under a fe- 1399. 
cure sak in fome fecret place, and fhould be deprived 

of all commerce with any of his friends or partizans. 

It was eafy to forefee, that he would not long remain 

alive in pec ands of fuch barbarous and fanguinary ene- 
diftorians differ with regard to the manner in Murder of 


which he was murdered. It was long the prevailing opi- ‘he kins. 


mies. 


nion, that Sir Piers Exton, and others of his guards fel] 


upon him in the caftle of Pomfret, where he was confineds 


and difpatched him with their halberts. But it is more 


probable, that he was ftarved to death in prifon ; and 


after all fuftenance was — him, he p 


unhappy life, it ie faid, ra fortni 


nt ee ee ee 
dica in the tnirty-fo 
tt his rei 


illegitimate. 


© 


hiftory of Richar 


, um 
not give entire credit to 
é 


mémory. But 


> 1till appears to 


roverlnment, iets 
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C HA P. ftill more thofe of over-awing, his great barons, he might 


AVIT, 


we have <htabed all the misfortunes of his reign, and been 


#389 


allowed to carry niuch farther his oppreilions over the 
people, if he really were guilty of any, without their 
daring to rebel, or even to murmur againft him, But 
when the grandees were tempted, by his want of pru- 
ence and of vigour, to'refift his authority, and execute 


moit violent enterprize 


t 
r 


for'an opportunity of retaliation ; juftice was 


upon ae he was naturally 


neglected ; the =e sof the chief obilty were facrificed 5 


and all thefe enormities feen ceeded lefs from 


victory, atic 

fit ua fon: Ph aners indeed 
fource of fuch vi 
cuted in peace 
public convulfions; Both parties were alike 1 
if any difference may be remarked between them, we fhall 
find, that the authority of t! eing more leg galy 
was commonly carried, when it prevailed, to Je 
rate extremities, than was that of the ariftocracy 

Own comparing the conduct and events of 
with thofe of the preceding, we thall 


to admire Edward, and to blame Richard ; 


ay 


cumftance of oppo! fition, 


want of ‘power, 
feems to have been mor crate in this refpeé& than the 


which was fumnmonec ‘ by + his 


which fr amned 


their compiait 


and whofe teftimony mutt 
int, much lefs ] 


: +1 
rity with 


nerienced the 


parliament, 


r prefent fupply; 


and cz 


Richard tempted the par 


= ; oe : 
which, dethroned the prince, 


red the {cep 


ichments was alfo fuitab 


} } “ P 
d had no foone 


people, he 

LZ ee “PLN, 

reemed to make tf 

and retained’ all his prerogatives. But Richard, becaufe ? 


he was detected in confu 


Q 
Serer 


judges on the lawfulnefs of re 


found 


tainted ; and was violence. 
There. cannot be between 
the fortunes of two pri ae 5 h: for f ss 
did this oppofition ; depend on the ju > or in- 
judtice of the me: s embrac and not.ra= 
ther on t and vigour, 


iew, the abridgment of the 


e two rcigns, 


he laity had re- 
of the court of 


to fhake 
e commit- 
ament de- 


their whole power, 


of reformation by 


1¢ made many 


that 
had 


yho dogmatize 


who draw to. then 


1h un" >} 1 pgs 
an undertakino. 


FP See note [G] at the end of the volume, 


tures and into ecclefiaftical antiquity, 


1 
i 


fame with thofe which were propa 


in the fixteenth century: He 
farther than was done by the 
formers. He denied the dof 


the fupremacy of the church of Rome, the merit of mo- 


naftic vows: He maintained, that the fcripture was the 


fole rule of ; that the church was dependant on the 


ftate, and fhould be reformed by it;, that the cle 


ought to poffefs no eftates; that the beo 
g 


general nuifance, and eee not to be wig: i d 4; that 


the numerous ceremoni 


true piety: He affer 


dominion was four 


In grace, that ey 


fubje&t to fate and oo and that all 1 
ordained either to eternal falvation or Se From 
the whole of his doctrines, Wickliffe appears to have 
been ftrongly:tinctured with enthufiafm, and to h 


thereby the bet 


sa als ¢ (° 
er qualified to oppole. a Churc 


chief characteriftic is fup 


THE propagation of rinciples save o 


J 


f° } 1] 
1 a bull 


to the clergy ; ar 
for taking Wickliffe into:c 


{cope of his ges 
cited him before his tribunal ; but the reformer had now 


got power creened him from the ec- 


clefiattical 


Wickliffe ; 
Piercy, the 


ik thera ari +} 
seniy. in court witha 


him, in order to give him hee upon his trial: 
q ° i Bae & Pig =. 
He even infitted, Vickliffe fhould fit in the bifho; 
208, Os 
if, 
tom. i. lib. 3, art. 2. ap.8, §-Spelm, Conc, vol. ii, p€2z1. Wal- 
Sroka ca Se: 3 . 
fingham, p, 207, 202) 2036 
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prefence, while his princi were exami! 
exclaimed againft this int fale: The Lon 
their prelate affronted, attacked the duke and marefcha 
who efcaped from their hands with fome difficulty *. 
the populace, foon a b into the houfes of 
n thefe noblemen, threatened their ; 
op of London 
fentment. 
however, {till continued his 


protection to Wickliffe, during the minority of Richard; 


1 ] £ 


and the Aes of that reformer had fo far propagated: 


; and they 
nee of the 


at 


L C, roan { } 7 
before a fynod at Lambe th, 
vy, and fo overawed the 
prelates, who fc oth the people and the court againit 


them, that they 
< 


wer than in inclination to 


biUCK atic 


hit 


re Was AIT 


iim Was authorif 


~ t Lice 1, j 
PES eNGEAVOULCOTO" rit 2 ect by an extra 


} 1 
y ana unwartran ee 
warrantable 138T, 


ft : 
1 iheriiis to apprehend 
ares of her efy. and their abettors ; this fta- 


was an act 


and 


“lore 
ercy. 
1crey, 


uy 
we 


fe CHAP, 
XVI. 


tention. to ee themfelves to the prelates farther t 


had | done before them; and required that 


ee | 7 LAr 
ecaied, which was aone 


notwithftand 


Kosrad. til nlelsdte thar calaese k* oy Vn ithtt y* 


d by the 


agi RoR before 


us doétrine by tor- 


quite innocent and in- 


rs imitated his cautious 


faved themfelves either ah recantations or 


He died of a palfy in the year 1385 at his 


1 in the county of MSS and 


that he fhould have efcaped their 


took care, befides afluring the people of his 


fent his laft d liftemper as 


heaven upon him for his multiplied 


Wick 


monkifh writers reprefent 


$ opinions {till 


of the kingdom 


infected by thofe principles : 


They were carried over to Bohemia by fome youth of that 


nation, who: ftudied at Oxford: But though the age 


& 


idgment, p. 2865. x 5 Rich, If, chap sg. 
209. Knyghton, p, 2655, 3656. z Wal- 
r ( a Knyeghton. p.266 
Gin; Ypod, Neuf, p: 327. a Kayghton, p. 2663. 
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«feemed ftrongly difpofed to receive them, affairs were not 


Agate 
ipe for this great revolution ; and the finifhing 


jaftical powe! 


referved to a period of 


more curiofity, literature, and 
iament continued to 
court of Rome, by sre fober 


y enacted anew the fta- 
er penalties tothe tran 


<A 
itances, Was even mace 


capital®. ‘The court of Rome had fallen upon a new 


device, which encreafed their authority over the prelates : 
The pope, who found that’ the expedient of a 


depriving them was violent, and liable to oppofition, at- 


ena 


tained the fan by transferring fuc 


obnoxious, to poorer fees, and even to nominal fees, in 
partibus t was thus that the archbifhop of 


Yorks and the bifhops of Durham and Chichefter, the 


T 
i 
i, 


king’s minifters, had been treated after the prevalence of 
Glocefter’s faction: The bifhop of Carlifle met with the 


fame fate after the acceflion of Henry IV. For the pope 


eos joined with the Eaters x powers, when they 
fions. The parliame s in the 
a law againtt this abufe: And 
remonftrance to the court of 


Rome aca}; 1} +h 
s.OIME ac raintt all til 
t 


aie ar 1] 
imp ofi tior 1S, which he cal 


f that 


his time for the church, that they 


act 
é t 


7 «1 - pom, = 
» to make their votaries 


ain perfons, under whofe name 
of the bequeft: The 


1 


— the progrefs of this abufe 4. In = 


1¢, the commons prayed, that ren 


Riek ee she AeaR: SD Ii, 57 


eine seg eT ee ree sinttahe-pndnee pothole. ce lee 
enarry jrée women inberitable whereby the éjtaté comes 10 ip ofe < 
J fre 3 > J =~ vii é, XV. 


religious hands by collufion °. This was a new device of the .~-—_» 

clergy. 1399- 
THE papacy was at this time fomewhat weakened by 

a {chifm, which lafted during forty years, and gave great 

{candal to the devoted partizans of the holy fee. After 

the pope had refided many years at Avignon, Gregory XI. 


was perfuaded to return to Rome; and uggn his death 


which happened in 1380, the Romans, meee to fix, 
for the future, the feat of the papacy id r, befieged 


the cardinals in the conclave, and aad them, 


though they were moftly Frenchmen, to elect Urban VI. 


an Italian, into that high dignity. The French cardina 


a 


as foon as they recovered their liberty, fied fron 


and protefting againft the forced eleCtion, chofe Robert, 
fon of the count of Geneva, who took the name of Cle- 
ment VII. and refided at Avignon, All the kingdoms of 
Chriftendom, according to their feveral interefts and in- 
clinations, were divided between thefe two pontiffs.. The 
court of Farin adhered to Clement, and was followed 
by its allies, the king of Caftile, and the king of Scot- 
land : England of courfe was thrown into the other party, 
and declared for Urban. . Thus the appellation of Cle- 
ines and Urbanifts diftrafted Europe for feveral years 5 


4 ¢ 


and each party damned the other as {chifmatics, and as 
rebels to the true vicar of Chrift.- But this circumftance, 


th 


gh it weakened the papal authority, had not fo great 
an effect as Sele naturally be imagined) Though any 
king could eafily, at firft, make his kingdom embrace the 


fome 


‘ty of one pope or the other, or even keep it fo 


i 

time in fufpence between them, he could not fo eafily 
transfer his obedience at pleafure:. The people attached 
themfelves to their own party, as to a religious opinion ; 
and conceived an extreme abhorrence to the oppofite 


© Cotton, ps 3559 
party, 


i 
v 
i, 


(AS ee 
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c ee party, whom they re ed little 1 r than Saracens 
i———. OF infidels. © Crufa f ertaken in this quar- 


7399. tas | 1 Eee ¢ i ¢ 

399 rel; and the zealous | p. of Norwich, in par 
led over, in 1 ar ,00C t 
againft the Clementines; but after | ag 


o I ft 
f=) Bits 


his followers, he returned with difgrace into E: 


Each pope, fenfible, from this prevailin 


t among the 


people, that the kingdom, whi 


would always adhere to him, boldly mai 


ni dan ahi os 1 gla RRR ee RS ae | aaa wae tats 
preteniions of his fee, and ftood not much more in aw 


been endan: 


We meet with this preamble to a law enacted at the 
f ‘oWh livers perfons of 
other Hef de 
W 1 ¢ as of 
“< many p of the realm, .< to t 
*¢ other livery. of one fuit by 5 al 2i 
<° them the value of the fame re ry ol 


fuch c 


hei 


mut 


which their confedera 


ported-each other in 


Crimes, 
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own band was more connected with them than their C H-A P. 


Hence the perpetual turbulence. diforders. ¥. XVI. 
country. sacnce the perpetual turbulence, diforders, De Gapceene 
. 1 . ° Cc ; Sep J -. ok bi 
tions, and civil wars of thofe times: Ffence the fiviall re~ 1399s 


to a char: 


cer or the opinion of the SBE 


the large difcretionary prerogatives of the crown, 
langer which might have enftied from the too 

reat limitation of them. Tf the king had poffeffed no 
sebiRat) powers, while all the nobles affumed and exer- 
h 1 


| 


there muft 


tmifchief, attending thefe confederacies, was 
> D> 5 


the extortine from the kine 


o pardons for the'moft enor- 
‘ee ahs Sariiament oen endeavour 
mous Cri i he parijament , endeavoul red, in the 


jaft reion, to deprive the prince of this prerogative; but, 


in the prefent, they were content ie an augment of 


> atid, unlefs the crime 


were particularly fpec > were alfo fome 
other circumftances required for the paffin; 


x 
ro) 


any pardon 


of this kind: An excellent law; but ill obferved, like 
moft laws, which thwart the manners of the people, and 
the prevailing cuftom of the times. 

Ir is eafy to obferve, from thefe voluntary aflociations 
among the people, that the whole force of the feudal fy{- 


tem was in a manner diffolved, and that the Enelith had 


= 4} . hee ; i on st = 

ne p returnea in that particula to the ame iituation, m 
| Fie } f } h } — . »{ — 

which they ftood before the Norman conqueft, It was 


indeed impoffible, that that fyftem could long fubfift un- 


der the Sarttaint revolutions, to which landed property is 
every where fubjecét. When the great feudal baronies 
were firft erected, the lord lived in opulence in the midft 


of his \ 


rifh and defend them: The quality of patron naturally 


He was in a fituation to protect and che- 
united itfelf to that of fuperior: And thefe two principles 


o 


Qs 


HIS TiO RY 


OF 
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C HA P. of authority mutually fupported each other. But when, 


finn mw) by the various divifions and mixtures of property, a man’s 


fuperior came to live at a diftance from him, and could 
no longer give him fhelter or countenance ; the tie gra- 
dually became more fiGtitious than real : New connexions 


formed : Pro- 
tection was fought by voluntary fervices and attachment: 


from neighbourhood or other caufes were 


ability in any 
man extended his intereft very far: And if the fove 


were deficient in thefe qualit 


‘Lhe appearance of valot ur, {pi 


great 
creign 
he was no lefs, if not 


more expofed to the ufurpations of the ariftocracy, than 


even during the vigour of the feudal fyftem. 

THE greateft novelty introduced into the civil govern- 
ment during this reign was the creation of peers by pa- 
tent. Lord Beauchamp of Holt was the firft peer, that 


oe | 
iC 


was advanced to the houfe of ; in this manner. The 


practice of levying benevolences is alfo firft mentioned in 
the prefent reign. 


Tuts prince lived in 2 more magnificent manner than 


. 


perhaps any of his predeceffors or fucceflors. His houfe- 
hold confifted of 10,000 perfo 


He had 300 in his kit- 
chen ; and all the other o 


ise 
oiices were furnifhed in propors 
tion’, It muft be remz 


hat this enormous train 
had tables fupplied them at the king’s expence, accord- 


ing to the mode of tha¢ age. Such prodi 


ality was pro- 
bably the fource of many exactions, 
reafon of the public difcontents, 


which were one chief 


‘ Harding: This poet fays, that he fpeaks from the auth 


reen cloth, 


th 


{ 6 J 


CBA Po evils 


Ho BN: Re ¥ IV. 


Title of the king An infurrection An infurrec- 
tion in Wales 
rebels 


The earl of Northumberland 
ttle of Shrew/bury 
arliamentary tranfactions 
—and charatter of the king. 


Death 


HE Englifh had fo long been familiarized to thee y a P; 


hereditary fucceffion of their monarchs, the in- 
ftances of departure from it had always born fuch ftrong 


XVUI. 


1399- 


fymptoms of injuftice and violence, and fo little of a na~ Title of the 


1 


tional choice or election and the returns to the true line 

had ever been deemed fuch fortunate incidents in their 

hiftory, that Henry was afraid, left, in refting his title 
le, 


on the confent of the people, he fhould build on a foun- 


dation, to which the people themfelves were not accuf- 


tomed, and whofe folidity they would with difficulty be 
brought to recognize, ‘The idea too of choice feemed al- 
ways to imply that of conditions, and a liberty of recal- 


ling the confent upon any fuppofed violation of them ; 


an idea. which not ‘nz 


agreeable to a fove- 


Fahoe aa An in rfp ? Vance eve 
lent nobles, ore ever paid but an imperfect obedience even 


to their hereditary princes. For 


o 


dete ce never to have Nasree to this an 


Sachs coke to patch up hia — c belt manner he 


could, from other pretenfions ; wee 


cing 


t 
fai 
nit 
i 
i 
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c HA P. himfelf, in the eyes of men of 
XVIII. ST 5 es me AO Ie Oe 
ae but his prefent poheflion ; a very precarious roundation, 


3399. which, by its very nature, was liableto be overthrown 


by every faction of 


or prejudice of the people. 


He had indeed. a prefent advantage over his competitor : 


fh 
i iV 


‘The heir of the houfe o mer, Si had been declared 


in parliament. heir to the crown, was a boy of feven years 
of age*: His friends confulted. his faftty by keeping fi- 


lence with regard to his title: Henry detained him and 


his youn ger bi -in an honourable c1ftody at Windfor 


caftie: But he had reafon to dread, tiat, in proportion 


as that nobleman crew 


fe 


eftate, he would draw 
to him the attachment of the pple, znd make them re- 


fle& on the fraud, vi 


e, by which he 


had been excluded iro Many favourable | 


topics would occur in 
Ei 


was a native of 
sland ; poflefled an 


nfive interet from the great 
nefs and watts of his 
diate sont et ae 
depofed monarch, this y 


was of the fame teligion, 
ners with the people, and could not. be governed dE any 


feparate intereft : Tet fe views would all concur to. favour 


his claim; and thor 


-s_ of the prefent prince 


evolution, it was juftly to 
J culty be 


eafon to fee the 


wy het fi; Yr 
1, Wate ch ne had aliume d, and 


in 


gover! 
5 


Be 
modi 


ent animof 


viol 


uinft esch other ; forty 
thrown on 


k Dy 
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who gave mutual C HA Ps 
xX Ne 

Rallenges ; and Har and traitor refounded from all quar yA 

cRallenges; and Har and traiter refoundec from a quar- Lawn 


ters. The tin had fo much authorit y with thefe 1399 


doughty champions, as to prevent all the c ats, which 


hey threatened ; but he was not able to bring them ta 


a proper compoiure, or to an amicable difpofition towards 


ach other. 


lone before thek Gons broke int o5 O 
Long before thefe paffions broke into aétion. 1400. 
: An infur- 


rection, 


The earls of Rutland, Kent, and Hunt tingdon, and lord, 


ded from the refpective titles 


rer, conferred 


into a confpiracy, together 


nd gave him warning of 


WwW n; andthe 
na ly of 500 
d t blow, on which al] 


re 
a 


snry appeared, 


+ 
i 

mee : . 

imames, at the head of 


b } } j By 
next day beheaded witho 


to the cuftom of the times ™, The 


Benedict Sely, who were alfo taken 


erbourne, Pe 224+ n Wa 
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CHA P. death, with many others 
VHT ‘ 


wry from Henry. And w 


h T andAan 
%400, men were brow echt to London, 


fhops and thirty-two m itred abbot: 
and met them with the moft indecen t marks 5 of joy and 


ch 


Burt the fpeétacle the moft r to every one, who 


- of honour or humanity, full 


ed any fentiment ¢€ 
The earl of I 
ead of lord Spencer, his brother-in-law, which 


itland appeared, carrying on a 


he prefented in triu Henry, as a teflimony of his 


loyalty. ‘This infamous man, who was foon after duke of 
York by the death of his father, and firft prince: of the 
blood, had been inftrumental in the murder of his uncle, 


Cars) 


the duke of Glocefter®; had then deferted Richard, by 


whom he was trufted ; had againtt the life of 


Henry, to:whom he had ; had betrayed 
his affociates, whom he had feduced into this enterprize ; 


7 RES ER eae ear Se - ‘ r 
d, in the face of:theworld, thefe badges 


rh the execution of thefe 
urity to his pear: the 
bloody f{cenes, are 
and he therefore 
lous enterprize, 
1s every where 


14 


h rf 
he was believed to have 


s father, the’duke 
udices which 
eftablifhed 


we the throne by 


> 


tition a neceiia 


Boba N= RS Ay, 


€xpedient, to pay court to the clergy. There were hi- 
therto no penal laws enaéted againft her refy ; an indul- 
gence which had proceeded, not from a fpirit of toleration 
in the Romifh church, but from the i ignorance and fi 

plicity of the people, which had rendered them unfit 
either for ftarting or receiving any new or curjous doc 
trines, and which needed not to be reftrained by any 
rigorous penalties. But when the learning and genius of 
Wickliffe had once broken, in fome meafure, the fetters 


of prejudice, the e tics called aloud for the punifh» 
ment of his difciples; and the king, who was very little 


fcrupulous in his condudt, was eafily induced to facrifice 


his principles to his intereft; and to acquire the favour of 


the church by that moft alfetiaies method, the 
their vengeance againft opponents. He engaged the par 


atifyine of 
d Co 


liament to pafs a law for that purpofe: It was enacted, 
that when any heretic, who re apfed or refufed to abjure 
his opinions, was delivered over to the fecular arm by 
the bifhop or his commiffaries, he fhould be committed 
to the flames by the civil magiftrate before the whole 
people*, This coinage did not long remain unemployed 
in the hands of the clergy: W ita Sautré, rector of St, 
Ofithes in London, had me condemned by the conyo- 
cation of Canterbury ; his fentence was ratified by the 
houfe of peers ; the king iffued his writ for the execu- 


5S 


tion? ; and the unhappy man attoned for his. erroneous 


opinions by the penalty of fire. This is the firft inflan 
of that kind j in England ; and thus one horror 


added to thofe difmal feenes, w at time were al- 
ready but too familiar to the ane 
Burt the utmoft precaution and prudence of Henry 


could not fhield him from thofe numerc inquietudes 


v9 
which affail led him from every quarter. ihe connexions 


f Richard with the royal family of France made that 


© 2 Henry 1V, chap, vik, P Rymer; vol. 


pp ao as 
Vor. III. 3 court 


been ox ical 


and overawed 


fudden or violent al- 


eland proved 


enjoyed a ereat fortune in 


at the injuftice, and ftill 
poflefii yn 
NAT.W148 ‘ 

Welin took part 1 


ct 


hs fiitowe 7% 6 . 
th Glendour: A troublefome 


id he was 


; 
>» Who 


more, and 


1ONS, ana iai ocrore them 


o 


- Kore 


ao 


68 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


= ee re the ftate of his affairs 7. The military part of the feudal 
._~—— conftitution was now much decayed: There remained 
74% Only fo much of that fabric as affected the civil rights 
and properties of men: And the peers here undertook, 

but voluntarily, to attend the king in an expedition againft 
Scotland, each of them at the head of a certain number 

of his retainers *. Henry conducted this army to Edin- 

burgh, of which he eafily made himfelf mafter; and he 

there fummoned Robert IIT. to do homage to him for his 


crown °. But finding that the Scots would neither 


or give him battle, he returned in three weeks, 
after making this ufelefs bravade ; and he difbanded his 


army. 
3 


1402+ In the fubfequent feafon, Archibald earl of Douglas, 
at the head of 12,000 men, and attended by many of 


the principal nobility of Scotland, made an irruption into 
England, and committed devaftations on the northern 


counties. On his return h 


e, he was overtaken by the 
Piercies, at Homeldon on the borders of England,, and a 
fierce battle enfued, where the Scots were totally routed. 


himfelf was taken prifoner; as was Mordac earl 
of Fife, fon of the duke of Albany, and nephew of the 
Scottifh king, with the earls of Angus, Murray, and 
Orkney, and many others of the gentry and nobility« 
When Henry received intellige nee of this victory, ‘he | 
fent the earl of Northumber] snd orders not to ranfom his 
prifoners, which that nobleman regarded as his right, by 


the lav 


oS 
tended to detain them, that he might be able by their 
means to make an advantageous peace with Scotland; 
- SaaS ee a eee 
but by this policy he gave a frefh difguft to the family 
of Piercy. 


vs of war, received in that age. The king in- 
i 


2 Rymer, vol, viil, p. 125, 126, a Ibid. p. ras, 


b Ibid. p. 155, 156, &c. ¢ Walfingham, Ps 366, Vita Ric, fees 
p. 180, Chron, Otierbourne, p, 237. 
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Tue obligations, which Henry had owed to 


umberland, were of a kind the moft likely to ; 
ingratitude on the one fide, and difcontent on the 
The fovereign naturally became jealous of that 
which had advanced him to the throne; and the 
was not eafily fatisfied in the returns which he thou 


fo great a favour had merited. “Though Henry, on his 
o / 


acceffion, had beftowed the office of conftable on North- 


umberland for life *; and conferred other gifts on that 
family, thefe, favours were regarded as their due; the re- 
fufal of any other requeft was deemed an ae “he 
impatient fpirit of es Piercy, and the faétious difpofi- 
tion of the earl of Worcefter, younger brother of N 


umberland, inflamed the difcontents of that 


and the precarious title of Henry tempted him to feel 
venge, by overturning that throne, which he had at “firtt 
eftablifhed. He entered into a cor refpondence with Glen- 
dour: He gave liberty to the earl of Douglas, and 1 


an alliance with that martial chieftain: He rouzed up al 
is partizans arms.; and fi nlimited authority at 
h tizans to arms; and fuch un ted aut 5 


that time belonged to the great famil 
men, whom, a few years before, he had conducte: 
Richard, now followed his ftandard in op; 
Henry. _ When war was ready to break out, 


berland was feized with a fudden illnefs at Berwic; and 
young Piercy, taking the command of the troops, Se 
ed towards Shrewfbury, in order to join his f 


thofe of Glendour. ‘The king had oe ad 


Scots; and knowing the importance ‘- 
civil wars, he inftantly hurried down, that 
battle to the rebels. He approached Piercy near Shr 
bury, before that nobleman’ was joined by 
& Rymer, vol, viii. p, 89. 
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XVII, 


~~ made them hafte 
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THE eveni ec, Piercy fent a manifefto 
fet that 


her and 


1} 
needa his 2 


to Henry, in which he 


prince at defiance, ce name as his 


uncle, as well as his own, enumei 


ed all the freee 


of which, he pretended, t 


r 1e nation had reafon to complain, 


He upbraided him with the perjury, of which he had been 


guilty, when, on pur, he had fworn 


; piney a ; 
upon the gofpels, bei the earl of Northumberland, 


that he had no other intention than to recover pofleffion of 


1 Cea y EEE AP ge eh, Re i git * 
the dutchy of La and that he would ever remain 
=p Oe | + ba ee ee LT. < 
a faithful to king Richard. «He vated his 
& £ 
guilt in firft dethroning, then murdering that 4 ince, 


and in ufurpin 


whom, both by lin 


& 
~ 
nt) 
a 
o 
tes 
oO 
Lena 


ra? 
rc 


parliament, the 7 Richard’s de 


did of right belong. He c lained of his cruel policy, 


in allowing the younp ear 


che,' whom: he eueht 


to is {ov n, to remain a-captive in the 
hands of his ene and in even refufine to all his 


bermiffion to treat of his ranfom. He charged 


1¢ nation with heavy 


ving fworn, hout the utmoft-ne- 


ceflity, he would never levy any impofitions 


upon*them. 
And he reproached him with the arts em iployed in pro- 
curing favourable eleCtions into parliament ; arts, which 
rd, and which he 
that prince’s arraignment 
- This manifefto was well calculated to 
rel between the parties: The bray ery of 
the two leaders promifed an obftinate en gagement : And 
the equ 


he himfelf had before imputed to Richa 
had m 
and depofition ¢ 


le one chief reafon of 


inflame the qua 


Sax c ay oS i eee 
ity of the armies, be ng each about 12,000 


men, a number which was not unmanageable by the 


© Hall, fol. a3, 22, &c, 


commanders, 


commanders, gave reafon to expect ‘a great effufion -of C 
blood on both > and avery to the _. 


combat. Ig 


P11: 
noted his 


poicc 


whofe mi 


¢ } 1 h formed 
{ 1 who here med nO} n 
a p ch i on ae Itepss 2 1 
} ha selee ] } r ] 
n ne. received on the face with an 
blise him to quit field f rcy 
§ ] 
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“headed at Shrewfbury; the latter was treated with the 
courtefy, due to his- rank and merit. 

THE earl of Northumberland, having recovered from 
his ficknefs, had levyed a ‘feeth army, and was on his 
march to join his fon ; but being oppofed by the earl of 
Weftmoreland, and hearing of the defeat at Shrewfbury, 


he difmiffed his for i came with a fmall retinue to 


the king at York‘. that his fole inten- 
tion in arming was to mediate between the parties: Hen- 
ry thought proper to accept of the ses and: even 
granted him a pardon for his offence: All the other rebels 
were treated with equal lenity; and except the earl of 


Worcefter and Sir Richard Vernon, who were regarded 


as the chief authors of the infurreCtion, no perfon, en- 


gaged in this dangerous enterprize, feems to have pe- 


rifhed by the hands of the executioner 


But Northumberland, though he had been pardoned, 
knew, that he never fhould be trufted, and that he was 
too powerful to be cordially forgiven by a prince, whofe 
fituation gave him fuch reafonable grounds of jealoufy. 
It was the effec either of Henry’s vigilance or good for- 
tune, or of the narrow genius of his enemies, that no 
proper concert was ever formed among them: They rofe 
in rebellion one after another ; and thereby afforded him 
an opportunity of fuppreffing fingly thofe infurreétions, 
which, had they been united, might have proved fatal to 
his authority. The earl of Nottingham, fon of the duke 
of Norfolk, and the archbifhop of York, brother to the 
earl of Wiltfhire, whom Henry, then duke of Lancafter, 
had beheaded at Briftol, though they had remained quiet 
while Piercy was in es field, till harboured in their 
breaft a violent hatred ee the enemy of their fami- 


Jies ; and they determined, in conjunction with the earl 


1 Chron. Otterbourne, p. 226. k Rymer, vol vidi, P+ 3536 


of 
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73 


of Northumberland, to feek revenge againft him. TheyC HA Py 
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betook themfelves to arms before that powerful nobleman 


was prepared to join them; and publifhing a manifefto, 
in which they reproached Henry with his ufurpation of 
the crown and the murder of the late king, they required, 

that the right line fhould be reftored, and all public grie-~ 

vances be redrefled. ‘The earl of Weftmoreland, whofe 
power lay in the neighbourhood, approached them with 
an inferior force at Shipton near York ; 


; and being afraid 
to hazard an action, he attempted to fubdue them by a 
ftratagem, which nothing but the greateft folly and fim- 
plicity on their part could have rendered fuccefsful. He 
defired a conference with the archbifhop and earl between 
the armies: He heard their grievances with great pati- 
ence: He begged them to propofe the remedies: He ap- 
proved of every expedient which they fugeefted : He grant- 
ed them all their demands: He alfo engaged that a 
fhould give them entire fatisfa&ion: And when he faw 
them pleafed with the facility of his conceffions, he ob- 
ferved to them, that, fince amity was now in effect re- 
ftored between them, it were Better on both fides to difmifs 
their forces, which otherwife would prove an unfupport- 
able burthen on the country. The are hbifhop and the 
earl of Nottingham immediately gave direGtions to that 
purpofe: ‘Their troops. difbanded upon the field :: But 
Weftmoreland, who had fecretly iflued contrary ordérs to 
his army, feized the two rebels without refiftance, and 
carried them to the king, who was advancing with hafty 
marches to — the infurreétion!, The trial and 
punifhment of an archbifhop might have proved a trou- 
blefome and coe rous undertaking, had Henry proceeded 
regularly, and allowed time for an oppofition to form 
itfelf againft that unufual meéafure ; The celerity of the 
execution alone could here render it fafe and prudent, 


! Walfingham, p, 973. Otterbourne, p, 255, 
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CHAP.» Finding that Sir William Gafcoigne, the chief juftice, 


XVHI 


i made fome fcruple of aéting on 


_ 1405, 


this occafion; he appoints 


ed Sir William Fulthorpe for » without any 


indiciment, trial, or deience, ounced fentence of 
J fent] 


death upon the prelate, wi y files 


\ 
J 
"Phys Ron | ee eee 6 ee te ee ie 
This was'the firft inftance in 


ment inflited.on a bifho 


more than thofe of 
The earl of Not- 


rank might learn, that t 


laics, were not to pafs wi 


] 


tingham was condemned and executed in the fame fum- . 


mary manner: But thoush mai 
ary Manner: but tint 


tion, fuch.-as lord: Falconber 
Joh n Colvil 


: 
le, 
this intel- 
rd Bardolf™ ; 


: 1 
Cr With Lo 


and the kings without oppofition, reduced all the caftles 


1 


and Festtve fits, belonging to tl 


turned his arms againft Glendour, over whom. his fon, 


the prince of Wales, had obtained fome adi vantages: But 


efe noblemen. He thence 


2 


fill found 


that enemy, more troublefome than d 
J? 


means of defendine himfelf in 


ine, though not 
2 » 


nt of sein ati: axon ihe al in 


} ; 
g the:people to 


but found the coun- 


rie BRE ies OF aa eae 
try in fuch a potturs as rendered all their attempts unfuc- 


Sir Thomas Rokefby, fheriff of Yorkthire, 
rces, attacked the invaders at a 
ory, in which both Northumberland and 
Bardolf were fain ™. Ti 
the death of Gler 
Henry from: all his don 


and gained-a 


tous event, joined to 
ich happened foon after, freed 


enemies; and this prince, 
who had mounted the throne by fuch unjuftifiable means, 
1 Walfingham, p. 374. m Ibid. pe 377. Chron, Otterb, p. 267. 


and 


and held it by fuch an exceptionabl 


his valour, prudence, and addrefs 


to the yoke, and had obtained 
his haughty barons, than the law alone, not fupported 
by thef i 

ABOUT the 


was ever able tc 


tare over that ca 


by his fituation, was 
) 


we alsininen ae ates ai ohare 
moit enabied to government. Robert LLli. 


a prince, though of fle 


had affumed the govern 


criminal 


and ¢ { mc 
didi in prifon D hi hew; who there 
perifhed by hunger: James — the younger brother 


of David, ftood between thz 


king Robert, fe fible of his fon’s da 


on board a fhip,; with a view of fendi n 
and entrufting him to the 


tal 
Vado lah 


power. Unfortunately, the ve 


lifh ; prince Jan 


carried to London ; 


time a truce betwee: efufed to re 


ftore the young prince to his liberty, worn out 


1e fhock 


= A ies are eee 
I fiirmities, was unabi 


of this laft misfortune; and he foon after 


the government in the hands of the duke of Albany % 


I ten ry was 


w more fenfible than ever of the importance 
of the acquifition, which he had made; While he re- 


® Buchanan, lib, 10, 
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CH A P. tained fuch a pledge, he was fure of keeping the duke of 
XVIUL 
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«——— 7 Albany in dependance; or if offended, he could eafily, 


4497+ by reftoring the true heir, take ample revenge upon the 
afurper. But though the king, by detaining James in 
the Englifh court, had fhown himfelf fomewhat deficient 
in generofity, he made ample amends, by giving that 
prince an excellent education, which afterwards qualified 
him, when he mounted the throne, to reform, in fome 
meafure, the rude and barbarous manners of his native 
country. 

THE hoftile difpofitions,. which always. prevailed be- 
tween France and England, were reftrained, during the 
greateft part of this reign, from appearing in aétion, 
‘The jealoufies and civil commotions, with which both 
nations were difturbed, kept each of them from taking 

ibour, But 


the abilities and good fortune of Henry aa fooner been 


il 
advantage of the unhappy fituation of its ne gl 


able to compofe the Enelifh factions, this prince began, | 


=} 
rt 


he later part of his reign, to look abroad, and to fo- 
ment the animokties between the families of Burgundy 
and Orleans, by which the government of France was, 


during that period, fo much diftracted, He knew, that 


one great fource of 


deceflor, was the inactivity of his reign; and he hoped, 


a by giving a new direction to the reftlefs and unquiet {pi- 
rits of his people, to prevent their breaking out in dome- 
zait, tic wars and diforders. "That he 1 might unite policy 


with force, he firft entered into treaty with the duke of 
yo Teepe : [oy * ? ] 

Burgundy, and fent that prince a {mall body of troops, 
which fupported him againft his enemies ?, Soon after, 


he hearkened to more advantageous propofals made him 
by the duke of Orleans, and difpatched a greater body to 


1412, fupport that party’. But the leaders of the oppofite fac- 
tions having made a te cmporary accommodation of their dif- 


P Walfingham, ps 380, 4 Rymer, vol, viii, p. 735, 733 


ferences, 


p ASSN Bec aes gS ny 


ferences, the interefts of the Englifh were facrificed ; and C irae 
this effort of Henry proved, in the iffue, entirely vain , ; 
and fruitlefs. “The declining ftate of his health andthe 41. 
fhortnefs of his reign, prevented him from renewing the 
attempt, which his more fortunate fon carried to fo great 

a length againft the French monarchy. 


Sucu were the military and foreign tranfaGtions of this Parliament. 
ary tranface 


reign: ‘Che civil and parliamentary are fomewhat more ‘isa 


memorable, and more worthy of our attention. During 
the two laft reigns, the elections of the commons had 
appeared a circumftance of government not to be ne- 
glected ; and Richard was even accufed of ufing un- 
warrantable methods for procuring to his partizans a feat 
in that houfe. This praétice formed one confiderable 
article of charge againft him in his depofition ; yet Henry 
fcrupled not to tread in his footfteps, and to encourage 
the fame abufes in elections. Laws were enaéted againft 
fuch undue influence, and even a fheriff was so 
for an iniquitous return, which he had made': But la 
were commonly, at that time, very ill enacts and said 
liberties of the people, fuch as they were, ftood on 4 
furer bafis than on laws and parliamentary elections. 
‘Though the houfe of commons was little able to with- 
ftand the violent currents, which perpetually ran bé- 
tween the monarc! hy and the ariftocracy, and though that 
houfe might eafily be brought, at a saieiecihii time, to 
make the moft unwarrantable conceffions to either; the 
general inftitutions of the ftate fill remained invariable ; 
the intereft of the feveral members continued on the 
fame footing; the fword was ‘inthe hands of the fub- 
je@ 5. and the government, though thrown into tem- 
porary diforder, foon fettled itfelf on its ancient founda- 
tions. 

Durinc the greateft part of this reign, the king was 

obliged to court popularity ; and the houfe of commo: 185 


t Cotton 2; Pp. 4296 
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CHAP. fenfibl 
“VIN. ie : uretmvree ; 
wey Which had not ufually been exercii 


e of their own importance, began to aflume powers, 


1 by their predeceffors, 


44ize Jn the firft year of this reion, they procured a law, that no 


judge, in concurring with any iniquitous meafure, thould 
be excufed by pleading the orders of the king, or eyen 
his own life fi 


the danger of 


rom the menaces “of the fove- 


ond year, they infifted on maintain- 
C 


reign’. In 


ing the practice of not granting any fupply before they 
received an anfwer to their petitions ; which was a tacit 
manner of bargaining with the prince t, In the fifth 
year, they defired the king to remove from his houfehold 
four officers who had difpleafed them, among whom 
was his own confeffor; and Henry, though he told them, 
that he knew of no offence which thefe perfons had 
committed, yet, in order to gratify them, complied with 
their requeft", In the fixth year, they voted the king 
fupplies, but appointed treafurers of their own, to fee 
the money difburfed for the purpofes intended, and re- 


quired them to deliver in their accounts to the houfe ¥. 
In the eighth year, they propofed, for the egulation of 


+} 


the government and houfehold, thirty important articles, 


which were all agreed to; and they even obliged all the 
members of council, all the jud 


es, and all the officers 
of the houfchold, to fwear to the obfervance of them *, 


» OR 


‘The abridger of the records remarks the unufual liberties 
ce 


aken by the fpeaker and the houfe during this period’. 
But the grea 
he-gre 


authority of the commons was but a tem- 
porary advantage, arifing from the prefent fituation. In 
a fubfequent parliament, when the fpeaker made his cuf- 
tomary application to the throne for liberty of f{peech, 
the king, having now overcome all his domeftic. difi- 
! culties, plainly told him, that he would have no novelties 


introduced, and would enjoy his prerogatives. But on 


| * Cotton, p. 364, t Thid, Pp. 406, 4 Ibid, p. 426. 
W Ibid, ps 438, * Ibid. pe 456, 457, Y Ibid, p. 462. 
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circumitances, wouid have no authority, and  w« j 
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ment, and t n he door to more civi} 
wars than mich ifue even from the 1 ular elevation 
of the houfe of Lancafter, applied wit Sal earneftnefs 
for a new fettlement of the crown, that Henry yielded to 


frnir req ieft, and agreed to the fucceffion of the princefles 


of his family*. A certain proof, that nobody was, in 


o’s title to the crown, or 
knew on what principle to reft it. 

Bur though the commons, during this reign, fhowed 
a laudable zeal for liberty in their tranfactions with the 
crown ; their efforts againft the church were ftill more 
extraordinary, and feemed to anticipate very much the fpi+ 
rit which became fo general in little more than a century 
afterwards. I. know, that the credit of thefe paflages 

ly on one ancient hiftorian >; but that hifto- 
rian was contemporary, was.a clergyman, and it was 
contrary to the intereft of -his order to preferve the meé 
mory of fuch tranfactions, much more to forge prece- 
dents, which pofterity might, fome time, be tempted to 
imitate. This is a truth fo evident, that the moft likely 
way of accounting for the filence of the records on this 
head, is by fuppofing, that the authority of fome church- 
men was fo great as to procure a razure, with regard to 
thefe circumftances, which the indifcretion of one of that 
order has happily preferved to us. 

In the fixth of Henry, the commons, who had been 
required to grant fupplics, propofed in plain terms to the 
king, that he fhould feize all the ee ities of the 
church, and employ them as a perpetual fund to ferve the 
exigencies of the ftate. They infifted, that the clergy 
pofleffed a third of the lands of the kingdom; that they 
contributed nothing to the public burdens ; and that 
their riches tended only to difqualify them for performing 
their minifterial functions with proper zeal and atten 


2 Rymer, vol, viii. p. 462," b Walfingham. 


thom 
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a 


tion. ‘When this addrefs was prefented, 
ef Canterbury, who ther atteiided the 
that the clergy, though they weht not in perfon t to the 1412 


wars, fent their vaflals and tenants in all cafes of necef= 


fity; while at the fame time, they thernfelves, who ftaid 


at home; were employed, tight and day 


their prayers for the happinefs a and profj 
The .fpeaker fmiled, and ahfwered a 
he didn gish the prayers of the church but a 
fupply. The archbith 


pute: The king difcouraced the applica 
Sb it 


op however prevailed in 


mons: And the lords rejeéted the bill which the lowe: 
houfe had framed for {tripping the church of her 1 
venues °, 

THE commons wefe hot difcoura aged by this repu 
In the eleventh of the king they returned to the 
with more zeal than before: They 
faftical 


count, amounted to 485,000 marks a-veai and coritain: 
> »? J > 


of all the eccle 


ed 18,400 ploughs of land. — P ropofed to divide 
this property among fifte ig 
; 


6000 efquires; and a hu 


1 fe 4 
{pitals ; be1ides 2 


: 1} 
IONS Wouid 


And they cg that che aiescat fi 


be better performed than at prefent, by 
priefts, paid at the rate of feven marks apiece of yearly 


ftipend*., This application was accompanied with an 


addrefs for mitigating the ftatutes enacted ag th 
Lollards, which fhows from what f addrefs 
came, ‘he king eave the commons a {1 y 
farther to fatisfy Was 
quite in. earneft, d be 
fo: ©) 

P pe G27, Orterbourne, 
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CHAP. We-have now related almoft all the memor able tranf- 
XVII, i 


eee 2 2 
.— actions of this which was. bufy and a&tive ;' but 


™13- produced few events, that deferve to be ‘codename to 
pofterity. >was fo much employed in defending; 


by unwarrantable 
that he had little 
any action, which 
might redound to the honour or advantage of. the nation. 
His health declined vifibly fome months i >fore his death : 


his crown, 


ifure to look abroad, or perfo 


He was fubje& to fits, which berea red him, for the time, 
And though he was. yet in. the flower of 


of his fenf 
his end was vifibly approaching. He expired) at 
infter in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the 


thirteenth of his reign. 


¥ 


creat popularity, which Henry enjoyed before 


ed the crown, and which had fo’ much aided 
him in the acquifition of it, was entirely | loft many years 
before the end of his reign; and he governed his people 
error a by affection, more by his own policy 
ir fenfe of duty or allegiance. When men 


ct 


rhore by 


catne to refleét in cool blood on the crimes which had 
led him to the throne; the rebellion againft his prince; 
the depofition of a lawful king, guilty fometimes per- 
haps of oppreffion, but more frequently of indifcretion ; 
the exclufion of the true heir; the murder of his fove- 
réign and near relation; thefe were fuch enormities as 
drew on him the hatred of his fubjets, fanctified all the 
rebellions againft him, and made the executions, though 
aot remarkably fevere, which he found neceflary for the 
maintenance of his a authority, appear cruel as well as ini- 

uitous to the people. Yet without pretending to apolo- 
gize for thefe crimes, which muft ever be held in detefta- 
tion, it may be remarked, that he was infenfibly led into 
this blameable conduct by a train of incidents, which few 
men poflefs virtue enough to withftand. The injuitice, 
i with 


FEE VIN 8eSy IV, 83 
With which his predeceffor had treated him, in firft con-C Ha P, 

; = : : UR , XVIII, 
demning him to banifhment, and then defpoiling him of a 
his patrimony, made him naturally think of revenge, and 1413. 

Pp Y> ) S& 
of recovering his loft rights; the headlong zeal of the 
people hurried him into the throne; the care of his own 
fecurity, as well as his ambition, made him an ufurper ; 
and the fteps have always beew fo few between the prifons 
of princes and their graves, that we néed not wonder, that 
Richard’s: fate was no exception to the general rule. All 
thefe confiderations make Henry’s fituation, if he’retained 
any fenfe of virtue, much to be lamented ; and the in- 
quietude, with which he pofleffed his envied greatnefs, 
and the remorfes, by which, it is faid, he was continually 
haunted, render Him an obje& of our pity, even when 
feated upon the throne. But it muft be owned, that his 
prudence and vigilance and forefight, in maintaining His 
power, were admirable: His command of temper remark- 
able: His courage. both military and political, without 
oo J > 
blemifh : And he poffefféd many qualities, which fitted 
yee ? 
him for his high ftation, and which rendered his ufurpa- 
tion of it, though pernicious in after times. 


tary, durine his own reign, to the Enelifh nation. 


HENRY was twice married : 


Bohun, daughter and co-heir 


had four fons, Henry, his fucceflor in the 
mas duke of Clarence, John du rf 
Humphrey duke of Gloc sand “t 


Blanche and Philippa, the for 
t >] 


I l 
Bavaria, the latter to the king « His fecond 
wife, Jane, whom he married ; kine, and 
who was daughter of the kine of } >, and widow of 


the duke of Britanny, brought him 


By an aét of the fifth of ¢ 


nt 
hy 


to cut out any perfon’s toncue or put out his eyes; 


e very frequent. This 


: en 
vory irequent, 


crimes, which the a@ fays, we 


h 


tavage Ipirit of revenge denotes a barbarous people ; thou 


= G 2 perhaps 
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«perhaps it was encreafed by the prevailing factions and 
civil commotions. 

Commerce was very little underftood in this reign, as 
in all the preceding. In particular, a great jealoufy pre- 
vailed againft merchant ftrangers ; and many reftraints 
were by law impofed upon them; namely, that they 
fhould lay out in Englifh manufactures or commodities all 
the money acquired by the fale of their goods, that they 
fhould not buy or fell with one another, and that all their 
goods fhould be difpofed of three months after importa- 
tion‘. This laft claufe was found fo inconvenient, that 
it was foon after repealed by parliament. 

Iv appears that the expence of this king’s houfehold 
amounted to the yearly fum of 19,500 1. money of that 
age 8, 

GuiccraARDIN tells us, that the Flemings in this cen~ 
tury learned from Italy all the refinements in arts, which 
they taught the reft of Europe. Their progrefs, however, 
was ftill very flow and backward in England. 


£ 4 Hen, IY. cap, 5. and § Hen, IV, cap, g. 


& Rymer, tom, vilis 
p, 610, 


Pe J 
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The king’s former diforders —— His reformation ——_ 
The Lollards Punifoment of lord Cobham 
State of France Invafion of that kingdom 
Battle of Azincour State of France New 
invajion of France Affaffination of the duke of 

Treaty of Troye 

His death 

Mi/cellaneous tranfaétions during this reign. 


Burgundy Marriage of 


the king And charater-—— 


, i \HE many jealoufies, to which Henry IV’s fitua- 7 4 py 
+ tion naturally expofed him, had fo infeed his !X. 
temper, that he had entertained unreafonable fufpicions 


the later years of his life, he had excluded that PYiNCe orders, 
from all fhare in public bufinefs, and was even difpleafed 
to fee him at the head of armies, where his martial ta- 
lents, though ufeful to the fupport of government, ac- 
quired him a renown, which, he thought, might prove 
dangerous to his own authority. The adtive fpirit of 
young Henry, reftrained from its proper exercife, broke 
out in extravagancies of every kind ; and the riot of plea- 
fure, the frolic of debauchery, the outrage of wine, fill- 
ed the vacancies of a mind, better adapted to the pur- 
fuits of ambition, and the cares of government. ‘This 
courfe of life threw him among companions, whofe dif- 
orders, if accompanied with fpirit and humour, he fe- 
conded and indulged ; and he was dete&ted in many 
fallies, which, to feverer eyes, appeared totally unworthy 
of his rank and ftation. There evep remains a tradition, 


ace’ } 
G 2 that, 


2 


86 


CHAP. that, when heated with liquor and j 
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ollity, he fcrupled not 

affociatesin attacking the paffen- 
gers on the eae and th piakahive. and defpoiling them of 
nd he found an amufement in the incidents, 
ret of thefe defencelefs people 


ons. ‘This extreme of diffolute- 
rreéable to his father, 


their goods; an 


A 1 F 
which the terror and 


produced on-fuch o 
nefs proved equally difag as that 
bufinefs, which had. at firft given 
and he faw in his fon’s beha- 


eager appl ication to 


him occafion of jea ae 


viour the fame neglect oS decency, the fame attachment 
to low company 


racter 


had deftroyed the perfonal cha- 
jie which, more-than ‘all his ‘errors 


in ad. tends a to overturn his throne. But 
th confidered the young prince with 


more indulce; and Spee f fo many gleams of gene- 
rofity, and snanimity, breaking continually 


through the cloud, which a wild condu& threw over his 


that they never ceafed hoping for his amend~ 
ment; and they afcribed all the weeds, which fhot up in 


that rich foil, to. the want of proper culture and atten- 


tion in the king and his minifters. . There happened an 
incident which encouraged thefe agreeable views, and gaye 
much oceafion for favourable reflexions all men of 
fenfe and candour. 
had been indicted before Gafcoigne, the chief juftice, for 


fome. diforders ; 


A. riotous companion of the prince’s 


and Henry was not afhamed to appear 
at the bar with the criminal, in order to give him coun- 
tenance and protection. Finding, that his prefence had 
not over-awed the chief juftice, he proceeded to infult 
that mag but Gafcoigne, mindful 
of the character which he then bore, and the majefty of 
the fovereign and of tl which he fuftained, order- 
ed the prince to be carried-to prifon for his rude behavi- 
our’. ‘The fpe€tators were agreeably difappointed, when 


rate on his tribunal ; 


he laws, 


h Hall, fol, 336 
they 


ee Re Kae Vs Sr 


they faw the heir of the crown fubmit pez aceably to tl 


feritence, make reparation for his error by acknow 


it, and check his impetuous nature 


sant car 


Tx - mam f 41 35 ae + ee r yee + a + ry" > 

LHE men of this inciagent, and o% many ot her > OL His reforme 
° we ure HOT) Is; J he ' ¢ > wenre * nr 
a like nature, rendered the pt of the future reion 


nowife difagreeable to the nation, and encreafed the j 


ypular a prince as the late } 


avhich the death of fo un 


naturally occafioned. ‘I’he firftt fteps taken by 


nee confirmed all 


} Sn 
them to imitate his exampic, 


“17 4} } fg kp Me Pee aR EN +; 
till they had given proofs of their fincerity in this p irti- 
) I 


BO ia eess ee: 
11S prefencc 5 ana he 


The wife 


they 


his fath ~ 


to sakie 3 and were eaualot 


Fhe ch ‘ef juitice himfe 


< 
= 
=] 
mg 
i) 
on ct 
a 
iS 
Co 
o 
= 
fay 


royal prefence, met with praif 


nerfevere in the fame rigorous and impartial execution of 


aws. ‘Lhe furprize of thofe who Senet an Oppo- 


‘ed their fatisfaction; and the cha- 


behaviour, augme! 
f the young k 


fh 


ing appeared brighter than if it had 


y 
S 


aded by any errors. 


a 
3UT Bens was anxious not only to repair his own 


ene but alfo to make amends for thofe > iniquities, 


LAE 9 Sere | 
of attairs nad 


i 


1 
be 


rather. He © Ras i t forrow for the fate 


Qa 
\@) 
oO 


f 
of the unhappy Richard, di to the memory 0 


that unfortunate prince, even performed his funcral obfe- 


i Walfing,: p. 382+ k Hall, fol, 33. Holingthed, p. 543. God- 
win’s Life of Henry V. py Ir 
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CH A P. guies. with pomp and pits and cherifhed all thofe 
XIX. =. ; 
wan who had diftinouifhed themfelves by their loya ty an 
4413» attachment towards him 1 Inftead of continuing the 

ich the jealoufy of his father had impofed on 


he, he received that young nobleman 


and favour; and by this magnani- 
the a and unambitious nature of 
; 


hat he remained ever after fincerely at- 
tached to him, and gave him no Tea ston in his future 


ernment, The family of Piercy was reftored to its 


ortune and honours ™. ‘The king feemed ambitious to 


bury all party diftin@ions in oti ian ‘The inftruments 
of the preceding Uae. who had been advanced from 
their blind zeal for the Lancaftrian interefts, more than 
lace every where to men of 
rs: Virtue feem 


from their merits, cave p 
1 


5 e 
more honourable charaGe i now to have 


an: open career, in which it might exert itfelf: The ex. 


hortations, as well as example, of the prince gave it en- 


1 


couragement: All men were unanimous in. their attach. 


ment tc > Henry 3 and the defe&is of his title were forgot, 


amid lt ¢ the perfonal regard, which was univerfally paid to 


The Lol- 


mained among the people or aly one party di+ 
lards, te 


ftin@.'on, which was derived from relic gious diff erences, 
and which, as-it is of a peculiar and commonly a very 
cbitinate nature; the popularity of Henry was not able 
to overcome. "The Lollards were every day en rcreafing in 
the kingdom, and were become a ane party, which 
j mely dangerous to the church, and even 
formidable to the civil authority ‘The enthufiafn by 


Creu 


Fever PS em Fene 
i} tnefe feQaries were generally adtuat ted, the creat 
S * 


alterations Baie they pretended to intrody ce, the hatred 
which thew sai the if i 

which they 1 aga the cftablithed hierarchy, 
! Hit, Croyland, contin. Hall, «346 m Ho- 

lingthed, p, 545. a Walfings 1am, 
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save an alarm to Henry; who, either from a fincere at-C ~— P. 
tachment to the ancient religion, or from a dread of the isin ca 
unknown confequences, which attend all important 1413: 
changes, was determined to execute the laws againft fuch 

bold innovators. The head of this fe& was Sir John 
Oldcaftle, lord Cobham, a nobleman, who had diftin- 

guifhed himfelf by his valour and his military talents, 

and had, on many occafions, acquired the sea both 

of the late and of the prefent king®. His high charaéter 

and his zeal for the new fect pointed him out to Arundel, 
archbifhop of Canterbury,-as the proper vi@tim of eccle- 

fiaftical feverity ; whofe punifhment would ftrike a terror 

into the whole party, and teach them that they muft ex- 

pect no mercy under the prefent adminiftration. He ap- 

plied to Henry for a permiffion to indié lord Cobham P; 

but the generous nature of that prince was averfe to fuch 
fanguinary methods of converfion. © He reprefented to the 


primate, that reafon and conviction were the beft expe~ 
dients for fupporting truth; that all gentle means ought 
- t to = tried, in order to reclaim men from error ; and 

t he himfelf would endeavour, by a converfation with 
Cobham, to reconcile him to the catholic faith. But he 
found that nobleman obftinate in his Opinions, and de- 
termined not to facrifice truths of fuch infinite moment 
to his complaifance for fovereigns 1. Henry’s principles 
of toleration, or rather his love of the practice, could 
carry him no farther ; and he then gave full reins to ec- 
The 
ith the affiftance of his 


clefiatti 


| feverity againit this inflexible herefiarch. 


primate indicted Cobham ; and w 


three fuffragans, the bifhops of London, Winchefter, 
and St. David’s, condemned him to the flames for his 
erroneous opinions. Cob] confined in the 


Tower, made his efcape be appointed for his 


® Walfingham, p. 382. P_Fox’s Aéts and Monuments, p. 512. 


Rymer, vol. ix, p.6t. Wallin P- 323+. 
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execution, 
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execution. The bold fpi 
perfecution and Sick slated 


rit,of this man, provoked’ by 
by zeal, was urged to attempt 
the moft criminal: enterprizes; and his unlimited autho 


rity over the new fect proved, that he well merited the 


attention of. the civil magiftrate. «He formed in his re- 


1s againft his enemies; and” difs 


tebe his emiflaries to all quarters, appointed a gene- 


jvous of the party, in order to feize the perfon 
of the king at Eltham, and put their perfecutors to the 
{word *.. Henry, apprized of their intention, removed 
to Weftminfter: Cobham was not difcouraged by this 
difappointment ;. but changed the’ place of rendezvous 
to the fields near St. Giles :°‘The king, having fhut the 
gates of the city, to prevent any re-inforcement to the 
Lollards- from that quarter, came into the fields ’in the 
night-time, feized fuch of the confpirators as appeared, 
and afterwards laid hold of the feveral parties, who were 
haftening to the place appeinted. It appeared, that a few 
only were in the fecret of the confpiracy: The reft im- 
plicitly followed their leaders: But upon the trial of the 
ee the treafonable defigns of the fect were render- 
ed certain, ‘both from evidence and from the confefion 
of the criminals themfelves *. Some were executed; 
the greater number pardoned *. Cobham himfelf, who 
made his efcape by flight, was not brought to juftice, till 
four years after ; hen he was hanged as a traitor; and 
his body was burnt on the gibbet, in execution of the 


‘Sentence pronounced againft him as a heretic". This 


criminal defien, which was perhaps fomewhat aggravated 


“by the rerays brought difcredit upon the party, and 


checked the‘progrefs of that feét, which had embraced 
the eee dogtrines of Wickliffe, and at the fame 


time afpired to a reformation of ecclefiaftical abufés. 


r Walfingham, p. 385. Frag, P- 554. Hall, fol.35. Ho- 
finghhed; p. 544. t Rymer, vol. ix. p. 11g, 129, 193. a Wal. 
fingham, p.4co. Otterbourne,:p. 220, Holingthed, ps 564, 


THESE 


‘THESE two poi! 


he hulk taf the notioatr mmo nnt afec® 
ne pulk or tne nation was Nor amece 


o 


lards; but 
fame degre 


vious reflection had difeovel re 


ee by both of them. Common fenfe 


d to the people the a 


of a reformation in but the age was 


the f{pirit of Contro- 


i 


fo far advanced as to 


verfy, or to enter into thofe abftrufe dof&trines, which the 


/ 
1 wo 1: 
Lolla ards 5 end 1c avou throus! Hout the cine- 


sale: -The-very notior 


SsFGibni8 : Curiofity was not, as yet, a proper 


balance to authority: And even many, who 


ereatelt f 


to exprefs their deteftation of the fpec 
Wickliffites, which, they feared, threw di 


a-caufe. <I 


turn of thou 


proceedings of the par! itt 
coment after the detectioi acy. 
That affembly pafled fevere laws as tics: 


The py ena acted, that whoever was icted of 
before the Ordinary, befides fufferin pu 
> i 


7 A wth 


according to the laws formerly citablilhea, fhould aifo 


forfeit his lands and goods to the kine; and that the 
chancellor, treafurer, jufh rches, iffs, 
juftices of the peace, and all in every 


oe and borough, i fhould take an oath to ufe 
endeavours for the extirpation of | 


1 
parliament, when the king demanded fupply, renewed the 


offer formerly prefied upon his father, and entreated him to 


feize all the ecclefiaftical revenues, and convert them to 


the ufe of the crown ®. The clergy were alarmed: The 


5 


< 


could offerthe king no bribe which was equivatent : They 


only agreed to confer on him all the priories alien, w yhich 


" 2 Hen, V. chap. 7, x Hall, fol, 35. 


depended 
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bequeathed to thefe abl bics, when that pro vince conan 


united to England: And Chicheley, now archbifhop of 
Canterbury, endeayoured to divert the blow, by giving 
eccupation to the king, and by perfuading him to widen 
take 2 war againft France, in order to recover his loft 


hte ¢rn +} 


Tigbdts to th 


lat Kinoe 

ir was the dying injunction of the late king to his 
fon, not to allow the Englith to remain long in peace, 
which was apt to breed inteftine commotions; but to 
employ them in foreign ex peditions, by which the prince 


ht acquire honour ; ibs pobilit Peete tha aring his dan- 


reftlefs fn ee: find | occupation for dheir inquietude, The 


patil difpofition of Henry fufficiently inclined him to 


follow this advice, and the civil diforders of Fra ance, 
Eerie 


vhich had been lengthened out beyond thofe of England, 


ull carreer to his ambition, 


harles V. which followed foon after 
|. and the youth of his fon, Charles 
ingdoms for fome time in a fimilar 
fituation ; and it was not to be apprehended, that either 
of them, during a minority, would be able to make much 
of the weaknefs of the other. ‘T] he jealoufies 


cen Charles’s three uncles, the dukes of Anjou, 
rundy, had diftraGted the affairs of France 
more than thofe between the dukes of Lancatter, 
York, and Gloucefter, Richard’s three uncles, difordered 
thofe of England; and had carried off the attention of 


the French nation from any vigorous enterprize againft 
foreign fates. But in proportion as Charles advanced j in 


years, the factions were compofed ; his two uncles, the 


dikes of Anjou and Bur gundy, died; and the king him- 


¥ Hall, fol, 35, 36, 


| 


{elf 


ahaly 


1 a Shi" ta al V5 ey 


felf, affluming the reins of government, difcovered fymptorms © 


of genius and fpirit, which revived the drooping hopes of 
his country. This promifing ftate of affairs was not of long 
duration: The unhappy prince fell fuddenly into a fit of 
frenzy, which rendered him incapable of exercifing his 


authority ; and though he recovered from this difor 


he was fo fubject to relapfes, that his judg 


dually, but fenfibly impaired, and no fteady plan of go- 


vernment could be purfued by him; ‘The adminiftration 
of affairs was difputed between his brother; Lewis duke 
of Orleans, and his coufin-german, John duke of Bur- 
gundy: ‘T’he propinquity to the crown pleaded in favour 
of the former: The latter, who, in right of his mother, 
had inherited the county of Flanders, which he annexed 
to his father’s extenfive dominions, derived a luftre from 
his fuperior power: The people were divided between 
= 


thefe contending princes: And the king, now refuming 


o c 


1 1 are) } 
v, Kept tne victory unac- 


and now dropping his author 


cided, and prevented any regulaz of the ftate, 


by the final prevalence of either 


At length, the dukes of 


feeming to be moved by the cries of 


the interpofition of common friends, < 
j 
paft quarrels in oblivion, and to enter into ftrict amity 


altar to the # 


together : They fwore before the erity of 


this friendfhip; the prieft adminiftered the facrament to 


both of them; they gave to each other every 


which could be deemed facred among men: Bi 


folemn preparation was only a cover for the baf 


chery, which was deliberately premeditated by the d 


of Burgundy. He procured his rival to be aflafi 


y: , 
hateG ili the 


ftreets of Paris : He endeavoured for fome time to conceal 


f o detected, 


the part which he took in the crime: But bei 


he embraced a refolution fil] more criminal and more 


dangerous to fociety, by openly avowing and juftifying 


a a i 


CMAP, ‘Phe parliament of 
uw... tice, heard the haran 
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Paris itfelf, the tribunal of juf- 
gues of the duke’s advocate in defence 


a 


of oem aati which * dénominated tyrannicide ; and 


that affembly, partly influenced by faction, partly over- 


awed by power pronounced no fentence of condemnation 


> felt fh 


oe deteftable doétrine +. 


The fame queftion was 


fore the council of Conftance; and 
ty, that a feeble decifion, in five of 
the contrary opinion, was procured from thefe fathers of 
the church, the minifters of peace and of religion. But 
effeéts of that tenet, had they been be- 
fore anywife doubtful, 


the mifchievous 
appeared fufficient] ly from the 
prefent incidents. “The commiftion of this crime, which 


deftroyed all ‘truft and ss | rendered the war impla- 


the French parties, and cut off every means 
of peace and accommodation. The princes of the blood, 
combining with the young duke of Orleans and his bro- 


thers, made violent war on the duke of Burgund r3; and 
> ys 


the unhappy kine, feized fométimes by one party, fome- 
transferred alternate ly to each of them 


The provinces were 


times by anot 
the appearance of legal aut hority. 


laid wafte by mutu 


depredations : Affaflinations were 
every where committed: from the animofity of the feveral 
leaders ; or what was equally: terrible, executions were 
ordered without any legal or free trial, by pretended courts 
of judicaturé.© The whole biAetions was diftinguifhed 


inito two parties, the Burgundians; and the Avinagndbes 3 


fo the adherents of the young duke of Orleans were calleds 


from the count of Armagnac, father-in-law to that prince. 


The city of Paris, diftraGted: between them, but inclin- 
ing more to the Bur 
blood and violence; 
detained 


rgundians, was a perpetual fcene of 
the kingand royal family were often 
captives in the hands of the populace ; their’ 


% La Laboureur, liv, x 


@ Ibid. liv, 27 


faithful 


ingerous for 


inguifhe: tl 


{-honour, 


be d 


to the prin 


a 


Loch avh<snaeter 
ciples of probity 


fcene.of general violence, there roft 


fome confideration a body of men, which ufu 


no’ figure in public tranfa even during the mioft 


| oe a 3 rae the a ieaiiee Po DParnic 
yeaceful times; and that was the univerfity of Paris 


on was {ec ymetimes 


wee opini 


church was at that 


parties. 


time diy occafioned freq 


fies in the univerfity, had raifed the profeffors*to an uns 
b i 


ufual degree of importance 5 and this connexion bet 


literature and fuperftition had beftowed* on the former a 


, to which reafon and know are not, of them- 


entitled among men: But there swas:ano- 


whofe fentimer > 
whoic ientiments were muc h 


+e ee mn 


‘is, the ava ans of butchers, who, unde 


— 
PS} 
im 


5 had deel] ‘eal for the sduke of Bur- 


gundy, and patted the moft violent outrages againft 
the oppofite party. To counterbalance;their power, the 


nade intereft with the fraterr 


Armagn:z 


ity.of carpenters y 


age 
nh micnt 


se made of thefe confu- 


accorcins to 
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CHA P-carry a violent war into that diftratted kingdom. But 


tee While he was making p 


141s. 


sreparations for this end, he tried 
to effectuate his purpofe by negotiation; and he fent over 
embaffadors to Paris, offering a perpetual peace and al- 
liance; but demanding Catharine, the French king’s 
, two millions of crowns as her por- 


daughter; in mar 
tion, one million fix hundred thoufand as the arrears of 
king John’s ranfom, and the immediate poffeffion and full 
fovereignty of Normandy and of all the other provinces, 
which had been ravifhed from England by the arms of 
Philip Auguftus ; together with the fuperiority of Bri- 
tanny and Flanders. . Such exorbitant demands fhow, 
that he was fenfible of the prefent miferable condition of 
France; and the terms, offered by the French court, 
though much inferior, difcover their confcioufnefs of the 
fame melancholy truth. ‘They were willing to give him 
the princefs in marriage, to pay him eight hundred thou- 
fand crowns, to refign the entire fovereignty of Guienne, 
and to annex to that province the country of Perigord, 


Rovergue, Xaintonge, the Angoumois, and other terri« 


tories *. As Henry rejected thefe conditions, and fcarcely 
hoped that his own demands would be complied with, 
he never intermitted a moment his preparations for war, 
and having afflembled a great fleet and army at South- 
ampton, having invited all the nobility and military men 
of the kingdom to attend him by the hopes of glory and 
of conqueit, he came to the fea-fide, with a purpofe of 
embarking on his expedition. 


5 Rymer, vol. ix. p. 208. 

© Ibid. p.2tz. It is reported by fome hiftofians (fee Hitt. Croyl. Cont, 
p: 00.) that the Dauphin, in derifion of Henry’s claims and diffolute chaé 
racter, fent him a box of tenhis balls: intimating that thefe imple nents’ of 
pley were better adapted to him than the infruments of war. But this ftory 
is by no means credible ; the great conceffions made by the court of France, 
thow, that they had already entertained a juft idea of Henry's character, as 


well as of their own fituation, 


8 Bur 
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Bur while Henry was meditating conquefts 


neighbours, he unexpectedly found himfelf 
from aconfpiracy at héme, which was happil 
in its infancy. ‘The earl of Cambridg 
late duke of York, having efp 

of Marche, had 


family ; and had held fome conferences 
Scrope of Mafham, and Sir Thomas Grey of Heton 
about the means of BOGOVEY is 


right to the crown of 
as detected, 
Henry” proceede ; 
demnation. The utmoeft that could be expe 


beft king in thofe ages, was, that he would fo far obferve 
the iisirsiaks of juftice, as not to make an innocent per- 


fon a victim to his feverity: Rut as he formalities of 
y 


law, which are often as material as the eflentials them- 


felves, they were fa d without feruple to the leat in- 
tereft or convenience, A jury of commoness was fu 


moned: ‘The three conf{pirators were. i: 
them: The conftable of Soiit hampton caftle fwore, that 


} 


they had fep: arately confefled their ouilt to him: Without 


other evid 


as Grey wes con 


sut as tlie eat of Ca e E 
the privilege of their petraze, if 


iohteen 


ced in court, nof heard in 


death upon 


defence ; vi 


Me 1 was every way irregu lar and unfatisf 


entence was foon after executed: 


“a : , 4 < 
Was accufed Or i having given his appropation 
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c BP P. racy, and received a general pardon from the king *. He 
us was probably either innocent of the crime imputed to him, 


or had made reparation by his early repentance and-dif- 
covery *. 
THE fucceffes, which the arms of England have, in 
different ages, obtained over thofe of France, have been 
much owing to the favourable fituation of the former 
kingdom. The Englifh, happily feated in an ifland, 
could make advantage of every misfortune which attended 
their neighbours, and were little expofed to the danger of 
reprizals. “Chey never left their own country, but when 
they were conducted by a king of extraordinary genius, 
or found their enemy divided by inteftine factions, or were 
fupported by a powerful alliance on the continent; and 
as all thefe circumftances concurred at prefent to favour 
their enterprize, they had reafon to expe&t from it a:pro- 
portional fuecefs. The duke of Burgundy, expelled 
France by a combination of the princes, had been fe- 
cretly foliciting the alliance of England®; and Henry 
knew, that this prince, though he fcrupled at firft to join 
the inveterate encmy of his country, would willingly, if 
he faw any probability of fuccefs, both affift him with his 
Flemith fubje&ts, and draw over to the fame caufe all his 
numerous partizans in France. ‘Trufting therefore to this 
circumftance, but without eftablithing any concert with 
the duke, he put to fea, and landed near Harfleur, at the 
head of an army of 6000 men at arms, and 24,000 foot, 
moftly archers. He immediately began the fiege of that 
place, which was valiantly defended by @’Eftouteville, 
and under him by de Guitri, de Gaucourt, and others of 
the French nobility: But as the garrifon was weak, and 
the fortifications in bad repair, the governor was at laft 
obliged to capitulate; and he promifed to furrender the 


© Rynier, voli ix. p. 303. 
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place if"he received no fuctour before the eighteenth of C oie P. 
September.. The day came, and there was no ap pearance oy 
Of a French army to rélieve him: Yet he fill de layed, on = 4415 
various pretences, to open the gates ; till Henry, incenfed 
at this breach of faith, ordered a general aflault, took 
the town by ftorm, and put all the garrifon to the fword ; 
except fome gentlemen, whom the victorious army, in 
hopes of reaping profit by their ranfom, were induced to 
{pare * 

THE fatigues of this fiege, and the unufual heat of 
the feafon, had fo watted the Englifh army, that Henry 
could enter on no farther enterprize ; and was obliged to 
think of returning into England. He had difmiffed his 
tranfports, which could not fafely anchor iit an open road 
upon the enemy’s coaft: And he lay under a neceflity of 
marching by land to Calais, before he could reach a place 
of fafety. A numerous Frefich army of 14,000 men at 
arms and 40,000 foot was by this time aflembled in Nor- 
mandy under the conftable d’Albret; a force, which, if 
prudently condutted, was fufficient either to trample 
down the Englifh in the open field, or to harrafs and 
reduce to nothing their fmall ar my, before they could 
finith fo long and dificult a march. Henry, therefore, 
cautioufly offered to facrifice his conqueft of Harfleur for 
a fafe paflage to Calais; but his propofal being rejected 
by the French court, ne determined to make his way by 
valour and policy through all the oppofition of the ene- 

my‘. That he might not difcourage his army by the 
appearance of flight, or expofe them to thofe hazards 
which naturally attend precipitate marches, he made flow 
and deliberate journies *, till he reached the Somme, 
which he propofed to pafs at the ford of Bl anquetague, the 


fame place where Edward, in a like fituation, had before 


h Le Laboureur, liv, 35+ chap, 4, 5. i Thid, liv, 35. chap. 6. 
k T, Livii, p. 12. 
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C H A Pefcaped from Philip de Valois. But he found) the ford 


MIN, a oie 
—., rendered impaflable by the precaution of the French ge- 
wane t g 
1415.  neral, and guarded by a ftrong body on the opp 
bz he was t c bli march higher up 
th order to afiage. . He was 


ing parties of the 
ther fide ready to 


continually harafied on hi 


= 


enemy ; faw bodies of troops on the 
oppofe every Mats his provifions were cut off; his 
foldiers languifhed with ficknefs and fatigue; and. his af- 
fairs feemed to be reduced to a defperate fituation: When 
he was fo dexterous or fo fortunate as to feize by fur- 
prize a paflage-near St. Quintin, which had not been fuf- 


ficiently guarded ; and he fafely carried over his army.™. 
Rattle of Henry then bent his march northwards to Calais ; but 
Aaincoure he was ftill expofed to great and imminent danger from 
the enemy, who had alfo paffed the Somme, and threw 
themfelves full in his way, with a purpofe of intercepting 
asth O&. his retreat. After he had pafled the fmall river of Ver- 
nois at Blangi, he was furprized to obferve from the 
heights the whole French army drawn up in the plains of 
Azincour, and fo pofted that it was impoffible for him to 
proceed on his march, without coming to an engage- 
ment, Nothing in appearance could be more’ unequal 
than the battle, upon which all his fafety and his fortunes 
now depended. .The Englith arm y was little more than 
half the number, which had difembarked at’ Harfleur; 
and they laboured under every difcouragement and ne- 


cefity. The.enemy was four times more numerous; 
was headed by the dauphin and all the princes of the 
blood; and was, plentifally fupplied with provificns of 
sry kind. - Henry’s fituatio on was exactly fimilar to that 

f Edward at Crefly, and. that of the Black Prince at 
Po Chie 


rs; and the memory of thefe great events; Bins 
ie 


17 hh ry a4hy varitt 1Wace 
ing the Englifh with courage, made them hope for a like 
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deliverance from their prefent difficulties. The king® HA P. 


likewife obferved the fame prudent condu& which had 
been followed by thefe great commanders: He drew up 
his army on a narrow ground between two woods, which 
guarded each flank; and he patiently expeéted in that 
pofture the attack of the enemy ® 

Hap the French conftable been ab le, either to reafon 
juftly upon the prefent a se the two armies, 
or to profit by paft experience, he had decli 
and had waited, till neceflity, ee the Enelifh to 


° 


ined a combat, 


advance, had made them relinquifh the advantas ges of their 
fituation. But the impetuous valour of the nobility, and 


Sy broug oht on th 


a vain confidence in fuperior num i 


Is 
fatal action, which proved the fource of infinite calamities 
to their country. The French archers on horfeback and 


theix men at arms, crowded in their ranks, advanced 


archers, who had fixed pallifadoes “in 


their front to break the impreffion of the enemy, and who 


- 


ipon the Enelifl 


Jafely plyed them, from behind that defence 


fhower of arrows, which nothing could 
? g 


clay foil, moiftened by fome rain, which had lately fallen 


proved another obftacle to the force of the F 
The wounded men and _ horfes difcompofed their 


‘The narrow compafs, in which they were pe 
> y I 


them from recovering any order: The whole 2 


{cene of confufion, terror, and difmay : And ] 
ceiving his advantage, ordered the Englith archers, who 
ere light and unincumbered, ‘to advance upon the ene- 


my, oad feize the moment of vi@tory. T 


their battle-axes upon the French, who, in their 7 


pofture, were incapable eit 
fence: They hewed them in pieces without re 
And being feconded by the men at arms 
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p> 19- Le Labeureur, liv, 35. chap. 7... Montftrelc ty char 
? 93+ Ypod. Neuit, p, 584, 


XIX. 


SESS ony 


1415. 


102 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


C H A P. pufhed on againft the enemy, they covered the field ‘with 
w—__ the killed, wounded, difmounted, and overthrown. Af- 


1415, 


ter all appearance of oppofition was over, the Englith 
had leifure to make prifoners; and having advanced with 
uninterrupted fuccefs to the open plain, they there faw 
the remains of the French rear-euard, which ftill main- 
tained the appearance of a line of. battle. At the fame 
time, they heard an alarm from behind: Some gentlemen 
of Picardy, having collected about 600 peafants, had 
fallen upon the Englifh baggage, and were doing execu- 
tion on the unarmed followers of the camp, who fled be- 
fore them. Henry, feeing the enemy on all fides of him, 
began to entertain apprehenfions from his prifoners ; and 
he thought it necefiary to iffue general ordérs for putting 
them to death: But on the difcovery of the truth, he 
ftopped the flaughter, and was ftill able to fave a great 
number. 

No battle was ever more fatal to France, by the num- 
ber of princes and nobility, flain or taken prifoners. Among 
the former were the conftable himfelf, thé count of Nevers 
and the duke of Brabant, brothers to the duke of Burgun- 
dy, the count of Vaudemont, brother to the duke of Lor- 
yaine, the duke of Alengon, the duke of Barre, the count 
of Marle. The moft eminent prifoners were the dukes 
of Orleans and Bourbon, the counts @Eu, Vendome, and 
Richemont, and the marefchal of Boucicaut, An arch- 
bifhop of Sens alfo perifhed fighting in this battle. ‘The 
killed are computed’ on the whole’to have amounted to 
ten thoufand men; and as the flaughter fell chiefly upon 
the cavalry, it is pretended, that, “of thefe, eight thou- 
fand were gentlemen. Henry was mafter of 14,000 pri- 
foners. The perfon of chief note, who fell among the 
Englith, was the duke of York, who perifhed fighting by 
the king’s fide, and had an end more honourable than his 
life. He was fucceeded in his honours and fortune by his 


nephew, 
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nephew, fon of the earl of Cambridge, executed in the C H A P. 


beginning of the year. All the Englith, who were flain, 
exceeded not forty; though fome writers make the num- 
bers more confiderable. 

Tue three great battles of Crefly, Poitiers, and Azin- 
cour bear a fingular refemblance to each other, in their 
moft confiderable circumftances. In all of them, there 
appears the fame temerity in the Englith princes, who, 
without any object of moment, merely for the fake of plun- 
der, had ventured fo far into the enemies’ country as to 
leave themfelves no retreat ; and unlefs faved by the ut- 
moft imprudence in the French commanders, were, from 
their very fituation, expofed to inevitable deftru@tion. But 
allowance being made for this temerity, which, according 
to the irregular plans of war, followed in thofe ages, 
feems to have been, in fome meafure, unavoidable; there 
appears, in the day of action, the fame prefence of mind, 
dexterity, courage, firmnefs, and precaution on the part 
pf the Englifh; The fame precipitation, confufion, and 
vain confidence on the part of the French: And the 
events were fuch as might haye been expected from fuch 
oppofite conduct, The immediate confequences too of 
thefe three great victories were fimilar: Inftead of pufh- 
ing the French with vigour, and taking advantage of 
their confternation, the Englifh princes, after their vic- 
tory, feem rather to haye relaxed their efforts, and to have 
allowed the enemy leifure to recover from his loffes. 
Henry interrupted not his march a moment after the bat- 
tle of Azincour ; he carried his prifoners to Calais, and 
from thence to England ; he even concluded a truce with 
the enemy ; and it was not till after an interval of two 
years that any body of Englifh troops appeared in 
France. : 

THE poverty of all the European princes, and the 
fmall refources of their kingdoms, were the caufe of thefe 
continual interruptions in their hoftilities ; and though the 
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C #4 P. maxims of war were in general deftructive, their military 
ft 


‘ operations were mere incurfions, which, without any fet- 
4415.  tled plan, ei carried on againft each other. . The 
luftre, however, attending the victory of Azincour, pro- 

cured fome fupplies from the Englifh parliament; though 

ftill unequal to the expences of a campaign: They 
granted Henry an entire fifteenth of moveables ; and they 


conferred on him for life the duties of tonnage and pound- 
age, and the fubfidies on the exportation of wool and 


leather, This conceffion is more confiderable’ than that 
ich had been ‘granted te Richard II. by his laft parli- 


gr 
ament,* and vi was afterwards, on his depofition, 


made fo great an article of charge again{t him. 
Sta 


France, 


Bur during this interruption of hoftilities from Eng- 


France was expofed to all the furies of civil war ; 


and the feveral parties became every day more enraged 
againft each other. ©The’ duke of Burgundy, confident 
that the French minifters and generals were entirely dif- 


1 


credited by the misfortune at Azincour, advanced with a 


great army to Paris, and attempted to re-inftate ‘himfelf 


in poflefiion of the government, as well as of the perfon 


of the king. . But his partizans in that city were over- 
awed by the court, and kept in fubjection: The duke 
defpaired. of: fucce ons and. he retired with his forces; 
which he imt mediately difbanded in the Low-Countries %. 
He was next year invited to make a new a ttempt, by fome 
violent quarrels, which broke out in. the royal family. 
‘Fhe queen, Habeila, daughter of the duke of Bavaria, 
who had been hitherto’an inveterate enemy to the Bur- 
gundian- fact 19 had received a great injury from the 
other party, which the im placable {pirit of that princefs 
was never abl..to forgive. ° The public necefiities obliged 
the count of Armagnac, created ‘conftable of France in 


lace ef -d’Albret, to feize the great treafures which Ifa- 
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bella had amaffed ; and when fhe exprefled her dijpleafure © aor P. 
at this injury, he infpired into the weak mind of the spacial 
king fome jealoufies concerning her condu&t, and pufhed 1416. 
him to feize, and put to the torture, and afterwards throw 

into the Seine, Bois-bourdon, her favourite, whom he 

accufed of a commerce of gallantry with that princefs. 

The queen herfelf was fent to Tours, and confined under 

a guard"; and after fuffering thefe multiplied infults, the 

no longer fcrupled to enter into a correfpondence with 

the duke of Burgundy, As her fon, the dauphin Charles, 

a youth of fixteen, was entirely governed by the faction 

of Armagnac, fhe extended her animofity to him, and 

fought his deftruction with the moft unrelenting hatred, 

She had foon an opportunity of rendering her unnatural 

purpofe effectual. The duke of Burgundy, in concert 

with her, entered France at the head of a great army : 

e made himfelf mafter of Amiens, Abbeville, Dourlens, 
Montreiiil, and other towns in Picardy ; Senlis, Rheims, 
Chalons, Troye, and Auxerre, declared themfelves of 
his party *. He got pofleffion of Beaumont, Pontoife, 
Vernon, Meulant, Montlheri, towns in the neighbour- 
hood of Paris; and carrying farther his progrefs towards 


the weft, he feized Etampes, Chartres, and other for- 
treffes; and was at laft able to deliver the queen, who 
fied to Troye, and openly declared againft thofe mini- 


fters, who, fhe faid, detained her hufband in captivity ¢. 


MEANWHILE, the partizans of Burgundy raifed acom- 1477, 
motion in Paris, which always inclined to that fadtion. 
Lile-Adam, one of the duke’s captains, was received into 
the city in the night-time, and headed the infurre¢tion of 
the people, which in a moment became fo impetuous, 
that nothing could oppofe it. The perfon of the king 
was feized : 


he dauphin made his efcape with difficulty : 
* St. Remi, chap.74.° Monftrelet, chap. 167. 8 St, Remi, 
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c ue P. Great numbers of the faGtion of Armagnac were imme- 
PR a tle diately butchered : The count himfelf, and many perfons 
¥417- of note, were thrown into prifon: Murders were daily 
committed from private animofity, under pretence of fac- 

tion: And the populace, not fatiated with their fury, 

and deeming the courfe of public juftice too, dilatory, 

broke into the prifons, and put to death the count of 
Armagnac, and all the other nobility who were there 


confined ". 
New invas WHILE France was in fuch furious combuftion, and 
fion of : 
France. Was fo ill prepared to refift a foreign enemy, Henry, hay- 


ut Auguft. ing collected fome treafure, and levied an army, landed 
in Normandy at the head of 25,000 men; and met with 
no confiderable oppofition from any quarter. He made 
1418. himfelf mafter of Falaife and Cherbourg; Evreux and 
Caen fubmitted to him; Pont de l’Arche opened its 
gates; and Henry, having fubdued all the lower Nor- 
mandy, and received a reinforcement of 15,000 men from 
England ¥, formed the fiege of Roiien, which was de- 
fended by a garrifon of 4000 men, feconded by the inha- 
bitants, to the number of 15,000*. ‘The Cardinal des 
Urfins here attempted to incline him towards peace, and 
to moderate his pretenfions: But the king replied to him 
in fuch terms as fhewed that he was fully fenfible of all 
his prefent advantages: ‘* Do you not fee,” faid he, 
** that God has led me hither as by the hand? France 
** has no fovereign: I have juft pretenfions on that king- 
*< dom: Every thing is here in the utmoft confufion: 
“© No one thinks of refifting me. Can I have a.more 
** fenfible proof, that that Being, who difpofes of em- 
** pires, has determined to put the crown of France upon 

*¢ my head ?” y 
Bur though Henry had opened his mind to this fcheme 
ef ambition, he ftill continued to negotiate with his ene- 
a St. Remi, chap. 85, 86. Monftrelet, chap, 118. w Walfing- 


ham, p, 400, x St. Remi, chap. o1, Y Juvenal des Urfins, 
5 Mes 


H E N= RY Vv. 10% 


mies, and endeavoured to obtain more fecure, though lefs C . : P. 
confiderable advantages. He made, at the fame time, Ly 
offers of peace to both parties; to the queen and duke of 1418. 
Burgundy on the one hand, who, having pofleffion of the 
king’s perfon, carried the appearance of legal authority 2; 
and to the dauphin on the other, who, being the un- 
doubted heir of the monarchy, was adhered to by every 
one that payed any regard to the true interefts of their 
country *. “Thefe two parties alfo carried on a continual 
negotiation with each other, The terms propofed on all 
fides were perpetually varying; The events of the war, 
and the intrigues of the cabinet, intermingled with each 
other: And the fate of France remained long in this un- 
certainty. After many negotiations, Henry offered the 
queen and the duke of Burgundy to make peace with 
them, to efpoufe the princefs Catharine, and to accept of 
all the provinces ceded to Edward III. by the treaty of 
Bretigni, with the addition of Normandy, which he was 
to receive in full and entire fovereignty *. Thefe terms 
were f{ubmitted to: There remained only fome circumftan- 1419 
ces to adj uft, in order to the entire completion of the treaty : 
But in this interval the duke of Burgundy fecretly finifhed 
his treaty with the Dauphin; and thefe two princes agreed 
to fhare the royal authority during King Charles’s life- 
time, and to unite their arms in order to expel foreign 
enemies *, 

Tuis alliance, which feemed to cut off from Henry 
all hopes of farther fuccefs, proved in the iffue the moft 
favourable event, that could have happened for his pre-~ 
tenfions. Whether the Dauphin and duke of Burgundy 
were ever fincere in their mutual engagements is uncer- 
tain ; but very fatal effects refulted from their momentary 
and feeming union, The two princes agreed to an in- 
terview, in order to concert the means of rendering effec- 

2 Rymer, vol, ix, p. 7175 7406 a Ibid. p; 626, &e. 
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€¢ HAP. tual their common attack on the Englifh; but how both 
Pine moi or cither of them could with fafety venture upon this con- 
7429» ference, it feemed fomewhat difficult to contrive. The 
aflaffination, perpetrated by the duke of Burgundy, and 
ftill more, his open avowal of the deed, and defence of 
the doctrine, tended to diflolve all the bands of civil fo- 
ciety ; and even men of honour, who detefted the exam- 
ple, might decm it juft, on a favourable opportunity, to 
fetaliate upon the author. The duke, therefore, who 
neither dared to give, nor could pretend to expe& any 
truft, agreed to all the contrivances for mutual fecurity, 
which were propofed by the minifters of the datphin. 
‘The two princes came to Montereau; The duke lodged 
in the caftle; the dauphin in the town, which was di- 
vided from the caftle by the river Yonne: The bridge 
between them was chofen for the place of intetyiew: 
‘Two high rails were drawn acrofs the bridge: The 
gates on each fide were euarded, one by the officers of 
the dauphin, the other by thofe of the duke: The princes 
Were to enter into the intermediate fpace by the oppo- 
fite gates, accompanied each by ten perfons; and with 
all thefe marks of diffidence, to conciliate their mutual 
friendfhip. But it appeared, that no precautions are fuffi- 
cient, where laws have no place, and where all principles 
of honour are utterly abandoned, Tannegui de Chatel, 
and others of the dauphin’s retainers, had been zealous 
partizans of the late duke of Orleans; and they deter- 
jnined to feize the opportunity of revenging on the aflaffin 
4fine- the murder of that prince; They no fooner entered the 
tion of the : o > 
duke of Bur. Fails, than they drew their fwords and attacked the duke 
se’y. of Burgundy: His friends were aftonifhed, and thought 
not of making any defence; and all of them either fhared 
his fate, or were taken’ prifoners by the retinue of the 
dauphin 4, 


# St, Remi, chap, 97 Monftrélet, chap, 217, 
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whether he were admitted. into the fecret of the con{pi- 
x 
his moft intimate friends, who ftill retained their con-= 


racy: But as the deed was committed under his eye, by 


nexions with him, the blame of the a&tion, which was 
certainly more imprudent than criminal, fell entirely 
upon him. ‘The whole ftate of affairs was every where 
is unexpected incident. The city of Paris, 
pailionateiy devoted to the family of Burgundy, broke out 


changed by t! 


into the higheft fury againft the dauphin. The court of 


king Charles entered from intereft into the fame views ;: 
and as all the minifters of that monarch had owed their 
ferment to the late duke, and forefaw their downfall 


if the dauphin recovered pofleffion of his father’s perfon, 


cerned to prevent by any means the fuccefs 
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fors: He even threatened Paris, ahd by the terror of his 
arms, had obliged the court to remove to Troye: And 
in the midft of his fuccefles, he was agreeably furprifed, 
to find his enemies, inftead of combining againft him for 
their mutual defence, difpofed to rufh into his arms, and 
to make him the inftrument of their vengeance upon each 
other. A league was immediately concluded at Arras 
between him and the duke of Burgundy. ‘That prince, 
without ftipulating any thing for himfelf, except the pro- 
fecution of his father’s murder, and the marriage of the 
duke of Bedford with his fifter; was willing to facrifice 
the kingdom to Henry’s ambition ; and he agreed to every 
demand, made by that monarch. In order to finith this 
aftonifhing treaty, which was to transfer the crown of 
France to a ftranger, Henry went to Troye; accompanied 
by his brothers, the dukes of Clarence and Glocefter ; 
and was there met by the duke of Burgundy. The im- 
becility, into which Charles had fallen, made him inca- 
pable of feeing any thing but through the eyes of thofé 
who attended him; as they; on their part, faw every 
thing through the medium of their paffions. The treaty, 
being already concerted among the parties; was immedi- 
ately drawn, and figned, and ratified: Henry’s will feemed 
to be a law throughout this whole negotiation : Nothing 
was attended to but his advantages. 

THE principal articles of the treaty were, that Henry 
fhould efpoufe the princefs Catharine : That king Charles, 
during his lifetime, fhould enjoy the title and dignity of 
king of France: That Henry fhould be declared and ac- 
knowledged heir of the monarchy, and be entrufted with 
the prefent adminiftration of the government: That that 
kingdom fhould pafs to his heirs general : That France 
and England fhould for ever be united under one king 5 
but fhould ftill retain their feveral ufages, cuftoms, and 
privileges: That all the princes, peers, vaflals, and com- 

munities 
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miinities of France, fhould {wear, that they would bothe BS P, 
adhere to the future fucceffion of Henry, and pay him GA As 
prefent obedience as regent : That this prince fhould unite 1420, 
his arms to thofe of king Charles and the duke of Burz 
gundy, in order to fubdue the adherents of Charles; the 
pretended dauphin: And that thefe three princes fhould 
make no peace or truce with him but by common con- 
fent and agreement *, 

SucH.was the tenor of this famous treaty ; a treaty, 
which as nothing but the moft violent animofity could 
dictate, fo nothing but the power of the fword could carry 
it into execution. It is hard to fay, whether its confe- 
quences, had it taken effe&t, would have proved more 
pernicious to England or to France, It muft have re- 
duced the former kingdom to the rank of a province: It 
would have entirely disjointed the fucceffion of the latter, 
and have brought on the deftruGion of every defcendant 
of the royal family; as the houfes of Orleans, Anjou, 
Alengon, Britanny, Bourbon, and of Burgundy itfelf, 
whofe titles were preferable to that of the Englith princes, 
would on that account have been expofed to perpetual 
jealoufy and perfecution from the fovereign. There was 
even a palpable deficiency in Henry’s claim, which no 
art could palliate. For befides the infuperable objections, 
to which Edward IIId’s pretenfions were expofed, he was 
not heir to that monarch: If female fucceflion were ad- 
mitted, the right had devolved on the houfe of Morti- 
mer: Allowing, that Richard IT, was a tyrant, and that 
Henry IVth’s merits, in depofing him, were fo great to-~ 
wards the Englith, as to juftify that nation for placing 
him on the throne; Richard had nowife offended France, 
and his rival had merited nothing of that kingdom: It 
could not poflibly be pretended, that the crown of France 
was become an appendage to that of England ; and that a 


* Rymer, vol, ix, P» 895, St» Remi, chap, 101. Monftrelet, chap. 223, 
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i Was, without farther queftion, entitled to the former, 
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So that on the whole, it muft be allowed, that Henry’s 
claim to France was, if poffible, ftill more unintelligible, 
than the title, by which his father had mounted the 
throne of England. 

Bur though all thefe confiderations were overlooked; 
amidft the hurry of paffions, by which the courts of 
France and Burgundy were actuated, they would necef- 
farily revive during times of more lcifure and tranquil- 
lity ; and it behoved Henry to pufh his prefent advantages, 


Marriage ofand allow men no time for reafon or refleGtion. In a 


the king. 


few days after, he efpoufed the princefs, Catharine: He 
carried his father-in-law to Paris, and put himfelf in 
pofleffion of that capital: He obtained from the parlia- 
ment and the three eftates a ratification of the treaty of 
‘Troye: He fupported the duke of Burgundy in procur- 
ing a fentence againft the murderers of his father: And 
he immediately turned his arms with fuccefs againft the 
adherents of the dauphin, who, as foon as he heard-of 
the treaty of Troye, took on him the ftyle and autho- 
rity of regent, and appealed to God and his fword for 
the maintenance of his titl 

Tue firft place that Henry fubdued, was Sens, which 
opened its gates after a flight refiftance.. With the fame 
facility, he made himfelf mafter of Montereau. The de+ 
fence of Melun was more obftinate: Barbafan, the go- 
vernor, held out for the {pace of four months again the 
befiegers ; and it was famine alone which obliged him té 
capitulate. Henry ftipulated to {pare the toa of all the 
garrifon, except fuch as were accomplices in the. murder 
of the duke of Burgundy ; and as Barbafan himfelf was 
fufpeled to be of the number, his punifhment was de4 
manded by Philip: But the king had the generofity to im4 
tercede for him, and to prevent his execution &. 


&.Holingthed, p, 577. 
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1A P.and though he declined an open rupture with England, hé 


body of feven thoufand Scots, under the 
command of the earl of Buchan, his fecond fon, to be 
tranfported into France for the fervice of the dauphin. 
To render this aid ineffectual, Henry had, in his former 


i 


expedition, ed over the king of Scots, whom he ob- 


lized to fend orders to his countrymen to leave the French 


fervice ; but the Scotch general replied, that he would 
obey no commands which came from a king. in captivity, 
and that a prince, while in the hands of his enemy, was 
nowife entitled to authority. Thefe troops, therefore, 
continued fill to a&t under the earl of Buchan ; and were 
employed by the dauphin to oppofe the progrefs of the 
duke of Clarence in Anjou. The two armies encoun- 
augé: The Englifh were defeated : The duke 
was flain bySir Allan Swinton, a Scotch knight, 
who commanded a company of men at arms: And the 


~ 


earls of Somerfet ', Dorfet, and Huntingdon, were taken 
prifoners *. This was the firft action ‘that turned the 


tide of fuccefs againft the Englifh; and the dauphin, that 
he might both attach the Scots to his fervice, and re- 
ward the valour and conduét of the earl of Buchan, ho- 
noured that nobleman with the office of conftable. 


Bur the arrival of the king of cE ngland, with fo con- 
fiderable an army, was more than fufficient to repair 
received at Paris with great ex- 
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pressions oO: 


; fo obftinate were the prejudices of the 
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projects vanifhed into fmoke. He was 


and all his mighty 


gee with a fiftula,.a malady, which the furgeons at - 


that time had not {kill enough to cure ; an d he was at laft 
fenfible, that his diftemper was mortal, and that his end 
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‘ther the duke of 


was approaching. 
if few noblemen more, 
nce; 2b he de- 


his laft will with 


V5 
kingdom and family. 


attachment 
| attachment, 
1 faftod 


Froresiea 


during 


Ly mutual good offices. He 


1e muft leave unfinifhed a work 


to the carl of Ww arwic. He 
ed to all of them a great a attention to maintain 


recoinmenge 


the friendfhip of 3ureundy ; and adviled 


them never.to give liberty to the French ee taken 


till his fon were of a and could hi mle 


hold the reins of government... And 
if the fuccefs of their arms. { ild- not enable th t 
if the fuccefs of their arms dhould. not enabie them to 


place young Henry on the 


of France, never at 


leaik to ingdom, unlefs the ene- 


my, by the ceflion of Normandy, and its ar 


the crown compenfatio! 


hazard and-exp 


yp Vail In ean. 7 J te 
next applied himfelf to-his devotions, 


re feven penitential ; 


n 


Monftrelet, chap. 265. Ha) 1.8 


PAbCN @R) Year v: 117 


he interrupted the chaplain, and _, ~S 
tention, after he seats meee full ly 4422 
= made 
dels, and recover pofleffion of ine Holy Land:2:. = So-in- 
> J ) 
genious are men in deceiving themfelves, that Henry 
forgot, in thofe moments, all the blood fpilt by his atm- 
J comfort from this late and feeble 
as the mode of 
Rice = uld 
y u 
in the thirty-f 31% Aug 


in cond 


$s, Were reconcile ed to 


French almoit forgot that 


h 
he was an en : And his c 


ana eaake difcipli: 


as 


“7 yf 1 Pt n 
reo naintai1 


eA 
In Ais 


of. 


itions for the cala- 


: ¢ a ty, 
which his fhort 
That he could for- 


Lawar 
serte vo) 


better title to thx 


his magnani- 


friendfhip 


mity ; and'that:the earl 


is no lefs a proof of | or candour 
and tincerity. There remain in hiftory y few inflances of 


ch2p.-228,. Monftrelet, chap. 265, 


bed 
> 
a 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


CHAP. fuch mutual 2 and ftill fewer where neither party 


XIX, 


CY ia found cpm to 


3492. 


prince, as well as 

ftature was fome- 
intenance beautiful ; 
but full of vigour; and he 
ly exercifes?. He left by 
tb 


only one fon, not full 
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his queen, Catharine of Pre 


e months old; whofe misfortunes, in the courfe of 


his life, furpafled all fe slories and fuccefles of his 


In lefs than two months after Henry’s death, Charles 

VI. of France, his father-in-law eae his un- 
5 

polleffed only the 


happy life. He had, for feveral years 
appearance of royal authority: Yet was this mere appear- 
ance of confider 
the duty and afte 


the dauphin. This prince was pee and crowned 


able advantage to the Englifh ; and divided 


rections of the French between them and 


king of France at Poitiers, under the name of Charles 
Vil. Rheims, the place where this ceremony is ufu- 


ally performed, was at that time in the hands of his 
enemies, 

CATHERINE of France, Henry’s widow, married, foon 
fter his death, a Welfh gentleman, Sir Owen Tudor, 
faid to be dekended from’ the ancient princes of that 
country: She bore him two fons, Edmund and Jafper, 
of whom the eldeft was created earl of Richmond; the , 
fecond earl of Pembroke. The family of Tudor, firt 
raifed to dittinétion by this alliance, mounted afterwards 
the throne of England. 


Mifcellanes 1 HE long fchifm, which had divided the Latin church 
ous tranfac- for near ave years, was finally terminated in this reign 
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by the council. of Conftance; which depofed the pope,. 
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john XXIV. for his crimes, and. eleéted Martin V. 
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ean countries, 
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Q 
from all acti he pawned “Ais jewels and fometimes 


elf *;~he ran if arrears to his army ; and he 


anding all thefe expedients, 


be of his cateer of victory, and to grant 
enemy. The high abe which was given 
very ill with this low income, All 
the extraordinary fupplies, granted by parliament to 
Henry during the courfe.of his reign, were only feven 
enths and fifteenths, about 203,000 pounds‘. It is 
7 to compute how foon this money muft be exhaufted 
by atmie S Of 24,000 archers, and 6000 horfe; wheh each 
archer had Wanitie a~day ", and each horfeman two fhil- 
lings. ~ The- moft plead fuccefles proved commonly. 
very fruitlefs, when fupported by fo poor a revenue; and 


* Rymer, vol’ x, ps 133. $s Ibid. p. 190. t Parlia- 
mentary Hiftory, vol, ii. p. 268. 
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for his victories. The civil 
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never be very regular,iwhere the 


red, made him 


adminiftration, 


government was fo ill 
enabled to fupport itfelf, Henry till within a year of 
‘ts, which he had contraéted when 


ptince of Wales ”. It was in vain that the parliament 


his death owed deb 


patented to ita him from arbitrary practices, when 
he was reduced to fuch neceflities. “Though the right of 
levying E Soe yanee, for inftance, had been exprefsly 
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itfelf, and was 
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sUienily ined of by the commons, it was found 


ubfolutels impracticab} ale to abolith it; and the parliament 
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at ler _ fubmitting to it asa legal prero 


rative, content- 
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The duke of ois th the reign of Richz 
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pound S 


as we learn from 


a-year of our 


cher than the king 


Ir is remarkable, ane the city of Calais alone was an 
annual expence to the cr« 


of 19,119 pounds’; that 
is, above a third of the common charge of the govern- 
ment in time of peace. This fortrefs was of no ufe to 
the defence of Ens 


ind only gave that kingdom an 
inlet to annoy France. Ireland coft two thoufand pounds 


a-year, over and a its own rev ; which was cer- 


tainly very low. 7 thing contributes to give us a 


yery mean ide ure 


pe in thofe ages. 
From the iolk 


, till the reign of Edward 
TIT. the denomination of money had never been altered : 
ound troy ; that is, about 
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A pound fterling was ftill a 


three pounds of our ‘That. conqueror 


was the firft that is important article. 
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fae Segoe ;thillings out of a pound troy ; in his twenty feventh 
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year he coined twenty-five fhillings. But Henry V. who 
was alfo a conqueror, raifed ftill farther the denomina- 
tion, and coined thirty fhillings from a pound troy 2: 
His revenue therefore muft have been .about 110,000 
pounds of our prefent money ; and by the cheapnefs. of 
provifions, was equivalent to above 330,000 pounds, 
None of the princes-of the houfe of Lancafter ven- 
tured to impofe taxes without confent of parliament: 
Their doubtful or bad title became fo far of advantage to 
the conftitution. The rule was then fixed, and could not 


fafely be broken afterwards, even by more abfolute princes, 


% Fleetwood’s Chronicon Preciofum, p. 52+ 
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Government during the minority State of France 
—— Military operations —— Battle of Verneiil 
—— Siege of Orleans The maid of Orleans —— 


The fiege of Orleans raifed The king of France 
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crowned at Kpetnis 


sce of the duke of 
Bedford ——Execution of the maid of Orleans—— 
Defetiion of the duke of Br dy —— Death of 


the duke of Bedfor Pas Prcine of the Englifh in 
France ——Truce with France —— Marriage of 
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the duke of Glocefter-—— State of France———Re- 
al of the war with France ——Tbe Englifh 


expelled France. 
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sU RING the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the c H A P, 
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p authority of parliament feems to have been more “* 
confirmed and the srivileces of the peopie more reoarded — 
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than during any former period; and the two preceding Govern- 
kings, though men of great fpirit and abilities, abftained ment <uring 


the mino- 
vative, as even weak princes, rity, 
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uted, were tempted to think they 


from fuch e3 
whofe title was un 


might venture with impunity. The long minority, 
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farther the lords and commons to extend their influence; 
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by this plan of government, yet, ~b 
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of great integrity 
any appointment, which tended to give fecurity to the 
public; and as the wars in France appeared to be the 


ES 
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objest of greateft moment, they avoided every difputey 
which might throw an obftacle in the way of foreign con- 
quetts. 

WHeEw the ftate of affairs 
French kings was confidered with a 


eye, every 
advantage eee to be on the fide of the former ; and the 
total expulfion of Charles appeared to be an event, which 
might naturally be expected from the fuperior power of 
his competitor. “Though Henry was yet in his infancy, the 
2 =e duke of Bedford, the 


adminiftration was devolved or 
moft accomplifhed prince of his age ; whofe experience, 
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knew the 
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CHARLES himfelf, though only in his twentieth yeaf, 


~~ was of a chara@ter well calculated to become the object of 
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thefe benevolent fentiments ; and perhaps from the favour, 
which naturally attends youth, was the more likely, on 
account of his tender age, to acquire the good-will of his 
native fubjeéts. He was a prince of the moft friendly 
and benign difpofition, of eafy and familiar manners, and 
of a juft and found, though not a very vigorous under- 
ftanding. Sincere, generous, affable, he engaged from 
affection the fervices of his followers, even while his low 
fortunes might make it their intereft to defert him; and 
the lenity of his temper could pardon in them thofe fallies 
of difcontent, to which princes in his fituation are fo fre- 
quently expofed. The love of pleafure often feduced 
him into indolence; but amidft al] re irregularities the 
goodnefs of his heart ftill fhone.forth; and by exerting 
at intervals his courage and actiy ity, he proved, that his 
general remiffnefs proceeded not from the want, either of 
a juft fpirit of ambition, or of perfonal valour, 
THouGH the virtues of this amiable prince lay fome 
time in obfcurity, the duke of Bedford knew, that his 


title alone made him form idable, and that e every foreign 

affiftance would be requifite, ere an Be glifh regent could 
g 

hope to complete the oe of France; an enterprize, 

which, however it might feem to be much advanced, was 


ftill expofed to many and Bh he chief 


circumftance, which had procured to 


prefent advantages, was the refentment 
Burgundy againft Charles ; 
tent rather on gratifying 
interefts, it was the mor 


rince feemed ins 


te recent 
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ftrations of refpe& and confidence, to retain him in the 


alliance of England. He bent th endea-= 
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vours to that pooaes : the duke every proof of 


friendfhip and 1 regard ; He even offered him the regency 


of 
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of France, which Philip declined: And that he might C HA ® 
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corroborate national connexions by private ties, he con- ; 

cluded his own marriage with the princefs of Burgundy, 1422 


which had been ftipulated by the treaty of Arras, 


Beinc fenfible, that next to the alliance of Burgundy, 1423. 
the friendfhip of the duke of Britanny was of the greateft 
importance towards forwarding the Englifh conquefts ; 
and that, as the provinces of France, already fubdued, 
lay between the dominions of thefe two princes, he could 


Cc 


never ies for any fecurity without preferving his con- 


nexions with them ; he was very intent on {tr 
himfelf alfo from that quarter. The duke of 
having received many juit reafons of difpleafure from the 
minifters of Charles, had already acceded to the treaty of 
Troye, and 
homage to Henry V. in quality of heir to the kingdom : 
But as the 


with other vaflals of the crown, done 


enewri shakthe duk 3 h 
Knew, that the duke was muci 


by his brother, the count of Richemont, he end 


to fix his friendfhip, by paying. court and doing { to 


this haughty and ambitious prince. 


ARTHUR, count of emont, had been 


; 


foner at the battle of Azincour,. had been trea 


great indulgence by the late king, and had even been per- 


mitted on. his parole to take a journey into E 


where the ftate of affairs required his prefence. The 


death of that victorious monarch happened before Riche- 


mont’s 


word was ¢ivel 


to fulfil it to 


the regent, as he could not force him to comp! 


ae qi it prudent to overloo! An interview was fett] 


Bedford, 


#28 
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CHAP. And the regent perfuaded Philip to give in marriage to 


een ed 
1423+ 


Richemont his eldeft fifter, widow of the deceafed Dau- 
phin, Lewis, the elder brother of Charles. Thus Ar 
thur was conneéted beth with the regent and the duke 


% rc J ) Pere - 
of Burgundy, and feemec by intereft to profe- 


cute the fame objec arding the fuccefs of the 


Englifh arms. 


Wuite the vigilance of the duke of Bedford was em- 
ployed in gaining or confirn ling thefe allies, whofe vi- 
cinity renders them fo important, he did not overlook 


eel 


Phe duke of Albany, 


the ftate of more remote count 
regent of Scotland, had died ; and his power had de- 


volved on Murdac, his fon, a of a weak under- 


ftanding and indolent difpofition ; who, far from poflefing 
the talents requifite for the government of that fierce 


people, was not even able to maintain authority in his 


own family, or reftrain the petulance and infolence of 
his fons. ‘Phe ardour of the Scots to ferve in France, 
where Charles treated them with great honour and dif= 


tinction, and where the regent’s brother enjoyed the dig 


miniftration : New fuccours daily came over, and filled 
the armies of the French king: The carl of Douglas 
conducted a reinforcement of 5000 men to ote is afliftance: 
And it was juftly to be dreaded, that the Scots, by com 
mencing open hoftilities in the north, would occafion a 


lerabl ies 


divethion ftill more confiderable of the Enolith power, and 


would eafe Charles, in | that load, by which he 


— The d i of Bed» 


ford, therefore, perfuaded the Englith council to form aa 


was at prefent fo grievoufly o; 


alliance with James their prifoner ; to jae that prince 


from his long captivity ; and to con him with Eng- 


land, by marrying him to a dauchter of -arl of Somer- 


fet and coufin of the young kine*. As the Scottifh regent, 


© Hall, fol. 86, Stowe, p. 364; Grafton, psc 


tired 
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tited‘of his prefent dignity, which he was not able to fup- C » _ P, 
port, was now become entirely fincere iri his spiplicanicne aes 
for James’s liberty, the treaty was foon concluded; a 142% 
yanfom of forty thoufand pounds was ftipulated *'; and 
the king of Scots was reftored to the throne of his ancef= 
tors, arid proved, in his fhort reign, one of the moft 
illuftrious princes, that had ever governed that kingdom. 
He was murdered in 1437 by his traiterous kinfman the 
earl of Athole. His ee inclined to the party of 
France ; biit the Englifh had never reafon, during his 
life-time, to complain of any telah of the neutrality by 
Scotland. 

But the regent was not fo employed in thefe political Mititary 


hegociations as to neglect the operations of war, from which 
alone he could hope to fucceed in expelling the French mo- 
narch. Though the chief feat of Charles’s power lay in the 
isin provinces, beyond the Loire ; his partizans were 
pofleffed of fome fortreftes in the northern, and'even in the 
neighbourhood of Paris ; and it behoved the duke of Bed- 
ford firft to clear thefe countries of the enemy, before he 
could think of attempting more diftant conquett, s, - The 
caftle of Dorfoy was taken after a fiege of fix ¥ 


‘That of 1 Noyelle and the town of Rite in Picardy 


Went the fame fate: Pont fur Seine, Vertus, Montaici 
were fubjected by the E nglifh arms: And am 


derable advantage was fish after gaine d ue the 
forces of England and oP EES 
flable of Scotland, and the lord of 
the fiege of Crevant in Burgun 


eon ees 
earls of Glithary 


/ 


and Suffolk, with the count of Toulongeon, were fent to 
its relief: A fietce and well difputed ation enfued: The 
Scots and French were defeated : The conftable of Scot. 
land and the count of .V 


taken prifoners : 


e€ 
And above a thoufand men, amon — was Sir Wil- 


f Rymer, vol, x. p, 299, 400, 326. 
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operations, 
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liam Hamilton, were left on the field of battles. The 
taking of Gaillon upon the Seine, and of la Charité upon 
the Lite was the fruit of this victory : And as this latter 
place opened an entrance into the fouthern provinces, the 
acquifition of it appeared on that account of the greater 
importance to the duke of Bedford, and feemed to area 


a fuccefsful iffue to the war. 


Tue more Charles was threatened with an inva- 
fior in thofe provinces which adhered to him, the more 
neceflary it became, that he fhould retain pofleffion of 
every fortrefs, which he ftill held within the quarters of 
the enemy. The duke of Bedford had befieged in perfon, 
during the fpace of three months, the town of Yvri in 
Normandy ; and the brave governor, unable to make any 
-d to capitulate ; and he agreed 


longer defence, was oblig« 

furrender the town, if, before a certain term, no re- 
fet arrived. Charles, informed of thefe conditions, de- 
termined to make an attempt for faving the place. He 
collected, with fome difficulty, an army of 14,000 men, 
of whom the half were Scots; and he fent them thither 
under the command of the earl of Buchan, conftable of 
France ; who was attended by the earl. of Douglas, his: 


countryman, the duke of Alengon, the marefchal de la 
Fayette, the count of Aumale, and the vifcount of Nar- 
bonne. When the conftable arrived within a few leagues 
of Yvri, he found that he was come too late, and that 
the place was already furrendered. He immediately 
turned to the left, and fat down before Verneiil, which 
the inhabitants, in fpite of the garrifon,. delivered up to 
him*, Buchan might now have returned in fafety, and, 
with the elory of making an acquifition no lefs import» 
ant than the place which he was fent to relieve: But 
hearing of Bedford’s approach, he called a council of war, 
& Hall, fol, $5. Monftrelet, vol. ii. p.8, Holingthed, p, 586, Grafton, 

Ps 590. h Monftrelet, vols ii, p. 144. Grafton, p. 504» ; 
pbs) 
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in Order to deliberate concerning the conduét which heC HAP, 
fhould hold in this emergence, ‘The wifer part of the , ~~ } 
council declared for a retreat ; arid reprefented, that all 1424. 
the paft misfortunes of the French had proceeded from 

their rafhnefs in giving battle whe no heceflity obliged 

them ; that this army was the laft refource of the king, 

and the only ‘defence of the few provinces which remained 

to him; and that every reafon invited him to embrace 
cautious meafures, which might leave time for his fub- 
je&ts to teturn to a fenfe of their duty, and give leifure 

for difcord to arife among his enemies, who, being united 

by no common band of intereft or motive of alliance, 

could not long perfevere in theif animofity againit him. 

All thefe prudential confiderations were overborne by a 

vain point of honour, not to tufn their backs to the ene- 

my ; and they refolved to await the arrival of the duke of 
Bedford. 

THE humbers were nearly equal in this ation; and .n Aug. 

Battle of 
? Verneiiil, 
which, however imperfe&t, fufficed to maintain fome ap- 


as the long continuance of war had introduced difcipline 
pearance of order in fuch {mall armies, the battle was 
fierce, arid well difputed, and attended with bloodfhed on 


er the 


both fides. The conftable drew up his forces unc 


walls of Verneiil, and refolved to abide the attack of the 


ehemy : But the impatience of the vifcount of 
who broke his ranks, and obliged the whole line to follov 


< 


hith in fome hurry and confufion, was the caufe of the 
misfottune which enfued. The Englifh archers, fixing 
their palifadoes before them, according to their ufual cuf- 
tom, fent a volley of arrows amidft the thickeft of the 
French army ; and though beat from their ground, and 
obliged to take fhelter among the baggage, they {oon ral- 
lied, and continued to do great execution among the ene- 
my. The duke of Bedford, meanwhile, at the head of 
the men at arms, made impreffion on the French, broke 


va 


2 their 


aati 
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CH A P. their ranks, chaced them off the field, and rendered the 
XX, Filial 

tees Victory entirely complete and asthe avis The conftable: 
142% himfelf perifhed in battle, as well as the earl of Douglas ané 


his fon, the counts of Aumale, Fonnerre, and Ventadour, 


with many other confiderable call f he duke.of Alen- 


gon, the marefchal de la Fayette, the lords of Gaucour 

and Mortemar were. taken alt tig here. fell. about 

four thoufand of the French; and fixteem hundred. of the 

a lofs efteemed, at that time, fo-unufual on the 

of the victors, that the duke of Bedford. prohibited 

rejoicings for his fuccefs. Werneuil was, furrendered 
next day by capitulation * 

THE condition of the king of Fra appeared now 
very terrible, and almoft defperate. He had loft the 
flower. of his army and the braveft of his nobles, in; this 
fatal action: He had no refource either for reenuiting. or 

s troops: He wanted money even for his per 
fona fablifte nce; and though. all Pee of a court was 
banifhed, it was rth difficulty he could keep a table, 
fupplied with the plaineft neceflaries, for himfelé and his 

followers: Every day brought him intelligence of 
fome lofs or misfortune: ‘Towns, which were bravely 
defended, were obliged at laft to furrender for want of re- 
lief or fupply :. He faw his partizans entirely chaced from 
all the provinces which lay north of the tae : And he 
expected foon: to lofe, by the united efforts of his-enemies, 
all the territories of which he had hitherto continued 
miafter ; when an incident happened, which faved him on 
the brink of ruin, and loft the Englifh fuch. an oppor- 
tunity for completing their eobdictas as they never after- 
wards were able to recall. 

JAQUELINE, countefs of Hainault and Holland, and 


heir of thefe provinces, had efpoufed John duke of Bra- 


i Hall, fol. 88, 89, 90. Monftretet, vol..ii, Pe 


15. Stowe, p 
linghed,. p. 588, k fe 


Monftrelet, vol. ii, p. 354 


> 
a 


Sw Ry eva. T 


bant, coufin serman to the duke of Burgundy ; but hay- © po P, 
img made this choice from the ufual motives of princes, gy 
fhe foon found reafon to repent of the unequal alliance, 1424: 


1 
a 


one was a princefs of a mafculine fpirit and uncommon 
underftanding ; he duke of Brabant was of a fickly com- 
plexion and weak mind: She was in the v igour of her 
age; he had only reached his fifteenth year : / THe caufes 
had infpired her with fuch contempt for her hufband, 
which foon proceeded to antipathy, that fhe aivterminied 
to diflolve a marriao 


>» where, it is probable, nothing but 
yet intervened. The court of Rome 
was commonly very open to applications of this nature, 


the ceremon 


when feconded by power and money ; but as the princefs 
forefaw great eppofition from her hufband’s relations, and 
‘was impatient to effe& her purpofe, fhe made her efcape 
into England, and threw herfelf under the protection of 
the duke of GI ocefter. That prince, with many noble 
qualities, had the defect of being governed by an impe- 
tuous temper and vehement ae s; and he was rafhly 
induced, as well by the charms of the countefs herfelf, as 
by the profpect of pofleffing her a inheritance, ta offer 
himfelf to her as a hufband. Without waiting for a papal 
difpenfation ; without endeavouring to reconcile the duke 
of Burgundy to this meafure; he entered into a contract 
of marriage with Jaqueline, Sd immediately attempted 
to put himfelf in poflefion of her dominions. Philip was 
difgufted with fo precipitate a conduét: He refented the 
injury done to the duke of Brabz ant, his near relation : 
He dreaded to have the | Englith eftablifhed on all fides of 
him: And he forefaw the con{ fequences, which muft at- 
tend the extenfive and uncontrouled dominion of that 
nation, if, before the full fettlement of their power, they 
infulted and injured an ally, to whom they had already 
been fo much indebted, and who was ftill fo neceflary 
for fupporting them in their farther progrefs, He en- 


K 3 couraged, 


134 


CH 
XX, 


HISFORY OF ENGLAND. 


A P. couraged, therefore, the duke of Brabant to make refift- 


i ance : He engaged many of Jaqueline’s fubjects to adhere 


1424. 


to that prince: He himfelf marched troops to his fupport: 
And as the duke of Glocefter ftill perfevered in his pur- 
pofe, a fharp war was fuddenly kindled in the Low Coun- 
tries. ‘The quarrel foon became perfonal as well as poli- 
tical. The Englifh prince wrote to the duke of Burgundy, 
complaining of the oppofition made to his pretenfions ; 
and though in the main he employed amicable terms in 
his letter, he took notice of fome falfhoods, into which, 
he faid, Philip had been betrayed during the courfe of 
thefe tranfactions. This unguarded expreflion, was highly 
refented : The duke of Burgundy infifted, that he fhould 
retract it: And mutual challenges and defiances. pafled 
between them on this occafion }. 
iE duke of Bedford could eafi ly forefee the bad ef- 
fes of fo ill-timed and imprudent a quarrel. All the 
fuccours, which he expected from England, and which 
were fo neceflary in this critical emergence, were inter- 
cepted by his brother, and employed in Holland and Hai- 
nault: The forces of the duke of Burgundy, which he 
alfo depended on, were diverted by the fame wars: And 
befides this double lofs, he was in imminent danger of 
alienating for ever that confederate, whofe fi riendfhip was 
of the utmoft importance to his interefts, and whom the 
late king had injoined him, with his dying breath, to gra- 
tify by every mark of regard and attachment. He repre- 
fented all thefe topics to the duke of Glocefter : He en- 
deavoured to mitigate the refentment of the duke of Bur- 
gundy: He interpofed with his good offices between thefe 
princes: But was not Fiieatatsl.s in any of his endeavours}; 
and he found, that the impetuofity of his brother’s tem= 
per was ftill the chief obftacle to all 


accommodation ™. 
For this reafon, 


au 


inftead of pufhi ing the victory gained at 


3 Monftrelet, vol. ii. DP. 19; 30, 22, m Monftielet, p. 18. 


Verneiil, 


Bab NN. BOY nV 138 
intoC HAP. 
a XxX. 
England, and to try, by his counfels and authority, to Uyay 


Vernetiil, he found himfelf obliged to take a journey 


moderate the meafures of the duke of Glocetter. 1424. 
THERE had likewife broken out fome differences among 
the Englith miniftry, which had proceeded to great ex- 
tremities, and which required the regent’s prefence to 
compofe them". The bifhop of Winchefter, to whom 
the care of the king’s perfon and education had been en- 
trufted, was a prelate of great capacity and. experience, 
but of an intriguing and dangerous character; and as he 
afpired to the government of affairs, he had continual dif- 
putes with his nephew, the protector; and he gained 
frequent advantages over the vehement and impolitic tem- 
per of that prince. The duke of Bedford employed the 74 
authority of parliament to reconcile them ; and thefe ri- 
vals were obliged to promife before that aflembly, that 
they would bury all quarrels in oblivion®. ‘Time alfo 
feemed to open expedients for compofing the difference 
with the duke of Burgundy. The credit of that’ prince 
had procured a bull from the pope; by which not only 
Jaqueline’s contract with the duke of Glocefter was an- 
nulled ; but it was alfo declared, that, even in cafe of 
the duke of Brabant’s death, it fhould never be lawful 
for her to efpoufe the Englifh prince. Humphrey, de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, married another Jady of inferior rank, 
who had lived fome time with him as his miftrefs?. The 
duke of Brabant died; and his widow, before fhe could 
recover pofleffion of her dominions, was obliged to declare 
the duke of Burgundy her heir, in cafe fhe fhould die with- 
out iffue, and to promife never to marry without his con- 
fent. But though the affair was thus terminated to the 


fatisfaftion of Philip, it left a difagreeable impreffion on 


n Stowe, p. 368. Hollingfhed, p. 590. © Hall, fol, 98, 99. 
Hollingfhed, p. 593, §94- Polydore Virgil, p. 466, Grafton, p. 5125 
519+ P Stowe, ps 367. 

: ra hi 


K 4 h 


te £ 


EN 


OF 


GLAND. 


P. his mind: It excited an extreme jealoufy of the Englifh, 
and opened his eyes to his true interefts: And as nothing ne 
but his animofity againft Charles had engaged him in 
alliance with them, it counterbal lanced that paffion by 
another of the fame kind, which in the end became pres 
valent, and brought him - degrees, to his natural 
connexions with his family and his native country. 
Apour the fame time, the duke of Britanny began to 
withdraw himfelf from the Englifh alliance. His bros 
ther, the count of Richemont, though connected by mar- 
riage with the du 


of Burgundy and Bedford, was 
extremely attached by inclination to the French intereft; ; 
and he willingly hearkened to all the advances which 
Charles made him for ebtaining his friendfhip. Phe 
vacant by the earl of Buchan’s 


and as his martial and ambi- 


sommand Of arinies: which 
1¢ command of armies, which he 


had in vain attem pted to sae from the duke of Bedford 


he not only a 


The new 
] 


1ade this one change in tis meafures, 


ered ever after to his engagements with France. 


“3 : ip 
4nough his pride and violence, which would admit of 


no rival in his mafter’s confidence, and even prompted 
him to aflaffinate the other fa wourites, had fo much dif 

gufted Charles, that he once banifhed him the court, and 
valli’ to admit him to his prefence, he {till a@ted with 
vigour for the fervice of that monarch, and obtained at 
lait, by his perfeverance, the pardon of all his paft of- 
fences, 


Iw this fituation, the duke of Bedford, on his return, 
found the affairs of France, after pafling eight months in 
The duke of Biceunay was much difgufted, 
The duke of f Britanny had « 


entered into engagements w ith 


Charles 
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Charles, and had done homage to that prince for his C pe P, 
dutchy. The French had been allowed to recover from ‘ene ieee 
the aftonifhment, into which their frequent difafters had #428. 
thrown them. An incident too had happened, which ferved 
extremely to raife their courage. The earl of Warwic 
had befieged Montargis with a {mall army of 3000 men, 
and the place was reduced to extremity, when the baftard 
of Orleans undertook to throw relief into it. This Lee 
neral, who was natural fon to the prince affaffinated by 
the duke of Burgundy, and who was afterwards created 
count of Dunois, conduéted a body of 1600 men to 
Montargis ; and made an attack on the enemy’s trenches 
with fo much valour, prudence, and good fortune, that 
he not only penetrated into the place, but gave a fevere 
blow to the Englith, and obliged Warwic to raife the 
fiege 2. “This was the firft fignal action, which raifed the 
fame of Dunois, and opened him the road to thofe great 
honours, which he afterwards attained. 

Bur the regent, foon after his arrival, revived the re- 
putation of the Englifh arms, by an important enter- 
prize which he happily atchieved. He fecretly brought 
together, in feparate detachments, a confiderable army to 
the frontiers of Britanny ; and fell fo unexpeétedly upon 
that province, that the duke, unable to make refiftance, 
yielded to all the terms required of him: He renounced 
the French alliance ; he engaged to maintain the treaty 
of Troye ; he acknowledged the duke of Bedford for re- 
gent of France ; and promifed to do homage for his dutchy 
to king Henry". And the Englith prince, having thus 
freed himfelf from a dangerous enemy who lay behind 
him, refolved on an undertaking, which, if fuccefsful, 
would, he hoped, caft the balance between the two na- 
tions, and prepare the way for the final conqueft ef 
France. 

4 Monftrelet, vol. ii, P+ 32; 33+ Hollingthed, P+ 597° 
¥ Monitrelet, vol, ii. Ps 35) 3% 
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CHAP. ‘Tue city of Orleans was fo fituated between the pro- 
xe. : : , : 

Acces) VITICES commanded by Henry, and thofe poflefled by 

mere Charles, that it opened an eafy entrance to either; and 

Siege of “ " P 

Orlesns, 28 the duke of Bedford intended to make a great effort for 


penetrating into the fouth of France, it behoved him to 
begin with this place, which, in the prefent circum- 
ftances, was become the moft important in the kingdom. 
He committed the conduct of the enterprize to the earl 
of Salifbury, who had newly brought him a_ rein- 
forcement of 6000-men from England, and who had 
much diftinguifhed himfelf, by his abilities, during the 
courfe of the prefent war. Salifbury, pafling the Loire, 
made himfelf mafter of feveral {mall places, which fur- 
rounded Orleans on that fide*; and as his intentions 
were thereby known, the French king ufed every expe- 
dient to fupply the city with a garrifon and provifions, 
and enable it to maintain a long and obftinate fiege. The 
lord of Gaucour, a brave and experienced captain, was 
appointed governor : Many officers of diftinction threw 
themfelves into the place: The troops, which they con- 
ducted, were enured to war, and were determined to 
make the moft obftinate refiftance: And even the inha- 
bitants, difciplined by the long continuance of hoftilities, 
were well qualified, in their own defence, to fecond the 
efforts of the moft veteran forces. The eyes of all Eu- 
rope were turned towards this fcene ; where, it was rea- 
fonably fuppofed, the French were to make their laft 
tand for maintaining the independance of their monar- 
chy, and the rights of their fovereign, 

Tue earl of Salifbury at laft approached the place with 
an army, which confifted only of 10,000 men ; and not 
being able, with fo fmall.a force, to inveft fo great a 
city, that commanded a bridge over the Loire, he fta- 
tioned himfelf on the fouthern fide towards Sologne, leav+ 


* Monftrelet, vol, ii, p. 38, 39. Polyd, Virg, p, 468, 
ing 
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ing the other, towards the Beaufle, ftill open to the ene- 
my. He there attacked the fortifications; which guarded c 
the entry to the bridge ; and after an obftinate refiftance, 14 
he carried feveral of shane But was himfelf killed by a 
cannon ball as he was taking a view of the enemy. The 

earl of Suffolk fucceeded to the command; and being re- 
inforced with great numbers of Englifh and Burgundians, 

he pafled the river with the main body of his army, and in- 
vefted Orleans on the other fide. As it was now the depth 

of winter, Suffolk, who found it difficult, in that feafon, 

to throw up intrenchments all around, contented himfelf, 

for the prefent, with erecting redoubts at different dif- 
tances, where his men were lodged in fafety, and were 
ready to intercept the fupplies, which the enemy might 
attempt to throw into the place. ‘Though he had fevera 
pieces of artillery in his camp, (and this is among the firft 
fieges in Europe, where cannon were found to be of im- 
portance,) the art of engineering was hitherto fo imper- 
fect, that Suffolk trufted more to famine than to force for 
fubduing the city ; and he propofed in the {pring to ren- 

der the circumyallation more complete, by drawing in- 
trenchments from one redoubt to another. Numberlefs 
feats of valour were performed both by the befiegers and 
befieged during this winter: Bold fallies were made » and 
repulfed with equal boldnefs: Convoys were fometimes 
introduced and often intercepted: The fupplies were ftil] 
unequal to the confumption of the place: And the Encglith 


feemed daily, though flowly, to be advancing towards 
the completion of their enterprize. 


Bur while they lay in this fituation, the French par- ©1429: 
ties ravaged all the country around ; and: the beficgers, 
who were obliged to draw their provifions from a diftance, 
were themfelves expofed to the danger of want and famine. 

t Hall, fol. 
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Cc HAP.Sir John Faftolffe was bringing up a large convoy, of 


XX, 


A , every kind of ftores, which he efcorted with a detach- 


3429. 


ment of 2500 men; when he was attacked by a body of 
j 
4000 French, under the command of the counts of Cler- 


a ¥ : 
mont and: Dunois. Faftol 


lffe drew up his troops behind 
the waggons; but the French generals, afraid of attacking 
bim in that pofture, planted a battery of cannon againtt 
him, which threw every thing into confufion, and would 
have infured them the victory ; had not the impatience of 
fome Scotch troops, who broke the line of battle, brought 
on an engagement, in which Faftolffe was victorious. 
The count of Dunois was wounded; and about 500 
French were left on the field of battle. “This aétion, 
which was of great importance in the prefent conf 
ture, was commonly called the battle of £ 
caufe the convoy brought a great quantity of that kind of 
provifions, for the ufe of the Englifh army during the 
Lent feafon ". 

CHARLES feemed now to have but one expedient for 
faving this city, which had been fo long invefted. The 


ike of Orleans, who was {till prifoner in England, pre- 


du 
vailed on the protector and the council to confent, that 
nefnes fhould be allowed to preferve a neutrality 


during the war, and fhould be fequeftered, for greater 


fecurity, into the hands of the duke of Bureundy. This 


ir who was much lefs cordial in the Englifh inte- 

vent to Paris, and made the propofal 

ord ; but the regent coldly replied, 
Phat he not of a humour to beat the bufhes, while 
others ran away with the game: An anfwer, which fo 
difguxted the duke, that he recalled all the troops of Bur- 
ourdy; that acted in the fege ¥. “The place however was 


al . 106, Monftrelet, vol. ii. p. 41,42. Stowe, p, 369. Hol- 
Fated p> 600, Polyd. Virg. p. 469. Grafton, -p. 
Hall, folero6. Monfiselet, vol. ii, ps 42. Stow 
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532. : 
We; P, 369, Grafton, 


every 


Ree SRY 


every day more and more clofely invefted by the Englifh: C pe P, 
Great fcarcity began already to be felt by the garrifon Be ata 
and inhabitants: Charles, in defpair of colleéting an ar- 1429 
my, which fhould dare to approach the enemy’s entrench- 
ments, not only gave the city for loft, but began to 
entertain a very difmal profpect with regard to the genera! 
ftate of his affairs. He faw that the country, in which 
he had hitherto, with great difficulty, fubfifted, would be 
laid entirely open tothe invafion of a powerful and viéto= 
rious enemy ; and he already entertained thoughts of re- 
tiring with the remains of his forces into Languedoc and 
Danphiny; and. defending himfelf as lone as “pofible in 
thofe remote provinces. But it was fortunate for this good 
prince, that, as he lay under the dominicn of the fairs 
the women, whom he confulted, had the fpirit to fupport 
his finking refolution in this defperate extremity. Mary 
of Anjou, his Queen, a princefs of great merit and. pru- 
dence, vehemently oppofed this meafure, which, fhe fore- 
faw, would difcourage all his partizans, and ferve as a 
general fignal for deferting a prince, who feemed himfel¢ 
to defpair of fuccefs. His miftrefs too, the fair Agnes 
Sorel, who lived in entire ar nity with the queen, fecond- 
ed all her remonftrances, and threatened, that, if he thus 
pufillanimoufly threw away the fcepter of France, the 
would feek in the court of England a fortune more cor- 
refpondent to her wifhes. Love was able to rouze in the 
breaft of Charles that courage, which ambition had failed 
to excite: He refolved to difpute every inch of ground. 
with an imperious enemy ; and rather to perifh with ho- 
nour in the midft of his friends than yield inglorioufly to 
his bad fortune : When relief was aeeeoli ahs brought 
him by another female of a very different character, wha 
gave rife to one of the moft fingular revolutions, that is 
to be met with in hiftory. 
In the village of Domremi near Vaucouleurs,. on the The maid 
i . ‘ of Orleans, 
borders of Lorraine, there lived a country girl of twenty- 
feyen 


y42 


xX? 
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CHAP. feven years of age, called Joan d’Arc, who was fervant 
~~ in a fmall inn, and who in that ftation had been aceuf- 


tomed to tend the horfes of the guefts, to ride them with- 
out a faddle to the watering-place, and to perform other 
offices, which, in well-frequented inns, commonly fall 
to the fhare of the men fervants *. ‘This girl was of an 
irreproachable life, and had not hitherto been remarked 
for any fingularity; whether that fhe had met with no 
eccafion to excite her genius, or that the unfkilful eyes 
of thofe who converfed with her, had not been able to 
difcern her uncommon merit. es is eafy to imagine, that 
the prefent fituation of France was an interefting obje@ 
even to perfons of the loweft rank,.and would become 
the frequent fubject of converfation: A young prince, ex- 


pelled his throne by the fedition of native fubje@s, and 


sy the arms of ftrangers, could not fail to move the com- 
paffion of all his people, whofe hearts were uncorrupted 
by faction; ahd the peculiar character of Charles, fo 
trongly inclined to ftiendfhip and the tender paffions, na- 
turally rendered him the hero of that fex, whofe generous 
minds know no bounds in their affections. ‘The fiege of 
Orleans, the progrefs of the Englifh befofe that place, 
the great diftrefs of the garrifon and inhabitants, the im- 


portance of faving this city and its brave dercndeeeny had 


turned thither the public eye; and Joan, inflamed by the 
general fentiment, was feized with a wild defire of bring- 


elief to her fovereign in his prefent diftrefles. Her 
unexperienced mind, working day and night on this fa- 
vourite object, miftook the impulfes of paffion for hea- 
venly infpirations ; and fhe fancied, that fhe faw vifions, 
and heard voice es, éxhorting her to re-eftablith the throne 

‘France, and to expel the foreign invaders. An un- 


common intrepidity of temper made her overlook all 


* Hall; fol. 1¢7. Monftrelet, vol, is p42, Grafton, p. 534. 


: 


the dangers, which might attend her in fuch a path; 
and thinking herfelf deitined by Heaven to this office, 
fhe threw afide all that bafhfulnefs and timidity, fo 
natural to her fex, her. years, and her low ftation. 
She went to Vaucouleurs ; procured admiffion to Bau 
dricourt, the governor; informed him. of her infpira~ 
tions and intentions ; and conjured him not to neglec 
the voice of God, who fpoke through her, but to fecond 
thofe heavenly revelations, which impelled her to this 
glorious enterprize. Baudricourt treated her at firft with 
fome neglect ; but on her frequent returns to him, and 
importunate folicitations, he began to remark fomething 
extraordinary in the maid, and was inclined, at all ha- 
zards, to make fo eafy an experiment. It is uncertain, 
whether this gentleman had difcernment enough to per- 
ceive, that great ufe might be made with the vulgar of fo 
uncommon an engine; or, what is more ewe in that 
credulous age, was himfelf a convert to this vif fionary : 
But he adopted at laft the fcheme of Joan; and he gave 
her fome attendants, who conducted her to the French 
court, which at that time refided at Chinon. 

Ir is the bufinefs of hiftory to diftinguifh between the 
miraculous and the marvellous; to reject the firft in all nar- 
rations merely profane and human; to doubt the fecond ; 
and when obliged by unqueftionable teftimony, as in the 


prefent cafe, to admit of fomething extraordinar 

as little of it as is confiftent with the known fa&s and 

circumftances, It is pretended, that Joan, immedia ely 

on her admiffion, knew the king, though fhe had neve: 
fn 


feen his face before, and though he Age: kept him- 
felf in the crowd of courtiers, and had i 


thing in his drefs and apparel which a 
him: That the offered him, in the name of the sifalabaie 2 
Creator, to raife the fiege of Orleans, and conduct him 


to Rheims to be there crowned and anointed ; and on his 
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doubts of her miffion, revealed to him, before 
smn confidents, a fecret, which was unknown, 
to all the world befide himfelf,. and which nothing but Pe 
heavenly infpiration could have difcovered: to: her: And: 
that fhe de entacea, as the inftrument of her future vie- 
tories, a particular fword; which was kept in the church 
of St, Catharine of Fierbois, and which, though fhe had 
n it, fhe defcribed by all its marks, and by the 


place in which it had long lain neglected’, This is. cers 
tain, that all thefe mir aitletd fori iés were fpread abroad, 
in. order to captivate the vulgar. The more the king and 
his minifters were determined to give into the: illufion, 
the more fcruples they pretended.. An affembly of grave 
doctors and theologians: cautioufly examined Joan’s mif 
fion, and pronounced it undoubted-and fupernatural. She 
was fent to the parliament, then refiding at Poidtiers 5 and 
was ia da before that aflembly : The prefidents, 
the counfellors, who came perfuaded of her impofture, 
went away.¢onvinced of her infpiration. A ray of hope 
began to break through that defpair, in which the' minds 
of all men were before enveloped, . Heaven had. now des 
clared itfelf in favour of France, and had laid bare its out- 


stched. arm to take vengeance on her invaders: Few 
could diftinguifh between the impulfe of inclination and 

e force of conviction; and none would: fubmit to the 
trouble of fo difapreeable a {crutiny. 

Arter thefe artificial. precautions and preparations had 
been for fome time employed, Joan’s requefts were at 
laft complied with: She was armed cap-a-pee, mounted 
on horfeback, and fhown in that martial habiliment bee 
fore the whole people. Her dexterity in managing her 
teed, though acquired in her former occupation, was 
arded as a frefi proof of her miffion ; and fhe was re+ 
ceived with the loudeft acclamations. by: the fpetators. 


¥ Hall, fol. 207. Hollingthed, p. 600, 


Her 
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Fier former occupation was even denied: She was no‘ 


longer the fervant of an inn. She was converted into a 
fhepherdefs, an employment much more agreeable to the 
imagination. To render her ftill more interefting, near 
ten years were fubftracted from her age; and all the 
fentiments of love and of chivalry, were thus united to 
thofe of enthufiafm, in order to inflame the fond fancy of 
the people with prepofleffions in her favour. 

WHEN the engine was thus drefled up in full fplendor, 
it was determined to eflay its force againft the enemy, 
Joan was fent to Blois, where a large conv Oy was pre_ 
pared for the fupply of Orleans, and an army of ten 
thoufand men, under the command of St. Seine affem- 
bled to efcort it. She ordered all the foldiers to confefs 
themfelves before they fet out on the enterprize: She ba- 
nifhed from the camp all women of bad fame: She dif. 
played in her hands a confecrated banner; where the 
Supreme Being was reprefented, grafping the globe of 
earth, and furrounded with flower de luces, And the 
infifted, in right of her prophetic miffion, that the con- 
voy fhould enter Orleans, by the direct road from the 
fide of Beauffe: But the count of Dunois, unwilling to 
fubmit the rules of the military art to her infpiratior 
ordered it to approach by the other fide of the sae 
where, he knew, the weakeft part of the Englifh army 
was ftationed. 

Previous ‘to this 
régent and to the Eng 
manding them, in the name of the omnipotent. © 


a 
lif rals before Orleans, com- 


by whom fhe was commiftioned, immediately to raife 
fiege and to evacuate France; and mena icing them with, 


divine vengeance in cafe of their difobedience. All the 


Englith affected to fpeak with derifion of the maid and of 
her heavenly commiffion; and & faid, that the French kin; g 
was now indced reduced to a forry pafs, when he had re- 
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D. 
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But they felt theit 
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Ait fa : ; > vehement eee 
; ty~ 

Wad 1409.1 1 prevail them ; -and they ‘waited 
a4 

at 


jon, not unmixed with: horror, 


inary preparations. 


a fally was made 
>, to prevent the 


any detachment to the other 


encral 


post 


The provifions were peaceably embarked in beats 
t > 


13 wh inhabitants of Orleans had fent. to receive 
them: The maid covered with her troops the embarka- 


tion: Suffolk did not venture to attack -her: Amd the 


h was alr ae vifible to all 
oportional effet on. the 


| ero hy fe 
both par cles. 


Tur maid entered the city of Orleans, jarcayed it 


irb, and difplaying her confecrated fland- 


oF 
ee 
as received, asa celeftial deliverer, by all the 
5s. They now believed. themfelyes invincible 


‘influence; and Dunois himfelf, perceiving fuch 
a mighty alteration both in friends and foes, confented, 
that the -next convoy, which was expected ‘in a few days, 

ath May. fhould-enter by the fide of Beaufle. The convoy ap- 


: The waggons and troops paffed without inter- 
ruption. between the redoubts of the Englifth: A dead 
filence and aftonifhment reigned among thofe troops, 
£9 


formerly fo elated with victory, and fo fierce for the 


comba 

Tue earl of Suffolk was in a fituation very unufual 
and extraordinary ; and which might well confound the 
1 of the greateft capacity and firmeft temper. He faw 
his troops overawed, and ftrongly imprefied with the 
idea of a divine influence, accompanying the maid, In- 


fread 
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flead of banifhing thefe vain t j 
and war, he Waited till the foldier nould recover from 
the panic ; and he thereby gave leifure for thefe prepoflef- 
fions to fink ftill deeper into their minds. The military 
maxims, which are prudent in common cafes, deceived 
him in thefe unaccountable events. ‘The Engelith felt 
their courage daunted and overwhelmed ; and thence in- 
ferred a divine vengeance hanging ever them, The 


rench drew the fame inference from an inactivity fo 
new and unexpected. Ever y circumftance was now re- 


verfed in the opinions of men, on sii au depends : 


The fpirit, refulting from a long c 


fuccefs, was on a {adden transfe red f from +h victors to 
the vanquifhed. 

THE Sat called aloud, that the garrifon fhould res 
main no longer ron the defenfive; and the promifed her 


followers aise affiftance of hésbeh in attacl 


ge thote re- 


of the enemy, which had fo | 


hey had never hitherto 1 


1CFtc 


1 her ardour: An at 


it proved fuccefsfi 
the er 


enchments, were put to the 


a gstoees 
ud Sir John Falbot 


ers; £ 


ether, from the other redc 


tro IPS to Dring ft 
a 1 
field acaintt f 


N OTHING at 


of, durft not appear in 


nidable an enemy, 


eem 
eem 


maid-and her enthufiaftic vetaries. 


1 


to attack the main body of the En 


g! = 
But Dunois, fill unwilli 
: pot 
fate of France by too great 


ld make all 


rie of fortune wo 


viltons evaporate, and ry thing to its former 


~enay cls ee Pairs esd Ky se ~ 4p “ . . “analed he 
Condition, checxed her vehemence, and propofed to her 


urew of the river, and thus 


firft to expel the enemy from th 
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other fide 
f the ri it] lay the communication with the 
country entirely open, before fhe attempted any more 


hazardous enter 


eB Joan was perfuaded, and thefe 
fo > viooroul affailed. -In one attack the French 
were } | aid was left almoft alone ; fhe’ was 
oblices oin the runaways; but apie 


her facred ftandard, and animating them with her coun- 
tenance, her geftures, her exhortations, fhe led them 
back to the charge, and overpowered the Englifh in their 
entren¢ sith rents. In the attack of another fort, fhe was 
wounded inthe neck with an arrow; fhe retreated a mo- 
ment behind the aflailants ; fhe pulled out the arrow with 
her own hands; fhe had the wound quickly dreffed ; and 
fhe haftened back to head the troéps, and to plant her 
victorious banner on the ramparts of the enemy. 

By all thefe fuccefles, the Englith were entirely chaced 
from their fortifications on that fide: They had loft above 
fix thoufand men in thefe different aCtions ; and what 
was {till more important, their wonted courage and con- 
fidence was wholly gone, and had given place to amaze- 
ment and defpair. “Ihe maid returned triumphant over 
the —: and was again received as the guardian angel 
of the city. After performing fuch miracles, fhe con- 
winced the tite obdurate incredulity of her divine mif- 
fion: Men felt themfelves animated as by a fuperior 
energy, and thought nothing impoffible to that divine 
hand, which fo vifibly conduéted them, —_ It was in vain 
even for the Englith generals to oppofe with their fol- 
diers the prevailing opinion of fupernatural influence: 
‘They themfelves were probably moved by the fame be- 
lief: The utmoft they dared to advance, was, that Joan 
was not an Ei eaont of God; fhe was only the imple- 
ment of the Devil: But as the Englifh had felt, to their 
fad experience, that the Devil might be allowed fome- 

times 
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times to prevail, they derived not much confolat'on from© HEAP. 
the enforcing of this opini 


Ir mig 


} : . 14 
remely dangerous for § Suffolk, with The | 


fuch intimidated troops, to remain any longer in the pre-of O:leans 


fence of fo courageous and victorious an enemy ; beth Moy. 
therefore raifed the fiege, and retreated with all the pre- 
caution imaginable. ‘The French refolved to pufh their 
conquefts, and to allow the Englifh no leifure to recover 

from their confternation. Charles muere a body of fix 


thoufand men, and fent them to attac whither 


Suffolk had retired with a detachment Par his army. The 
fiege lafted ten days; and the place was obftinately ‘de- 


fended. Joan difplayed her wonted intrepidity on 


tors 

occafion. She defecended into the foflee, in leadine the 
> 28 

attack ; and fhe there received a blow on the head with a 


d and beat to the 


ftone, by which fhe was confounde 
ground ; But fhe foon recovered herfelf; and in the end 
g 


rendered the aflault fuccefsful: Suffolk was obliged te 

yield himfelf prifoner to a Frenchman called Renaud ; 

but before he fubmitted, he afked his adverfary, whether 
, 


ary, 
he were a gentleman. On receiving a fatisfactory anfwer, 
he demanded, whether he were a knight. Renaud re- 
plied, that he had not yet attained that honour. Then £ 
make you one, replied Suffolk: Upon which, he gave him 


aN blow with his: fword, which dubbed him into that 


fraternity; and he immediately furrendered himfel 
prifoner. 

imatnier at. the T ; . , “4117 nded 

THE remainder of the Englifh army was commanded 


by Faftolfte, Scale 


but ef making their. retreat, 


bd iD } + — * 
and Talbot, who though 


ne 
? 5 


s foon as poflible, into a 
place of fafety; while the French efteemed the over- 
taking them equivalent to a victory. So much had the 
events, which pafled before Orleans, altered every thine 
between the two nations! The v anguard of the French 


under Richemont and Xaintrailles attacked the rear of 


L 3 the 


}a moment: 
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The battle lafted not 


ited 1 and fled: 


difc omi 


wed the example of flight 


arter was taken 


initance : of cow= 


killed in this action ; 


ters, to maenify the Poles reprefent dies maid (who was 
es) 

now known by the appellation of the AZai« d of Or! leans) as 

t 


not only active in combat, but as performing the office 


of general ; directing the troops, conducting the military 


operations, and {wa the deliberations in all councils 


of war. It is that the policy of the French 


red to maintain this appearance with the 


d 


public: But it is much ae ad that Dunois and 


the wifer comm: prompted her in all her meafures, 
ithout experience or edu- 


ould, on a fudden, become expert in a pro- 
feffion, which requires more genius and capacity, than 
any other active fcene of life. It is fufficient praife, that 


uifh the perfons on whofe judgment the 


fhe could feize their hints and fugge- 
ftions, and, on a fudden, deliver their opinions as her 
own; and that fhe could curb, on occafion, that vifi- 
anary and enthufiaftic fpirit, with which fhe was actu- 
ated, and could temper it with prudence and difcretion. 
THE raifing of the fiege of Orleans was one part of 
the maid’s promife to Charles: The crowning him at 
Rheims was the other: And fhe now vehemently infifted, 
that he fhould forthwith fet out on'that enterprize. A 
few weeks before, fuch a propofal would have appeared 
the moft extravagant in the world, Rheims lay ina 


> Monftxelet, vol, it, p. 465 


diftant 


payexts 
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diftant quarter of the kingdom; was then in the hands® HAP. 


of a viftorious enemy ; the whole road, which led to it 


was occupied by their garrifons; and no imagination 1479 


could be fo fanguine as to think, that fuch an attempt 
could fo foon come within the bounds of poffibility. But 


as it was extremely the intereft of Charles to maintain 


Hilaiilte 


the belief of fomethine extraordinary and divine in thete 


events, and to avail himfelf of the prefent ec 


of the Englifh; he refolyed to follow the exhortatioi 
his warlike prophetefs, 
promifing adventure. 

é 
the fcene of war: As the faf 


tirely upon his perfon 


his military ardour: But obferving t 


rs = 
of affairs, he now determined to appez 


his armies, and to fet the example of valour +t 


t 


foldiers. And the French nobility faw at once 
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young foyereign ning a new and more brilliant 
, ‘. - + ~ } + 
character, feconded by fortune, by. the 


hand of heaven; and they caught frefh zeal to exert 
themfelves in I 


ceftors. 
CHARLES fet out for 


thoufand men: He paffed 


gates to him :° Chalons oe: 
fent him a deputation with it 1 
5? 
j on was here performed,¢ 17th July. 
e: Le a eee 5 Se See 
with the holy ou, it to King 
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rch i‘he of Orleans ftood by his 
fide, in complete‘ arm and difplayed her facred 
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Prudence of 
the d of 
Bedford, 


HIS TRY Ot EN GCLANG 


ner, which had fo often diffipated and confounded his 
fierceft enemies: And the people fhouted with the moft 
unfeigned joy, on viewing fuch a complication of won- 
ders. After the completion of the ceremony, the Maid 


te king’s feet, embraced his. knees, 


1 flood of tears, which pleafure and tendernefs 
extorted from her, {he congratulated him on this fingular 


ania Mat st0US event, 


CHARLES, thus crowned and anointed, became more 


ble in the eyes of all his fubjeéts, and feemed, in 


ry to receive anew, from a heavenly commiffion, 
his title to their allegiance. The inclinations of men 
ing their belief, no one doubted of the in{pirations 
and ] 


shetic fpirit of the Maid: So many incidents, 


which paffed all human comprehenfion, left little room to 
queftion a fuperior influence: And the real and undoubt- 
ed facts gave credit to every exaggeration, which could 


S 


fearcely be rendered more wonderful. Laon, Soiffons, 
Chateau-Thierri, Provins, and many other towns and 
fortrefles in that neighbourhood, immediately after 
Charles’s coronation, fubmitted to him on the firk 
fummons; and the whole nation was difpofed to give 
him the moft zealous teftimonies of their duty and af- 
fection. 

NoTHING Can imprefs us with a higher idea of the 
wiidom, addrefs, and refolution of the duke of Bedford, 
than his being able to maintain himfelf in fo perilous a 
fituation, and to preferve fome footing in France, after 
the defection of fo many places, and amidf the univerfal 


inclination of the reft to imitate that contagious example, 
g 

4 his prince feemed ‘prefent every where by his vigilance 
) 


and forefight: He employed each refource, which fortune 
had yet left him: He put all the Englith garrifons in a 
pofture of defence: He kept a watchful eye over every at- 
tempt among the French towards an infurrection : He 

retained 


“nash baba 
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retained the Parifians in obedience, by alternately em- © gS Pe 
ploying careffes and feverity: And knowing that the duke ieee 
of Burgundy was already wavering in his fidelity, he  7429- 
acted with fo much {kill and prudence, as to renew, in 

this dangerous crifis, his alliance with that prince; an 

alliance of the utmoft importance to the credit and fup- 

port of the Englifh government. 

Tue fmall fupplies which he received from England 
fet the talents of this great man in ftill a ftronger light. 
The ardour of the Englifh for foreign conquefts was now 
extremely abated by time and reflection : The parliament 
feems even to have become fenfible of the danger, which 
might attend their farther progrefs: No fupply of money 
could be obtained by the regent during his greateft dif- 
trefles: And men enlifted flowly under his ftandard, or 
foon deferted, by reafon of the wonderful accounts, which 
had reached England, of the magic, and forcery, and dia- 
bolical power of the maid of Orleans“. It happened for- 
tunately, in this emergency, that the bifhop of Winche- 
fter, now created a cardinal, landed at Calais with a body 
of 5000 men, which he was conducting into Bohemia, 
on a crufade againft the Huffites. He was perfuaded to 
Jend thefe troops to his nephew during the prefent difficul- 
ties ¢; and the regent was thereby enabled to take the field; 
and to oppofe the French king, who was advancing 
with his army to the gates of Paris. 

THE extraordinary capacity of the duke of Bedford ap- 
peared alfo in his military operations. He attempted to 
reftore the courage of his troops by boldly advancing to 
the face of the enemy; but he chofe his pofts with fo 
much Caution, as always to decline a combat, and to ren- 
der it impoffible for Charles to attack him. He ftill at- 
tended that prince in all his movements ; covered his own 
towns and garrifons; and kept himfelf in a pofture to reap 


@ Rymer, vol. x, p. 459) 4725 © Ibid, volax; p. 422. 
advantage 


ly of veils 
foon after retired 


-] 2 4 2, = 
harles went to Bourges 


oF 


mafter of Compiegne, Bea 


Lag ni, St. Det nis, and of Mz any places in the neighbour- 
hood of Paris, which the affections of the p 


into his hands. 
THE regent endeavoured to revive the ' declining ftate 
of his affa 


1 on 


of England, 
isf, All 


the vaflals of the crown, who livéd within the provinces 


rs, by bringing over the youn 


and having him crowned and 


pofiefled by the Englifh, fwore anew allegiance and did 
homage to him. But this ceremony was cold and infipid, 
in comparifon of the luftre which had ttended the coro- 
nation of Charles at Rheims; and the duke of Bedford 
expected more effect from an accident, which put into his 
hands the perfon that had been the author of all his cala- 


mitie 
Te maid of Orleans, after the coronation of Charles, 
declared to the count of Dunois, that her wifhes were now 


fully gratified, aud that fhe had no farther defire than te 


return to her former condi tion, and to the occupations 
and courfe of life aap fection her fex: But that noble- 

ges which might fiill 
> army, exhorted her to 
al expulfion of the Englifh, fhe 
ophecies to their hee completion. 
on fhe threw herf 


In purfuance of t elfinto the town 


ed by the duke 


the earls of f An lel and Suffolk 


of ' Con npieene, which was at that time 


and t 


Lie 


appearance believed themfelves 


But tl 


73 ery ee > , 
thenceforth invinci 


clr joy was of {hort duration. 


£ Rymer, vol, x. p: 
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The Maid, next day after her arriva 


la fall yupon CHAP, 


we XX, 
the quarters of John of Luxembourg ; he twice drove was 
the enemy from their entrenchments; finding theirnum- 1430. 


bers to encreafe every moment, fhe ordered a ‘retreat 575 ae 
when hard prefled by the purfuers, fhe turned upon them, 
and made them again recoil ; wi Caan here deferted by 
her friends, and furrounded by the enemy, fhe was at laft, 


after exerting the utmoft valour, taken prifoner by the 


opinion was, tl 


Burgundians*. The common 
French officers, finding the m 
to her, had, in envy to her ren 


lat the 


t of every victory afcribed 


n, by which they them- 
felves were fo much eclipfed, willingly expofed her to 
this fatal accident. 

Pinte envy of her friends on this occafion was not a 


greater proof of her merit than the triumph of her ene- 
mies. A complete victory would not have given more 
joy to the Englifh and their partizans. The fervice of 
Te Deum 5 which has fo often | peen pre ofan ned by princes, 
was publicly celebrated on this See event at Paris. 


The duke of Bedford fancied, that, by the ca iptivity of 


all his fuc- 
cefles, he fhould again recover his former afcendant over 


that extraordinary woman, who os blafted 


France; and to pufh farther the prefent advantage, he 

5 SAS) 
purchafed the captive from John of Luxembourg, and 
formed a profecution againft her, which, whether it pro- 
ceeded from vengeance or policy, was equally barbarous 
and difhonourable. 


THERE was no poflible reafon, why Joan fhould not 
be regarded as a prifoner of war, and be entitled to all the 
courtefy and good ufage, which civilized nations practife 
towards enemies on thefe occafions. She had never, in 
her military capacity, forfeited, by any‘act of treachery 
er cruclty, her claim to that treatment: She was ul- 


143% 
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ftained 


oars 
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c pm P. flained by any civil crime: Even the virtues and the 


———J very decorums of her fex had ever been rigidl y obferved 
1432-1 


her*: And though her appearing in war, and leading 


nies to battle, may feem an exception, fhe had thereby 
performed fuch fignal fervice to her prince, that fhe had 
abundantly compenfated for this irregularity ; and was, 
on that very account, the more an objeét of praife and 
admiration. It was neceflary, therefore, for the duke of 
Bedford to intereft religion fome way in the profecution ; 
and to cover under that cloak his violation of juftice and 
humanity. 

Tue bifhop of Beauvais, a man wholly devoted to the 
Englith intereft, prefented a petition againft Joan, on 
pretence: that fhe was taken within the bounds of his 
diocefe ; and he defired to have her tried by an ecclefiaf- 
tical court for forcery, impiety, idolatry, and magic: The 
univerfity of Paris was fo mean as to join in the fame 
requeft : Several prelates, among whom the cardinal of 


as the only Englifhman, were appointed her 
judges; They held their court in Roiien, where the 
young king of England then refided: And the Maid, 
clothed in her former military apparel, but loaded with 
irons, was produced before this tribunal. 
Sue firft defired to be eafed of her chains: Her judges 
anfwered that fhe had once already attempted an efcape 
° by throwing herfelf from atower: She confefled the fact, 
maintained the juftice of her intention, and owned, that, 
if fhe could, the would {till execute that purpofe. All 


4 We learn from her trial in Pafquier, that when accvfed of having put te 
death Franquet d’Arras her prifoner, fhe juftified herfelf by faying, that he 
was a known robber, and lay under fentence of death by a civil magifrate, 
She was fo careful of erect: decorums, that when the was in any tows of 
garrifon, fhe always went to bed with fome woman of charaéter in the place ; 
When in the camp, the lay in armour, and always had one of her brothers on 


each fide of her, Thek iglith themfelyes neyer reproached her with any 
thing in regard to her morals, 


her 
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her other fpeeches fhowed the fame firmnefs and intrepi- C H A Ps 


XX. 


dity: Though harafled with interrogatories, during the 


courfe of near four months, fhe never betrayed any weak- 
nefs or womanifh fubmiffion ; and no advantage was 
gained over her. ‘The point, which her judges pufhed 
moft vehemently, was her vifions and revelations and in- 
tercourfe with departed faints ; and they afked her, whe- 
ther fhe would fubmit to the church the truth of thefe 
infpirations: She replied, that fhe would fubmit them 
to God, the fountain of truth, They then exclaimed, 
that fhe was a heretic, and denied the authority of the 
church, She appealed to the pope: They rejected her 
appeal. 

Tuey afked her, why fhe put truft in her ftandard 
which had been confecrated by magical incantations: She 
replied, that fhe put truft in the Supreme Being alone, 

whofe image was imprefled upon it. ‘They de mmanied, 
why fhe carried in her hand that ftandard at the anoint- 
ment and coronation of Charles at Rheims: She anfwered, 
that the perfon who had fhared the danger, was entitled 
to fhare the glory. When accufed of going to war con- 
trary to the decorums of her fex, and of afluming go- 
vernment and command over men; fhe fcrupled not to 
reply, that her fole purpofe was to defeat the Englifh, and 
to expel them the kingdom. In the iffue, fhe was con- 
demned for all the crimes of which fhe had been accufed, 
ageravated by herefy ; her revelations were declared to be 
inventions of the devil to delude the people; and fhe was 
fentenced to be delivered over to the fecular arm. 

Joan, fo long furrounded by inveterate enemies, who 
treated her with every mark of contumely ; brow-beaten 
and overawed by men of fuperior rank, and men invefted 

fhe had 

fubdued ; 
and thofe vifionary dreams of infpiration, in which fhe 
had 


with the enfiens of a facred character, which 
A 


been accuftomed to revere, felt her fpirit at laf 


143 


one 


5 


PL Asal 


158 HISTORY 


* fuecefs and the 
Ys gave way to the terrors of 


¢ aie P+ had been ‘buoyed up by the 


wan applaufes, of 
143% that punifhment to which fhe was fentenced. | She pub- 


licly declared herfelf willing to recant ; fhe acknowledged 


the illufion of thofe revelations which the church had 


re neat te a and fhe eire neyer more to maintain them, 


ated: She was condemned to 
saat canchacaam and to be fed during life on 
bread and water. 

Enoucu was now done to fulfil all political views, 
and to convince both the French and the Englith, that the 
opinien of divine influence, which had fo much en- 
couraged the one and daunted the other, was entirely 
without foundation. But the barbarous vengeance of 
ss in’s enemies was not fatisfied with es pee Suf- 


x, that the bore —t which fhe had now con- 


ed in hr  sprement a fut of men’s apparel ; and 
watched for the effects of that temptation upon her. On 
the fight of a ge in which fhe had acquired fo much 
renown, and which, fhe once beliéved, fhe wore by the 
particular appointment of heaven, all her former ideas 
and paffions revived ; and fhe ventured in her folitude to 
cloath herfe 


fagain in the forbidden garment. Her infi- 
dious enemies caught her in that fituation : Her fault was 
interpreted to be no lefs 


. a relapfe into herefy : No 
recantation would now fuffice, and no pardon could be 
granted her. She was condemned to be burned in the 


? Aap Se ath 
mark ket-pl ylace of oiien ; and the infamous fentence was 


Execution accordingly executed. This admirable heroine, to whom 
‘ of the maid 44, oS og ‘ 
o£ Osea oe erous fuperftition of the ancients would have 


14th June, altars, was, on pretence of herefy and magic, 


ae | weaver nee sé < 
red over alive to the flames, and expiated by that 


ment the fignal fervices, which the had 
is 1 +4 } e Wry 
rendered to“her prince and to her native country. 


HE 


sehen a y } M ar Q anne j 
far from being advanced 
7 Gay more and more to de- 


“ ma se fo Tr 
sent were unapbie to re- 


and which that a& of to. remove. 


of 


: St. } 
the fuburbs of Cai —24éN 


territories, was pilla 


The duke of Bedford himfelf was 


+ Dunois to 


raife the fiege of Lagni with fome lofs of reputation: And 
all thefe misfortunes, though light, yet being continued. 
ai —— brought difcredit on the Englifh, and 
ith an approaching revolution. But the 
ent fuftained, was by the 


hith 


* 06 


~ 
feo 
~ 
(s:) 


3 


death of his d 


preferved fome 


: 


him and her brother, 


utc mie who h 


appearance of friendfhip betw 


the duke of ae indy 7i: And his marriage foon after-~ 
wards, with Jaqueline of Lu 
hing of a breach bety 


that the 1 


of his nodes s, and that 
flic 


mediated a reconciliation between thefe princes, and 


brought both of them to St. Omers purpofe. 
The duke of Bedford here expected the firft vifit, both as 
he was fon, brother, and uncle to a becaufe 


he had already made ach advances as to come into the 
duke of Burgundy’s territories, in order to have an inter- 
view with him: But Philip, proud of his great power 
and independant dominions, refufed to pay this compli- 
Monttrelety vols it. p. 100. i Ibid, p. 87, kK Stowe, 
P. 373. Grailoa, p.554, 
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CH A P. ment to the regent: And the two princes, unable to ad. 

— juft the ceremonial, parted without feeing each other™, 

1432, A bad prognoftic of their cordial intentions to renew patt 
amity ! 

DefeGtionof . NoTHING could be more repugnant to the interefts of 

Burgunty. the houfe of Burgundy, than to unite the crowns of 

"France and England on the fame head; an event, which, 

had it taken place, would have reduced the duke to the 

rank of a petty prince, and have rendered his fituation 

entirely dependant and precarious. ‘The title alfo to the 

crown of France, which, after the failure of the elder 

branches, might accrue to the duke or his pofterity, had 

een facrificed by the treaty of Troye; and ftrangers and 

enemies were thereby irrevocably fixed upon the throne. 

Revenge alone had carried Philip into thefe impolitic mea- 

fures ; and a point of honour had hitherto induced him 

to maintain them. But as it is the nature of paffion gra- 

dually to decay, while the fenfe of intereft maintains a 

permanent influence and authority; the duke had, for fome 

years, appeared fenfibly to relent in his animofity againft 

Charles, and to hearken willingly to the apologies made 

by that prince for the murder of the late duke of Bur- 

gundy. His extreme youth was pleaded in his favour; 

his incapacity to judge for himfelf ; the afcendant gained 

over him by his minifters ; and his inability to refent a 

deed, which, without his knowledge, had been perpe- 

trated by thofe under whofe guidance he was then placed. 

The more to gratify the pride of Philip, the king of 

France had banifhed from his court and prefence Tanegut 

de Chatel, and all thofe who were concerned in that af- 

faffination ; and had offered to make every other atone- 

ment, which could be required of him. The diftrels, 

which Charles had already fuffered, had tended to. gratify 

the duke’s revenge; the miferies, to which France had 


™ Monitrelet, vol, ji, pe go, Grafton, p, 563 
been 
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been fo long expofed, had begun to move his compaffion ; C.H_A P, 
and the cries of all Europe admonifhed him, that his re-._-"_, 
{entment, which might hitherto be deemed pious, would, | 143+" 
if carried farther, be univerfally condemned as barbarous 

and unrelenting. While the duke was in this difpofition, 

every difguit, which he received from England, made a 
double impreffion upon him ; the entreaties-of the count 

of Richemont and the duke of Bourbon, who had mar- 

ried his two fifters, had weight; and he finally determined 

to unite himfelf to the royal family of France, from which 

his own was defcended. For this purpofe, a congrefs 1435: 
Was appointed at Arras under the mediation of deputies 

from the pope and the council of Bafle: The duke of 
Burgundy came thither in perfon: The dike of Bourbon, 

the count of Richemont, and other perfons of high rank, 
appeared as ambafladors from France: And the Englifh 
having alfo been invited to attend, the cardinal of Win- 
chefter, the archbifhop of York, and others, received 

from the protector and council a commiffion for that pur= 

pofe ™, 

THE conferences wete held in the abbey of St. Vaatt ; Augut 
and began with difcuffing the propofals of the two crowns, 
which were fo wide of each other as to admit of ao hopes 
of accommodation. England demanded, that each party 
fhould remain in pofleffion of what they had at prefent, 
after making fome equal exchanges for mutual conveni- 
ence: France offered to cede Normandy with Guienne, 
but both of them loaded with the ufual homage ahd vaf- 
falage to the ctown. As the claims of England upon 
France were univerially unpopular in Europe, the me- 
diators declared the offers of Charles very reafonable; and 
the catdinal of Winchefter, with the other Enelith ambaf- 
fadors, immediately left the conotefs. ‘There remained 
nothing but to difcufs the mutual pretenfions. of Charles 
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C HA P.and Philip. Thefe were eafily adjufted: The vaflal was 


A 
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in a fituation to give law to his fuperior ; and he exacted: 
conditions, which, had it not been for the prefent ne- 
ceffity, would have been deemed, to the laft degree, dif- 
honourable and difadvantageous: to the crown: of France:. 
Befides making repeated atonements and acknowledge- 
ments for the murder of the duke of Burgundy, Charles 
was obliged to cede all the towns of Picardy which lay 
Between the Somme and the Low Countries 4 he yielded 
feveral other territories ; he agreed, that thefe and all the’ 
other dominions of Philip fhould be held by him, during 
his life-time, without doing any homage or fwearing, 
fealty to the prefent king ; and he freed his fubjects from 
all obligations to allegiance, if ever he infringed this 


treaty". Such were the conditions, upon which France 
purchafed the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy. 

Tr duke fent a herald to England with a letter, ir 
which he notified the conclufion of the treaty of Arras, 
and apologized for his departure from that of Troye. 
The council received the herald with. great coldnefs: 
They even affigned him his lodgings in a fhoemaker’s 
Koufe, by way of infult ; and the populace were fo in- 
eenfed, that, if the duke of Glocefter had not given him 
guards, his life had been expofed to. danger, when he ap- 
peared in the ftreets. “The Flemings, and other fubjects 
of Philip, were infulted, and fome of them murdered by 
the Londoners ; and every thing feemed to tend towards 
a rupture between the two nations®.. ‘Thefe violences 
were not difagreeable to the duke of Burgundy; as they 
afforded him a pretence for the farther meafures which 
he intended to take againft the Englith, whom he now tk 
garded as implacable and dangerous enemies. 
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A FEW days after the duke of Bedford received intel- © git. P, 
ligence of this treaty, fo fatal to the iiterefts of Rasland; a 
he died at Roiien: a prince of great abilities, and Oe: 
many virtues ; and whofe memory, except from the bar- Death ofthe 
barous execution of the maid of Orleans, was ubfullied (24° °F Bee 
by any confiderable blemith: Hfabella, queen of F rance; 
died a little before him; defpifed by the Ehgelith, detefted 
by the French, and reduced ii her later years to regard; 
with an unnatural horror, the progrefs and factelien of 
her own fon; in recovering pofleffion of his kingdom, 

This period was alfo fignalized by the death of the earl 
of Arundel ?; a great Englith general, who; though he 
commanded ‘ibe thoufand men, was foiled by Xain& 
trailles at the head of fix hundied, and foon after expired 


of the wounds which he received in the action: 


THE violent factions; which prevailed in. the court of 1436. 
England, between the duke of Glocefter and the cardinal 
of Winchefter, prevented the Englith from taking the 
proper meafures for repairing thefe multiplied lofles; and 
threw all their affairs into confufiom The popu ae of 
the duke; and his near relation to the crown, gave him 
advantages in the conteft, which he often loft by his operi 
and unguarded temper, unfit to ftruggle with the politic 
and interetied {pirit of his rival. The balance, mean- 
While, of thefe parties, kept every thing in fufpence: 
Foreign affairs were much neglected : And though the 
duke of York, fon to that earl of Cambridge, who was 
executed in the beginning of the laft reign, was appointed 
fucceffor to the duke of Bedford » It was feven months be- 
fore his commifiion paffed the feals ; and the Englifh re- 
mained fo long i in an enemy’s country » Without a proper 
head or governor, 
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THE new sovernor on his arrival found the capital al- 
ready loft. ‘The Parifians had always been more attached 
to the Burgundian than to the Enghfh intereft ; and after 
the conclufion of the treaty of Arras, their affections, 
without any farther controul, wniverfally led them to 
return to their allegiance under their native fovereign. 
The conftable, together with Lile-Adam, the fame per- 
on who had before put Paris into she hands of the duke 
of Burgundy, was introduced in the night-time by intel- 
ligence with the citizens : Lord Willoughby, who com- 
manded only a fmall garrifon of 1500 men, was expelled: 
That nobleman difcovered valour and prefence of mind 
om the occafion ; but unable to guard fo large a place 
againft fuch multitudes, he retired into the Baftile, and 
being there invefted, he delivered up that fortrefs, and was 
contented to ftipulate for the fafe retreat of his troops into 
Normandy 4%. 

Iw the fame feafon, the duke of Burgundy openly took 


part againft England, and commenced hoftilities by the 
fiege of Calais, the only place which now gave the Eng- 
lifh any fure hold of France, and ftill rendered them 
dangerous. As he was beloved among; his own fubjects, 
and had acquired the epithet of Good, from his popular 
quahties, he was able to intereft all the inhabitants in the 
Low Countries im the fuccefs of this enterprize; and he 
invefted that place with an army, formidable from its 
numbers, but without experience, difcipline, or military 
fpirit®, On the firft alarm of this fiege, the duke of 
Glocetter aflembled fome forces, fent a defance to Philip, 


1 chalte: Seay es : 1 c j 
and challenged him to wait the event of a battle, which 


he mye pee: : , i 
he promifed to give, as foon as the wind would permit 
} 5 reser. = TE, fm ry tT: . ~ , 
hintto reach Calais, ‘The warlike oenius of the Englifla 
had at that time rendere 


roof , 
1 Monftrelet, vol. ti. p, 


ol. ii, p. 226, 130, 132. Hlollingthed, p, 613. Grafton, pe 571+ 


Ba Yo Vt. 165 


‘parts of Europe ; efpecially to the Flemings, who wereC HAP, 
more expert in manufactures, than in arms ; and the duke . oss 
of Burgundy, being already foiled in fome attempts be- 1436 
fore Calais, and obferving the difcontent and terror of his 
own army, thought proper to raife the fiege, and to re- 26th June. 
treat before the arrival-of the-enemy °. 

TueE English were {till matters of many fine provinces 
in France; but’retained pofleffion, more by the extreme 
weaknefs of Charles, than by the firength of their own 
garrifons or the force of their armies. Nothing indeed 
can be more furprifing than the feeble efforts made, dur- 


ing the courfe of feveral years, by thefe two potent na- 


Pi 


inft each other; while the one ftrugeled for 


tions “ae 


independancy, and the other afpired to a total conqueft of 
‘its rival. ‘Che general want-of induftry, commerce, and 
police, in that age, had rendered. all the European nations, 


j 


rand France and Englanc nan the others, unfit 


for bearine the burthens of -wa 


» when it was prolonged 
beyond one feafon ; and the continuance of hoffilities had, 
long ere this time, exhaufted the force and patience of 


both kingde 


Scarcely* could the appearance of an 
army be brought into the field on either fide ; and all the 
operations confifted in the furprifal of places, in the ren- 
counter of detached ‘parties, and jn ineurfions upon the 
open country ; which were performed by {mall bodies, 
affembied on a fudden from the nei 


ghbeuring garrifons. 
In this method af conduéting the war, the French king 
had much the advantage: “The affections of the people 
were entirely on his fide: Intelligence was early brought 
him of the ftate and motions of the enemy: ‘The inhabi- 
tants were ready to join in any attempts againft the gar- 
tifons: And thus ground was continually, though flowly, 
gained upon the Englifh. The duke of York, who was 
a prince of ability, ftruggled againft thefe difficulties dur- 


S Monftrelet, vol. ii. p. 136 Hollinghed, p, 614. 
M 3 ing 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


C HA P.ine the courfe of five years ; and being affifted by the ya; 


XX. 


t—~-—~ lour of lord Talbot, foon after created earl of Shrewfbury, 


1436, 


1440. 


he per formed aétions, which acquired him honour, but 
merit not the attention of pofterity. It would have been 
vell, had this feeble war, in {paring the blood: of the 
cba prevented likewife all other oppreffions ; and had 
the fury of men, which reafon and juftice cannot reftrain, 
thus happily received a check from their impotence and 
inability. But the French and Englifh, though they ex- 
erted fuch fmall force, were, however, ftretching beyond 
fources, which were ge {maller ; and the troops, 

ite of pay, were obliged to fubfift by plundering and 
opprefling the country, both of friends and enemies: 
The fields in all the north of France, which was the feat 
of war, were laid wafte and left uncultivatedt. The 
lated, not by the blood fpilt 
in battle, but by the more deftruétive pillage of the gar- 
nati ilities; which 
efirous of peace, and 


cities were gradually depopu 


rifons®; And both a =e of 
de 


decided nothing, feemed < 


a 


they fet on foot negociations that purpofe, But the 


propofals of France and Spe. of England, were full fo 
wide of each other, that all hope of accommodation im- 
mediately vanifhed. ‘The Englifh ambafladors demanded 
refeinision of all the provinces which had once been an- 
nexed to England, together with the final ceffion of Calais 
and its diftrict; and required the pofleflion of thefe ex- 
tenfive territories without the burthen of any fealty or 
homage on the part of their prince: The French offered 
only part of Guienne, part of Normandy, and Calais, 
loaded with the ufual burthens. It appeared vain to con- 


t Grafton, p. 562. 

¥ Fortefcue, who, foon after this period, vifited France, in the train of. 
prince Henry, {peaks of that kingdom as a defert in comparifon of England, 
See his Treatife 


psrtialities of Fortefcue, there 


le laudibus Anglia. Though we make allowance for the 


muft have been fome foundation for hig 3¢e 


count; and thefe defiru€tive wars are the moft likely reafon to be affigned for 
the difference remarked by this author, 


tinue 
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tinue the negociation, while there was fo little profpect© # A P, 


2 


of agreement. The Englifh were {till too haughty to , ; 


ftoop from the vaft hopes which they had formerly en- 
tertained, and to accept of terms more fujtable to the 
prefent condition of the two kingdoms. 

Tue duke of York foon after refigned his government 
to the earl of Warwic, 2 nobleman of reputation, whom 
death prevented from long enjoying this dignity. The 
duke, upon the demife of that nobleman, xeturned to his 
charge, and during his adminiftration a truce was con- 
cluded between the king of England and the duke of 
Burgundy, which had become neceflary for the com- 
mercial interefts of their fubjets*, The war with 
France continued in the fame languid and feeble ftate 
as before. 

Tue captivity. of five princes of the blood, taken pri- 
Foners in the battle of Azincour, was a-confiderable ad- 


vantage which England long enjoyed over its enemy; 


‘but this fuperiority was now entirely loft. Some of thefe 
princes had died; fome had been ranfomed for fums of 


money; and the duke of- Orleans, the noft powerful 


of the Englith. He offered the fum of 54,000 nobles ¥ 
for his liberty; and when. this propofal was laid before 


the council of England; as every queftion was there an 


abject of faction, the party of the. duke of Glocefter, 
and that of the cardinal of Winchefter, were divided in 
their fer 


the council of the dying~ advice of the late king, that 
; 


timents with regard to it. The duke reminded 


¢ oT j igs BER 
none of thefe prifoners fhould on any account be releafed, 


4 


x Grafton, p. 573+ y Rymer, vol. x. p. 764; 775 782 795s 79%- 
This fum was equal to 76,000 pounds fterling of our prefent monty. A 
fubfidy of a tenth and fifteenth was fixed by Edward Ill. at.29,000 pounds, 
which, in the reign of Henry VE. made only 58,009 pounds of our prefent 
money. The parliament granted only one fubfidy during the courfe of feven 
years, from 1437 to 1444, 
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fon fhould be of fufficient age to hold, himfelf, 
the reins of government. The cardinal infifted on the 


ereatnefs of the fum offered; which in reality was near. 
jual to two thirds of all the extraordinary fupplies, that 
the parliament, during the courfe of feven years, granted 
for the fupport of the war. -And he added, that the re- 
Jeafe of this prince was more likely to. be advantageous 
than prejudicial to the Englith interefts ; by filling the 
court of France with faBtion; and giving a Gag to thofe 
iumerous malcontents, whom Charles was at prefent able 
{ iculty to reftrain. Fhe cardinal’s party, 
as ufual, prevailed: The duke of Orleans was releafed, 


after a melancholy captivity. of evenly; five years +: And 
the duke of Burgundy, as a pledge of his entire recon- 
of rieana: facilitated to that 
prince the payment of his ranfom. It mutt be confefled, 
that the p 


on very difadvantagecus terms. If they were taken pri- 


ciliation with the fami 


tinces and nobility, in thofe ages, went to war 


foners, they either remained-in captiy ity during life, or 
purchafed their liberty at the price which the -viéors 


} 


were pleafed to impofe, and. which often reduced their 


families to want and beggary. 


Tue fentiments of the cardinal, fome time after, prer 
vailed in another point of {till greater moment. That 
prelate had always encouraged every propofal of accom- 
modation with France; and had reprefented the utter 
impoffibility, in the prefent. circumftances, of pufhing 
farther the conquefts in that kingdom, and. the great diffi- 
culty of even maintaining thofe which were already 
made. Het: reluctance of the par- 
liament to grant fupplies; the diforders in which the 
Englifh 


progrefs made by the French king; and. the advantage 


ed on the extreme 


fairs in Normandy were involved ; the daily 


% Graftony p. 578, 
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ef ftopping his hand by a temporary accommodation, © H 


fpirited and haughty, and educated in the lofty preten- 
fions, which the firft fucceffes of his two brothers had 
rendered familiar to him, could not yet be induced to re- 
linquifh all hopes of prevailing over France ; much lefs 
could he fee with patience, his own opinion thwarted and 
rejected by the influence of his rival in the Englifh coun- 
cil. But notwithftanding his oppofition, the earl of 
Suffolk, a nobleman who always adhered to the cardinal’s 
party, was difpatched to Tours, in order to negociate 


with the French minifters. It was found impoffible to 28th May. 
adjuft the terms of a lafting peace; but a truce for ring 
twenty-two months was concluded, which left every 

thing on the prefent footing between the parties. The 
numerous diforders, under which the French government 
laboured, and which time alone could remedy, induced 
Charles to affent to this truce ; and the fame motives en- 
gaged him afterwards to prolong it*. But Suffolk, not 
content with executing this object of his -commiffion, 
proceeded alfo to finifh another bufinefs, which feems ra- 
ther to have’ been implied than expreffed in the powers 
that had been granted him >. 

In proportion as Henry advanced in years, his charac- 
ter became fully known in the court, and was no longer 
ambiguous to either faction. Of the moft harmlefs, in- 
offenfive, fimple manners ; but of the moft flender capa- 
city; he was fitted, both by the foftnef{s of his temper, 
and the weaknefs of his underftanding, to be perpetually 
governed by thofe who furrounded him ; and it was eafy 
to forefee, that his reign would prove a perpetual mino- 
rity. As he had now reached the twenty-third year of 
his age, it was natural to think of choofing him a queen 5 


4 Rymer, vol, xi, p, ror, 108, 206, 214, b Ibid. p. 53 « 
and 
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C H 4 P. and each party was ambitious of having him receive one 
u-_ from their hand; as it was probable, that this circum. 

1443. tance would decide for ever the victory between them, 
‘The duke of Glocefter propofed a daughter of the count 
of Armagnac; but had not credit to effectuate his purpofe, 
The cardinal and his friends had caft their eye on Margaret 
of Anjou, daughter of Regnier, titular king of Sicily, 
jess and Jerufalem, defcended from the count of 
» brother of Charles V. who had left thefe magni- 


nt sides, but without any real power or poffeffions, to 


Lis wee, This princefs herfelf was the moft accom- 

f her age both in body and mind; and feemed 

Wels thofe qualities, which would equally qualify 
2 é 


acquire the afcendant over Henry, and to fupply 


and weaknefles. Of a mafculine, coura- 


"an enterprizing temper, endowed with 
y as well as vivacity of underftanding, fhe had not 
sen able to conceal thefe great talents even in the pri- 


of her father’s ies and it was reafonable to 
expect, that, when fhe fhould mount the throne, they 
would break out with {till fuperior luftre. The earl of 
ol therefore, in concert with his affociates of the 

lifh council, made propofals of marriage to Margaret, 

hich were accepted. But this nobleman, befides pre- 
arpa the princefs’s. favour by being the chief means 
of her advancement, endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf 
with her and her family, by very extraordinary concef- 


fions: Though Mecsret brought no dowry. with her, 


he ventured of himfelf, without any dire& aucieeaes 
from the council, but probably with the approbation of 
the cardinal and the ruling members, to engage by a 
fecret article, that the province of Maine, which was at 
that time in the hands of the Englifh, fhould be ceded 
to Charles of Anjou her uncles, who was prime mini- 


© Grafton, P+ 5906 
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HENRY VE ryt 


fler and favourite of the French king, and who had al- CH AP. 


: S XX. 
seady received from his mafter the grant of that province ———4 
as his appanage. 3443s 


THE treaty of marriage was ratified in England : Suf- 
folk obtained firft the title of marquis, then that of duke; 
and even received the thanks of parliament, for his 
fervices in concluding it‘. The princefs fell immedi- 
ately into clofe connexions with the cardinal and his 
party, the dukes of Somerfet, Suffolk, and Bucking- 
ham‘; who, fortified by her powerful patronage, re- 
folved on the final ruin of the duke of Glocefter. 


Tuis generous prince, worfted in all court intrigues,’ 144% 
for which his temper was not fuited, but pofleffing, in a 
high degree, the favour of the public, had already re- 
ceived from his rivals a cruel mortification, which he had 
hitherto born without violating public peace, but which it 
was impoffible that a perfon of his fpiritand hur nanity could 
ever forgive. His dutchefs, the daughter of Reginald, lord 
Cobham, had been accufed of the crime of witchcraft, and 
it was pretended, that there was found in her pofleffion a 


7 


waxen figure of the king, which fhe and her affociates, Sir 
Roger Bolingbroke a prieft, and one Margery Jordan of 
Eye, rocleadsd in a magical manner be 


ore a flow fire, 
with an intention of making Henry’s force and vigour 
wafte away by like infenfible degrees. The accufation 
was well calculated to affect the weak and credulous 
mind of the king, and to gain belief in an ignorant age; 
and the dutchefs was brought to trial with her confede- 
rates. The nature of this crime, fo oppofite to all com- 
mon fenfe, feems always to exempt the accufers from 
obferving the rules of common fenfe in their evidence t 
The prifoners were pronounced guilty ; the dutchefs was 
condemned to do public penance, and to fuffer perpetual 


4 Cotton, p. 630, ¢ Hollingthed, p, 626. 
imprifon- 
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C HA P.imprifonment, and the others were executed f, But as 


XX. 
UR 


1447. 


23th Feb. 
Murder of 
the duke of 
Glocefter, 


thefe violent proceedings were afcribed folely to the mas 
lice of the duke’s enemies, the people, contrary to their 
ufual practice in fuch marvellous trials, acquitted the un- 
happy fufferers ; and encreafed their efteem and affe@ion 
towards a prince, who was thus expofed, without pro- 
tection, to thefe mortal injuries. 

Test fentiments of the public made the cardinal of 
Winchefter and his party fenfible, that it was neceflary 
to deftroy a man, whofe popularity might become dan- 
gerous, and whole refentment they had fo much caufe to 
apprehend. In order to effectuate their purpofe, a par- 
liament was fummoned to meet, not at London, which 
was fuppofed to be too well affe€tcd to the duke, but at 
St. Edmondfbury, where they expected that he would lie 


tirely at mercy. As foon as he appeared, he was accufed 
of treafon, and thrown into prifon. He was foon after 
found dead in his bed#; and though it was pretended 
that his death was natural, and though his body, which 
was expofed to public view, bore no marks of outward 
violence, no one doubted. but he had fallen a victim to 
the yengeance of his enemies. An artifice, formerly 
practifed in the cafe ef Edward II. Richard II. and Tho- 
mas of Woodftock, duke ef Glocefter, could deceive no 
body. The reafon of this aflaffination of the duke feems 
not, that the ruling party apprehended his acquittal in 
parliament on account of his innocence, which, in fuch 
times, was feldom much regarded; but that they imar 


gined his public trial and execution would have been 


5 


more invidious than his private murder, which they. pre 


BAN ER a 2 r ert : - 
tended to deny. Some gentlemen of his retinue were 


afterwa 


d as accomplices in his treafons, and were 
condemned to be hanged, drawn and quartered. They 
f Stowe, p. 381. Hollinghhed, p. 622. Grafton, p. 537+ 
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were 
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were hanged and cut down ; but juft as the executio 
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was proceeding to quarter them, their pardon was pro- Wy 


duced, and they were recovered to life. The moft bar- 
barous kind of mercy that can poffibly be imagined ! 
Tuis prince is faid to have received a better education 
than was ufual-in his age, to have founded one of the firft 
public libraries in England, and to have been a great 
patron of learned men. Among other advantages, which 
he reaped from this turn of mind, it tended much to cure 
him of credulity; of which the following inftance is given 
by Sir Thomas More. There was a man, who pretended, 
that, though he was born blind, he had recovered his 
fight by touching the fhrine of St. Albans. The duke, 
happening foon after to pafs that way, queftioned the 
man, and feeming to doubt of his fight, afked him the 
colour of feveral cloaks, worn by perfons of his retinue. 


The man fold him very readily. You are a knave, cried 
the prince ; had you been born blind, you could not fo foon 
have learned to diftinguifh colours : And immediately or- 
dered him to be put in the ftocks as an impoftor '. 

Tue cardinal of Winchefter died fix weeks after his 
nephew, whofe murder was univerfally afcribed to him as 
well as to the duke of Suffolk, and which, it is faid, gave 
him more remorfe in his laft moments, than could natu- 
rally be expected from a man hardened, during the courfe 
of a tong life, in falfehood and in politics. What fhare 
the queen had in this guilt is uncertain ; her ufual aéti- 
vity and fpirit made the public conclude with fome reafon, 


that the duke’s enemies durft not have ven 


tured on fuch 
a deed without her privity. But there happened foon 
after an event, of which fhe and her favourite, the duke 
of Suffolk, bore inconteftibly the whole odium. 


y which the 


TuaT article of the marriage treaty, b 


province of Maine was to be ceded to Charles of Anjou, 


h Fabian Chron, anno 1447. i Grafton, pr 597+ 
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ly been hitherto kept feeret 


we and during the lifetime of the ‘duke of Glocefter; it would 


1448, 


have been dangerous to venttife oh the exectition of it: 
But as the court of France firenuoufly infifted on per- 
formance, orders were now difpatched; under Henry's 
hand, to Sir Francis Surienne, governor of Mans, com: 
manding him to furrender that place to Charles of Anjou, 
Surienne, either queftioning the authenticity of the order; 
or regarding his government as his only fortune; refufed 
compliance ; and it became neceflary for a French army; 
under the count of Dunois, to lay fiege to the city. The 
governor made as good a defence as his fituation could 
permit; but receiving no rélief from. Edmund duke of 
Somerfet, who was at that time governor of Normandy; 
laft obliged to capitulate; and to furrender 
not only Mans, but all the other fortrefles of that pros 
vince, which was thus entirely alienated from the crown 
of England: 


he was at 


Tue bad effects of this meafure fto pped not here: Su: 


rienne; at the head of all his ertitens amounting td 
2500 men, retired into Normandy, in expe@tation of be: 
ing taken into pay, and of being quartered in fome towns 
6f that province. But Somerfet, who had no means of 
fubfifting fuch a multitude; and who was probably in- 
cenfed at Surienne’s difobedience, refufed to admit him; 
and this adventurer, not daring to commit depredations 
on the territories either of the king of France or of Eng? 
land, marched into Britanny, feized the town of Fou= 
geres, repaited the fortifications of Pontorfon and St 
James de Beuvron, and fubfifted his troops by the ravages 
which he exercifed on all that province *; The duke of 
Britanny complained of this violence to the king of 
France; his liege lord: Charles remonftrated with the 


kK Monftrelet, vol, iii, Pr 6, 
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duke of Somerfet : That nobleman replied, that the in- C H_A Ps 


jury was done without his privity, and that he had no | 
authority over Surienne and his companions ', “Though 1448s 
this anfwer ought to have appeared fatisfatory to Charles, 

who had often: felt feverely the licentious, independant 

fpirit of fuch mercenary foldiers, he never would admit 

of the apology. He ftill infifted, that thefe plunderers 

fhould be recalled, and that reparation fhould be made to 

the duke of Britanny for all the damages which he had 


fuftained : And in order to render an accommodation ab- 


folutely impracticable, he made the eftimation of damages 
amount to no lefs a fum than 1,600,000 crowns. He 
was fenfible of the fuperiority, which the prefent ftate of 
his affairs gave him over England ; and he determined 
to take advantage of it. 
No fooner was the truce concluded between the twoState of 


kingdoms, than Charles employed hi Frances 


induftry and judgment, im repairing thofe numberlefs ills, 
to which France, from the continuance of wars both 
foreign and domeftic, had fo long been expof ed. He re- 
ftored the courfe of public juftice; he introduced order 


into the finances; he eftablifhed difcipline in his troops ; 


P 
he reprefled faction in his court ; he revived the languid 
ftate of agriculture and the arts ; and in the courfe of a 


3 
few years, he rendered his king: dom flourifhing within it~ 


& 


1idable to its neighbours, 


o 


nwhile, af- 


pS. had tal 


a very 


turn. 


court was div 


into parties, which were enraged 


each other : a people w difcontented with 


vernment : Conquefts in ee which were a1 
more of glory than of intereff, 
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poKed amidit Go- 


which engrol n of all men= 


meftic incidents, w 
f Normandy 


‘The governor of imoney 


ebliged to difmifs the greater part of his troops, and to allow 
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the fortifications of the towns and caftles to go out of res 
pair: And the nobility and people of that province had, 
during the open communication with France, enjoyed 
frequent opportunities of renewing connexions with their 
ancient mafter, and of concerting the means for expelling 
the Englifh, ‘The oecafion therefore feemed favourable 
to Charles for breaking the truce. Normandy was at 
once invaded by four powerful armies ; one conimanded 
by the king himfelf; a fecond by the duke of Britanny ; 
a third by the duke of Alencgon ; and a fourth by the 
count of Dunois. . The places opened their gates almoft 
as foon as the French appeared before them: Verneil; 
Nogent, Chateau Gaillard, Ponteau de mer, Gifors; 
Mante, Vernon, Argentan, Lifieux, Fecamp, Coutances; 
Belefme, Pont de l’Arche, fell in ain inftant into the hands 
ofthe enemy. The duke of Somerfet, fo far from having 
an army, which could take the field, and relieve thele 
places, was not able to fupply them with the neceflary 
garrifons and provifions, He retired with the few troops; 
of which he was mafter, into Roiien; and thought it 
fuficient, if, till the attival of fuccours from England; 
he ould fave that capital from the general fate of the 
province. ‘The king of France, at the head of a formi: 
dable army, fifty thoufand ftrong, prefented himfelf be- 
fore the gates: The dangerous example of revolt had 
infected the inhabitarits ; aiid they called aloud for a caé 
pitulation. Somerfet, unable to refit at orice both the 
enemies within and from without, retired with hig garti> 
fon into the palace and caitle ; which, being -places not 
tenable, he was obliged to furrender: He purchafed a re- 
treat to Harfleur by the payment of 56,000 crowns, by 
engaging to furrender Arques, Tancarville, Caudebec, 
Honfleur, and other places in the higher Normandy, and 
by delivering hoftages for the performance of thefe ar- 
ticles™, The governor of Honfleur refufed to obey his 


™ Monfielet, vol iji. p. 23, Grafion, p. 643. 


orders; 
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ofders ; tipon which the earl of Shrewfbury, who was ¢ 


one of the hoftages, was detained prifoner; and the Eng- 
lifh were thus deprived of the only general capable of 
recoyering. them from their prefent diftrefled fituation. 
Harfleur made a better defence under Sir Thomas Cur- 
fon the governor ; but was finally obliged to open its 
gates to Dunois. Succours at laft appeared from Eng- 
dand under Sir Thomas Kyriel, and landed at Cherbourg : 
But thefe came very late, amounted only to 4000 men, 
and were foon after put to rout at Fourmigni by the count 
of Clermont". This battle, or rather fkirmifh, was the 
only action fought by the Englifh for the defence of their 
dominions ift France, which they had purchafed at fuch 
an expence of blood and treafure.  Somerfet, fhut up in 
Caén without any profpect of relief, found it neceflary to 
capitulate: Falaife opened its gates, on condition that the 
earl of Shrewfbury fhould be reftored to liberty: And 
Cherbourg, the laft place of Normandy which remained 
in the hands of the Englith, being delivered up, the con- 
queft of that important province was finifhed in a twelve- 
month by Charles, to the great joy of the inhabitants and 
of his whole kingdom °. 

A LIke rapid fuccefs attended the French arms in 
Guienne ; though the inhabitants of that province were, 
from long cuftom, better inclined to the Englith govern- 
ment. Dunois was difpatched thither, and met with no 
fefiftance in the field, and very little from the towns. 


Great improvements had been made, during this age, in The Fnglith 


the ftructure and management of artillery, and none in 
fortification ; and the art of defence was by that means 
more unequal, than either before or fince, to the art of 
attack. After all the fmall places about Bourdeaux were 
reduced, that city agreed to fubmit, if not relieved by a 
certain time; and as no one in England thought ferioufly 
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of thefe diftant concerns, no relief appeared; the place 
furrendered ; and Bayonne being taken foon after, this 
whole province, which had remai red united to England, 
fince the acceffion of Henry II. was, after a period of 
three centuries, finally fwallowed up in the French mo- 
narchy. 

THOUGH no peace or truce was concluded between 
France and England, the-war was in a manner at an end, 
The Englifh, torn in pieces by the civil diflenfions which 
enfued, made but one feeble effort more for the recovery 
of Guienne: And Charles, occupied at home in regu- 
lating the government, and fencing againft the intrigues 
of his fa€tious fon, Lewis the Dauphin, fcarcely ever af- 
tempted to invade them in their ifland, or to retaliate 


upon them, by availing himfelf of their inteftine confu- 
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Claim of the duke of York to the crown——The earl 

of Warwit—— Impeachment of the ~ of Suffolk 
His banifbment 
The parties of York and aes of 


opula 


and dea 


infurrection 
—— Firft armament of the duke of York-———Firft 
battle of St. Albans Battle of Blore-beath 
of Northampton A parliament 
Wi 


of Mortimer’s Crofs 


cath of the duke of York Battle 


-Second ae of St. Albans 
— Edward \V. ay) fumes the crown———M Ni fcel lias 


neOUS tranfattions of this reign. 


WEAK prince, feated on the throrie of England, 
had never failed; how gentle foever and innocent, 
to be infefted with faction, difcontent, rebellion, and civil 
commotions; and as the incapacity of Henry appeared 
very day in a fuller light, thefe dangerous confequences 
began, from paft experience, to be univerfally a juftly 


apprehended. Men alfo of unquiet fpirits,; no longer 


employed in foreign wars, whence they were now ex. 
cluded by the fituation of the ig ftates, were 
the more likely to excite inteiti care and by their 


7 ; 
powels 


emulation, rivalfhip, and animofities, to tear 
y; But 


were fufficient to breed confufion, 


alone 


of their native coun 


concurred ano- 
angerous nature ; A. pre- 
tle itfelf of the weak 


ther circumftance of the moft 


ada 
tender to the crown appeared: The 
prince, who enjoyed the name of fovereignty, was dif- 
N32 puted : 
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And the Englifh were now to pay the fevert'y 
though late penalty, of their turbulence under Richard 
H. and of their levity in violating, without any necef- 


suft reafon, the lineal fucceffion of their mo- 


the males of the houfe of Mortimer were extinét; 


' but Anne, the fitter of the laft earl of Marche, having 
7 7 S 


efpoufed the earl of Cambridge,. beheaded in the reign of 
Henry V. had tranfmitted her latent, but not yet forgot- 
ten claim to her fon, Richard, duke of York. This 
prince, thus defcended by his mother from Philippa, only 
daughter of the duke of Clarence, fecond fon of Edward 
RII. ftood plainly in the order of fucceffion before the 
king, who derived’ bis defcent from the duke of Lancatter, 
third fon of that monarch; and that claim could not, ut 

many réfpects, have fallen into more “dangerous hands 
than thofe of the duke of York. Richard was a man of 
valour and abilities, of a prudent conduét and mild aif- 
pofitions : He had enjoyed an opportunity of difplaying 
thefe virtues in his government of France: And though: 
recalled from that command by the intrigues and fuperior 
intereft of the duke of Somerfet, he had been: fent to fup- 
prefs a rebellion in Ireland ; had fucceeded much better 


in that enterprize than his rival in the defence of Nor- 


mandy; and had even been able to attach to his perfon and 


family the whole Irifh n , whom he was {ent to fub- 


due ®. In the right of his father, he bore the rank of firft 
prince of the blood ; and’ by this ftation, he gave 2 luftre 
to his title derived from the family of Me srtimer, which, 
though of great nobility, was equalled by other families in 
the kingdom, and had been eclipfed by the r yal defcent 

of the houf of Lancafter. He poffefled an immentfe for- 
ture from the union of fo many fucceffions, thofe of 


Cambridge and York on the one hand, with thofe of e Mor- 


timer 
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timer on the other: Which laft inheritance had before® HA P- 
been augmented by an union of the eftates of Clarence tw, 
and Ulfter, with the patrimonial pofleffions of the family 145% 
ef Marche. Phe alliances too of Richard, by his marrying 

the daughter of Ralph Nevil, earl of We {tmoreland, had 

widely extended his intcreft among the nobility, and had 


procured him many conne xions in that formidable ord 


Tue family of Nevil was perhaps at this time the moft 
potent, both from their opulent pofledlions and from the 
charaéters of the men, that has ever appeared in England. 
For befides the earl of Weltmoreland, amd the lords La- 
timer, Fauconberg, and Abergavenny ; the earls of Salit- 
bury and Warwic were of that family, and were of them- 
felves, on many accounts, the greateft noblemen in the 
kingdom. ‘The earl of Salifbury, brother-in-law to the 
duke of York, was the eldeft fon by a fecond marriage of 
the earl of Weftmorel 


daughter and heir of Montacute, earl of Salifbury, killed 


and; and inherited by his wife, 


before Orleans, the pofleffions and title of that great fa- 
mily. His eldeft fon, Richard, had married Anne, the 
daughter and heir of Beauchamp, earl of Warwic, whe 
died governor of France ; aud by that alliance he enjoyed 
the poffefions, and had acquired the title, of that other 
family, one of the moft opulent, moit ancient, and moit 


trious in England. The perfonal qualities alfo of The earl of 
Warwic. 


Bi 
thefe two earls, efpecially of Warwic, enhanced the 
2 é PI ” 
fplendour of their nobility, and encreafed their influence 
over the people. This latter nobleman, commonly known, 


from. the fubfequent eve 


ts, 
King-maker, had diftinguifhed himfelf, by his gallantry 


in the field, .by the hofpitality of his table, by the mag- 


by the appellation of the 
J PI 


nificence, and ftill more by the generofity of his expence, 
and by thé fpirited and bold manner which attended him 
in all his aGtions. The undefigning franknefs and open- 
nefs of his charaéter rendered his conqueft over men’s 


N affections 


21 
2 


His prefents 
; 1 : rt BE fees e) 
as fure teftimonies of efteem and friendthip; 


and his profeffions as the overflowings of his genuine fen= 


timents. No lefs than 30,000 perfons are faid to have 


daily lived at his ve different manors and caftles 
which he poflefled in England: The military men, al- 


lured by his munificence and hofpitality, as well as by his 


bravery, were zealoufly attached to his interefts: The 
peo} 


numerous retainers were more devoted to his will, than to 


e in general bore him an unlimited affection: His 


the prince or. to the laws: And he was the createft, as 
well as the laft, of thofe mighty barons, who formerly 
overawed the crown, and rendered the people incapable of 
any regular fyftem of civil government. 

But the duke of York, befides the family of Nevil, 
had many other partizans among the great nobility. 
Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, defcended from a very 
noble family of that name in France, was attached to his 
interefts: Moubray, duke of Norfolk, had, fromhis heres 
ditary hatred to the family of Lancafter, embraced the 
fame party: And the difcontents, which univerfally 
prevailed among the people, rendered every combination 
of the great the more dangerous to the eftablifhed go= 


yernment, 

THovucuH the people were never willing to grant the 
fupplies neceflary for keeping pofleffion of the conquered 
provinces in France, they repined extremely at the lofs of 
thefe boafted acquifitions ; and fancied, becaufe a fudden it- 
ruption could make conquefts, that, without fteady coun- 


f 


fels and a uniform expence, it was poffible to maintain 
them. ‘The voluntary ceffion of Maine to the queen’s 
uncle, had made them fufpec& treachery in the lofs of Nor- 
4 t J 
mandy and Guienne. ‘They ftill confidered Margaret as 
/ 5 


a French woman and a latent enemy of the kingdom. 


her father and all her relations ative 
in 


wett 


Pests 
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in promoting the fuccefs of the French, they could not © 3 


‘ 
“a 


be perfuaded, that fhe, who was all powerful in the Eng- = 


lifth council, would very zealoufly oppofe them in tl 1450 
? J ) f 
enterprizes. 
Bur the moft fatal blow, given to the popularity of 
» £ Po} y 


the crown and to the interefts of the houfe of Lancaft 


was by the affaffination of the virtuous duke of Glocett 


whofe character, had he been alive, would have kept in 
awe the partizans of York, but whofe memory, being 
extremely cherifhed by the people, ferved to throw an 
odium on all his murderers. By this event, the reigning 
family fuffered a double prejudice: It was deprived of its 
firmeft fupport ; and it was loaded with all the infamy of 
that imprudent and barbarous affaffination. 

As the duke of Suffolk was known to have had an 


1 


hatred 


active hand in t 


crime, he partook deeply of the 


attending it; and the clamours, which neceflarily rofe 


againft him, as prime minifter and declared f ‘favourite of 


the queen, were thereby ented to a ten-fold pitch, 


and became abfolutely uncontrolable. The great nobility 
could ill brook to fee a fubjec exalted above them ; much 
more one who was only great grandfon to a merchant, 


and who was of a birth fo much inferior to theirs. The 


people compl. ained of his arbitrary meafures; whic 


in fome degree, a neceflary confequence of the irregular 


oC 
5 


power then poffe! 
difaffection ea 


a ee 
quifitions, which I 


fed by the prince, but which the leaft 


uified into tyranny. 


ne daily made, were the object of envy; 


and as they were gained at the expence of the crown, 


which was itfelf reduced to poverty, they appeared on 


that account, to all indifferent perfons, the more 
tionable and invidious, 

THE revenues of the crown, which had long been dif- 
proportioned to its power and dignity, had been extremely 
dilapidated during the minority of Henry; both by the 


g Cotton, p. 60g, 


N 4 rapacity 


Impeach- 
meat of the 
éuke of Suf- 
folk, 
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which the king’s uncles could 

eflary expences of the French 
nvery ill fupplied by the grant 
of parliament. “The royal demefnes were:diflipated ; and 


at the fame time the king was loaded with a debt of 


72,000 pounds, a great, that the parliament 


1 


ak of difcharging it, This ee fitu- 


6 , houfehold- j itfelf coule™ not Be 5 fab aa without 


ftretc fo ing to the utmoft the right of purveyance, and 
rendering it a kind of univerfal robbery upon the people; 
The public clamour rofe fg upon this occafion, and no 
one had the equity to make allowance for the necefiity of 
the king’s fituation, Sufk Patle: once become odious, bore 


the blame of the whole; and every grievance, in every 


part of the adminiftration, was univerfally imputed to his 
tyranny and injuftice. 

Tuts nobleman, fenfible the public hatred under 
which he laboured, and feccfetde an attack from the 
commons, endeay 


ured to oyerawe his enemies, by boldly 


prefenting himfelf to the charge, and by infiftin upon 


o 
So 


his own innocence, and even upon his merits and thofe 


of his family in the public fervice, He rofe in the houfe 


of peers; took notice of the clamours propagated againft 
him; and complained, that, after fervine the crown ‘in 


th 
thi 


“+ 
t 


y-four campaigns ; after living abroad feventeen years 


without once returning to his native country ; after lofing 


ee brothers in the wars with France ; after 
being himfelf a prifoner, and purchafing his liberty by a 
large ranfom; it fhould ‘yet be fulpected, that he had 
been debauched from his allegiance by that enémy whon 
he had ever oppofed with fuch 


zeal and fortitude, and 
yed his prince, who had rewarded his fer- 
1oncurs and greateft offices, that it 


Was in his power to confer *. This fpeech did not an- 


that he had betr: 


fwer 
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fwer the purpofe intended. The commons, rather pro- © : AP, 


Xf. 


yoked at his challenge, opened their charge againft him, , ; 


and fent up to the peers an accufation of high treafon, 
divided into feveral articles. They infifted, that he had 
perfuaded the French king to invade England with an 
armed force, in order to depofe the king, and to place on 
the throne ‘his own fon, John de Ja Pole, whom he in- 
tended to marry to Margaret, the only daughter of the 
late John, duke of Somerfet, and to whom, he imagined, 
he would by that means acquire a title to the crown: 
That he had contributed to the releafe of the duke of Or- 
leans, in hopes, that that prince would affift king Charles 
in expelling the Englifh from France, and recovering 
full pofleffion of his kingdom: That he had afterwards 
encouraged that monarch to make open war on Normandy 
and Guienne, and had. promoted his conquefts by betray- 
ing the fecrets of England, and obftructing the fuccours 
propofed to be fent over to thofe provinces : And that he 
had, without any powers or commiffion, promifed by 
treaty to cede the province of Maine to Charles of An- 
jou, and had accordingly ceded it; which proved in the 
iffue the chief caufe of the lofs of Normandy *. 

Ir is evident, from a review of thefe articles, that the 
commons adopted without enquiry all the popular cla- 
mours againft the duke of Suffolk, and charged him with 
crimes, of which none but the vulgar could ferioufly be- 
lieve him guilty. Nothing can be more incredible, than 
that a nobleman, fo little eminent by his birth and cha- 
raCter, could think of acquiring the crown to his family, 
and of depofing Henry by foreign force, and, together 
with him, Margaret, his patron, a princefs of fo much 
{pirit and penetration, Suffolk appealed to many noble- 
men in the houfe, who knew, that he had intended to 


* Cotton, p. 642. Hall, fol, 157. Hollingthed, p. 631, Grafton, 
p-607. 
marry 
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€ Bak P. merry his fon to one of the co-heirs of the earl of War- 


; wic, and was difappointed in his views, only by the 


4 


5 


De 


death of that lady: And he obferved, that Margaret of 


Somerfet could bring to her hufband. no title to the 
e herfel 


il, fettled by act of parliament. It is 


f was not fo much as compre- 


eafly to he lofs of Normandy and Guienne, 
from the fituation of affairs in the two kingdoms, without 


fuppofing any treachery in the Englifh minifters; and it 


may fafely be affirmed, that greater vigour was requifite 
to defend thefe provinces from the arms of Charles VII. 
than to conquer them at firft from.his predeceffor. It 


could never be the intereft of any Englifh minifter to be- 


abandon fuch acquifitions; much lefs of one, 


who was fo well eftablifhed in his mafter’s favour, who 
enjoyed fuch high honours and ample pofleffions in his 
own country, who had. nothing to Pe but the effects 
of popular hatred, and who could never think, without 


the moft extreme reluctance, of becoming a fugitive and 


ion land. ‘he only article, which carries 
> 


any face of prebability 


is engagement for the delivery 

f Maine to the queen’s Soaiee But Suffolk maintained, 
with. great appearance of truth, that this meafure was 
known and confented to by feveral at the council board '; 
and it feems hard to afcribe to it, as is done by the par- 


liament, the fubfequent lofs of Normandy and expulfion 


of the Engl ith. Normandy lay open on every fide to the 
'rench: .Maine, an inland province, 
fallen without any attack: And as 


ted in other parts more fortrefles than 


or provide for, it feemed no bad po- 
ee ee? ee) PR RB aoe 3 
contract their force, and to render the defence 
ry Weel es ? =e se 9 Fare ae nek 

practicable, by reducing it into a narrower compaf{s 


Jive 
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THE commons were probably fenfible, that this charge® HA P 
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end 
and they, therefore, foon after, fent up, againft him, a 145? 


new charge of mifdemeanors, which they alfo divided into 


ul 


of treafon agai inft Suffolk would not bear a ftrict ferutiny ; 


feveral articles. They affirmed, among other imputations, 
that he had procured exorbitant grants from the crown, 
had embezzled the public money, had conferred offices 
on improper perfons, had perverted juftice by maintaining 
iniquitous caufes, and had procured pardons for notorious 
offenders". ‘The articles are moftly general ; but are not 
improbable: And as Suffolk feems to have been a bad 


manand a bad minifter, it will not be rafh in us to ea 


that he was guilty, and that many of thefe articles could 
have been ne proves againft him, ‘The court was tinea 
at the profecution of a favourite minifter, who lay under 
fuch a load of popular prejudices ; and an expedient was 
fallen upon to fave him from prefent ruin. ‘The king fum- 
moned all the lords, fpiritual and temporal, to his apart- 
ment: The prifoner was produced before them, and 
afked what he could fay in his own defence: He denied 
the charge; but fubmitted to the king’s mercy : Henry 
exprefled himfelf not fatisfied with regard to the firft im- 
peachment for treafon ; but in confideration of the fecond 
for mifdemeanors, he declared, that, by virtue of Suf- 
folk’s own fubmiffion, not by any judicial authority, he 
banifhed him the kingdom during five years. The lords His banithe 
remained filent ; but as foon as they returned to their ow o 
houfe, they entered a proteft, that this fentence fhould 
nowife infringe their privileges, and that, if Suffolk had 
infifted upon his right, and had not fubmitted voluntarily 
to the king’s commands, he was intitled to a trial by his 
peers in parliament. 

Ir was eafy to fee, that thefe irregular proceedings 
were meant to favour Suffolk, and that, as he ftill pof- 
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fefled the queen’s confidence, he would, on the firt fa- 


www vourable opportunity, be reftored to his country, and be 
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and death, 


Popular in- 
furre€tions, 


re-inftated in his former power and credit. A captain of 
a veflel was therefore employed by his enemies to jnter- 
cept him in his paflage to France: He was feized near 
Dover ; his head ftruck off on the fide of a long boat; 
and his body thrown into the fea ¥. No enquiry was 
made after the actors and accomplices in this atrocious 
deed of violence. 

Tue duke of Somerfet fucceeded to Suffolk’s power in 
the miniftry, and credit with the queen ; and as he was 
the perfon, under whofe government the French pro- 
vinces had been loft, the public, who always judge by 
the event, foon made him equally the object of their 
animofity and hatred. ‘Che duke of York was abfent in 
Ireland during all thefe tranfaGtions; and however it 
might be fufpected, that his partizans had excited and 
fupported the profecution againft Suffolk, no immediate 
ground of complaint could, on that account, lie acaintt 
him. But there happened foon after an incident, which 
roufed the jealoufy of the court, and difcovered to them 
the extreme danger, to which they were expofed, from 
the pretenfions of that popular prince. 

Tue humours of the people, fet afloat by the parlia- 
mentary impeachment, and by the fall of fo great a fa- 
vourite as Suffolk, broke out in various commotions, 
which were foon fuppreffed ; but there arofe one in Kent, 
which was attended with more dangerous confequences. 
A man of low condition, one John Cade, a native of 
Treland, who had ‘been obliged to fly into France for 
crimes, obferved, on his return.to England, the difcon- 
tents of the people; and he laid on them the foundation 
of projedts, which were at firft crowned with furprifing 


w Hall, fol. 158, Hift, Croyland, contin, p, 525. Stowe, pr 338 
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fuccefs, 
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fuccefs. He took the name of John Mortimer ; intending, 
as is fuppofed, to pafs himfelf for a fon of that Sir John 
Mortimer, who had been fentenced to death by parlia- 
ment, and executed, in the beginning of this reign, with- 
out any trial or evidence, merely upon an indictment of 
high treafon, given in againft him *, On the firft men- 
tion of that popular name, the common people of Kent, 
to the number of 20,000, flocked to Cade’s ftandard ; 
and he excited their zeal by publifhing complaints againft 
the numerous abufes in government, and demanding a 
redrefs of grievances. The court, not yet fully fenfible 
of the danger, fent a fmall force againft the rioters, 
under the command of Sir Humphrey Stafford, who was 
defeated and flain in an aétion near Sevenoke ’ ; and 
Cade, advancing with his followers towards London, en- 
camped on Black-heath. Though elated by his victory, 
he ftill maintained the appearance of moderation; and 
fending to the court a plaufible lift of grievances ”, he 
promifed, that, when thefe fhould be redrefled, and when 
lord Say, the treafurer, and Cromer, fheriff of Kent, 
fhould be punifhed for their malverfations, he would im- 
mediately lay down his arms. ©The council, who ob- 
ferved that nobody was willing to fight againft men fo rea- 
fonable in their pretenfions, carried the king, for prefent 
fafety, to Kenilworth; and the city immediately opened 
its gates to Cade, who maintained, during fome time, 
great order and difcipline among his followers. _ He al- 


ai 


* Stowe, p. 364. Cotton, p. §64. This author admires, that fuch a 


piece of injuftice fhould have bec 


1 committed in peaceable times: He might 
have added, and by fuch virtuous princes as Bedford and Glocefier. But it 


is to be prefumed, that Mortimer was guilty; thoug! was 
highly irregular and illegal. The people had at thi fenfe 


of Jaw and a conftiiution and power was Very inrperfeAily reftrained by 


limits. When the proceedings of a parliament were fo irregular, it 
to imagine, that thofe of a king would be more fo, 

Y Ball, fol. 1§9. Holingthed, ps 634. z Stowe, -p. 383, 389> 
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trrr~, and publithed fevere ediéts againft plunder and violence 
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of every kind: But being obliged, in order to gratify 


lence againft Say and Cromer, to put thefe 
ial *; he found, that, 


their ma 


men to death wit 


hout a 


s+ the commiffion of this crime, i was no longer 
mafter of their riotous difpofition, and that all his orders 


were neglected >, They broke into a tich houfe, which 
they plundered and the citizens, alarmed at this act of 
violence, fhut their gates againft them, and being fe 
conded by a detachment of foldiers, fent them by lord 
Scales, governor of the ‘Tower, they repulfed the-rebels 
with great flaughter °. “Che Kentifhmen were fo difcou- 
raged by this he; shee upon receiving a general par- 
don from the primate; then chancellor, they retreated 
towards Rochefter; and there difperfed. The pardon 
was foon after annulled, as. extorted by violence: A 
price was fet on Cade’s head 4, who was killed by one 
Iden, a scsili of Suffex ; and many of his followers 
were capitally punifhed for their rebellion. 

IT was imagined by the court, that the duke of York 
had fecretly inftig 

hd 


try, by that experiment, the difpofitions of the people 


ted Cade to this attempt, in order to 


towards his title and family « : And as the event had, fo 


> 


fucceeded to his wifh, the ruline party had greater 
reafon than ever to apprehend the future confequences of 
his pretenfions.. At the fame time, they heard that he 
intended to return from Ireland; and fearing that he 
meant to bring an armed force along with him, they 
iflued orders, in the king’s name, for oppofing him, and 


> pes “SP 
for deba 


‘ring him entrance into England’. But the duke 


attended with no more than 


refuted his enemies by coming 

a Grafton, p. 612, b Hall, fol. 160. c Hitt, Croyl, 
contin p. 526. d Rymer, vol. xi. p, 2756 € Cotton, p, 66t6 
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his ordinary retinue: The precautions of the minifters C a P, 

ferved only to fhew him their jealoufy and malignity —~ ja 
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againft him: He was fenfible, that his title, by being 
dangerous to the king, was alfo become dangerous to 
himfelf: He now faw the impoffibility of semaining in 
his prefent fituation, and the neceflity of proceeding for~ 
ward in fupport of his claim. His partizans, therefore, 
were inftru€ted to maintain, in. all companies, his right 
by fucceffion, and by the eftablifhed laws and conftitu 
tion of the kingdom: Thefe queftions became every day, 
more and more, the fubject of converfation: The minds 
of men were infenfibly fharpened againft: each other by 
difputes, before they came to more dangerous-extremities 
And various topics were pleaded in fupport’ of the pre- 
tenfions of each party. 

THE partizans of the houfe of Lancafter maintained, The parties 
that, though the elevation of Henry IV. might at =. 
be deemed fomewhat irregular, and could not be juftified 
by any of thofe principles on which that prince chofe 
to reft his title, it was yet founded on general confent, 
was a national act, and was derived from the voluntary 
approbation of a free people, who, being loofened from 
their allegiance by the tyranny of the preceding govern- 
ment, were moved, by gratitude, as well as by a fenfe 
of public intereft, to entruft the feeptre into the hands 
of their deliverer: That, even if that-eftablifhment were 
allowed to be at firft invalid, it had acquired folidity b 


time; the o: ai principle which ultimately gives saa. 


1 


which 


tity to government, and removes thofe fcruples, 
J g 


the irregular fteps, attending almoft all revolutions, na- 


turally excite in the minds of the people: That the 


FB a 


a1 


right of fuc on was a rule admitted. only for general 
good, and for the maintenance of public order; and 
could never be pleaded to the overthrow of national tran- 
quillity, and the fubverfion of regular eftablifhments : 


That 
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‘ internal peace, 
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were injured by thefe pretenfions of the 
houfe of York; and if fo many re-iterated aéts of the 
legiflature, by which the crown was entailed on the prez 
fent family, were now invalidated, the Englifh nation 
mutt be confidered, not as a free people, who could dif- 
pofe of their own government, but as a troop of flayes, 
who were implicitly tranfmitted by fucceffion from one 
mafter to another : That the nation was bound to allegi- 
ance under the houfe of Lancafter by moral, ,no lefs than 
by political duty; and were they to infringe thofe nume- 
rous oaths of fealty, which they had fworn to Henry 
and his pfedeceflors, they would thenceforth be fo thrown 
loofe from all principles, that it would be found difficult 
ever after to fix and reftrain them: That the duke of 
York himfelf had frequently done homage to the king as 
his lawful fovereign, and had thereby, in the moft folemn 
manner, made an indirect renunciation of thofe claims, 
with which he now dares to difturb the tranquillity of 
the public: That, even though the violation of the rights 
of blood, made on the depofition of Richard, was per- 
haps rafh and imprudent, it was too late to remedy 
the mifchief; the danger of a difputed fucceffion could 
no longer be obviated ; the people, accuftomed to a go- 
ernment, which, in the hands of the late king, had 
been. fo glorious, and in that of his predeceffor, fo pru~ 
dent and falutary, would ftill afcribe a right to it; by 
caufing multiplied diforders, and by thedding an inun- 
dation of blood, the advantage would only be obtained, 
of exchanging one pretender for another ; and the houfe 
of York itfelf, if eftablifhed on the throne, would, on 
the firft opportunity, be expofed to thofe revolutions, 
which the giddy {fpirit, excited in the people, gave fo 
much reafon to apprehend : And that, though the prefent 
king enjoyed not the fhining talents, which had appeared 
12 
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in his father and grandfather, he might fill have a fon, HA P, 
AA, 


who fhould be endowed with them; he is himfelf ~~ ly 
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eminent for the moft harmlefs and inoffenfive manners; 
and if adtive princes were dethroned on preterice of ty- 
ranny, and indolent ones on the plea of incapacity, there 
would thenceforth remain in the conftitution no fettled 
and eftablifhed rule of obedience to any fovereign. 
Tues ftrong topics, in favour of the houfe of Lan- 
eater, were oppofed by arguments no lefs convincing 
on the fide of the houfe of York. The partizans of this 
latter family afferted, that the maintenance of order in 
the fucceffion of princes, far from doing injury to the 
people, or invalidating their fundamental title to good 
government, was eftablifhed only for the purpofes of 
government, and ferved to prevent thofe numberlefs con- 
fufions, which muft enfue, if no rule were followed but 


f { 


the uncertain and difputed views of prefent convenience 


and advantage: That the fame maxims, which enfu 


o 


the public peace, were alfo falutary to national libe 
P I ? ; 


rty 5 


the privileges of the people could only be maintained by 


ount were made of 


the obfervance of laws ; and if no ac 


the rights of the fovereign, it could lefs be expeéted, 


k 
that any regard would be paid to the property and free- 
dom of the fubje&@: That it was never too late to cor- 


rect any pernicious precedent; an unjuft 


the longer it ftood, acquired the greater fancti 
lidity ; it could, with more appearance of reafon, be 


pleaded as an authority for a like injuftice; and the 


maintenance of it, inftead of favouring public tr 


lity, tended to disjoint every principle, by which hum 
Yo J ) I ; 


fociety was fupported : That ufurpers would be happy, 


if their prefent poffeffion of power, or th 
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>. removed, and a full fcope given to the attempts of every 


turbulent innovator: That time indeed might beftow 
folidity on a government, whofe firft foindaeons were 
the moft infirm; but it required both a long courfe of 


t, and the total extinétion of 
e was built on the original 
principles of the conftitution: ‘That the depofition of 
Richard I]. and the advancement of Henry IV.. were 
not deliberate national acts; but the refult of the levity 


and violence of the people, and proceeded from thofe very 
defeéts in human nature, which the eftablifhment of poli- 
tical fociety, and of an order in fucceffion, was calculated 
to prevent: ‘That the fubfequent entails of the crown were 
a continuance of the fame violence and ufurpation ; they 
were not ratified by the legiflature, fince the confent of 
the rightful king was {till wanting ; and the acquiefcence, 
firft of the family of Mortimer, then’ of the family of 
York, proceeded from prefent neceffity, and implied no 
renunciation of their pretenfions: That. the reftoration 
of the true order of fucceffion could not be confidered 
as a change, which familiarized the people to revolu- 


tions; but 


ection of a former change, which 


itfelf encouraged the giddy fpirit of innovation, fe- 


and difobedience: And that,’ as’ the original 
titleof Lancafter ftood only, in the perfon of Henry IV. 
on preferit convenience, even this so unjuftifiable 
as it was, w 


not fupported by laws, and warranted 


sey the ' } > 
by the conttitution, had now entirely gone over to the 


Gd 


ather it 


©; nor was any comparifon between a 


prince uttei 


= to fway the {cepter, and blindly 


lters, or by an imperious queen, 


and a prince of 


d experience, a 


re TS 4 ~7 e { 1 
the lineal-heir of the crown, who, 


every thing on ancient 


So 


wt 


oe NN oR AY 


So many plaufible arguments could be urged on both ° 


fides of this intereftinig queftion, that the people were. 


extremely divided in their fentiments; and though the 
noblemen of gteateft power and influente feem to have 
efpoufed the patty of York, the oppofite caufe had the 
advantage of being fupported by the ptefént laws, and 
by the immediate pofleffion of royal authority. ‘There 
were alfo many great noblemen in the Lancaftrian party 
who balanced the power of their antagonifts, anc 
the nation in fufpence between them. The earl o 
Northumberland adhered to the prefent government: 
The eail of Weftmoreland, in fpite of his connexions 
with the duke of York, and with the family of Nevil, 
of which he was the head, was brought over to the fame 
party ; and the whole north of England, the moft war- 


like part of the kingdom, was, by means of thefe two 


an 
oO 

wo 
me 


potent noblemen, warmly engaged in the interefts of Lan 
cafter, Edmund Beaufort, duke of Somerfet, and his 
brother Henry, were great fupports of that caufe; as 
were alfo Henry Holland, duke of Exeter, Stafford, duke 
of Buckingham, the-earl of Shrewfbury, the lords Clif- 
ford, Dudley, Scales, Audley, and other noblemen. 
Wuite the kingdom was in this fituation, it might 
naturally be expected, that fo many turbulent barons; 
poflefled of fo much independant authority, would imme- 
diately have flown to arms, and have decided the quar- 


the ftandards of the contending princes. But there ftill 
were many caufes which retarded thefe defperate extre- 


mities; and made a long train of faction; intrigue, and 


cabal, precede the military operations. By the gradual 


progrefs. of arts in England, as well as in other parts of 


Europe, the people were now become of fome confe- 
quence ; laws were beginning to be refpected by them ; 
and it was requifite, by various pretences, previoufly to 


“7 


QO 2 reconcile 


an ancient 


t, ere their 


14 re could reafonably be expected. The duke of 
York himfelf, the new claimant, was of a moderate and 
eautious character, .an to violence, and difpofed 
to f icy, than to fanguinary 

¢ 35 is ae The very 
; 1 ep the factions in 
fi ( in awe of each 


arty unable to ftrike 


violent blow heir enemies ; it encouraged the 
Y orkifts to hope, after banifhing the king’s mini- 
fters, and getting pofleffion of his perfon, they might 
g mine his authority, and be able, without 


sriment of a civil war, to change the 


ated | 
lal nentary and 1€f 


amen egal authority. 


6 


as, which appeared in a parliament, 
the duke of York from 
of his partizans, 


page e Come arent TO 
oon after the arrivai o 


ed an unufual boldnefs in the commons, 
f of the eral difcontents which pre- 


The lower houfe, 


previous enquiry or ination, without 


any other ground of complaint than common 
a apt againft the duke of 
Suffolk, the bifhop of Chefter, 
Sir John Sutton lord Dudley, ai feveral others of infe- 


the king to remove them 


on and councils, and to prohibit 
twelve miles of the 
arbitrary, 


them from appro 


eourt*. ‘“Fhis was avi fome 


fupported but by few prec rainft the mini- 
¥et tl x durft not entirely and oper ily oppofe 
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both houf 


an army Of IO,OOO mel! 


; 
wards London; d 


ment, ant 


t him ; and on 


rior army; in which feveral of Richard d’s friends, particu 
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or Y< 5 preteniuons. 4, pariey 


infifted upen the removal 


a trial in parliament: ‘The 


fone 


Specie teenies SRE Nes FUR 
to comply with his demand; and 
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then uaded to pay his refpects to the king in his 
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Paint the aut 


and on repeating his char 


e was d to fee 1 ftep from 
the curtain, at maintain his innecence. Ri 


violence, however, 


tion was not of fe 

popular.a princ camp 
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] be able to reve 


ge his death on all his enemies: 


; therefore difmiffed ; and he retired to his feat of 


lers of Wales *. 


2 the duke of York lived in this retreat, there 


happened an incident, which, by encreafing the public dif 


contents, proved favourable to his pretenfions. Several 
{con lords, affectionate to the Englifh government, and 
d at the new dominion of the French, came to 


London, and offered to return to their allegiance under 


The earl of Shrewfbury, with a body of 8000 


ras fent over to fupport them. Bourdeaux opened 


to him: He made himfelf mafter of Fronfac 
> 


Caftillon, and aces: His affairs began to 


urles haftened to re- 


fortunes of the Enelifh 
w{bury, a venerable warrior, 


fell in battle; his conquefts 


were left; Bourdeaux was again obliged to fubmit to the 
French’king!; and all hopes of recovering the province 
f Gafcony were for ever exting d. 


, ' 


nglifh might deem themfelves happy to 


THOUGH the 


iftant dominions, which were of no ule 


and which they never could defend againf the 


srowing power of France, they exprefled great»difcon- 


tent on this occafion; and they threw all the blame on 


the miniftry, who had not been able to effect impoflibi- 


lities. While they were in this difpofition, the queen’s 


“PRrereee ey ae wuzvhoa. recei ] ¢ 
deliyery of a fon, who received the na 


deems a ne 


1 


1e of Edward, was 


yful incident; and as it removed all hopes 
i Poe: f. c ae tg 1 
ple fucceffion of the duke of York, who was 


or the peac 


‘, and by the laws 
ion of the houfe of Lancafter, next 


1er a tendency to inflame the 
) 


Grafton, p. 620. k Holiingf ed, p» 640, 


ee 
are A$ 


quarrel between the parties. But the duke was incapable © 


Ap 
of violent counfels ; and even when no vifible sitet 
Jay between him and the throne, he was prevented by his 
own {cruples from mounting it. Henry, always unfit to 
exercife the government, fell at this time into a diftemper, 
which fo far encreafed his natural imbecillity, that it ren- 


dered him incapable of maintaining even the appearance of 


royalty. The queen and the council, deftitute of this fup- 
port, found themfelves unable to refift the York party ; 
and they were obliged to yield to the torrent. “They fent 
Somerfet to the Tower; and appointed Richard lieute- 
nant of the kingdom, with powers to open and hold a 
feffion of parliament ™. ‘That aflembly alfo, taki ing into 


confideration the ftate of the kingdom, created him pro- 
tector during pleafure. Men, who thus entrufted fove- 
reign authority to one that had fuch evident and ftrone 
pretenfions to the crown, were not furely averfe to his 


ate and full poflefiion of it: Yet the duke, 


taking immedi 
inftead of pufhing them to make farther conceflions, ap- 
peared fomewhat timid and irrefolute even in receiving 
that power which was tendered to him. He defired, that 


it might be recorded in parliament, that this authority 


was conferred on him from their own free motion, with- 


out any application on his part: He expreffed his hopes, 
that they would affift him in the exercife of it: He made 
it a condition of his aceeptance, that the other lords, 


who were appointed to be of his council, fhould alfo ac- 


cept of that truft, and fhould exercife it: And he re- 


quired, that all the powers of his ce fhould be fpecified 


and defined by act of parliament. This moderation of 


ict sareagr ry ix v7 
Richard was certainly ver 


a 


y unufual and very amiable 


yet was it atte 


juncture, and bj 


7 
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ved the fource of all thofe fue 
1d commotions which enfued. 

[HE enemies of the duke of York foon found it in 

itace of his exceffive caution, 

fo far recovered from his diftemper, as to 


cart appea! < of exercifing the royal power ; they 


hority, to annul the regency 


somerfet from the Tower", and 


ition into the hands of that noble- 


man. Richard, fenfible of the dangers which might 


1e parliamentary com- 


an army; but {till without advancing any pretenfions fo 


; ¥ : ? 344 1 4RAve 
ied only of the king’s minifters, 


ion of the government. A battle 


in which the Yorkifts were fu- 


ing any material lofs on their 
about ‘ 


o of their: enemies ; among whom 


of et, the earl of Northumberland, 


eldeft fon of the duke of Bucking- 


ham, lord 1 many other perfons of diftine- 
fron? "E 


York, who treated him with great refpeét and tendernefs: 
Fle was only obliged (which he regarded as no hardfhip) 
to commit the whole authority of the crown into the 
hands of his rival. 

Tis was the firft blood fpilt in that fatal quarrel, 
1 was not finifhed in lefs than a courfe of thirty 
years, which was fignalized by twelve pitched battles, 


lich opened a fcené of extraordinary fiercenefs and 
is Computed to have coft the Jives of eighty 


of the blood, and almoft entirely annihilated the 


ngland. The ftrong attachments, 


™ Rymer, vol, xi. pe 361. Holling 


© Stowe, p. 3 


Ps 642, Grafton, p, 626, 
§e Hellingthed, p. 6 
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which, 
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which, at that time, men of the fame kindred bore to each © 


other, and the vindictive fpirit, which was confidered as , 


a point of honour, rendered the great families implacable 
in their refentments, and every moment widened the 
breach between the parties. Yet affairs did not imme- 
diately proceed to the laft extremities : : The nation was 
kept for fome time in fufpenfe ; The vigour and fpirit of 
gueen Margaret, uppernng her {mall power, ftill proved 


a balance to the great authority of Richard, which was 


checked by his irt -efolute tet 


was foon after aflembled, plainly difcovered, by the con- 


trariety of een proceedings, the contrariety of ¢ the mo- 
tives by which they were actuated. “They grantec 1 the 
, 


Yorkifts a general indemnity; and they reftored the pro- 


teCtorfhip to th — who, in accepting it, ftill pe 


vered in all hi 


ormer precautions : But at the fame ti 
they renewed thei ir oaths of fealty to Henry, and fixed the 


continuance of the protectorfhip to the majority of his 


fon, Edward, who was vefted with the ufual dignities of 


prince of nates duke of Cornwal, and earl of Chefter. 
The only de 


full refumption of all the grants which had been made 


ifive a&t, pafled in this parliament, was a 


fince the death of Henry V. and which had reduced the 


crown to creat poverty. 


Ir was not found difficult to wreft power from hands 
fo little tenacious as thofe of the duke of York. Mar- 
garet, availing herfelf of that prince’s abfence, produced 
her hufband before the houfe of lords ; and as his ftate of 
health permitted him at that time to act his part with 
fome tolerable decency, he declared his intentions of re- 

yo 
fuming the government, and of putting an end to Rich- 
ardtecamthormiv. Chis meafures beine nected. Wai 
ard’s authority. his meafure, being unexpected, was 
not oppofed by the contrary party: ‘he houfe of lords, 
who were many of them difgufted with the late act of re- 
I fumption, 


per. A parliament, which 9th 


ju 


i Ve 
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P. fumption, affented to Henry’s propofal: And the king 


was declared to be reinftated* in fovereign authority, 
Even the duke of York acquiefced in this irregular act 


of the p 


; and no difturbance enfued. But that prince’s 


to the crown was too well known, and the fteps, 


which he had taken to promote it, were too evident, ever 


ruft and confidence to have place between 


the parties. The court retired to Coy entry, and invited 


to attend the ki 


perfon. When they were on the 


hey received intelligence, that defiens were formed 


their liberties and lives. They immediately fe- 
parated themfelves: Richard withdrew to his caftle of 
nin Yorkfhire: And 
it of Calais, which had been 

the battle of St, Albans, 
im the command. of the only 


, a Be | 
ry to, Middlel 


untained by England, was of 
in the prefent junéture, Still, 
among the reft Bour, 
yp of Canterbury, thought it not too late 


a 


to interpoie with their good offices, in order to prevent 


1 : aT aed ” , Ape 
that citulion of bloox 


h the kingdom was 


- PI acl } - . 4 ig 
satened ; and the awe, in which each party ftood of 


} anther mo Ie the medias: Pa ho 7 Ceceat 
the other, rendered the mediation for fome time fuccefs- 
ful. It was agreed, that all the great leaders on both 


fides fhould m 1 London, and be folemnly reconci 
c t- «- no i= ‘ 
isn alla iis P 


The duke of 


iZans came thitl 


, and L ’ 
les, and took up their quz 
mutual fecurity "The chicane xe ; 
Mutual iecurity, ne Cnieitains of the Lan- 
Se aah rs 
arty uied the lame f 


Oo men. 1 
O men, | 


which removed 
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not the ground of difference. An outward reconcilia- © FA Ps 
tion only was procured: And in order to notify this ac- +—y 
cord to the whole people, a folemn proceffion toSt. Paul’s 345% 
was appointed, where the duke of York led queen Mar- 

garet, and a chieftain of one party marched hand in hand 

with a chieftain of the oppofite. The lefs real cordia- 

lity prevailed, the more were the exterior demonftrations 

of amity redoubled. But it was evident, that a conteft 

for a crown could not thus be peaceably accommodated ; 

that each party watched only for an opportunity of fub- 

verting the other; and that much blood muft yet t be fpilt, 

ere the nation could be reftored to perfect tranquillity, or 


enjoy a fettled and eftablifhed government, 


Even the fmalleft accident, without any formed de- 1459. 
; 


fign, was fufficient, in the prefent difpofition of men’s 
minds, to diflolve the feeming harmony between the 
parties ; and had the intentions of the leaders been ever fo 
amicable, they would have found it difficult to reftrain 
the animofity of their followers. One of the king’s re- 
tinue infulted one of the earl of Warwic’s: Their 
companions on both fides took part in the quarrel ; 
A fierce combat enfued: The earl apprehended his 
life to be aimed at: He fled to his government of Ca- 
Jais; and both parties, in every county of England, 
openly made preparations for deciding the conteft by 
war and arms, 


Tue earl of Salifbury, marching to join the duke of Battle of 
y> j 
Biore-heata, 


York, was overtaken, at Blore-heath on the borders of 5 34 Sept, 


Staffordfhire, Py lord Audley, who commanded much 
fuperior forces ; and a {mall rivulet with fteep banks ran 
between the armies. Salifbury here fupplied his defect 
ich there 
occur few inftances:in the Englifh civil wars, where a 


in numbers: by ftratagem ; a refinement, of wl 


headlohs courage, more than military conduct, 1s com- 
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monly 


i ae 


HISTORY: OF ENGLAND, 


yal army had paffed the brooks Sa 


fuddenly turned upon them; and par 


; e, 
' the enemies’ forces, put this 


c 


followed by 


Salifbury, obtaining a com- 


ms ] 1 rd 
general rendezvous of the 


Ine earl of Warwic brought over to this rendezvous 


a choice body of ve from Calais, on whom, it was 


the fortune of the war would much depend ; 


reinforcement occafioned, in the iflue, the im- 


in of the duke of York’s party. When the 


action was every 
rollop, -who commanded 


1¢ in the night-time ; and 


the ¥ fo difmayed at this inftance of treachery, 
which made every man_fufpicious ‘of his fellow. tha 


uted next day without ftrikine a ftroke': The 


x <e med fo j na: 
: : 
tii © c pheres 
the muitary, foon drew to 
] 1 Cc hI 
is power very formidable. 
=< ap. aR pees nt ioe tae Unie: pian 
AOUIG Of YOrK in Eno -ept thnemieives every where 
in reaaineis to rile on the firft: fummons. from their 


met! by the primate, by lord Cobham, and other perfons 


4 Viidll, ala 
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of diftin@tion, he marched, amidft the ac ns of CHAP, 
eee 

, ry . . . PS 

he people, to London. ‘The city immediately open «iy 


its gates to him ; and his tro 


was fought at Se and was f 


decided againft the royalifts 


oe 


of Ruthin, who, commanding I aryses vanguard, de- roth July, 


feo) 


ferted to the enemy during the heat of ‘action, and fpread 


a confternation through the troops. luke of Buck- 


nont and 


ingham, the earl of Shrewil 


Egremont, and Sir Will ain 
aétion or purfuit: The flaughter fell chiefly on the gen- 


try and nobility ; the common people v 


s of the earls of Warwic and Marche: 


felf, that empty fhadow of a king, was 


prifoner; and as the innocence and fimplic 


manners, which bore the 


procured him the tender re 


1 } 1" 


of Warwic and the other leaders took care to di 
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and met at Weftminfter ; where the duke foon 
peared from Ireland. This prince had never 


advanced openly any claim to the crown: He 


complained of i]l minifters, and: demanded a redrefs of 
grievances : And even in the prefent crifis, when the par- 
liament was furrounded by his victoricus army, he fhowed 


fuch a regard to law and libe 


prevalence of a p: 
ftill lefs to be e 
times. He ady 


ecteds in thofe. violent and 


i oes } hr 
24 foWards the throne 


by the archbifhop of Canterbury, who afked 
ther he had yet. p: aid his refp to the king ? 
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«new of none to whom he owed that title. He 


3 
od neat ! 


the throne ", and addrefling himfelf ‘to 


2 


hem a 2 déduétion of his title 


of peers, he ga I 
it, mentioned the cruelties by which the houfé 
c -afier had paved their way to 3 Bees power, in- 


fifted on the calamities: which had attended the govern- 
ment of Henry, exhorted them to return into the right 
sath, by doing’ juftice to the lineal fucceffor, and thus 


— 


leaded his caufe before them as his natural and legal 


w, ‘This cool and moderate manner of f demanding 


rown, intimidated his friends and encouraged his ene= 


mies: The lords remained in fufpence *; and no one 


ventured to utter a word on this occafion. Richard, who 
had probably expected, that the peers would have invited 
him to place himfelf on the throne, was much difap- 
pointed at their filence ; but defiring them to reflec on 
what he had propofed to them, he departed the houfe. 
‘Phe peers took the matter into confideration, with as 


great tranquillity as if it had been a common fubject of 
ebate; “hey defired the affiftance of fome confiderable 
members among the commons in their deliberations: 
‘They heard, in feveral fucceffive days, the reafons alleged 
for the duke of York : They even ventured to propofé 
objections to his claim, founded on former entails of the 
crown, and on: the oaths of fealty fworn to the houfe of 
Lancafter +: J ‘hey alfo obferved, that, as Richard had 
all along borne the arms of York, not thofe of Clarence, 
he could not claim as fucceflor to the latter family : And 
after receiving anfwers to thefe ee derived from 
the violence and power, by which the houfe of Lancafter 


fupported their prefent poflefiion of the crown, they pro- 
ceeded at laft to give a decifion. ‘Their fentence was cal- 
culated, as far as poflible, to pleafe both parties! They 


p.665. Grafton, p. 643s 
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j 

declared the title of the duke of York to be certain &P, 
Shee : ‘ ; : XXi, 
adefeafible ; but in confideration that Henry had en- V+~2» 
joyed the crown, without difpute or controverfy, duri i 


the courfe of thirty-eight years, they determined, that he 
fhould continue to abe the title and dignity d uring the 
remainder of his life; that the adminiftration of the go- 
vernment, meanwhile, fhould remain with Richard; that 
he fhould be acknowledged the true and lawful heir of the 
monarchy ; that every one fhould fwear to maintain his 
fucceffion, and it fhould be treafon to attempt his life ; 
and that all former fettlements of the crown, in this and 
the two laft reigns, fhould be abrogated and refcinded *. 
The duke acquiefced in this decifion: Henry himfelf, be- 
ing a prifoner, could not oppofe it: Even if he had en- 
joyed his liberty, he would not probably have felt any 
violent reluctance againft it : And the act thus paffed with 
the unanimous confent of the whole: legiflative body- 
Though the mildnefs of this compromife is chiefly to be 
afcribed to the moderation of the duke of York, it is im- 
pofible not to obferve in thofe tranfactions vifible marks 
of a higher regard to law, and of a more fixed authority, 
enjoyed by parliament, than has appeared in any former 
period of Englith hiftory. 

Ir is probable, that the duke, without employing ei« 
ther menaces or violence, could have obtained from the 
commons a fettlement more confiftent and uniform: But 
as many, if not all the members of the upper houfe, had 
received grants, conceflions, or dignities, during the laft 
fixty years, when the houfe of Laneafter was poflefled of 
the government, they were afraid of invalidating their 
own titles by too fudden and violent an overthrow of that 


be 


family ; and in thus temporizing between. the parties 
p er oS 


they fixed the throne on a bafis, upon which it could not 
poffibly ftand. ‘The duke, apprehending his chief dan- 
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id fpirit of queen Margaret, 


Warrnw fought a pretence for banifhing her the kingdom: He 


1460, 


fent her, in the king’s name, a fummons to come imme- 


diately to London ; intending, in cafe of her difobedis 
ence, to proceed to extremities againft her. . But the 
queen needed not this menace to excite her aCtivity in des 
] hts of her family. After the defeat at Nors 
had fled with her infant fon to Durham, 


and thence to Scotland ; but foon returning, the applied 
to the northern: barons,.and employed every motive to 
“A 


procure thei ance. Her affability, infinuation, and 
addrefs, qualities in which fhe excelled ; her carefles, her 
promifes wrought a powerful effect on every one who ap- 
“p 


proached he [he admiration of her great qualities was 


ion towards her helplefs condition: 
The nobility of that quarter, who regarded themfelves as 


the mofty in the kingdom, were moved by indigha- 


tion to find the thern barons pretend to difpofe of the 
crown and fettle the government: And that they might 
allure the people to their ftandard, they promifed them 
the fpoils of all the provinces on the other fide of the 
‘Trent. By :thefe means, the queen had colleéted an ar= 


} 


my twenty thoufand ftrong, with a celerity which was 


neither expected by her friends, nor apprehended by her 
enemies. 

THe duke of York, informed of her appearance in the 
north, haftened thither with a body of 5000 men, to 
fupprefs, as he imagined, the beginnings of an infurrec 
tion ; when, on his arrival at Wakefield, he found him- 
felf fo much outnumbered by the enemy. He threw 
himfelf into Sandal caftle, which was fituated in the 
neighbourhood ; and he was advifed by the earl of Salif- 
other prudent counfellors; to remain in that 
uis fon, the earl of Marche, who was levy- 
the borders of Wales, could advance to his 
afliftance. 
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afiftance*. But the duke, though deficient.in political C H A Ps 
oft : se XXI. 
courage, poflefied perfonal bravery in an eminent degree ; 
and ke ing his wifdom and experience, he 1450 
thought, that he thould be for ever difgraced, if; by tak- 
ing fhelter behind walls, he fhould for a moment refign 
the victory to a woman: | He defcended into the plain, Battle of 
L: z “ Wakefield 
and offered battle to the enemy; which was inftantly ac- aath Des, 
cepted. [he great inequality of numbers was fufficient 
alone to decide the victory ; but the queen, by fending a 
detachment, who fell on the back of the duke’s army; 
rendered her advantage {till more certain atid undifputed: 
The duke himfelf was killed in the action waited 
- the duke of 
body was found among the flain, the head was cut off by Yorks 


and as his 


Mar garet’s orders, and fixed on the gates of York, with 
@ paper crown upon it, in derifion of his pretend title. 
His fon; the earl of Rutland; a youth of feventeen, was 
brought to lord Clifford ; and that barbari ian; in revenge 
of his father’s death, who had perified in the battle of 
St. Albans, murdered, in cool blood; and with his own 
hands, this innocent prince, whofe exterior figure, as 
well as other accomplifhments, are repirefented by hifto- 

tians as extremely amiable, The earl of Sal ifbury was 
wounded and taken prifoner, and immediately beheaded, 

with feveral other perfons of diftinction, by martial law at 
Pomfret». There fell near three thoufand Yorkifts in 
this battle: The duke himfelf was greatly and juftly la- 
mented by his own party ; a prince who merited a better 
fate; and whofe errors in conduct proceeded entirely from 
fuch qualities; as render him the more an object of efteem 
and affection. He perifhed in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and left behind him three fons, Edward 
and Richard, with three daughters, Anne; 

and Margaret: 


P 
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THE queen, after this important victory, divided her 
army. She fent the {maller divifion under Jafper Tudor, 
earl of Pembroke, half brother to the king, againft Ed- 
ward, the new duke of York. She herfelf marched with 
the larger divifion towards London, where the earl of 
Warwic was left with the command of the Yorkifts, 
Pembroke was defeated by Edward at Mortimer’s Crof 
in Herefordfhire, with the lofs of near 4000 men: His 
army was difperfed; he himfelf aicapee by flight; but 
his father, Sir Owen Tudor, was taken Tasca and 
immediately beheaded by Edward’s orders. ‘This barba- 
rous practice, being once begun, was continued by both 
parties, from a fpirit of revenge, which Beh itfelf 
under the pretence of retaliation ‘. 

MaArcarer compenfated this defeat by a.vidtory which 
fhe obtained over the eayl of Warwic. That nobleman, 
on the approach of the Lancaftrians, led out his army, 
re-inforced by a ftrong body of the Londoners, who were 
affectionate to his caufe; and he gave battle to the queen 


at St. Albans. While the armies were warmly engaged, 


ictate) 
a 1 


Lovelace, who commanded a confiderable body of the 

Yorkifts, withdrew from the combat; and this treache- 
> 3 

rous conduét, of which there are many inftances in thofe 

civil wars, decided the victor y in favour of the queen. 

About 2300 of the vanquifhed perifhed in the battle and 


surfuié; and the perfon of the king fell again into the 


F 

hands of his own party. ‘This weak prince was fure to 
be almoft equ y a prifoner whichever faction had the 
keeping“of him ;. and f{caree any more decorum was ob- 


ferved by one than by the other, in their method of treat 
ing him. Lord Bonville, to whofe care he had. beea 
ntrufted by the Yorkifts, ftaid with him after the defeat, 
on aflurances of pardon given him by Henry: But Mar- 


garet, regardlefs of her hufband’s ; promife, immediately 


© Hollingthed, p, 660, Grafton, [+ 650, 


ordered 
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ordered the head of that nobleman to be ftruck off by the C HA 
: ; 3, rat eNe XX 
executioner“. Sir Thomas Kiriel, a brave warrior, who 


. . . nS . mynd 
had fignalized himfelf in the French wars, was treated in 1461, 


the fame manner. 

THE queen made no great advantage of this victory : 
Young Edward advanced upon her from the other fide ; 
and collecting the remains of Warwic’s army, was foon 
in a condition of giving her battle with fuperior forces. 
She was fenfible of her danger, while fhe lay between the 
enemy and the city of London; and fhe found it necef 
fary to retreat with her army to the north*, Edward 
entered the capital amidft the acclamations of the citizens, 


na and immediately opened a new fcene to his party. ‘This 
prince, in the bloom of youth, remarkable for the beauty 
of his perfon, for his bravery, his activity, his affability, 


and every popular quality, found himfelf fo much pof- 
th fefled of public favour, that, elated with the fpirit natural 
to his age, he refolved no longer to confine himfelf within 
thofe narrow limits, which his father had prefcribed to 
himfelf, and which had been found by experience fo pre- 


judicial to his caufe. He determined to afflume the name 
and dignity of king; to infift. openly on his claim ; and 
thenceforth to treat the oppofite party as traitors and re- 


bels to his lawful authority. But as a national confent, 
or the appearance of it, ftill feemed, notwithftanding 
his plaufible title, requifite to precede this bold mea- 


wit 


fure, and as the aflembling of a parliament might oc- 
cafion too many delays, and be attended with other in- 
conveniencies, he ventured to proceed in a lefs regular 
manner, and to put it out.of the power of his enemies 
to throw obftacles in the way of his elevation. His 
army was ordered to aflemble in St. John’s Fields ; great 
A numbers of people furrounded them; an harangue was 
i pronounced to this mixed multitude, fetting forth the 


2 
S 
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C HA P.title of Edward, and inveighing againft the tyranny and: 
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Edward TV. 
aflumes the 
crown. 


sth. March. 


MifcelJane- 
oustr anf fac oa 


ufurpation. of the rival family ; add the people were then 
afked, whether they would have Henry of Lancafter for 
king? They univerfally exclaimed againft the propofal. 


It was then demanded, whether they wereld accept of 


Edward, eldeft fon of the late duke f York? ‘They ex- 
prefled their confent with loud and joy! ful acclamations % 
A great number of bifhops, ds, magiftrates, and other 
Sion were next aflembled at Baynard’s 


perfons of difti 
caftle, who ratified the popular election; and the new 
king was on the fubfequent day proclaimed: in London,, 
under the title of Edward IV §. 

In this manner ended the reigm of Henry VI. 2 
monarch, who, while yet in his cradle, had been pro- 
claimed king both of France and Haga and who be- 
gan his life with the moft fplendid profpects that any 
prince in. Europe had ever enjoyed. The revolution was 
unhappy for his people, as it was the fource of civil wars; 
but was almoft entirely indifferent to Henry himfelf, whe 
was utterly incapable of exercifing his authority, and who, 
provided he perfonally met with good ufage, was equally 
eafy, as he was equally enflaved, in the hands of his 
enemies and of his friends. His weaknefs and his difputed 
title were the chief caufes of the public misfortunes: But 
whether his queen, and his minifters, were not alfo 
guilty of fome great abufes of power, it is not eafy for us 
at this diftance of time to determine: “Fhere remain no 
proofs an record of any confiderable violation of the laws, 
except in the aflaffination of the duke of Glocefter, which 
was a private crime, formed no precedent, and was but 
too much of a piece with the ufual ferocity and cruelty of 
the times. 

THe moft remarkable law, which pafled in this reigny 


tions of this Was that for the due election of members of parliament in 


role, 
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counties. After the fall of the feudal fyftem, the dif-C HA P. 
tinction of tenures was in fome meafure loft; and every Rio 
freeholder, as well thofe who held'of mefnelords, as the 146t- 
immediate:tenants of the crown, were by degrees.admitted 
to give their votes at elections. This innovation (for 
fuch it may probably be efteemed) was indire¢tly con- 
firmed by a law of Henry 1V.*; which gave right to fuch 
a multitude of electors, as was the occafion of great dif- 
order. In the eighth and.tenth-of this king, therefore, 
laws were enacted, limiting the ele€tors to fuch as pof- 
feffed forty thillings a-year in land, free from all burden, 
within tke county‘. This fum was equivalent to near 
twenty pous ids a-year of our prefent money; and it were 
to be wifhed, that the fpirit, as well as letter of this law, 
had been maintained. 


THE preamble of the flatute is remarkable: “* Where- 


** as the elections of knights, have of late, in many 
** counties of England, been made by outrageous and 
*< exceflive numbers of people, many of them of fmall 
** fubftance and value, yet pretending to a-tight equal to 
** the beft knights and efquires ; whereby manflaughters, 
** riots, batteries, and divifions among the gentlemen 
** and other people of the fame counties, fhall very likely 
*¢ rife and be, unlefs due remedy be provided in this be- 
*¢ half, &c.” ‘We may learn from thefe expreffions what 
an important matter the election of a member of parlia- 
ment was now become in England: That afflembly was 
beginning in this period to aflume great authority: The 
commons had it much in their power to enforce the exe- 
cution of the laws; and if they failed of fuccefs in thie 
particular, it proceeded lefs from any exorbitant power of 
the crown, than from the licentious {pirit of the arifto- 
racy, and perhaps from the rude education of the age, 

h Statutes at large, 7 Henry IV. cap. 15, i Jbid, 8 Henry Vi. 
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* and their own ignorance of the advantages refulting from 


UC — a regular adminiftration of juftice. 
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WHEN the duke of York, the earls of Salifbury and 
Warwic, fled the kingdom: upon the defertion of their 


troops, a parliament was fummoned at Coventry in 1460 
PS, a] ’ 


by which they were all attainted. This parliament feems 
to have been very irregularly conftituted, and fcareely 


deferves the name: Infomuch, that an act pafled in it, 


“¢ that all fuch knights of any county, as were returned 


‘* by virtue of the king’s letters, without any other elec- 
** tion, fhould be valid, and that no fheriff fhould, for 
ec 


returning them, incur the penalty of the ftatute of 
‘ Henry IV.*.” All the acts of that parliament were 
afterwards reverfed; ‘* becaufe it was unlawfully fum- 


66 ne 


moned, and the knights and barons not duly chofen!. 
THE parliaments in this reign, inftead of relaxing their 
vigilance againft the ufurpations of the court of Rome, 
endeavoured to enforce the former flatutes enaéted for that 


purpofe, The commons ‘petitioned, that no foreigner 


hould be capable of any church preferment, and that the 
patron might be allowed to prefent anew upon the non- 
dence of any incumbent": But the king eluded thefe 
petitions. Pope Martin wrote him a fevere letter againft 
the ftatute of provifors; which he calls an abominable 
ftatute, that would infallibly damn seety one who ob- 
it". The cardinal of Winchefter was legate; and 
, alfo a kind of prime minifter, and immenfely rich 
from the profits of his clerical dignities, the parliament 
became jealous left he fhould extend the papal power; and 
they protefted, that the cardinal fhould abfent himfelf in 
all affairs and councils of the king, whenever the pope 


er fee of Rome was touched upon 2, 


k Cotton, p. 66%. 
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PERMISSION was given by parliament to export corn © se P. 
when it was at low prices; wheat at-fix fhillings and Gre 
eight pence a quarter, money of that age; barley at three 1464. 
fhillings and four pence. It appears from thefe prices, 
that corn ftifl remained at near half its prefent value; 
though other commodities were much cheaper. The in- 
land commerce of corn was alfo opened in the eighteenth 
of the king, by allowing any collector of the cuftoms to 
grant a licence for carrying it from one county to an- 
other’. The fame year a kind of navigation act was 
propofed with regard to all places within the Streights ; 
but the king rejected it *. 

Tue firft inftance of debt contraéted upon parliamen- 
tary fecurity occurs in this reign *. 

P Statutes at large, 15 Henry VI, cap.2. 23 Henry VI. cap. 6. 
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Battle of Touton Henry efcapes into Scotland-—— 


AA parliament ham Henry 
aken prifoner, and confined @ the Tower: King’s 
marriage with the Lady Elizabeth Gray War- 


wit difgufted —- Alliance with Burgundy ——In- 
Battle of Banbury—— 
Wewic and Clarence banifbed Warwie ond 
Clarence return Edward IV. expelled —— 
Henry VI. reftored: Edward IV. returns —— 
Batile of Barnet, and death of Warwic——Battle 
of Teukefoury, and murder of prince Edward—— 
Death of Henry V1. lavafion of France— 
Peace of Pecquigni——Trial and execution of the 
duke of Clarence Death and charaéier of Ed- 


furcection. in York/bire 


b 


ward IV. 
¢ BA Bi OUNG Edward, now in his twentieth year, was 
; ce of a temper well fitted to make his way through 


1461 fuch a fcene of war, havoc, and devaftation,. as mutt 
conduct him to the full poffeffion of that crown, which 
he claimed from hereditary right, but which he had 
affumed from the tumultuary election alone of his jown 
party. He was bold, ative, enterprifing ; and his hard- 
nefs of heart and feverity of chara@er rendered him im- 
pregnable to all thofe movements of compaffion, which 
might relax his vigour in the profecution of the moft 
bloody revenges upon his enemies. The very commence- 

ment 
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ment of his reign gave fymptoms of his fanguinary dif- ¢ EP. sg 
pofition. A tradefman of London, who kept fhop at the Laeiss 
fign of the crown, having faid, that he would make his 1461. 
fon heir to the Crown ; this harmlefs pleafantry was in- 
terpreted to be fpoken in derifion of Edward’s affumed 

title; and he was condemned and executed for the of- 

fence t. Such an a& of tyranny was a proper prelude 

to the events which enfued. The fcaffold, as well as the 

field, inceffantly ftreamed with the nobleft blood of Eng- 

land, fpilt in the quarrel between the two contending 
fanilies, whofe animofity was now become implacable. 

The people, divided in their affeCtions, took different 
fymbols of party: The partizans of the houfe of Lan- 

cafter chofe the red rofe as their mark of diftinétion ; 

thofe of York were denominated from the white ; and 

thefe civil wars were thus known, oyer Europe, by the 

name of the quarrel between the two rofes. 

‘Tur licence, in which queen Margaret had been ob- 
liged to indulge her troops, infufed great terror and aver~ 
fion into the city of London and all the fouthern parts 
of the kingdom ; and as fhe there expected an obftinate 
refiftance, fhe prudently retired northwards among her 
own partizans. The fame licence, joined to the zeal of 
fation, foon brought great multitudes to her ftandard ; 
and fhe was able, in a few days, to aflemble an army 
fixty thoufand ftrong in Yorkfhire. - The king and the 
earl of Warwic haftened, with an army of forty thou- 
fand men, to check her progrefs; and when they reached 
Pomfret, they difpatched a body of troops, under the 
command of lord Fitzwalter, to fecure the paflage of 
Ferrybridge over the river Are, which lay between them 
and the enemy. Fitzwalter took pofleffion of the poft 
affigned him; but was not able to maintain it againft lord 
Clifford, who attacked him with fuperior numbers. The 
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ine P. Yorkifts were chafed back with great flaughter; and 

~~ lord Fitzwalter himfelf. was flain in the action". The 
3461, 


earl of Warwic, dreading the confequences of this mis- 
fortune, at a time when.a decifive a&tion was every hour 
expected, immediately ordered his horfe to be brought 
him, which he ftabbed before the whole army ; and 
kiffing the hilt of his fword, fwore, that he was deter- 
mined to fhare the fate of the meaneft foldier », And 
to fhew the greater fecurity, a proclamation was at the 
fame time iflued, giving to every one full liberty to retire ; 
but menacing the fevereft punifhment to thofe who fhould 
difcover any fymptoms of cowardice in the enfuing bat- 
tle *.. Lord Falconberg was fent to-.recoyer the pott 
which had: been: loft: -He paffed the river fome miles 
above Ferrybridge, and falling unexpectedly on lord 


on a 


a Clifford, revenged the former difafter by the defeat of the 
; party and the death of their leader y. 

‘ Battle of Tue -hoftile armies'met at. Touton ; and a fierce and 
| Liter, bloody battle enfued. While the Yorkifts were advancing 


March, to the charge, tliere happened a great fall of fnow, which, 
driving full in the faces of their enemies, blinded them; 
and this advantage was improved by a ftratagem of lord 
Falconberg.. That nobleman. ordered: fome infantry to 
advance before the line, and after having fent. a volley of 
flight-arrows, as they were.called, amidft the enemy, 
immediately to retire. ‘The Lancaftrians, imagining that 
they were got within reach of the oppofite army, dif- 
charged all their arrows, which thus fell fhort of the 
Yorkifts *. After the quivers of the enemy were emp- 
tyed, Edward. advanced: his line, and. did. execution 
with impunity on the difmayed Lancaftrians : ‘The bow 
however was foon laid afide, and the {word decided the 
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, which ended in a total victory on the fide. of C a P. 
an . 
i : Lend 

The routed army was purfued*to Tadcafter with great 1461. 


om 


the Yorkifts. Edward iffued orders to give no quarter *: 


bloodfhed and confufion ; and above thirty-fix, thoufand 
men are computed to have fallen in. the battle and pur- 
{uit >»: Among .thefe were the earl of Weltmoreland, 
and his brother, Sir John Nevil, es e,earl of .Northum- 
berland, thé lords Dacres and Welles, and Sir Andrew 
Trollop.«... The earl of Dev onfhire, who was now: en- 
gaged in Henry’s party, was brought a prifoner to Ed- 
ward; and: was foon after beheaded by martial law at 
York. -His head was fixed on a -pole erected over a gate 
of that-city; and the head of duke Richard and that of 
the earl of Salifbury were taken down, and buried with 
their bodies. -- Henry and Margaret had remained at York 

during the action ; but learning the defeat of their army, 

and being fenfible, that-no place in England could now 

afford them fhelter, they fled with great precipitation in- 

to Scotland.» They were accompanied by the duke of 
Exeter; who, though he had onan Edward’s fifter, 

had taken part with the Lancaftrians, and by Henry duke 

of Somerfet, who had commanded in the unfortunate 

battle of Totton, and who was the fon of that noble- 

man killed in the firft battle of St. Albans. 

NotwitTHsTANpiING the great animofity which pre Henry 

vailed between the kingdoms, Scotland had never exered 
itfelf with vioour, to take advantage, either of the wars 

which England carried on with France, or of the civil 
commotions which arofe between the contending’ fami- 

lies. James I. more laudably employed, in civilizing his 
fubjects, and taming them to the falutary yoke of law 

and juftice, avoided all hoftilities with foreign nations ; and 

though he feemed interefted to maintain a balance be- 
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CH A P. tween France and England, gave no farther affiftance 
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‘ ,to the former kingdom in its oe diftreffes, than per- 


461. 


mitting, and perhaps encouraging, his fubjects to enlift 
in the French. fervice. After the murder of that excel. 
lent prince, the minority of his fon and fucceffor, James 
Ij, and the diftractions incident to it, retained the Scots 
in the fame flate of neutrality ; and the fuperiority, vi- 
fibly acquired by France, rendered it then unneceflary 
for her ally to interpofe in her defence. But when the 
quarrel commenced between the houfes of York and Lane 
cafter, and became abfolutely incurable but by the total 
extinction of one party ; Fadaes: who had now rifen to 
man’s eftate, was tempted to feize this opportunity, and 
he endeavoured to recover thofe places, which the Eng- 
lifh had formerly conquered from his anceftors. He laid 
fiege to the caftle of Rox cborough in 1460, and had pro- 
vided himfelf with a {mall train: of artillery for that en- 
terprize : But his cannon were fo ill framed, that one of 
them burft as he was firing it, and put an end to his life 
n the flower of his age. His fon and fucceflor, James 


Jam] Was 


Il. was alfo a miner on his acceffion: The ufual die 
firaétions enfued in the government : The queen-dowa- 
ger, Anne of Gueldres, afpired to the regency: The 
family of Douglas oppofed her pretenfions: And queen 
Margaret, when fhe fled .into Scotland, found there 2 
people little lefs divided by faGtion, than thofe by whom 
fhe had been expelled. Though the pleaded the con- 
nexions between the royal family of Scotland and the 
houfe of Lancafter, by the young king’s grandmother, a 
daughter of the earl of Somerfet ; the could engage the 
Scottifh council to go no: fa wihied than to expres their 
good wifhes in her favour: But on her offer to deliver 
to them immediately the important fortrefs of Berwic, 
and to contraét her fon in marriage wjth a fifter of king 
James, fhe found a better reception; and the Scots 
promifed 
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promifed the affiftance of their arms to re-inftate her fa- 
mily upon the throne *. But as the danger from that 
quarter feemed not very urgent to Edward, he did not 
purfue the fugitive king and queen inte their retreat ; but 
returned to London, where a parliament was fummoned 
for fettling the government. 

On the meeting of this aflembly, Edward found the 
good effects of his vigorous meafure in affuming the 
erown, as well as of his viGtory at Touton, by which 
he had fecured it: The parliament no longer hefitated 
between the two families, or propofed any of thofe ambi- 
guous’ decifions, which could only ferve to perpetuate 


and inflame the animofities of party. ‘They recognized 


the title of Edward, by hereditary defcent, through the 
family of Mortimer; and declared, that he was king by 
right, from the death of his father, who had alfo the 
fame lawful title; and that he was in pofleffion of the 
crown from the day that he affumed the government, 
tendered to him by the acclamations of the people ¢. 
They expreffed their abhorrence of the ufurpation and 
fntrufion of the houfe of Lancafter, particularly that of 
the earl of Derby, otherwife called Henry 1V. which, 
they faid, had been attended with every kind of diforders 
the murder of the fovereigri and the oppreffion of the 
fubje&t. They annulled every grant which had pafled 
in thofe reigns; they reinftated the king in all the pof- 
feffions, which had belonged to the crown at the pre- 
tended depofition- of Richard II. and though they con~ 
firmed. judicial deeds and the decrees of inferior courts, 


they reverfed ali attainders paffed in any pretended parliz 
ment ; particularly the attainder of the earl of Cam- 
bridge, the king’s grandfather; as well as that of the 
earls of Salifbury and Glocefter and of lord Lumley, who 
had been forfeited for adhering to Richard IL. ‘ 

# Hall, fol.237, Habington, p, 434. € Gotton, p. 670. 

f Cotton, p. 672, Statutes at large, x Edw, IV. cap. a. 
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Many of thefe votes were the refult of the ufual vio- 
lence of party: The common fenfe of mankind, in more 
peaceable times, repealed them: And the ftatutes of the 
houfe of Esatcadiier: being the deeds of an eftablithed g0- 
vernment, and pen we by princes long poffeffed of autho- 
rity, have always been held as valid and obligatory. 
The parliament, however, in fubverting » fuch deep 
foundations, had till the pretence. of replacing the go- 
vernment on its ancient and natural bafis: But in their 
fubfequent meafures, they were more guided by revenge, 
or at leaft the views of conve oe than by the max- 
ims of equity and juftice. T hey paffed an aét of for- 
feiture and attainder againft Henry VI. and queen Mar- 


oS 


aret, and their infant fon, prince Edward: ‘The fame 


) 


act was extended to the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter ; 

to the earls of Northumberland, Devonthire, Peiabstig, 
Wilts; to the vifcount Shanes the lords Roos, Nevil, 

Clifford, Welles, Dacre, Gray of Rugemont, Hunger- 
ford ; to Alexander Hedie, Nicholas Latimer, Biddinasd 
Mountfort, John Heron, and many other perfons of dif- 
tinGion *, The parliament vefted the eftates of all thefe 
attainted perfons in the crown ; though their fole crime 


ES 


was the adhering to a prince, whnoie every individual of 
the parliament had long recognized, and whom that very 
king himfelf, who was now feated on the throne, had ac- 
knowledged and obeyed as his lawful fov ereign. 

THE neceffity of fupporting the government eftablifhed 
will more fully juftify fome other aéts of violence 5 
though the method of conducting them may {ull appear 
exceptionable, . John earl of Oxford and his fon, Au- 
brey de Vere, were detected in-a correfpondence with 
Margaret, were tried by martial law before the conftable, 
were condemned and executed", Sir William Tyrrel, 


& Cotton, p. 670. W, Wyrcefter, p, 490, h W, de Wyrcefter, 
P. 492. Hall, fol. 189. Grafton, p, 658, Fabian, fol. 21s. Fragm, ad 
finem T, Sproti, ; 
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Sir Thomas Tudenham, and John Montgomery were pate P, 
convicted in the fame arbitrary court; were executed, and nouns 
their eftates forfeited. This introduction of martial law 1465. 
into civil government was a high ftrain of prerogative ; 

which, were it not for the violence of the times, would 
probably have appeared exceptionable to a nation fo jea- 

lous of their liberties as the Englifh were now become 4, 

It was impoffible but fuch a great and fudden revolution 

muft leave the roots of difcontent and diffatisfation in 

the fubje&t, which would require great art, or in lieu of 

it, great violence to extirpate them. The latter was 

more fuitable to the genius of the nation in that unculti- 

vated age. 

Bur the new eftablifhment ftill feemed precarious and 
uncertain ; not only from'the domeftic difcontents of the 
people, but from the efforts of foreign powers. Lewis, 
the eleventh of the name, had fucceeded to his father, 
Charles, in 1460; and was led, from the obvious mo- 
tives of national intereft, to feed the flames of civil dif- 
cord among fuch dangerous neighbours, by giving fupport 
to the weaker party. But the intriguing and politic ge- 
nius of this prince was here checked by itfelf: Having 
attempted to fubdue the independant fpirit of his own 
vaflals, he had excited fuch an oppofition at home,. as 
prevented him from making all the advantage, which the 
opportunity afforded, of the diffenfions among the Eng- 
lith. He fent however a fmall body to Henry’s affiftance 
under Varenne, Senefchal of Normandy *;. who landed 14624 
in Northumberland, and got pofleffion of the caftle of 
Alnewic : But as the indefatigable Margaret went in per- 
fon to France where. fhe folicited larger fupplies; and 
promifed Lewis to deliver up Calais, if her family fhould 
by his means be reftored to the throne of England; he 

i See note [H] at the end of the volume, 
% Monftrelet, vol, iii, ps 95+ 
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C H_A P. was perfuaded to’ fend along with her a body of 2600 mei 

Bo 8 at arms, which enabled: her to take the field, and to make 

1464 an inroad into England. Though reinforced by a nu 

merous train of adventurers from Scotland, and by many 

asth April, Partizans of the family of Lancafter; fhe received a 

chéck at Hedgley-more from lord Montacute or Montas 

gue, brother to the earl of Warwic, and warden of the 

eaft Marches between Scotland and England. Montague 

was fo elated with this fuccefs, that, while a numerous 

reinforcement was on their march to join him by orders 

Battleof from Edward, he yet ventured, with his own troops alone, 

ce to attack the Lancaftrians at Hexham ; and he obtained 

a complete victory over them. The duke of. Somerfet; 

the lords Roos, and Hungerford, were taken: in the purs 

fuit, and immediately beheaded by martial law at Hex- 

ham. Summary juftice was in like manner exercifed af 

Newcaftle on Sir Humphrey Nevil, and feveral other 
gentlemen. All thofe who were fpared- in the field, fut 

fered on.the fcaffold ; and the utter\extermination of theif 
adverfaries was now become the plain object of the York 

party ; a conduct, which received but too plaufible an 
apology from the preceding practice of the Lancaftrians, 


tI 
be 
q 
: 
i 
a 
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THE fate of the unfortunate royal family, after this 
defeat, was fingular. Margaret, flying with her fon into 
a foreft, where fhe endeavoured to conceal herfelf, was 
befet, during the darknefs of the night, by robbers, who, 
either ignorant or regardlefs of her quality, defpoiled her 
of her rings and jewels, and: treated her with the utmoft 
indignity. The partition of this rich booty raifed a quat= 
rél among them; aid while thcir attention was thas ené 
gaged, fhe took the opportunity of making her efeape 
with her fon into the thickeft of the foreft; where fhe 
Wandered for fome time, over-fpent with hunger and fa+ 
tigue, and funk with terror and affi@tion. While in this 
wretched condition, fhe faw a robber approach with his 

4 naked 


Biot. 
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naked fword; and finding that fhe had no meahs of 
efcape, fhe fuddenly embraced the refolution of trufting 
entirely for protection to his faith and generofity. She 
advanced towards him ; and prefenting to > hi im the young 
prince, called out to hi m; Here, I commit to 
your care the fafety of your king man, whofe 
humanity and generous fpirit ha 

tirely loft, by his vicious courfe of life, was ftruck with 


been ob{cured, not en- 


Q. 


the fingularity of the event, was charmed with the confiz 
dence repofed in him ; and vowed, not only to. abftain 
from all injury againft the pri: but to devote him- 
felf entirely to her fervice'; By his means fhe dwelt 


fome time concealed in the foreft; and was at lat con- 
ducted to the fea-coaft, whence fhe made her efcape into 
Flanders. She pafled thence into her father’s court, 
where fhe lived feveral years in privacy atid retirement: 
Her hufband was not fo fortunate or fo dextrous in find- 
ing the means of efcape. Some of his friends took him 
under their protection, and conveyed him into Lanca+ 
fhire; where he remained coricealed diiring a4 twelve- 
month ; but he was at laft detected; delivered up to Ed- 
ward, and thrown into the Tower™: The fafety of his 
perfon was owing lefs to the generofity of his enemies, 
than to the contempt which they had entertained of his 
courage and his underftanding. 

THE imprifonment of Henry y; the expulfion of Mar- 
garet, the execution ard confifcation of all the mof 
confiderable Lancaftrians, feemed to give 2; ] fecurity to 
Edward’s government ; whofe title by blood, being now 
recognized by parliament, and univerfal ly j Paces? to 
by the people, was no longer in danger of being im- 
peached by any antagonift. In this profperous fituation, 
the king delivered himfelf up, without controul, to thofe 
pleafures which his youth, his high fortune, and his na- 

1 Monftrelet, vol, iii, p. 96. m Hall, fol. rgt, Fragm, ad 
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vere tempe 
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maintained a creat influence over ‘him and 
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fhared his eae an: with the pur 


the thirft of military glory vy 


of peace, he wee in ike moit familiar and fociable 


and 


o the ite interval 
manner with his { ularly with the Lon- 
is perfon, as well as the gal- 


even unaflifted by his Be 


doners ; and the eal of 


of his addrefs, v 


ity, would have rendered Tian acceptable to the fair, 


wee 


his applica 


r their favour. This ealy 


ented every day his po- 
y 

ks.of men :‘ He was'the peculiar 

The difpo- 

loufy, kept 

es: And his 


while it gratified his inclina- 


p ular ity among 


ae } 
yvourite of the 


a means of fup- 


But as it is dif- 


{ 
ficult to confine the ruling paffion within ftrict rules of 


rous temper of Edward led him into a 


‘atal to his re} pofe, and to-the fa bility 


. JaqueLiInz or Luxempourc, dutchefs of Be dford, 


in fecond marriage, Sif 


private gentleman, to whom fhe 
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; and amone the reft, 
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Tady had married Sir John Gray of Groby, by whom fheC HA Pi 


had children ; and Heth hufband being flain in the fecond 
battle of St. Albans, fighting on the fide of Lancafter, 
and his eftate being for that reafon confifcated, his widow 
retired to live with her father, at his feat of Grafton in 
Northainptonfhire. ‘The king came accidentally to the 
houfe after a hunting party, in order to pay a vifit to the 
diitchefs of Bedford ; and as the occafion feemed favour- 
able for obtaining fome grace from this gallante monarch, 
the young widow flung herfelf at his feet, and with many 
tears, entreated him to take pity on her impoverifhed 
and diftreffed children. The fight of fo much beauty in 
affiGtion ftrorigly affected the amorous Edward; love ftole 
infenfibly into his heart under the guife of compaffion ; 
arid her forrow, fo becoming a virtuous matron, made his 
; 


efteern and regatd quickly correfpond to his affection. 


He raifed her from the ground with affurances of favour; 
he found his paffion encreafe every moment, by the con- 
verfation of the amiable object ; and he was foon'reduced 
in his turn to the pofture and ftile of a fupplicant at the 
feet of Elizabeth. But the lady, either averfe to difho- 
nourable love from a fenfe of duty, or perceivirig that the 
impreffion, which fhe had made, was fo deep as to give 
- Sa of obtaining the higheft elevation, obftinately 


o 


ed to gratify his paflion; and all the endearments, 
Sais: and importunities of the young and amiable Ed- 
ward, proved fruitlefs againft her rigid and inflexible vir= 
tue. His paflion, irritated by oppofition, and encre eafed 
by his veneration for fuch honourable fentiments, carried 
him at laft beyond all bourids of reafon; and he of frered 
to fharé his throne, as well a8 his heart, with the woman, 
whofe beauty of perfon, and dignity of character feemed 
fo well to entitle her to both. ‘The marriage was pri- 
ately celebrated at Grafton®: The fecret was carefully 
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prince could facrifice fo much to a romantic paffion : 
And. there were in particular ftrong reafons, which at 


a time rendered this ftep, to the highs degree, dan- 


gverous and im 
gerous A. 


Tue king, defirous to fecure his throne, as well by 
the profpect of iflue, as by foreign alliances, had, a little 
before, determit 


ake application to fome neigh- 
had caft his eye on Bona of 

Savoy, fifter to the queen of France, who, he hoped, 
i by her marriage, enfure him the friendfhip of that 
power, which was alone both able and inclined to give 
fupport and affiftance to his rival. To render the nego- 
ciation more fuccefsful, the earl of Warwic had. been 
difpatched to Paris, where the princefs tham refided ; he 
had demanded Bona in marriage for the king; his pro- 
pofals had been accepted ; the treaty was fully concluded; 
and nothing remained but the ratification of the terms 
agreed on, and the bringing over the princefs to Eng- 
Yand?, But when the fecret of 


aA 
nea 


bouring princes ; 


‘dward’s marriage broke 
out, the haughty earl, deeming het affronted, both 


by being employed in this deceitful negociation, and by 
being kept a ftr 


iger to the king’s intentions, who had 
owed every thing to his Eepdlbin immediately returned 
to: England, inflamed with ra ge and indignation. The 
influence of paffion over fo you ing a man as Edward, 
might have ferved as an excufe for his imprudent con- 
duct, had he deigned to acknow ledge his error, or had 
cnefs as an apology: But his faul ty fhame 
er pride prevented him from fo much as mentioning the 
affair to Warwic; and that nobleman was allowed to de- 
part the court, full of the fame ill-humour and difcontent, 
which he rought to it, 


pleaded his w 
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EVERY incident now tended to widen the breach be-C HA P. 
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tween the king and this powerful fubject. The Queen, LS 


who loft not her influence by marriage, was equal! y foli- 
citous to draw every grace and favour to her own friends 
and kindred, and to exclude thofe of the earl, whom fhe 
regarded as her mortal enemy. Her father was created 
earl of Rivers: He was made treafurer in room of lord 
Mountjoy2: He was invefted in the office of con- 
ftable for life ; and his fon received the furvivance of that 
high dignity". The fame younz nobleman was married 
to the only daughter of Jord Scales, enjoyed the great 
eftate of that famil y, and had the title of Bal les conferred 
upon him. Catherine, the queen’s fifter, was married to 
the young duke of Buckingham, who was a ward of the 
crown *: Mary, another of her fifters, efpoufed William 
Herbert, created earl of Huntingdon: Anne, a third fifter, 
Was given in marriage to the fon and heir oF Gia: lord 


Ruthyn, created earl of Kentt. The daughter and heir 
of the duke of Exeter, who was alfo the king’s niece, 
was contracted to Sir Thomas Gray, one of the queen’s 
fons by her former hufband ; and as lord Montague was 
treating of a marriage between his fon and this lady, the 
preference given to young Gray was deemed an snfairy 
and affront to the whole family of Nevil. 

Tue earl of Warwic could not fuffer with patience the 
leaft diminution of that credit, which he had long en- 
joyed, and which, he thought, he had merited by ‘fuch 
important fervices. ‘Though he had received fo many 
grants from the crown, that the revenue arifing from them 
amounted, befides his patrimonial eftate, to 80,000 crowns 
a-year, according to the computation of Philip de Co- 
mines "; his ambitious fpirit was ftill diffatisfied, fo long 


9 W. Wyrcefter, p, 506. t Rymer, vol. xi, p. 58. 
$ W. Wyrcefter, p. 505. t Ibid. pe 5064 
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j of that power 
which had fupported him, z nd which he himfelf had con- 
tributed ftill hig 


rivals in credit to the earl of Warwic ; and he juftified, 


t, was well pleafed to raife up 


by this. political view, his extreme | partial 
kindred. But the nobility of anise d,e 


den growth of the Widevilles *, were 


part with Warwic’s difcontent, to whofe grandeur 
were caineady ae nd who h recoueid 


ners. xa as 3 Edw fa obta 


} 


yal refumption of all grants, which he had silat fince his 


id which extremely impoverifhed the 


aét, though it pafled with fome exceptions, 


EE et PN 
ivour of the earl of Warwic, gave 4 


to the nobility, and difgufted many, even 
izans of the family of York. 


rable aflociate, that arwic ac= 


> other by the uncontrouled 


nfluence of the queen and her relations ; and as his for- 


> {till left on a precarious footing, while theirs 


ect, joined to his unquiet 


\. r+ WS obs 
Vy €Mavi fh 


d him to give countenance to all 


the malcontents 7. 


> favourable opp ortunity of ga uin- 


lim was efpied by the 


| of Warwic, who ees him 


~hter, and co-heir of his immenfe 
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1 the immediate object of 


ward and his miniftry. —Thoug 


the malcontents was not to overturn the throne, it was 


£ f, } t} c Thich av micht 
dificult to forefee the extremities, to which they might 


be carried : And as oppofition to an adminiftration was 


ufually in thofe ages prefecuted by force of arms, civil 


convulfions and diforders were likely to be foon the refult 
of thefe intrigues and confederacies. 
WHite this cleud was gathcring at home, Edward 


e him- 


carried his views abroad, and endeavoured to fecr 
felf as t 


rainit his fagtious nol into foreion 


ee ae ; , 
and daneerous ambition of Louis 


XI. the more it was known, the greater alarm it 


among his neighbours and vafials; and as it 


1 


ported by grea and carebecedt by any princi- 
ple of faith or humanity, they f found no fecurity to them- 


alous combination againft him. Philip, 


;now dead: His 


dominions were devolved to Charles, his only fon, whofe 


felves but by a je 


dake of Burgunds rich and extenfive 


martial difpofition acquired him the firname of Bold, 
and whofe ambition, more outrageous than that of Lewis, 
but feconded by lefs power and policy, was regarded with 
a more favourable eye by the other potentates of Europe. 
The oppofition of interefts, and {till more, a natural an- 
tipathy of character, produced a declared animofity be- 
tween thefe two bad princes; and Edward was thus fecure 

f the fincere attachment of either of them, for whom he 
aay chufe to declare himfelf. “The duke of Burgun- 
dy, being defcended by his mother, a daughter of Por- 
tugal, from John of Gaunt, was naturally inclined to 
favour the houfe of Lancafter >: But this confideration 
was eafily overbalanced by political motives ; and Charles, 
perceiving the intereft of that houfe to be extremely de- 


sayed in England, fent over his natural brother, com- 
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c cae A P. monly called the baftard of Burgundy, to carry in his 
CX . 
yd 
1466. ‘The alliance o 


name seasaite of marriage to Margaret, the king’s fitter, 
Burgundy was more popular among the 
France ; the commercial interefts 
ns invited the princes to a clofe union; 


jealoufy of Lewis was a natural cement 
#468, between them; and Edward, pleafed with ftrengthening 
himfelf by fo potent a confederate, foon concluded the 
alliance, and beftowed his fifter upon Charless. A 
league, which Edward at the fame time concluded with 
the duke of Britanny, feemed both to encreafe his fecu- 
rity, and to open to him the profpect of rivalling his pre- 
jeceflors in thofe foreign conquefts, which, however 
fhort-lived and unprofitable, had rendered their reigns fo 


popular and illuftrious ¢. 


+469. But whatever ambitious fchemes the king might have 
built on thefe alliances, they were foon fruftrated by in- 

teftine commotions, which engroffed all his attention. 

Thefe diforders probably arofe not immediately from the 
intrigues of the earl of Warwic, but from accident, aid- 

ed by the turbulent fpirit of the age, by the general hu- 

mour of difcontent which that popular nobleman had 

inftilled into the nation, and perhaps by fome remains 
Infurre€tion Of attachment to the houfe of Lancafter. The hofpital 


n York. 
hit, of § 


t, Leonards near York had received, from an ancient 
grant of king Athelftane, a right of levying a thraye of 


orn from every plough-land in the county; and as thefe 


Ov 


charitable eftablifhments are liable to abufe, the country 
people complained, that the revenue of the hofpital was 
no longer expended for the relief of the poor, but was fe- 
creted by the managers, and employed to their private 
purpofes. After long repining at the contribution, they 


¢ Hall, fol. 169, 197 a W, Wyrchefter, p, 5. Parliament. 
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refufed payment : Ecclefiaftical and civil cenfures were © 3 hi Pe 
jfued againft them: Their goods were diftrained, and qm pend 
their perfons thrown into jail : Till, as their ill-humour 1459 
daily ease they rofe in arms; fell upon the officers 

of the hofpital, whom they’ put to the fword ; and pro- 
ceeded in a body, fifteen thoufand ftrong, to the gates of 
York. Lord Montague, who commanded in thofe parts, 
oppofed himfelf to their progrefs; and having been fo 
fortunate in a {kirmifh as to feize Robert Hulderne their 
leader, he ordered him immediately to be led to execu- 

tion; according to the practice of the times. The 
rebels, however, ftill continued in arms ; and being foon 
headed by men of greater diftinétion, Sir Henry Nevil, 

fon of lord Latimer, and Sir John Coniers, they < 

vanced fouthwards, and began to appear formidable to 

the government. Herbert, earl of Pembroke, who had 
received that title on the forfeiture of Jafper Tudor, was 
ordered by Edward to march againft them at the head of 

a body of Welfhmen ; and he was joined by five thoufand 
archers under the command of Stafford, earl of Devon- 

fhire, who had fucceeded in that title to the family of 
Courtney, which had alfo been attainted, But a trivial 


differerice about Greets haying begot an animofity be- 
arl of Devonshire retired 
with his archers, and left Pemb roke alone to encounter 


tween thefe two noblemen, the 


the rebels. ‘The two armies approached each other near pattle of 
Banbury ; and Pembroke, having prevailed in a fkirmith, panery 
and having taken Sir Henry N evil prifoner, ordered him 
immediately to be put to death, without any form of pro- 
cefs. ‘This execution enraged, without terrifying, the 
rebels: They attacked the Welfh army, routed them, 26th July. 
put them to the fword without mercy ; and having feized 
Pembroke, they took immediate revenge upon him for 
the death of their leader. The king, imputing this mif- 
fortune to the earl of Devonfhire, who had deferted Pem- 

broke, 
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wane manner. But thefe fpeedy executions, or rather open 


3469. 


murders, did not ftop there: The northern rebels, fend- 
ing a party to Grafton, feized the earl of, Rivers and his 
fon John; men who had become obnoxious by their 
near relation to the king and his partiality towards them: 
And they were immediately executed by orders from Sir 


/ 


John Coniers °. 

THERE is no part of Englifh hiftory fince the Con- 
queft, fo obfcure, fo uncertain, fo little authentic or 
confiftent, as that of the wars between the two Rofes: 
Hiftorians differ about many material circ 


{tances ; fome 
events of the utmoft confequence, in which they Zi mof 
all agree, are incredible and contradifted by records‘; 


and it is remarkable, that this profound darknefs falls 


upon us juft on the eve of the reftoration of letters, and 
when the art of Printing was already known in Europe, 
All-we'can diftinguifh with ah through the deep 
cloud, which covers that period, is a f{cene of horror and 


bloodfhed, favage manners, arbitrary executions, and 
treacherous, difhonourable conduct in all parties. There 
is no pofibility, for inftance, of accounting for the views 
and intentions of the earl of Warwic at this time. It is 
agreed, that he refided, together with his fon-in-law, 
the duke of Clarence, in his government of Calais, dur- 
ing the commencement of this rebellion; and that his 
brother Montague acted with vigour againft the northern 
rebels. We may thence prefume, that the infurreétion 
had not proceeded from the fecret counfels and inftigation 
of Warwic; though the murder, committed by the re- 
bels, on the earl of Rivers, his capital enemy, forms, on 
the other hand, a violent prefumption a againft him. He 
and Clarence came over to England, offered their fervice 
to Edward, were received without any fufpicion, were 
¢ Fabian, fol. 217. f See note [J] at the end of the volume. 
entrufted 
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entrufted by him in the higheft commands £, and ftill per-© 
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fevered in their fidelity. Soon after, we find the rebels Yon 


quicted and difperfed by a a general pardon granted by Ed- 
ward from the advice of the earl of Warwic: But why fo 
courageous a prince, if fecure of Warwic’s fidelity, fhould 
have paeank a general pardon to men, who had been 
guilty of fuch violent and perfonal outrages againft him, 


is not huis ible; nor why that nobleman, if ‘unfaithful, 


fhould have endeavoured to appeafe a rebellion, of which 
he was a to make fuch advantages. But it sie 
that, after this infurrection, there was an interval of 
peace, during which the king loaded the family of N evil 


with honours and favours of the higheft nature : He made 


lord Montague a. marquefs, by the fame name: He cre- 


ated his fon, George, duke of Bedford *: He publicly 


declared his intention of marrying that young nobleman 


lal 


1] 
i 


to his elc 


fons, was prefumptive heir of the crown: Yet we find, 


eft daughter, Elizabeth, who, as he had yet no 


that, foon after, being invited to a feaft by the archbifhop 
of York, a younger brother of Warwic and Montague, 
he entertained a fudden fufpicion,. that they intended to 
{eize his perfon or to murder him: And he abruptly left 
the entertainment '. 

Soon after, there broke out another rebellion, which 


is as unaccountable as all the preceding events; chiefly 


becaufe no fufficient reafon is affigned for it, and becaufe, 


y of Nevil had no hand in ex- 
citing and fomenting it. It arofe in Lincolnfhire, and 


fo far as appears, the famil 


was headed by Sir Robert W elles, fon to the lord of that 
name, The anny, of the rebels amounted to 30,000 


men; but lord Welles himfelf, far from giving counte- 


nance to them, fled into a fanétuary, in order to fecure 


& Rymer, vol. xi. p, 647, 649, 650. h Cotton, ps 7022 
+ Fragm, Ed, IV, ad fin, Sprott, 
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Cc ae his perfon againft the king’s anger or fufpicions. He was 
Lint allured from this retreat by a promife of fafety; and was 
7479 foon after, notwithftanding this aflurance, beheaded, 


ng with Sir Thomas 


Dymoc, by orders from Ed- 


33thMarch, W: aiid k, ‘The king fought a battle with the rebels, de- 
feated them, took Sir Robert Welles and Sir Thomas 
Launde prifoners, and ordered them immediately to be 
beheaded. 

Epwarp, during thefe tranfactions, had entertained 
fo little alot of the earl of Warwic or duke of Cla- 
rence, that he granted them commiffions of array for le- 
vying forces againft the rebels!: But thefe malcontents, 
as foon as they left the court, raifed troops in their own 
name, iffued declarations againft the government, and 
complained of grievances, oppreffions, and bad minifters, 
‘The unexpected defeat of Welles difconcerted all their 
meafures ; and they retired northwards into Lancafhire, 
where they expected to be joined by lord Stanley, who 

Warwic and had married the earl of Warwic’s fifter. But as that no- 

cree os bleman refufed all concurrence with them, and as lord 
Montague alfo remained quiet in Yorkthire; they were 
obliged to difband their army, and to fly into Devonfhire, 
where they embarked and made {fail towards Calais ™, 

‘THE deputy governor, whom Warwic had left at Ca- 
lais, was one Vaucler, a Gafcon, who, feeing the earl 
return in this miferable condition, refufed him admittance 
into the place; and would not fo much as permit the 
dutchefs of Clarence to land ; though, a few days before, 
fhe had been delivered on fhip-board of a fon, and was at 
that time extremely difordered by ficknefs, With diffi- 


& Hall, fol.204. Fabrian, fol. 218. Tabington, p. 442. Holingfhed, 
p- 674. I Rymer, vol. xi. p, 652. 

m The king offered by proclamation a reward of to00 pounds, or 100 
pounds a-year in land, to any that would feize them, Whence we may learn 
that land was at that time fold for about ten years purchafe. See Rymer, 
vol, Xi, p. 654, 
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culty, he would allow a few flaggons of wine to be car- 
ried to the fhip for the ufe of the ladies: But as he was a 
man of fagacity, and well acquainted with the revolu- 


tions to which England was as 5 
gized to W arwic ioe this appea 


apoio 
£ 


infidelity, and 


reprefented it as proceeding entirely from zeal for his fer- 


vice. He faid, that the place was ill fupplied with pro- 
vifions ; that he could not depend on the attachment of 


the garrifon ; that the inhabitants, who lived by the Eng- 


4 


lith commerce, would certain]; 


1, Tine fap oi 
daeciare for tne eite 


rm 
co 
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government; that the place was at prefent unable to ore 


the power of England on the one hand, and that of the 
duke of Burgundy on the other; and that, by feeming to 
declare for Edward, he would acquire the confidence of 
that prince, and ftill keep it in his power, when it 
fhould become fafe and prudent, to reftore the fortrefs 
to its ancient mafter". It is uncertain, whether War- 
wic was fatisfied with this apology, or fufpected a 
double infidelity in Vaucler ; but he feigned to be entirely 
convinced by him; and having feized fome Flemifh vef- 
fels, which he Sana lying off Calais, he immediately 
made fail towards France. 

Tue king of France, uneafy at the clofe conjunction 
between Edward and the duke of Burgundy, received 


tiendfhip 


fr 


with the greateft demonftrations of regard and f 
the unfortunate Warwic °, with whom he had pees 
maintained.a fecret correfpondence, and whom he hoped 
ftill to, make his inftrument, in syectnniog the govern- 

ment of England, and re-eftab lifhing the houfe of Lan- 
cafter. No animofity was ever greater than that which 
had long prevailed between that houfe and the earl. of 
Warwic: His father had been executed by orders from 
Margaret: He himfelf had twice reduced Henry to cap- 


n Comines, liv, 3, chap, 4. Hall, fol, 205, e Polyd, Virgs 
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C HA P. tivity, had banifhed the ei had put to death all.thei? 
imoft zealous partizans either in the field or on the feaf- 
1470. fold, and had clams? innumerable ills to that un-= 

happy family. For this reafon, believirg that fuch 


inveterate rancour could never admit of any cordial re- 
conciliation, he had not mentioned Henry’s name, when 
he took arms againft Edward ; and he rather endeavoured 


11 
i 


to prevail by means of his own ad plea than revive a 


party, which he fincerely hated. ut his prefent di- 


ftrefles and the entreaties of bene made him hearken 


to terms of accommodation ; and Margaret being fent 
for from Angers; where fhe then refided, an agreement 
was from cOmmon intereft foon concluded between. them. 
Tt was ftipulated, that Warwic fhould efpoufe the caufe 
ef Henry, and endeavour to reftore him to liberty and 
to re-eftablifh him on the throne; that the adminiftra- 
tion of the government, during the minority of young 
Edward, Henry’s fon, fhould be entrufted conjointly to 
the earl of Warwic and the duke of Clarence; that 


= 


prince Edward fhould marry the lady Anne, fecond 


Le 
ct 


daughter of that nobleman ; and that the crown, in café 
of the fa‘lure of male iffue in that prince, fhould de- 
fcend to the duke of Clarence, to the entire edtees of 
king Edward and his pofterity. Never was confederacy, 
on all fides, lefs natural or more evidently the work of 
neceflity: But Warwic hoped, that all former paffions 
of the Lancaftrians might be loft in prefent political 
ews ; and that at worft, the independant power of his 


V 
family, andthe affections of the people, would fuffice to 
7 1a -k 
ic it 


rive him fecurity, and enable him to exaét the full per- 


he conditions agreed on. “The marriage 


lward with the | lady Anne was immediately 


n France, 


AS 


célebrated 
EDWARD reafonably forefaw, that it would be eafy to 
diflolve an allianee, Sine ed of fuch difcordant parts. 
For 


Pd Se aa 
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For Yhis purpofe, he fent over a lady of great fagacity C 
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and addrefe,; who belonged to the train of the dutchefs of — oy 


Clarence, and who, under colour of attending her mi- 
ftrefs, was empowered to negociate with the duke, and 
to renew the connexions of that prince with his own 
family *. She reprefented to Clarence, that he had un- 
warily, to his own ruin, become the inftrument of War- 
wic’s vengeance, and had thrown himfelf entirely in the 
power of his moft inveterate enemies; that the’ mortal 
injuries, which the one royal family had fuffered from 
the other, were now paft all forgivenefs, and no imagi- 
nary union of interefts could ever fuffice to obliterate 
them; that even if the leaders were willing to forget 
paft offences, the animofity of their adherents would pre- 
vent a fincere coalition of parties, and would, in fpite 
of all temporary and verbal agreements, preferve an 
eternal oppofition of meafures between them; and that a 
prince, who deferted his own kindred, and joined the 
murderers of his father, left himfelf fingle, without 
friends, without protection, and would not, when mis- 
fortunes inevitably fell upon him, be fo much as entitled 
to any pity or regard from the reft of mankind. Cla- 
rence was only one and twenty years of age, and feems 
to have pofleffed but a flender capacity; yet could he 
eafily fee the force of thefe reafons ; and upon the pro- 
mife of forgivene{s from his brother, he fecretly engaged, 
on a favourable opportunity, to defert the earl of War- 
wic, and. abandon the Lancaftrian party. 

Durinc this negociation, Warwic was fecretly carry- 
ing on a correfpondence of the fame nature with his 
brother, the marquefs of Montague, who was entirely 
trufted by Edward ; and like motives produced a like re- 
folution in that nobleman. The marquefs alfo, that he 
might render the projected blow the more deadly and 


P Comines, liv, 3. chap. § Hall, fol, 207, Holingthed, p, 675- 
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XXil. 


j 
1 


‘ opportunity for committing hzs perfidy, and ftill to main< 


1470, 


September. 
Warwic and 
Clarence re- 
torn. 


tain the appearance of being a zealous adherent to the 
houfe of York. 

ArrerR thefe mutual fnares were thus carefully laid, 
the decifion of the quarrel advanced apace. Lewis pre- 
pared a fleet to efcort the earl of Warwic, and offered 
him. a fupply of men and-money 1. The duke of Bur- 
gundy,’ on the other hand, enraged at that nobleman for 
his feizure of the Flemifh fhips before Calais, and anxi- 
ous to fupport the reigning family in England, with 
whom his own interefts were now connected, fitted out 4 
larger fleet, with which he guarded the Channel ; and he 
inceflantly warned his brother-in-law of the imminent 
perils, to which he was expofed: But Edward, though 
always brave and often active, had little forefight or 
penetration. He was not fenfible of his danger: He 
made no {fuitable ‘preparations againft the earl of War 
wic ': He even faid, that the duke might fpare himfelf 
the trouble of guarding the feas, and that he withed for 
nothing more than to fee Warwic fet foot on Engliffi 
ground *. A yain confidence in his own prowels; 
joined to the immoderate love of pleafure, had made him 
incapable of all found reafon and refle&tion. 

THE event foon happened, of which Edward feemed 
fo defirous. A ftorm difperfed the Flemith navy, and 
left the feas open to Warwict: That nobleman feized 
the opportunity, and fetting fail, quickly landed at 
Dartmouth, with the duke of Clarence; the earls of Ox- 
ford and Pembroke, and a fmall body of troops ; while 
the king was in the north, engaged in fuppreffing an in- 
furrection, which had been. raifed by lord Fitz-Hugh; 


q Comints, liv. 3. chap. 4, Hall, fol. 207, r Grafton, p. 687, 

5 Comines, liv. 3, chap. 5, Hall, fol, 208, t Comines, liv, 4. 
chap. 5. 
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brother-in-law to Warwic. . The fcene,- which enfues, C H A P, 


refembles more the fiction of a poem or romance than an 
event in true hiftory, The prodigious popularity of 
Warwic ", the zeal of the Lancaftrian party, the {pirit 
of difcontent with which many were infected, and the 
general inftability of the Englifh nation, occafioned by 
the late frequent revolutions, drew fuch multitudes to his 
ftandard, that, in a very few days, his army amounted 
to fixty thoufand men, and was continually encreafing. 
Edward haftened fouthwards to encounter him ; and the 
two armies approached each other near Nottingham, 
where a decifive ation was every. hour expected. The 
rapidity of Warwic’s progrefs had incapacitated the duke 
of Clarence from >xecuting his plan of treachery ; and 
the marquefs of Montague had here the opportunity of 
ftriking the fir blow. He communicated the defign to 
his adherents, who promifed him their concurrence : 
They took to arms in the night-time, and haftened with 
loud acclamations to Edward’s quarters: The king 
was alarmed at the noife, and ftarting from bed, heard 
the cry of war, ufually employed by the Lancaftrian 
party. Lord Haftings, 

of the danger, and u 


is chamberlain, informed him 


him to make his efcane by 
P, 


fpeedy flight from an army, 


cealed enemies, and where fey 
to his fervice. He had juit 


4 1 horfeback .and 
et on Horiepack, and 


to hurry with a fmall retinue to Lynne 
where he luckily found fome thi 
which he inftantly ex 


the earl of Warwic, in no longer {pace than eleven d: 
> ) i 

after his firft landing, was left entire mafter of the king- 

dom. 
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CH A P. war both with France and England; and jome fhips of 


X XII. 


L—-—w thefe people, hovering on the E1 


1470. 


olifli coaft, efpied the 
king’s veflels, and gave chace to them; nof was it with- 
out extreme difficulty that he made His ejcape into the 
port of Alemaer in Holland. He had fled from England 
with fuch precipitation, that he had carried nothing of 
value along with him; and the only reward, which he 
could beftow on the captain of the veffel that brought 
him over, was a robe lined with fables ; promifing him 
an ample recompence, if fortune fhould ever become 
more propitious to him *. 

Ir is not likely, that Edward could be very fond o¢ 
prefenting himfelf in this lamentable condition before the 
duke of Burgundy; and that having fo fuddenly, after 
his mighty vaunts, loft all footing in his own kingdom, 
he could be infenfible to the ridicule which muft attend 
him in the eyes of that prince. “The duke, on his parts 
was no jets embarrafled how he fhould receive the de- 
throned monarch. As he had ever borne a greater af- 
ection to the houfe of Lancafter than to that of York, 
nothing but ‘political views had engaged him to contract 

alliance with the latter 


wes ter; and he eee that pro- 
bably the revolution in England would now turn this 


alliance againft him, and rerider the reigning family his 
implacable and jealous enemy. For alts eee when 


the firft rumour of that event reached him, ed with 
med rather 


sikeiai with the cataftrophe ; and it was ne agreeable dif- 


the circumftance of Edward’s death, he fee 


appointment to find, that he muft either underg 


burthen of fupporting an exiled prince,. o: the difhonour 


cf a ta 2 valatinr 7 
of abandoning fo neararelation, He began 


fay, that his connexions were with the kin 
j> 


1 gee : Poe et : 
land, not with the king; and it wa 


> 
whether the na Edward or th: 
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employed in th2 articles of treaty. Thefe fentiments were C = 
continually ftreagthened by the fubfequent events. Vaucler, ; 
the deputy governor of Calais, though he had been con= 747% 
firmed in his command by Edward, and had even received 
a penfion from the duke of Bure gundy on account of his 
fidelity to the cown, no fooner faw his old mafter, War- 
wic, reinftated in authority, than he declared for him, 
and with great demonftrations of zeal and attachment, 
put the whole yarrifon in his livery. And the intelli- 
gence, which the duke received every day from England, 
feemed to promife an entire and full fettlement = the 
family of Lancifter. 

IMMEDIATELY after Edward’s flight had left the k <iNg~ tHe 
dom at Warwe’s difpofal, that nobleman haft ened ¢ 


London ; and taking Henry from his confinement in the 
Tower, into which he himfelf had been the chief cauf 


lic 


of throwing him, he proclaimed him king with great 
folemnity. A parliament was fummoned, in the name 
of that prince, to meet at Weftminfter ;, and as this 
aflembly could pretend to no liberty, while furrounded 
by fuch enraged and infolent victors, governed by fuch 
an impetuous fpirit as Warwic, their votes were entirely 
dictated by the ruling fa@tion, The tr eaty with Mar- 
garet was here fully executed: Henry was recognized as 
lawful king; but his incapacity for government being 
avowed, the regency was entrufted to Warwic and Cla- 
rence till the majority of prince Edward ; and in default 
of that prince’s iffue, Clarence was declared fucceffor to 
the crown. The ufual bufinefs alfo of reverfals went on 
Without oppofition : prety ftatute, made during the reign 
of Edward, was repealed ; that prince was declared to 
be an ufurper; 1¢ and his adherents were atta ainted; and 
in particular, Rich pare, duke of Glocefter, his younger 
brother: All the attainders of the Lancaftri: ins, the a 
of Somerfet and Exeter, the earls of Richmond, Pem- 

R 2 broke, 
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> Oxford, and Ormond, were reverfed; and every 


one was reftored, who had Joft either honours or fortune, 
14708 by his fe adherence to the caufe of Henry. 

TH! g party were more eae in their execu- 
tions, than was ufual after any revolution during thofe 
violent The only victim of diftinction was John 
Tibetst, earl of Worcefter. ‘This accomplifhed perfon, 
born here the nobility valued 


vilege, and left learn- 
for whom ind a the 
beft fitted, had 


true {cience, sie be- 


been ftruck with the fi 


wan to penetrate from the fout th, and had been zealous, 


rate the love of 
lifhed countrymen. It is pretend- 


uced, on this nobleman 


uly attends it, of hu- 
and foftening the heart ¥; and that 
ft him, by the fe- 
upon them, during the pre- 
He endeavoured to conceal 
lward ; but was caught on 

eybridge, was con- 
the earl of Oxford, con- 
the other confiderable 
fea, or-took sas in fan@u- 
tical privileges afforded them 


yn. In Lit 


mndon alone, it is computed, that no 


ETiONS 1ave 


2.000 elves in this manner 73 


and among the reft, ‘d’s queen, who was there 


delivered of a fon, nis father’s name*. 
QuEE garet, the other rival queen, had not yet 
appeared in England, but on receiving intelligence of 
¥ Hall, f + 422. z Comines, liv. 3. chap. 7+ 
Hall, p» 423. Holingfhed, p, 677+ Grafton, 
P 690. 


3 Warwic’s 
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Warwic’s fuccefs, was preparing with prince Edward? 


for her journey. All the banifhed Lancaftrians fi 


to her ; and among the reft, the duke of Soi 


of the duke beheaded after the battle of Hexham. This 
nobleman, who had long been regarded as the head of 


the party, had fled into the Low ae on the dif- 


ds; and as he concealed his name 


comfiture of his 


and quality, he had 


gence. Philip de Comines 
faw him, as well as the duke 


no better than that of a comme 


covered by Philip duke 


penfions allotted them, and were living in filence and 
ob{curity, when the fuccefs of their party calle 
from their retreat. But both Somerf 
were detained by contrary winds fro 
land's, till a new revolution in that igs 
fudden and furp 
to greater mifery than that from which they had juft 
emerged, 

TuouGu the duke of Burgundy, by neglecting. Ed- 
ward, and paying court to the eftablifhed government, 
ate the friendfhip of the Lan- 


o than the former, threw them in- 


>| 


had endeavoured to conc 
caftrians, he found that he had not fucceeded to his 
wifh ; and the connexions between the king of France 
and the earl of Warwic, ftill held him in great-anxiety@, 
This nobleman, too haftily regarding Charles as a de- 
termined enemy, had fent over to Calais a body of 4000 


1V5 


men, who made inroads on the Low Countries ©; and 
the duke of Burgundy faw himfelf in danger of being 
oppreffed by the united arms of England and of France. 


He refolved therefore to grant fome afiftance to his 


brother-in-law ; but in fuch a covert manner, as fhould 


b Liv. 3. chap. 4. ¢ Grafton, p. 692+. Polyd, Virg, p. 522. 
@ Hall, fol. 205. © Comines, liv, 3. chap, © 
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« give the leaft offence poffible to the Englith government, 


‘ He equipped four large veflels, in the name of fome pri- 


3471, 


25thMarch, 


Ed vard lV. 


yeturns, 


vate merchants, at Terveer in Zealand; and caufing 
fourteen fhips to be fecretly hired from the Eafterlings, 
he delivered this {mall fquadron to Edward, who, receiy- 
ing alfo a fum of money from the duke, immediately fet 


fail for England. No fooner was Charles informed of 


his departure, than he iffued a proclamation inhibiting 
all h from giving him countenance or aflift- 


'; an artifice which could not deccive the earl of 


ic, but which ‘might ferve as a decent pretence, if 
that nobleman were fo difpofed, for maintaining friend- 
hip with the duke of Burgundy, 

EDWARD, impatient to take revenge‘on his enemies, 
and to recover his loft authority, made an attempt to land 


sh exceeded not 2000 men, on the 
coaft of Norfolk; but being there repulfed, he failed 
northwards, and difembarked at Ravenfpur in York- 


fhire. Finding, that the new magiftrates, who had been 
appointed by the earl of Warwic, kept the people 
every where from joining him, he pretended, and even 
made oath, that he came not to challenge the crown, 
only the inheri 


' the houfe of York, which of 
ht belonged to him, and that he did not intend to 
ifé a civil war in the kingdom. His partizans every 
locked to his ftar 


td: He was admitted into 
the cityof York: And he was foon in fuch a fituation, 


yo pba jc aieg ee ae aa ; 
him hopes of fucceedine in all his claims ie 


The marquis of Montague commanded i 


Se {a | Bila ot me mM 
ties ; but from fome my 


it hs mus reafons, 
is Many other important tranfacHons in 
> Hiitorian has cleared up, he totally ne eclect- 
ings of an jangreeion. which i ought 


fo formidable. Warwic affembled an 


f Comines, liy 3. chap. §, 
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army at Leicefter, with an intention of meeting and of 


giving battle to the enemy; but Edward, by taking an- 
y3 os <P 


other road, paffed him unmolefted, and prefented himfelf 
before thé gates of London. Had he here been refufed 
admittance, he was totally undone: But there were many 
reafons, which inclined the citizens to. favour him. 
His numerous friends, ifluing from their fanctuaries, 
were active in his caufe; many rieh merchants, who had 
formerly lent him money, faw no other chance for their 
payment but his reftoration; the city-dames, who had 
been liberal of their favours to him, and who ftill re- 
tained an affection, for this young and gallante prince, 
fwayed their hufbands and friends in his favour & ; and 
above all, the archbifhop. of York, Warwic’s brother, 
to. whom the care of the city was committed, had 


1471» 


fecretly, from unknown reafons, entered into a Corre- yyth April. 


fpondence with him; and he facilitated Edward’s admif- 
fion into, London, The moft likely caufe, which can 
be affigned for thofe multiplied infidelities, even in the 
family of Nevil itfelf, is the fpirit of faction, which, 
when. it becomes.inveterate, it is very difficult for any man 
entirely to fhake off. Thefe perfons, who had long diftin- 
guifhed. themfelves in, the York party, were unable to 
aét. with.zeal and. cordiality. for the fupport of the Lan- 
caftrians; and they were inclined Py any profpect of fa- 


4 


> 


vour or accommodation offered them by Edward, to return 
to their ancient connexions. Bowes er this may.be, Ed- 

ward’s entrance into, London, made him mafter not only 
of that rich and Roweriy city, but alfo. of th 


fon of Henry, who, deftined to be the perpetua il fport 


of fortune, thus fell again into the hands 
mies *. 

Ir appears not, that, Warwic, during his fhort admi- 
niftration, which. had continued only fix months, had 


& Comines, liv, 3. chap. 7+ b Grafton, pe 703» 


R4 been 


ami tbiait - 


dat £65 lofe th ur, with which he had 


Imed Edward. But this prince; who was 


= 


always attend the 
many advantaces 


above his pe! by that 


waal aa 
Zeal an 


ed in the 


had entertained from Warwic’s elevation, either became a 
cool friend, or an open enemy to that nobleman; and each 


» proved an acceffion to 


therefore, found ‘himfelf in 


ae : 
a condition to fac 


farwic’; who, being re~ 
the duke of Clarence, and his 
Viontague, took poft at Barnet, 
of London, roars arrival of 


iD i am ae | 
inrorcea f 


brother the 1 


in the neishbou 


i very con- 


3 “Fey 
yroved a motive to the earl] rather to hurry ona 


ecilive action, than to fhare the victory with rivals and 


ient enemies, who, he OrEIaW, would, in cafe of fuc- 


tor 1 Ke 
éis Ccilaim the chi 
Cts, Ciaim the Ci 


dangerous infidelity of friends, who lay the 
bofom. His *, Montage who had 


} how to have remained fincerely 


} ° ey a 
> inte 


tercits of his family : 3ut his fon-in- 


lately temporized 


wee 
him by every tie of honour and 


} gratitude, though he fhared the power of the regency, 
| } + . 1 . . 4 z 
though he had been invefted by Warwic in all the ho- 


oufe of York, refolved to 


hours and ] 


fulfil 


fulfil the fecret 


taken with his brother, and to fupport the interefts of 


in the night-t 


own family : 


and carried over 


and as he 


Warwic was now too far adva: 
P ; 
ll terms of peace offered him by 


; } 
vas obliacd to hazard a genera 


yi wara 
Edward 


engas 


— 


1 


4th Apri 
Baitle ot 


Barnet 


both fides: “The two armi 


and 


death « 


exerted uncommon 


J 
eH AP MaehS 
Nn acciaene 


gest tS aes : 
mained lone undecided between then 


cuifh them, the earl of f Oxford, wh 


1 it C4, 7 na { ne = Trak werd ee 
on the fide of the Lancaftrians, was, by mittake 

re ] harsana use tha fold Ae he 
by his friends, and chaced off the field of t 


wic, contrary to his more ufual practice, engaged that 
day on foot, refolying to fhow his army, that he meant to 
fhare every fortune with them; and he was flain in the 
Hi 


acement™: 
Nene 


thickeft of the en; s brother underwent the 


fame fate: And as Ed ued orders not to give 


any quarter, a orea ifti ingui ifhed fle audhter was 


3 
& 
=) 
= 
ple 
o 
i 
rt 
J 
ae | 


s ee | 4 
ere fell about 1500 on the fide 


queen Margaret and her fon, now about eighteen years of face, 


hopes, landed at Weymouth, 


and a young prince of ¢ 
ll body of French*forces.. When this 


fupported by a fn 


C 


princefs received intelligence of her hufband’ 


3 Captivity, 


and of the defeat and death of the earl of Warwic, her 


courage, which had fupported her under fo many difaf- 


k Grafton, p. joo. Comines, liv, 3. chap. 7, Leland’s colleét. vol. 
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her; and fhe immediately 
nfequences of this calamity. She 
; but be- 


of Tudor, a of Pem- 


r of Beaulieu P 


of pee onfhire, of the lords 
ther men of rank, who ex- 


refumed her for- 
the utmoft the 


anced, through, the 


defend to 


, and Gloce pe encreafing 
but was at laft overtaken 
urd, at faa on 


5 


arch; . 


r m 
¥Y 5 Mat 


The L Lancaftri ijans were here 
and lord Wen- 


Geverne 
oeverne. 
r 


om 1 
i ne earti 


the Somerfet, and 
er perfons of “ines having taken 


1, dragged out, and 
100 of their fide fell in 


ly difperfeds 


> 
y behe: adéd : About 


>: And the: 


taken prifoners, 
ince, after an 
dominions? 

birth than 


r ne 
JT tune, 


came thither to 


the ee into as next 


atched him with their d aggers 9 


intothe Lower: 


nement a few days af 


wath: 
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Teukefbury ; but whether he died a natural or violent | 3 Lae 
death is uncertain. It is pretended, and was generally Uw 
believed, that the duke of Glocefter killed him with his 2477 ne 
own hands': But the univerfal odium, which that prince Heary VI. 
had incurred, inclined perhaps the nation to aggravate his 

crimes without any fufficient authority. It is certain, 
however, that Henry’s death was fudden ; and though he 

laboured before under an ill ftate of. healt ss this circum- 

ftance, joined to the general manners of the age, gave a 

natural ground of fufj cion; which was rather increafed 


than die-sriithed. by the pa ee of his body to public 


view. ‘That precaution ferved only to recal many fimi- 
lar inflances in the Englifh hiftory, and to fuggeft the 


comparifon, 

At the hopes of the houfe of Lancafter feemed, now 
to be utterly extinguifhed. Every legitimate prince of 
that family was dead: Almoft every great leader of the 
party had. perifhed in battle or on the feaffold: The 
éarl of Pembroke, who was levying forces in Wales, dif- 
banded his army, when he received intelligence of the 

battle of Teukefbury ; and he fled into Britanny with his 
nephew, the young earl of Richmond’. ‘The baftard 
of Falconberg, who had levied fome forces, and a 
to London during Edward’s abfence, was ay ; his 
men deferted him ; he was taken prifoner and fdcaalliaeely 
executed : And peace being now fully reftored to the gn oop; 
nation, a parliament was fummoned, which ratified, as 
ufual, all the acts of the victor, and recognized his legal 
authority. 

Bur this prince, who had been fo firm, and adtive, and 
intrepid during the courfe of adverfity, was ftill unable 
to refift the allurements of a profperous fortune ; and. he 


* Comines, Hall, fol. 223, Grafton, p. 703+ s Habingtony 
P: 454. Polyd. Virg. p. 531. t Hollinghhed, p. 689, 690, 693 
Hift, Croyl, cont. p. g54 
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wholly devoted himfeif, as before, to pleafure and amufe- 


mafter of his kingdom, 


nent, after he became entiré 
Bae, 

e him anxiety 
gay and in- 


re vof fife: and bie his safe. familiar ma 
snfive courfe of life, and by his eafy, familiar man- 


sularity, sinals it is natural to imagine, he 


y the repeated cruelties exercifed upon his ene- 


and the example alfo of his jovial feftivity ferved 
the former acrimony of faction among his fub- 


jects, and to reftore the focial difpofition, which had been 


interrupted between the oppofite parts. All 


to be f as refent 


‘ully fatished with 


ind the memory of paft calamities ferved only to 


imprefs the people more ftron 


legiance, and with the refolution of never incurring any 


more the hazard of renewing fuch direful fcenes. 


But while the sa ing was thus indulging himfelf in plea- 


fure, 


ion, had made him 
covet. Though he deemed himfelf little beholden to the 


duke of Br 


undy, for the reception which that prince 
n during his 
ned { 


them; and they agreed to unite their 


had given ", the political intereft of 


till a clofe connection between 


their ftates maint 


1 


powerful invafion on France. A leas 
which Edward ftipulated to pafs the feas with an army, 


and to invade the French terri- 


2d to join him with all his forces : 


‘The king was to challenge the crown of France, and fo 


; Teste croulancn ot Mae > and Grureaaee 
obtain at uit the provinces of Normal! ady and Guienn 
he duke was to acquire Champaigne and fome other 


all his dominions from the burthen 


« Comines, liv, 3. che 


of 


of homage to the crown of France: 
was to make peace without the confen 


‘They were the more encouraged to hope for 


Pal . gS ame 


. 1 Om Qh. + +a 
this league, as the count of St. Pol, comitabie 


who was mafter of St. intin, and other towns on 


mA x 
aliitance 5 and 


Somme, had fecretly promifed them hi 


there were alfo hopes of eng 2 of Britanny 


to enter into the con 


THE 


1C h War was 


tenth of rents, or t 
have been very inaccurately levied, fince it produced only 
added to this fupply. a whole 


31,460 pounds; and t 
fifteenth, and three quar 


rt 
U 


ers of another *: But as the king 


deemed thefe fums ftill unequal to the undertaking, he 


attempted to levy money by way of demevolence 3 a kind of 
i Richard I]. 


mer times, and 


e€xaction, which, 


had fearcely ever been practifed 


which, though the confent of the 


; was pretended 


to be gained, could not be deemed entirely voluntary ¥, 


ary grant, fhow 


is refpect. The 


near two years and ; lait, < £ 
+ 1] + 
a practice not very uiual at time in 
England, 
Ww Rymer, 6, 807, 208, &cs 
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| c HA P. Tue king paffed over to Calais with an army of 1900 
| XXII. % 


t—,—) men at arms, and 1§000 archers; attended by all the 
Pie 5a chief nobility of England, who; prognofticating future 
France,  fuccefles from the paft, were eager to appear on this great 
theatre of honour 7, But all their fanguine hopes were 
damped, when they found, on entering the French terri- 
tories, that neither did the conftable open his gates to 
them, nor the duke of Burgundy bring them the fmalleft 
affiftance. That prince, tranfported by his ardent tem- 
per, had carried all his armies to a great diftarice, and 
had employed them in wars on the frontiers of Germany, 
and againft the duke of Lorrain: And though he came in 
perfon to Edward, and endeavoured to apologize for this 
breach of treaty; there was no profpeét that they would 


be able this campaign to make a conjunction with the 
Englith. This circumftance gave great difguft to the 
King, and inclined him to hearken to thofe advances, 
which Lewis continually made him for an accémmoda- 
tion. 

THAT monarch, more fwayed by political views than 
by the point of honour, deemed no fubmiffions too mean, 
which might free him from enemies, who had proved fo 

formidable to his predeceflors, and who, united to fo 
many other enemies, might ftill fhake the well-eftablithed 
government of France. It appears from Comines, that 
difcipline was, at this time, very imperfect among the 
Enelith ; and that their civil wars, though long’ conti- 
nued, yet, being always decided by hafty battles, had fill 
feft them ignorant of the improvements, which the mili- 
tary art was beginning to receive upon the continent *, 
Ht But as Lewis was fenfible, that the warlike genius of the 


2 Comines, liv. 4, chap. 5. This author fays, (chap. rx.) that the king 
artfully brought over fome of the richeft of bis fubje&ts, who, he knew, 
if would be foon tired of the war, and would Promote all propofals of peace, 
: which, he forefaw, would be foon neceffary, 

4 Comines, liv, 4. chap. Se 


people 
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people would foon render them excellent foldiers, he was ¢ 
far from defpifing them for their prefent want of experi- 
ence; and he employed ail his art to detach them 


i tre 
tl iit 


the alliance of Burgundy. When Edward fent him 
a herald to claim the crown of a. nd to carry him 
a defiance in cafe of refufal ; fo far from anfwering to this 
bravado in like haughty terms, he replied with great tem- 
per, and even made the herald a confiderable prefent? : 


He took afterwards an apportunity of fending a herald to 


the Englifh camp; and having en him direétions to 


apply to the lords Stanley and Howard, who, he heard, 
were friends to peace, he defired the good offices of thefe 29t2 Avg: 
noblemea in promoting an accommodation with 


maiter*. As Edward was now fallen into like difpofi- 
tions, a truce was foon concluded on terms more eons 
tageous than honourable to Lewis. He ftipulated to pay 


1" 


Edward immediately 75,000 crowns, on condition that 


he fhould withdraw his army from France, and promifed 


to pay him 50,000 c1 


year during their joint lives : 


It was added, that the dauphin, alice of age, fhould “ae = 
ae Ss ecquigny 
marry Edward’s eldeft daughter“. In order to ratify this 


treaty, the two monarchs agreed to have a perfonal inter- 


view; and for = purpofe, fuitable preparations were 


made 2 at Pees uigni near Amiens: A clofe rail was drawn 


arger intervals’ than 


83 a precaution againft a 


befel the duke of Bur- 


27 ¢ Cominag, liv, 4« 
© Comines, liv. 4. 


Lewis 


BIS POR YO BeEING LANE, 


ious not only to gain the king’s friend- 


but alfo that of the nation, and of all the confider- 


1 court. He beftowed penfions, 


to the amount of 16,000 crowns a year, on feveral of the 


Ly 


king’s favourites ; on lord Haftings two thoufand crowns; 
on lord Howard and others in’ proportion; and thefe 


sreat minifters were not afhamed thus to receive wages 


Prey 


from a foreign prince f. As the two armies, after the 


conclufion of the truce, remained fome time in the neigh- 
bourhood. of each other, the Englifh were not only ad- 
mitted freely into Amiens, where Lewis refided, but had 
alfo their charges defrayed, and had ‘wine and victuals 
furnifhed them in every inn, without any payment’s be- 
ing demanded. ‘They flocked thither in fuch multitudes, 
that once above nine thoufand of them were in the town, 


> made then 


ifelves mafters of the king’s 


concluding from their jovial and 
f living, that they cnt 10 bad inten- 
not to betray the leaft fign of fear or 


tions, was ca 


jealoufy. And when Ed swat informed of this diforder, 
defi 


him to fhut the gates againft them ; he replied, 
that he would never aerce to exclude the E ng lith from the 


he refided ; but that Edwa pve if he pleafed, 


recall them, and place his own officers at the gates 


miens to prevent their returning 8, 


Pp 
Lerwis’s defire of confirm 


ing a mutual amity with Eng- 


xed him even to m 


land, eng 


imprudent advances, 
which coft him afterwards fome pains to evade. In the 
conference at Pecqui iont, he had faid to Edward, that he 
wifhed to have a vifit from him at Paris; that he would there 
endeavour to amufe him with the teas and that, in 
cafe any oe were then committed, he would affign 
him the cardinal of Bourbon for confeffor, who, from 


fello 


eebie Gaia not be over and above fevere in the 


y 


F Hall, fol. 235, 5 Comines, liv, 4, chap, 9, Hall, fol. 233. 


penances 


wv ae Ra D Ty 
. : 5 
penances ch he would enjoin. eC I 
leeper impreffion than Lewis intended. Ho "i 
who accompanied him back to told him, ia con 14 
fidence, that, if he were fo difpo! t would not be 


poffible to perf ade lward to take a 101 1e¥Y with him to 


Paris, where they might mak rry together 


pretended at firft not to he 


repeating it, he expre 


pre 
the duke of Burgundy wot 


his roya do 

«¢ Edward,” {aid he, privately to Comines, ‘* is a very 
*¢ handfome and a very lady at 
*¢ Paris may like him as nd may 


invite him to return in 
“< ter that the fea be between us 


Tis treaty did very little honour to either of t! 


monarchs: It difcovered the i 


had taken his meafures fo ill with Ss, as to 


obliged; after fuch expenfive preparations, to return with- 
out making driy acquifitions, adequate to them: It 
fhowed the want of dignity in Lewis, who, rather than 


run the hazard of a battle; agreed to fubject his kingdom 


to a tribute, and thus ackiiowledge the: fuperiority of a 


1 


rer anu te 


neighbouring prince; poffefied of lefs por 
mets g : 
than himfelf. But as Lewis made intereft the fole teft of 


honour, he thought, that all the advaiit 


were on his fide; and that he had over-reach 


by fendine him out of Frarice on fuch eafy termsi Fot 


this reafon; he was very folicitous to co 


and he ftrictly enjoined his courtiers 
the Enelith the leaft fign of mo 


he did not himfelf very carefully obt 


a rule: He could not fo: 


h Camines, liv. 4. chap. 16. Habington, p, 469. 
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) was overheard by a Gafcon, who Be fettled in England. 


tages in his own country, as 


ENGLAND. 


of Edward and his council ; when he perceived, that he 


rl 
it 


e was immediately fenfible of indifcretion ; fent a 


m fuch adyan- 


re to the gentleman ; and aes 


1 him to remain in 


It is but jufi, faid he, that I pay the penalty of my 


Fue moft honourable 


Lewis’s treaty with Ed- 


ward was the ftipulation for the liberty of queen Mar- 
who, after the death of her hufband and 

fon fhe could no longer be formidable to government, was 
pee a cuftody by Edward. Lewi paid fifty 


thoufand crowns for her ranfom ; and that princefs, who 


re oa 
Ul LILI 


rid, and te had 
ed the remainder 
ll the year 1482, 


An admiral 


princefs, but more illuf- 
trious by her undaunted fpirit in adverfity, than by her 


jhe feems neither to have en- 


knefles of 


tainted with the ferocity, as 


of that barbarous age, in 


little reafon to be fatisfied 


ly, he referved 


to that prince a power of accedin 


; ° Den 
to the treaty of Pec- 


anion-«- aut eharle =A ea: Reames Sava'> peptone 
quigni: But \haries, when the oiter was made almy 


pued, that he was able to fupport hiinfelf 


ance of England, and that he would make 


vith Lewis, till three months after Edward’s 
his own country. ‘This prince poffeffed all 


mn and courage of a conqueror ; but being de- 


fective in policy and prudence, qualities no lefs effential; 
he was unfortunate in all his enterprizes ; and perithed 


i Comines, liv, 3. 


defpifed, and who, though 
been in a manner overlooked in thé 


} 
he year 1 
the year 77> 


rope. ‘This event, which happenex y 
produced a great alteration i in the views of all the princes, 
and was attended with confequences which were felt for 
many generations, Charles left only one 
Mary, by his firft wife; and this pri 
of bis opulent and extenfive dominions, was cour 


by all the potentates of Chriftendom, who conte 


for the pofleffion of fo rich a prize. Lewis, — 


of her family, might, by a proper application, 


obtained this match for the dauphin, and have thereby 
united to the crown of France all the provinces of the 


Low Countries, together with Burg 


Picardy ; which would at 


teh for all 


dom. an oyern 
wholly interefted is as rare as one entirely 
Lewis, though impregnable to 


7; and 


the oppoli te qua lit 


F 


ts of generofity and friendfhip, was, on 


all the fentime 


fares 


ried from the road of tr 


this occafion, car 
paffions of animofity and revenge 
deep a hatred of the houfe of Bu 


chofe to fubdue the princefs by ar 


cp 


his family by marriage : He conquered the dutchy of Bur- 


gundy and that part of Picardy, which had been ceded 


: 
he 


od by the treaty of Arras: But 


to Philip the Gox 
the ftates of 


" foverei 


ther lands to be ftow th ell 


N 


ximilian of Auftria, fon of the emperor, 


marriage on 
Frederic, from whom 
France loft the 


prefent ¢ les : 


. ) ae | } 14 < 4 alin 
Opportunity, which fhe never could rec > of marcing 


that important acquifition of power and territory. 
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Durine this interefting crifis, Edward was no lefs 
defective in policy, and was no lefs a€tuated by private 
paffions, unworthy of a fovereign and a ftatefman. Jea- 
loufy of his brother, Clarence, had caufed him to neglect 
the advances which were made of sist that prince, 
now a widower, to the heirefs of Burgundy '; and he fent 
her propofals of efpoufing Acithcoy earl of Rivers, bro- 
ther to his queen, who ftill retained an entire afcendant 
over him. But the match was rejected with difdain ™; 
and Edward, refenting this treatment of his brother-in- 
law, permitted France to proceed without int erruption in 
her conquefts over his. defencelefs ally. Any pretence 


fufficed him fora vi mnie: himfelf entirely to indolence 
and i were now become his ruling paffions. 
The only which divided his a was the 
improving of the public revenue, W hich had been dila- 


pidated by the neceflities or negligence of his : predenell ; 


and fome of his expedients for that purpofe, though un- 


known to us, were deemed the time, oppreflive 


> 
to the people. The € tail ivate wrongs naturally 
y; butan ad of tyranny, of 


which Edward was guilty in his own family, has been 


efcapes the notice of hitt 


taken notice of by all writers, and has met with general 
and deferved cenfure. 

Tue duke of Clarence, by all his fervices in deferting 
Warwic, had never been able to regain the king’s friend- 
fhip, which he had forfeited by his former confederacy 
with that nobleman. He was ftill regarded at court as 4 
and a fickle charaéter ; and the im- 


man of a dangerous 
prudent opennefs and violence of his temper, though it 
rendered him much lefs dangerous, tended extremely to 


‘multiply his enemies, and to enrage them againtt him. 


Among thefe, he had had the misfortune to give difplea- 


1 Pc Hall, fol, 240. Hollingfhed, p, 703, Habington, ps 
4°4. Grafton, Ps 7426 m Hall, fol. 240. n Ibid. 24% 
Croyt. cont, pr 559 


fure 
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fure to'the queen herfelf, as well as to his brother, the 
duke of Glocefter, a prince of the deepeft policy, of the 


moft unrelenting ambition, and the leaft fcrupulous in 
the means which he employed for the attainment of his 
ends. A combination between thefe potent adverfaries 
being fecretly formed againft Clarence, it was deter. 
mined to begin by attacking his friends; in hopes, that, 
if he patiently endured this injury, his pufillanimity would 
difhonour him in the eyes of the public; if he made re- 
fiftance and expreffed refentment, his paflion would betray 
him into meafures, which might give them advantages 
againftt him. The king, hi unting one day in the park of 
Thomas Burdet of Arrow, in Warwickthire, had killed 
a white buck, which was a great favourite of the owner; 
and Burdet, vexed at the lofs, broke into a paffion, and 
wifhed the horns of the deer in the belly of the perfon, 
who had advifed the king to commit that infult upon him. 
This natural expreffion of refentment, which would have 
been overlooked or forgotten, had it fallen from any other 
perfon, was rendered criminal and capital in that gentle- 
man, by the friendfhip in which he had the misfortune to 
live with the turke of Clarence : He was tried for his anes 


him ; aad he was publicly beheaded at Tyburn for this 
ietaided offence®. About the fame time, one John 
Stacey, an owcleliaitics, much connected with the duke, 

as well as with Burdet, was expofed to a like iniquitous 
and barbarous profecution. ‘This perfon, being more 
Jearned in mathematics and aftronomy than was ufual in 
that-age, lay under the imputation of necromancy with the 

ignorant vulgar ; and the court laid hold of this popular 
rumour to effect his deftruction. He was brought to his 
trial for that imaginary crime ; many of the greateft peers 


© Habing'on, p. 475, Holingfhed, p. 703. Sir Fhomas More in Ken- 
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Cc HA P. countenanced the profecution by their prefence; he wag 
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Cw , condemned, put to the torture, ais executed P. 


1477+ 
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is alarmed, when he found 


thefe acts of tyranny exercifed on all around him: He re- 
flected on the fate of the good duke of Glocefter in th 


+} i} Pare ‘ 
the moft infamous pretences 


uction of his neareft connections, 


' a victim to the: vengeance of his ene= 
ence, inftead of fecuring his own life 


ent danger, by filence and referve, was 


aocence of his friends, 


and in e 


ty of their profecu- 


tors. The king, highly offended with his freedom, or 


him, committed him to the 


ed a parliament, and tried him for his 


the fupreme tribunal of the 


of pai a ee juftice, by 


had been con- 


and of via hing acainft 


siven orders for their 


were imputed to 


rd’s legitimacy ; 


but: he was not accufed of 


c act of treafon; and 


; gy em VB ve hata 
the truth of thefle {px 


the liberty of judgement was taken from the court, 


perfonally as his brother’s ac- 
‘ inft him, Buta fen: 
ary. 


tence of n this extraordin 


Ser rentitoahtcea 
GITCUMAC ace, Was 2a ne ceflary confequen Ce, 


in thofe ti 


by: the court or the 


foes] 
= 
~~ 
=) 
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nqnidisle oe be co Set 
und the, duke of Clarence was accord- 


ingly pronou: guilty by the peers. The houfe of 
P Hift, Croyl, cont. p, 561 q Pp 562: t Stowe, 
P> 4490+ 5 Hift, Croyl, cont. p. 562, 


commons 


Pep ewe Aa Re Te TV, 


ral 


Commons were no lefs flav bott 


and unjuft: They 
: . 


| bd f 1 J 
petitioned for the execution of the duke, and afterwards 


paffed a bill of attainder againft himt. ‘The meafures of 


age, furnifh us with exam- 


the parliament, 


a, Sag ae SEAN 
ples of a ftrange contrait of 


feruple 


freedom and fer ility: They 


it, and fometimes refufe, to the king the 


plies, the moft nece flary for the fupport of 
government, even the moft neceflary for the maintenance 
of wars, for which the nee as well as the parliament 
itfelf, expreffed great fondnefs : But they never fcruple to 
concur in the moit vehi act of injuftice or tyranny, 
which falls on any individual, however diftinouithed by, 
birth or merit. “Thefe maxims, fo ungencrous, fo op- 


pofite to all ak es of government, fo contrary 


to the pra of prefent parliaments, are very remark- 


able in all the tranfactions of the Enclifh hiftory for more 


than a century after the period in which we are now en- 
gaged. 

THE only favour, which the king granted his brother 18th Feb, 
after his condemnation, was to leave him the choice of 
his death ; and he was privately drowned in a butt of 
Malmefey in the Tower: A whimfical choice, which 
implies that he had an extraordinary paffion for that li- 
guor. The duke left two children, by the eldeft daugh- 
ter of the earl of Warwic; a fon created an earl by his 
grandfather’s title, and a daughter, afterwards countefs 
of Salifbury. Both this prince and princefs were alfo 
unfortunate in their end, and died a violent’ death; a 
fate, which, for many years, attended almoft all the de- 
fcendants ef the royal blood in Eneland. ‘There prevails 
a report, that a chief fource of the violent profecution of 
the duke of Clarence, whofe name was George, was a 
current prophecy, that the king’s fons fhould be mur- 
dered by one, the initial letter of whofe name was G". It 

t Stowe, p. 430. Hift. Croyl, cont. p. 562. 


« Hall, fol. 239, Holingfhed, p.703. Grafton, p..741. Polyd. Virg. 
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fe ignorant times, fuch a filly 


gh fc 3ut it is more proba- 

ble. that the whole ftory is the invention of a fubfequent 
period, and founded on the murder of thefe children by 
the duke of Glocefter. Comines remarks, that, at that 
>, the Enclifh never were without fome fuperftitious 


prophecy or other, by which they accounted for every 


ward’s reign terminated with the 


; where his laurcls too were extremely fullied 
1, violence, and cruelty. His fpirit feems after- 


1 7 . qiae ee 


wards to have been funk in indolence and pleafure, or his 


meafures fruftrated by imprudence and the want of 
forefight, ‘There was no object, on which he was more 
1 than to have all his daughters fettled by fplendid 


marriages,,. though moft of thefe princefles were yet in 
their infancy, and though the completion of his views, it 
was obvious, muft depend on numberlefs accidents, which 
were impoffible to be forefeen or prevented. His eldeft 
daughter, Elizabeth, was contracted to the dauphin ; his 
fecond, Cicely, to the eldeft fon of James IIT. king of 
to Philip, the eldeft fon of 


Scotland ; his third, Anne, 


Maximilian and the dutchefs of Burgundy; his fourth 
> 3 


Catharine, to John, fon and heir to Ferdinand, king of 


Arragan, and Ifabella, queen of Caftile. None of thefe 
projected marriages took place; and the king himf elf faw 
in his-life-time the rupture of the firft, that with the dau- 
nin, for which he had always difcovered a peculiar fond- 


nefs. 3 who paid no re 


rard to treaties or engage- 


ments, found his advantage in contraéling the dauphin 
g 


to the princefs Margaret, daughter of Maximilian; 
and the king, notwithftanding his indolence, prepared 


to revenge this indignity. ‘The French monarch, eml- 


endeayoured to 


Rymer, vol, xi, p» 110, 


prefents 


diftribution of 
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prefents ‘n the court of Scotland, he incited James toc on P. 
make war upon England. ‘This prince, who lived on bad y 
terms with his own nobility, and whofe force was very 145% 
unequal to the enterprize, levied an army ; but when he 

was ready to enter England, the barons, confpiring againft 

his favourites, put them to death without trial; and the 

army prefently difbanded. The duke of Glocefter, at- 

tended by the duke of Albany, James’s brother, who had 

been banifhed his country, entered Scotland at the head 

of an army, took Berwic, and obliged the Scots to accept 

of a peace, by which they refigned that fortrefs to Ed- 

ward. ‘his fuccefs emboldened the king to think more 

ferioufly of a French war; but while he was making pre- 
parations for that enterprize, he was feized with a dif- 

temper, of which he expired in the forty-fecond year of 9th April. 


: 8 : . Death and 
his age, and the twenty-third of his reign: A. prince charaéter of 


more fplendid and fhowy, than either prudent or gine Peeere Ys 
tuous ; brave, though cruel ; addicted to pleafure, though 
capable of activity in great emergencies ; and lefs fitted to 
prevent ills by wife precatitions, than to remedy them, 
after they took place, by his vigour and enterprize. Be- 
fides five daughters, this king left two fons; Edward, 
prince of Wales, his fucceflor, then’ in his thirteenth 
year, and Richard, duke of York, in his ninth, 
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tion, Naving, in a great meafure, forgot the 
} f e en x f. y 
y feuds between the two rofes, and peaceabl y ac- 
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only by fome court-intrig: 


by the aut! hority of the ki 


» being reftrained 


3 feemed hnowife to endanger 


the Jae tranquillity. Thefe intr; 


vues arofe from the 
perpetual rivalfhip between ty, 
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one confifting of 
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EDWARD 


though he had married the queen’s fifter, was 


to aé&t in fubferviency to her inclinations, and aimed ra- 4 
ther at maintaining an independant vant ence and autho- 


another 


rity. Lord Hafting 


leader of the'fame party; and as this obleman had, by 


i 


fidelity, acquired the c 
he had been able, though with fome 
himfelf < 


CO ] tay? eat + 
Howard and Stanley maintained a 


sete } 13+ sya 
init the credit of the 


two noblemen, and brought 


influence and reputation to 


barons, who had no particular dependan 
adhered to the fame intereft ; and the | 


from their natural envy againft the prevailir 


great favour to the caufe of thefe nob! 


Bur Edward knew, that, though he himfelf had been 


able to overawe t rival factions, many diforders might 
arife from their contefts during the minority of his fon; 
and he therefore took care, in his laft illnefs, to fum- 
mon together feveral of the leaders on both fides, and, 
by compofing. their ancient quarr« els, to. provide, as far 
as poffible, for the future tranquillity of the government. 
After exprefling his intentions, that his brother, the duke 
of Glocefter, then abfent in the north, fhould $e en- 
trufted with the regency, he recommended to them peace 
and unanimity during the tender years of his fon ; re+ 
h muft attend the 


ced them to 


prefented to them the dangers whic 


continuance of their animofities; and 


embrace each other with all the appearance of the moft 
cordial reconciliation. But this temporary or feigned 
agreement lafted no longer than the king’s life: He had 
no fooner expired, than the oe of the parties broke 
put afreflh; And'each of them a lied, by feparate mef~ 

“3 fages, 
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es! , quire his favour and friendfhip. 


43 


Qn 
G3. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


i P. fawes, to the duke of Glocefter, and endeavoured to ae. 


Tuts prince, during his brother’s reign, had endea- 
voured to live on good terms with both parties ; and his 
high birth, his extenfive abilities, and his great fervices, 
had enabled him to fupport himfelf without falling into a 
dependance on either. But the new fituation of affairs, 
when the fupreme power was devolved upon him, imme- 
diately changed his meafures ; and he fecretly determined 
to preferve no longer that neutrality which he had hither- 
to maintained. His exorbitant ambition, unreftrained 
by any principle either of juftice or humanity, made 
him carry his views to the pofleffion.of the crown itfelf; 
and as this object could not be attained without the ruin 
of the queen and her family, he fell, without hefitation, 
into concert with the oppofite party. But being fenfible, 
that the moft profound diffimulation was requifite for 
effecting his criminal purpofes, he redoubled his profef- 
fions of zeal and attachment to that princefs; and he 
ined fuch credit with her, as to influence her con-~ 


duct in a point, which, as it was of the utmoft im- 
portance, was violently difputed between the oppofite 
factions. 

THE young king, at the time of his father’s death, 
refided in the caftle of Ludlow, on the borders of 
Wales ; whither he had been fent, that the influence of 
his prefence might overawe the Welfh, and reftore the 
tranquillity of that country, which had been difturbed 
by fome late commotions. His perfon was committed 
to the care of his uncle, the earl of Rivers, the moft 
aecomplifhed nobleman in England, who, having united 
an uncommon tafte for literature ¥ to great abilities in 
bufinefs, and valour in the field, was entitled, by his 


¥ This nobleman firft introduced the noble art of printing into England. 
Caxton was recommended by him to the patronage of Edward IV. See Ca- 

talogué of royal and noble authors, 
talents, 
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falents, ftill more than by nearnefs of blood, to direct the C H_ A Py 
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education of the young monarch. The queen, anxious V2 


to preferve that afcendant over her fon, which fhe had 
long maintained over her hufband, wrote to the earl of 
Rivers, that he fhould levy a body of forces, in order to 
efcort the king to London, to protec him during his co- 
ronation, and to keep him from falling into the hands of 
their enemies. ‘The oppofite faction, fenfible that kd~ 
ward was now of an age when great advantages could be 
made of his name and countenance, and was approach- 
ing to the age when he would be legally intitled to 
exert in perfon his authority, forefaw, that the tendency 
of this meafure was to perpetuate their fubjection under 
their rivals; and they vehemently oppofed a refolation, 
which they reprefented asthe fignal for renewing a civil war 
in the kingdom. Lord Haftings threatened to depart in- 
ftantly to his government of Calais z: The other nobles 
feemed sabiibeite to oppofe force by force: And as the 
duke of Glocefter, on pretence of pacifying the quarrel, 
had declared againft all appearance of an armed power, 
which might be dangerous , and was nowife ree 


the queen, trufting to the fiicetity of his friendfhip, 
overawed by fo violent an oppofition, revoked her or- 
ders to her brother, and defired him to bring up no 


greater retinue than fhould be neceflary to fupport the 


ftate and dignity of the young foverei 


Tue duke of Glocefter, meanwhile, fet out from 
York, attended by a numerous train of the northern gentry: 
When he reached Northampton, he was joined by the 
duke of Buckingham, who was alfo att ended by’a fplen- 
did retinue; and as he heard =e the king was every hout 
expected on that road, he refolved to await his arrival, un+ 
der colour of conduéting him thence in perfon to London. 
The earl of Rivers, apprehenfive that the place woul! d be 
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C AP. too narrow to contain fo many attendants, fent his pupil 
XXII. 
k ,forward by 


- 


1483. — himfelf to 


r road to Stony-Stratford; and came 


4 


ston, in order to apologize for this 


meafure, and to ] his refpects to the duke of ‘Glo- 


cefter. He was received with the greateft appearance of 


led the evening in an amicable man- 


~ eAlsalcé - 
cordiailty : 


} 


ner with Glocefter and Bucking eg : He proceeded on 


the road wit! e king : But as he 
ae was angel by orders 


Sir Richard Gray, one of 


nt 
The earl of Was enter 


4 c at | 
s- 4FOMm the dau 


} rn 


en’s fons was at the fame time put under a euard, 
£ 


hor y Cor 
ogether. with Sir 
5 


han, who poffefled a 


houfehold; and all the 
red to Pomfret. .Glo- 


confiderable o 


priioners were init: 


cefter approached ¢ 


monftrations of refpec ind endeavoured to fatisfy him 


with. regard to the violence committed on his uncle and 
brother: But Edward, much attached. to thefe near Te= 


} 
cated, was 


lations, by whom he 


ceal his dif- 


not fach a maftr of 
pleafure ¢. 

THE people, however, were extremely rejoiced at this 

ath May, revolution 3 and the. duke was received in London with 

no fooner re- 


the loudeft acc] 
rifonment, than 


ceived inteltigence of her 
; ee 


fhe forefaw,. that Glocefter’s violence seit a not ftop 


there, and tl if not that of all her 


i1erefore fled into 


children, was fi 
the fanctuary of Wefiminfter, attended by the marquis 
Dorfet; and { 


together with the duke of York ‘4, She trufted, that 


he Carried thither the five pri incefles, 


the ece ich had formerly, during 


and family, given her pros 


oS 
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tection againft the fury of the Lancaftrian faction, would © HA P. 
= Rye Loe Gat XXIII. 

not now be violated by her brother-in-law, while her. 20, 

fon was on the throne; and fhe refolved to await there 1483+ 

the return of better fortune. But Glocefter, anxious 

to have the duke of York in his power, propofed to 

take him by force from the fanétuary; and he repre- 

fented to the privy council, both the indignity put upon 

the government by the queen’s ill-prounded apprehen- 

= 4 © £ 
fions, and the neceffity of the young 
ance at the enfuing coronation of hi 


prince’s appear- 


is brother. It was 
farther urged, that ecclefiaftical privil 


s were originally 
intended only to give protection to unhappy men, perfe- 
cuted for their debts or crimes ; and were enti 


sly ufelefs 
) 

to a perfon, who, by reafon of his tender age, could lie 

under the burden of neither, and who, for the fame 


teafon, was utterly incapable of Sigurt fecurity from 


any fanctuary. But the two archbifhops, al Bour- 


chier, the primate, and Rotherhan Seis se of York, 


protefting againtft ae. facrilege of this me afur ; it was 


to compliance by eae Sze ore any violence fhould 
be employed againft her. Thefe prelates were perfons 
of known integrity and honour; and. being themfelves 
entirely perfuaded of the duke’s good intentions, they 
employed every argument, accompanied with earneft en- 
treaties, exhortations, and aflurances, to bring her over 
to the fame opinion. She continued long obftina ate, and 
infifted, that the duke of York, ‘by living i in the fanc+ 


] 


tuary, was not on! 


fecure himfelf; but gave fec urity to 


the king, whofe life no one wo date 
1 


while his fuccel in 


finding, that: 


that rar in cafe 


a J re sas Spi boca’ ey 4 ON 
and avenger remained 


I 


1e fupported her in thefe fenti 


Pe 1 rac threatens r } 
> of refufal, was threatened by the 
) 


ouncil, fhe at lait complied, and produced her fon to 


She was here on a fudden ftruck with 
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of his- future fate: She tenderly em- 


braced 
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braced him; fhe bedewed him with her tears; and bid: 


wry ding him an eternal adieu, delivered him, with many 


1483: 


Duke of 
Glocefter 
protector. 


expreltions of regret and reluctance, into their cuftody °, 

Tue duke of Glocefter, beirig the neareft male of the 
royal family, capable of exerciling the government, feemed 
intitled; by the cuftoms of the realm, to the office of pro- 
tector ; and the council, not waiting for the confent of par- 
liament, made no fcruple of invefting him with that’high 
dignity ‘. The general prejudice, entettained by the no- 
bility againft the queen and her kindred, occafioned this 
precipitation and irregularity ; and ho one forefaw any 
danger to the fucceffion, much lefs to the lives, of the 
young princes, from a meafure fo obvious and fo natural: 
Befides that the duke had hitherto been able to cover, by 
the moft profound diffimulation, his fierce and favage na- 
ture; the numerous iffue of Edward, together with the 
two children of Clarence; feemed to be an eternal obftacle 
to his ambition ; ahd it appeared equally impradicable 
for him to deftroy fo many perfons pofleffed of a prefer- 
able title, and imprudent to exclude them: But a man; 
who had abandoned all principles of honour and huma- 
nity, was foon carried by his pre iedorabe paffion beyond 
the reach of fear or precaution ; and Glocefter, having fo 
far fucceeded in his views, no longer hefitated in remoy- 
ing the other obftructions, which lay between him and 
the throne. The death of the earl of Rivers; and of the 
other priforters detained in. Pomfret, was firft determined; 
and he eafily ined the confent of the duke of Buck- 


ingham, as well as of lord Haftines; to this violent and 
inary meafure: However eafy it was; in thofe times; 


to procure a fentence againft the moft inhocent perfon, it 


ftill more eafy to difpatch an enemy, without 


appeared 
any trial or form of procefs ; and orders were accordingly. 


iffued to Sir Richard Ratcliffe; a proper inftrument in the 


res p. 491. * Hilt, Croyl. cont. p. 666 


hands 
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hands of this tyrant, to cut off the heads of the pr sil P. 
foners. . The protector then affailed the fidelity of (Hy 
Buckingham by all the arguments capable of fwaying a ™83. 
Vicious mind, which knew no motive of action but inte- 

reft and ambition. ‘He reprefented, that the execution 

of perfons fo nearly related to the king, whom that prince 

fo openly profefled to love, and whofe fate he fo much 
refented, would never pafs unpunifhed; and all the actors 

in that fcene were bound in prudence to prevent the ef- 

fects of his future vengeance: That it would be impof- 

fible to keep the queen for ever at a diftance from her 

fon, and equally impoffible to prevent her from infulling 

into his tender mind the thoughts of retaliating, by like 
executions, the fanguinary infults committed on her fa- 

mily: ‘That the only method of obviating thefe mifchiefs 

was by putting the fceptre in the hands of a man, of 

whofe friendfhip the duke might be affured, and whofe 

years and experience taught him to pay refnegt to merit 

and to the rights of ancient nobility: And that the fame 
neceffity, which had carried them fo far in refifting the 
ufurpation of thefe intruders, muft juftify them in at~ 
tempting farther innovations, and in making, by national 

confent, a new fettlement of the fucceflion. To thefe 

reafons, he added the offers of great private advantages 

to the duke of Buckingham; and he eafily obtained 

from him a promife of fupporting him in all his enter- 
prizes. 


g 


Tue duke of Glocefter, knowing the importance of 
gaining lord Haftings, founded at a diftance his fenti- 
ments, by means of Catefby, a lawyer, who was a great 
confident of that nobleman; but found him impregnable 
in his allegiance and fidelity to the children of Edward, 
who had ever honoured him with his friendfhip*. He 
faw, therefore, that there were no longer any meafures 
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A P. to be kept with him; and he determined to ruin utterly 
uy the man, whom he defpaired of engag ing to concur in’ 
3: his ufurpation. On the very day when Rivers, Gray, 
‘ Vaughan were e2 xecuted, or rather murdered, at Pom- 


fret, by the advice of Haftings,. the protector fummoned 
a council in the Tower; whither that nobleman, fuf- 
pecting no defign againit him, repaired without hefita- 
tion. The duke of Glocefter was capable of committing 
the moft bloody and treacherous mt urders with the utmoft 
coolnefs and indifference. On taking his place at the 
council-board, he appeared in the eafieft and moft jovial 
humour imaginable. He feemed to indulge himfelf in 
familiar converfation with the counfellors, before they 
fhould enter on bufinefs ; and having paid fome compli- 
ments to Morton, bifhop of Ely, on the good and early 
flrawberries which he raifed in his garden at Holborn, he 
begged the favour of having a difh of them, which that 
prelate immediately difpatched a fervant to bring to him. 
‘The protector then left the council, as if called away by 
fome other bufinefs ; but foon after returning with an angry 


ed countenance, he afked them, what punifh- 


o 


ment thefe deferved that had plotted againft his life, who 
ly related to the king, and’ was entrufted with 


h iniftration of government? Haftings replied, that 
they merited the eee ahs of traitors. Thefe traitors, 


oars ae nara ia M 
éried the protector, are the forcere/s, my brother's wife, and 


his miftrefs, with others, their affociates : See to 


what a co ve reduced me by their incantations and 


Upon which he laid bare his arm, all, fhrivel- 


53 


witchcraft : 
jed“and ‘decayed. But the counfellors, who knew that 
this infirmity had attended him from his birth, looked on 
each other with amazement; and above all, lord Haft- 


ings, who, ashe had, fince Edward’s death, engaged in an 


‘ntrigue with Jane‘Shore 5, was 5 eteccifle anxious con- 
See note [KX] at the end of the volume. 
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cerning the iffue of thefe extraordinary proceed} 


1, faid he, if they be « 
deferve the feveref? ps 


claimed the protector, 
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taiily, 
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are the chief abettor of 


your head be tb oucht me. 


én tufhed in at the ff 


hand: Armed m 


one of the 


as if by aecident or miftake. 


blow with a poll-ax at lord Stanley, who, awar 


danger, flunk under the table, uch he 
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life, received a‘ fevere wi 
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tector’s prefence. Haftings was feized, was hurried ay 


and inftantly beheaded on a timber-log, which lay i: 
é &? 


court of the Tower!. Two hours after, a procla 


well penned and fairly written, was read to the 


of London, enumerating his offences; and apologizing to 


them, from the fuddennefs of the difcovery, for the fud« 


den execution of that nobleman, who was very popt 


among them: But the faying of a merchant was much 


talked of on that occafion, who rem ked, that the pros 


clamation was certainly drawn by the 
phecy *. 


Lorp Stanley, the archbifhop of York, the b of 
ily, and other counfellors, were committe i in 
different chambers of the Tower: And the p in 


order to carry on the farce of his accufations, ordered the 


ad he fummoned 


goods of Jane Shore to be feized ; 


to anfwer before, the council for forcery and wit heraft, 


But as no proofs, Id be received even in tha 
ignorant age, were produced avaintt her, he directed her 


to be tried in~ the fpiritual court; for her 


and lewdnefs; ahd the did public p 
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<2 


“5 


Th 


tor 


€ protec- 


aims at 
crowns 


ENGLAND. 


’s. This lady was born of reputable 


u 

u 
} 
ic 


its Pi nd, yn, was well educated, and married 


ial citizen ; but unhappily, views of intereft, 
more than the maid’s inclinations, had been confulted 
in the match, and her mind, though framed for virtue, 
had proved unable to refift the allurements of Edward, 


who folicited her favours. But while feduced from her 
duty by this gay and amorous monarch, fhe fill made 
herfelf refpectable by her other virtues ; and the afcendant, 
which her charms a vivacity long maintained over him, 
was all employed in aéts of beneficence and humanity. 
She was ftill forward to oppofe ‘calumny, to protect the 
opprefied, to relieve the indigent; and her good offices, 
the genuine dictates of her heart, never waited the folicita- 
tion of prefents, or the hopes of reciprocal fervices. But 
fhe lived not only to feel the bitternefs of fhame impofed 
on her by this tyrant, but to experience, in old age and 
poverty, the sneraecnde of thofe courtiers, who had long 
folicited her friendfhip, and been protected by her credit. 
No one, among the great multitudes, whom fhe had 
obliged, had the humanity to bring her confolation or re- 
lief: She languifhed out her life in folitude and indi- 
gence: And amidit a court, inured to the moft atrocious 
crimes, the frailties of this woman juftified all violations 
of friendfhip towards her, and all neglect of former obli- 
gations. 

THESE acts of violence, exercifed azainft all the near- 
eft connexions of the late king, prognofticated the fevereft 
fate to his defencelefs children ; and after the murder of 
Hafting 
tentions to ufurp the crown. ‘The licentious life of Ed- 
ward, who wa: 


the poe no longer made a fecret of his in- 
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izabeth Gray, he had paid court to the lady EleanorC 4A P. 


ay XXIil. 


hd 


albot, daughter of the earl of Shrewfbury ; and being ; 
> 5 7? 5 
repulfed by the virtue of that lady, he was obliged, ere 1483. 
he could gratify his defires, to confent to a private mar- 


riage, without any witneffes, by Stillington, bifhop of 
Bath, who afterwards divulged the fecret!. It was alfo 
maintained, that the act of attainder, paffed againft the 
duke of Clarence, had virtually incapacitated his children 
from fucceeding to the crown; and thefe two families 
being fet afide, the protector remained the only true and 
legitimate heir of the houfe of York. But as it would be 
difficult, if not impoflible, to prove the preceding mar- 
riage of the late king; and as the rule, which excludes 
the heirs of an attainted blood from private fucceffions, 
was never extended to the crown ; the protector refolved 
to make ufe of another plea ftill more fhameful and fcan- 
dalous. His partizans were taught to maintain, that both 
Edward IV. and the duke of Clarence, were illeciti- 
mate; that the dutchefs of York had received different 
lovers into her bed, who were the fathers of thefe children ; 
that their refemblance to thofe gallants was a fufficient 
proof of their fpurious birth ; and that the duke of Glo- 
cefter alone, of all her fons, appeared, by his features 
and countenance, to be the true offspring of the duke of 
York. Nothing can be imagined more impudent than 
this affertion, which threw fo foul an imputation on his 
own mother, a princefs of irreproachable virtue, and then 
alive ; yet the place chofen for firft promulgating it was the 
pulpit, before a large congregation, and in the protector’s 
prefence. Dr, Shaw was appointed to preach in St. 224 Jone 
Paul’s ; and having chofen this paflage for his text, Ba/- 
tard flips fhall not thrive, he enlarged on all the topics, 
whieh could difcredit the birth of Edward IV. the duke 
of Clarence, and of all their children. He then broke 
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ceived with the f filence. ‘* I now fee the caufe,’ 
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faid the mayor; ‘‘ the citizens are not accuitomed to be 


‘< harangued by any but their recorder ; and know not 


ra perfon o ir grace’s quality.” ‘The 
g ) 


recorder, Fitz-Williams, was then commanded to repeat 


<< how to anf 


ftance of the duke’s fpeech ; but the man, who 


was averfe to the office, t throughout his whole 


difcourfe, to have it underftood, that he fpoke nothing of 
himfelf, and that he fenfe of 
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multitude was 


in the court, he refufed to appear to 
ty: A circumftance 


to be apprehenfive for his perfo1 
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gee - P.taken notice of by Buckingham, who obferved to the citls » 
.___’, Zens, that the prince was ignorant of the whole defign, 
#483. At Jaft, he was perfuaded to tep forth, but he ftill kept at 
iftance ; and he afked the meaning of their intru- 
and impertunity. Buckingham told him, that the 
nation was refolved to have tim for king: The protector 
his purpofe of maintiining his loyalty to the pre 
and exhortedthem to adhere to the fame 
refolution. He was told, thit the people had determined 
to have another prince; and’ii he rejected their unanimous 
voice, ahieg muft look out fer one, who would be more 
Bs This argument was too powerful to be re- 
ae prox fitted: He was prevailed on t accept of the crown: And 
for 3liumes 


thethrone. he thence Sfaith acted as legitimate and rightful fovereign, 


Lo 


THis ridiculous farce wa foon after followed by a 


te fcene truly tragical: ‘The nurder of the two young 
award V, = 2 S 
endofthe princes, . Richard gave orders to Sir Robert Braken- 
duke of 


bury, conftable of the Tower, to put his nephews to 
death ; but this gentleman, who had fentiments of ho- 
nour, refufed to have any hind in the infamous office, 
The tyrant then jent for Sir "ames Tyrrel, who promifed 
obedience ; and he ordered Erakenbury to refign to this 


York, 


gentleman the keys and goverment of the Tower for one 
night, ‘Tyrrel, chufing three affociates, Slater, Dighton 
and Foreft, came.in the night-time to the door of the 
chamber where the princes were lodged ; and fending in 
the affaffins, he bade them execute their commiffion, 
while he himfelf ftaid without. They found the young 
princes in bed, and fallen into a profound fleep. After 
fuffocating them with the bolfler and pillows, they fhowed 
their naked bodies to Tyrrel, who ordered them to be bu- 
ried at the foot of the ftairs, dee ep in the ground, under 4 
heap of ftones *. Thefe circumftances were all confefled 
by the actors, inthe fol}. owingreign; and oe were never 
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punifhed 
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punifhed for the crime: Probably, becaufe Henry, whofe. Hat P, 
maxims of government were extremely arbitrary, defired rep 
to eftablifh it as a principle, that the commands of the 1483. 
reigning fovereign ought to juftify every enormity in thofe 

who paid obedience to them, But there is one circum~ 

ftance not fo eafy to be accounted for: It is pretended, 

that Richard, difpleafed with this indecent manner of 
burying his nephews, whom he had murdered, gave his 
chaplain orders to dig up the bodies, and to inter them in 
confecrated ground ; and as the man died foon after, the 

place of their burial remained unknown, and the bodies 

could never be found by any fearch, which Henry could 

make for them. Yet in the reigh of Charles IT. when 

there was occafion to remove fome {tones and to dig in the 

very fpot, which was mentioned as the place of their firft 
interment, the bones of two perfons were there found, 
which by their fize exactly correfponded to the age of 
Edward and his brother: They were concluded with 
certainty to be the remains of thofe princes, and were 
interred under a marble monument by orders of king 
Charles °.. Perhaps, Richard’s chaplain had died before 

he found an opportunity of executing his mafter’s com- 
mands; and the bodies being fuppofed to be already re- 
moved, a diligent fearch was not made for them by 
Henry, in the place where they had been buried. 
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c ees ts of Richard’s adminiftration were to 
Al, rat ol ~ > . 
pss ee reac rewards on thofe who had affifted him in 


43 ufurping the crown, and to gain by favours thofe, who, he 
e to fupport his future government, 


, was created duke of Norfolk; Sir 


rl ro ¢ 


of Surrey; lord Lovel, a 


on, 
xame; even lord Stan ley was fet at 
liberty at ade made fteward of the pars This noble- 


man had become obnoxious by his» firft. oppofition to 
Richard’s views, and alfo by his marrying. the countefs 


dowager of Richmond, heir of the Somerfet family ; but 


fenfible of the neceflity of fubmitting to the prefent go- 


vernment, he feigned fuch zeal for Richard’s fervice that 
he was received into — and even found) means to be 
entrufted with the moft a commands by that po- 
litic and jealous tyra 

Burr the perfon, who, both from the greatnefs of his 
fervices, and the power and fplendor of his family, was 
beft intitled to favours under the new government, was 
the duke of Buckingham; and Richard feemed determined 
to fpare no pains or bounty in fecuring him to his: inte- 
refts. Buckingham was defcended from a daughter of 
Thomas of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, uncle to 
Richard II. and by this pedigree, he not only was all lied to 
the royal family, but had claims for dignities as well as 
eftates, of a very extenfive nature. The duke of Glo- 
cefter, and Henry earl of Derby, afterwards Henry IV. 
had married the two daughters and co-heirs of Bohun, 
earl of Hereford, one of the greateft of the ancient ba- 
rons, whofe immenfe property came thus to be divided 
into two fhares. One was inherited by the family of 


Buckingham 


Buckingham ; the other was united to t 


houfe of and 
& ws 
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sham. ‘Hiftorians 


afcribe ais firft rupture to the kins fufal of making 


reftitution of the Hereford eftate ; but it is cértain from 


records, that he pafled a grant for tha 
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the full demands 
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particular. fenfible of the 


danger which micht enfue from conferring { an im- 
menfe prope tu pofition 


and afterwards 
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Buckingham, whom he found 
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> H A P. of this intention begat the firft difcontent in the duke of 


be, it is certain, that 


Buckingham. However this may 
the duke, foon after Richard’s acceffion, began to forma 
confpiracy againft the government, and attempted to 
nat ufurpation, which he himfelf had fo zeal- 
oufly contributed to eftablith. 

NEVER was there in any country an ufurpation more 
ant than that of Richa rd, or more repugnant to every 


principle of juftice and public intereft. His claim was 
entirely founded on impudent allegations, never attempted 
to be proved, fome of them incapable of proof, and all 
of them implying fcandalous reflections on his own fa- 
mily, and on tke perfons with whom he was the moft 
seats connected. His title was never acknowledged by 
any national affembly, fearcely even by the loweft popu- 
lace to whom he appealed ; and it had become prevalent 
merely for want of fome perfon of diftinction, who might 
ftand forth againft him, and give a voice to thofe fenti- 


ments of general deteftation, which arofe in every bofom. 


= 


Were men difpoted to pardon thefe violations of public 
the fenfe of private and domeftic duty, which is 


right 
g 


not to be effaced in the moft barbarous times, mutt have 


> 


begot an abhorrence againft him; and have reprefented 
the murder of the young and innocent princes, his ne- 
phews, with whofe protection he had been entrufted, in 
the moft odious colours imaginable. To endure fuch a 
bloody ufurper feemed to draw difgrace upon the nation, 
and to be attended with immediate danger to every indi- 
vidual, who was diftinguifhed by birth, merit, or fer- 
vices: Such was,become the general voice of the people; 
all parties were united in the fame fentiments ; and the 
Lancaftrians, fo long opprefled, and, of late, fo much 
difcredited, felt their blafted-hopes again revive, and anx- 
ioufly expected the confequences of thefe extraordinary 
events. The duke of Buckingham, whofe family had 

been 


id 
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been devoted to that intereft, and who, by his mother, a© HA P. 


dauchter of Edmund, duke of Somerfet, was allied to , 


the houfe of Lancafter, was eafily induced to efpoufe 
the caufe of this party, and to endeavour the reftoring of 
it to its ancient fuperiority. Morton, bifhop of Ely, a 
zealous Lancaftrian, whom the king had imprifoned, 
and had afterwards committed to the cuftody of Bucking- 
ham, encouraged thefe fentiments; and by his exhor- 
tations the duke caft his eye towards the young earl of 
Richmond, ‘as the only perfon, who could free the nation 
from the tyranny of the prefent ufurper 4. 

Henry, earl of Richmond, was at this time detained 
in a kind of honourable cuftody by the duke of Britanny ; 
and his defcent, which feemed to give him fome preten- 
fions to the crown, had been a great objeét of jealouly 
both in the late and in the prefent reign. John, the firit 
duke of Somerfet, who was grandfon of John of Gaunt, 
by a f{purious branch, but legitimated by act of parlia~ 
ment, had left only one daughter, Margaret; and his 
younger brother, Edmund, had fucceeded him in his 
titles, and in a confiderable part of his fortune. Mar- 
garet had efpoufed Edmund, earl of Richmond, half bro- 
ther of Henry VI. and fon of Sir Owen Tudor and 
Catherine of France, relict of Henry V. and fhe bore him 
only one fon, who received the name of Henry, and who, 
after his father’s death, inherited the honours and fortune 
of Richmond, His mother, being a widow, had efpoufed 
in fecond marriage Sir Henry Stafford, uncle to Buck- 
ingham, and after the death of that gentleman, had mar- 
ried lord Stanley ; but had no children by either of thefe 
hufbands ; and her fon, Henry, was thus, in the event 
of her death, the fole heir of all her fortunes. But this 
was not the moft confiderable advantage, which he had 
reafon to expect from her fucceffion : He would reprefent 
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C HA P. the eldeft branch of the houfe of somerfet ; he would inz 


XXIII. ; 
tiem ee) herit all the title of that fami ily to the crown ; and though 
$483, any le -gitimate branch fubfifted of de 


le 
houfe of Lancafter, had always been ai difregarded; 


its claim; whi 


the zeal of faction, after the death. of Henry VI. and the 

murder of prince Edward, imme diately conferred a weight 
Pp ; 

and confideration upon it, 


Epwarp IV. finding, that all the Lancaftrians had 
directed their attention towards the young earl of Rich- 
mond, as the object of their hopes thought him alfo 
worthy of his attention; and purfued him into his retreat 
in Britanny, whither his uncle, the earl of Pembroke, 
had carried him, after the battle Teukefbury, fo fatal 
to his party. He applied to seb II: duke of Britan= 
ny, who was his ally, a weak but a good prince; and 
urged him to deliver up this fugitive, who might be the 
fource of future difturbances in England: But the duke, 
averfe to fo difhonourable a propofa al; would only confent, 
that, for the fecurity of Edward, the young nobleman 
fhould be detained in cuftody ; and he received an annual 
penfion from England for the fafe keeping or fubfiftance 
of his prifoner. But towards the end of Edward’s reign, 
when the kingdom was menaced with a war both from 
France and Scotland, the anxieties of the Englith court 
with regard to Rises were much encreafed ; and Edward 
made a new propofal to the duke, which vedas under 
the faireft appearances, the moft bloody and treacherous 
ntentions. He pretended, that he was defirous of gain- 
ing his enemy, and of uniti ng him to his own family by 
a marriage with his daughter, Elizabeth ; and he folis 
cited to Have him fent over to England, in order to ex- 
ecute a fcheme, which would: redound {fo much to his 
advantage. “Thefe pretences » feconded 1 by bribes to Peter 
Landais, a corrupt minifter, by whom the duke was ens 
tirely governed, gained credit with the court of ’ Britanny : 


Henry 


Rt) Co ASRyD IIT. 


Henry was delivered into the hand 


} 1 


s of the Englifh agents: 
He was ready to embark : When a fufpicion of Edward’s 
real defign was. fuggefted to the duke, who. recalled his 
orders, and thus faved the unhappy youth from the im- 
minent danger which: hung over him. 

Tuese fymptoms of continued jealoufy in the reig 


family of England both feemed to give fome auth ority to 


Henry’s perakans. and made him the obje& of general 
favour and compaffion, on account of the dangers and 
perfecutions to which he was expofed.. The univerfal de- 
teftation of Richard’s conduct turned ftill more the atten- 
tion of the nation towards Henry; and as all the defcend- 
ants of the houfe of York were either women or minors, 
he feemed to be the only perfon, from whom the nation 
could expect the expulfion of the odious and bloody tyrant. 
But notwithftanding thefe circumftances, which were fo 
favourable to him, Buckingham and the bifhop of Ely 
well knew, that there would ftill lie many Sbiactes in 
his way to the throne; and that though the nation had 
been much divided between Henry VI. and the duke of 
York, while prefent poffeflion and hereditary right ftood 
in oppofition to each other; yet, as foon as thefe titles 

were united in Edward IV. = bulk of the people had 
come over to the reigning family ; and the Lancaftrians 
had extremely decayed, both in numbers and i 


It was therefore fuggefted by Morton, and readily affent- 


overturnil g 


ed to by the duke, that the only m 


the prefent ufurpati on, was to unite the op pofite faStions, 
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Yorkifts and Laricaftrians, who now lay equally under 
oppreflion, would embrace this fcheme with ardour; and 
that the profpect of reconciling the two parties, which 
was in itfelf fo defirable an end, would, when added to 
the general hatred againft the prefent government, render 
their caufe abfolutely invincible. In confequence of thefe 
views, the prelate, by means of Reginald Bray; fteward 
to the countefs of Richmond, firft opened the project of 
fuch an union to that lady; and the plan appeared fo ad- 
vantageous for her fon, and, at the fame time, fo likely 
to fucceed, that it admitted not of the leaft hefitation. 
Dr. Lewis, a Welfh phyfician, who had accefs to the 
queen-dowager in her fan€tuary, carried the propofals to 
her; and found, that revenge for the murder of her bro- 
ther and of her three fons, apprehenfions for her furviving 
family, indignation againft her confinement and oppref- 
fions, eafily overcame all her prejudices againft the houfe 
of Lancafter, and procured her approbation of a marriage, 
to which the age and birth, as well as the prefent fitua- 
tion of the parties, feemed fo naturally to invite them. 
She fecretly borrowed a fum of money in the city, fent 
it over to the earl of Richmond, required his oath to ¢¢- 
lebrate the marriage as foon as he fhould arrive in Eng- 
land, advifed him to leyy as many forcign forces as pof- 
fible, and promifed to join him, on his firft appearance, 
with all the friends and partizans of her family. 

THE plan being thus laid upon the folid foundations 
of good fenfe and found policy, it was fecretly communi- 
¢ated to the principal perfons of both parties in all the 
counties of England; and a wonderful alacrity appeared 
in every order of men, to forward its fuccefs and com- 
pletion. But it was impoflible, that fo extenfive a con- 
{piracy could be conducted in fo fecret a manner, as 
entirely to efcape the jealous and vigilant eye of Ri- 
chard ; and he {oon received intelligence, that his ene- 
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thies, headed by the duke of Buckingham, were formi ip C HAP. 

fome defign againft his authority: He immediately put 

himfelf in a pofture of defence by levying fome troops in 1483 
North; and he fummoned the duke to appear at 

court, in fuch terms as feemed to promife him a renewal 

of their former amity. But that nobleman, well ac- 

quainted with the barbarity and treachery of Richard, 

replied only by taking arms in Wales; and giving the 

fignal to his accomplices for a general infurrection in all 

parts of England: But at that very time there happened Oober, 

to fall fuch heavy rains; fo inceflant and continued, 

exceeded any known in the imemory of man; and be 

Severne, with the other rivers in that neichbourhood j 


o 


{welled to a height which rendered them impaflable, and 
prevented Buckingham from marching into the heart of 
England to join his affociates; he Welfhmen, partly 
moved by fuperftition at this extraordinary event, partly 
diftrefled by famine in their camp, fell off from him; 
and “goseea cr at finding himfelf deferted by his follow- 
rs, put ona difpuife, and took fhelter in the houfe of 
nifter, an old fervant of his family. But being detected age’ 
at; he was brought to the king at Salifbury 3 guied, 

and was inftantly tried, condemned, and executed; ac- 
cording to the fummary method praétifed in that age". 
‘The other con{pirators, who took arms in four different 
places, at Exeter, at Salifbury, at Newbury, and at Maid- 
ftone, hearing of the duke of Buckingham’s misfortunes, 
defpaired of fuccefs; and immediately difperfed then 
felves, 

THE marquis of Dorfet and bifhop of Ely made their 
efcape beyond fea: Many others were equally fortunate : 
Several fell into Richard’s hands, of whom he made fome 


examples. His executions feem not to have been re« 


— 


in “his retre 


markably fevere; though we are told of one gentleman, 
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HA P. William Colit , whofuffered under colour of titis 
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Richard and his: mini- 


in concert with his 


arrying on board 
levied in foreign parts; but his 
»y.a ftorin, he appeared net 


erfion of all his 


fleet being, at firft d 
on. the coaft of after the dif 


iends; and he found himfelf 


Dp 
I 
obliged. to. return to the 


court of Britanny. 


evel t, and fortified by 
” this unfuccefsful ventured 
at laft to fummon a parlia ; 
erimes and flagrant uburpatlen had induced him: hitherto 
to decline. “Though it was natural that the parliament, 
in a contett of national eters fhould a ays adhere. to 
the victor, he feems to have apprehended, leit his title, 
founded on no POASTBIE; and fupported by no party, 
night be rejected by that affembly. But his enemies be- 
ing now at his feet, the parliament had, no choice Tete 
but his authority, and acknowledge his right 
to the crown. His only fon, Edward, then a youth of 
twelve years of age, was created penne of Wales: The 
° duties of t >and poundage were ed to the king 


thes }p | } 


ife : And Richard, in order to reconcile the nation 
fome popular laws, particu- 


practice of extoriinge money on 
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23 of the kine tended to the fame 
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Rule all Englar Jer the Hog. 
Alhiding to tr f Ratcliffe and Catchy; and to Richard’s arms, 
vhich were a boar 
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Yorkifts, he paid court to the queen-dowager with fuch aw 
art and addrefs, made fuch earneft proteftations of his 1434 


fincere good-will and friendthip, that this princefs, tired 
from her 


former projects, ventured to leave her { fanctuary; and to 
jects, : 


of confinement, arid defpairing of any fuccef 


put herfelf and her daughters into the hands-of the tyrant: 
But he foon carried farther his views for the eftablifhment 
of his throne; He had married Anne; the fecond daueh- 


ter of the ear] of Warwic, and widow. of Edward prince 
of Wales; whom Richard himfelf had murdered; but 
this. princefs having born him but one fon, who died 
about this time, he confidered her as an invincible ob-= 
ftacle to the fettlement of his fortune, and he was. be- 
lieved to have carried her of b 


rs 


which the oabiie could not be fu 


by poifon ; a crime for 
ippoted to have any folid 
prdof, but which the ufual tenor of his condu@ made it 
reafonable to fufpect. He now thought it in his power 
to remove the chief perils, which threatened his govern- 
ment:; "The earl of Richmond; he knew, could never 
be formidable but from his projected marriage with the 
princefs Elizabeth, the true heir of the crown; and he 
therefore intended, by means of a papal difpenfation, to 


efpoufe, himfelf, this princefs, and thus to unite in his 
1 


own family their contendi itles... The queen= 


i) 
eager to recover her loft authority, neither fcrupled this 


alliance, which was very unufual in England, and was 
regarded as inceftuous ; nor felt any horror at marrying 


her daughter to the murderer of her three fons and of her 


brother : She even joined fo far her interefs with thofe 
of the ufurper, that fhe wrote to all her partizans, an 
vane of Dorfet, defir« 
1 of Richmond; an 


among the reft to her fon, 


ing them to withdraw 


injury which the earl could n 


or afterwards forgive ; 


S 


The court of Rome was applied to for a difpenfacion : 
U3 Richard 


¢ 
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cHARP hard thought, that he could eafily defend himfelf 


HONG cer, MOS sagged a: 
during the interval, till it arrived ; ae he had after- 


1484 wards the agreeable profpect of a full and fecure fettle- 
ment. Eke flattered: himflf, that the Englifh nation, 
feeing all danger removed of a difputed fuceefion, would 

then acquiefce under the dominion of a prince, who was 

of mature years, of great abilities, and of a genrus qua- 
lified ‘for government ; and that they would forgive him 


rimes,. which he had committed, in paving his 


he crimes of Richard were fo horrid and fo 
fhocking to humanity, that the natural fentiments of 
ve fufi- 


cient to render his government unftable ; and every per- 


en, without any political or public views, w 


fon of probity and honour was earneft to prevent the 


longer polluted by that bloody 


and faithlefs hand hick: field it. All the exiles 
docked to the earl of Richmond in Britanny, and ex- 


Hotted him to haften his attempt for a new inva fion, and’ 
xe princefs Elizabeth, which 


opes. ‘The earl, fenfible of 
but dreading the treachery of Peter: 


entered into a nerociation with Rich- 


UrErT 


VITE. who ha 
leath- of his father 


him countenanée and proteCtion; and being 


ing difturbance to Richard,. they fecretly 


ahi in Powe levies, which he made for the 


cions had thrown into con= 


le'his efcape, here joined Henry; and 


pofitions of the Eng- 


lith: 


nim, was obliged ta attend only to: 
ne to the court 


inte Enoland. The earl of 


by the favourable ac- 


Aut? 
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as ; ; gies i he se 4 
fifth mation, and their univerfal hatred of Richard’s© Bcd, . 
4aeaeiil. 


crimes and ufury pation a) 


rn 1 - 4 cr . ~ . Qu 
[He earl of Richmond fet fail from Harfeur in, sats: 

nvaion byv 

Normandy with a retinue ef about 2000 perfons; andthe earl of 

* 2 , sane Richmond, 

tion of fix days, he arrived at Milford-2 . og 

2 7tAa guk, 


after a nav 
Haven in Wales, where he landed ae oppofition. 


He directed his courfe to that part of the kingdom, in 
hopes that the Wel ith, who regarded him as their coun- 
tryman, and who had been already prepoflefied in favour 
of his caufe by means of the duke ef Buckingham, 
would join his ftandard, and enable him to make head 
againft the eftablifhed government. Richard, who knew 
not in what quarter he might expect the invader, had 
taken poft at Nottingham, in the center of the king- 
dom and having given commifions to different perfons 
in the feveral counties, whom he empowered to oppofe 
his enemy, he propofed in perfon to fly, on the firit 


alarm, to the place expofed to danger. Sir Rice af 


Thomas and Sir Walter Herbert were entrufted with his 
authority in Wales; but the former immediately deferted 
to Henry ; 


him: And the earl, advancin 


made but feeble oppofition to 


towards Shrewfhury, re- 
J? 


ceived every — fome reinforcement from his partizans. 

Sir Gilbert Talbot joined him with all the vaflals and 
retainers os the family of Shrewfbury: Sir Thomas 
Bourchier, and Sir Walter Hungerford, brought their 
friends to fhare his fortunes; and the appearance of men 
of diftinGtion in his camp made already his caufe wear a 
favourable afpect, 

Bur the danger, to which Richard was chiefly ex- 
pofed, proceeded not fo much from the zeal of his open 
enemies, as from the infidelity of his pretended friends. 
Scarce any nobleman of diftinétion was fince rely attach- 
ed to his caufe, except the duke of Norfolk; and all 


U - thofe 


= 
> 
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thofe who feigned the moft loyalty were only watching 


LARRY for an opportunity to betray and defert him. But the 


of whom he entertained the greateft fufpicion, 
lord Stanley and his brother Sir William ; whofe 
connexions with the family of Richmond, notwithftand- 


ing their profeffions of attachment to his perfon, were 
never entirely forgot or overlooked by him. Whenhe 


lord Stanley to levy forces, he {till retained 


it Lon, lord oti 


e 
ul 


e, as a pledge for his fidelity 


¢ 


that nobleman was, on this account, obliged to em- 


Poe RR ee 


in his proceedings. He 
taifed a powerful body of his friends and- retainers: in 


Chefhir 


LCi 


but without openly declaring 
himfelf: And though Henry had received fecret aflurances 
of his friendly intentions, the armies on both fides knew 
a2d Aug. 


Battle of two rivals, at lait, 


Bofworth. 


not what to infer from his equivocal behaviour. The 
f sroached each other, at Bofworth 
near Leicefter; Henry at the head of fix thoufand men, 


! 


Richard with an army of above double the number ; and 
a decifive action was every hour expected between them. 
Stanley, who commanded above feven thoufand men, 
took care to poft himfelf at Atherftone, not far from the 
hoftile camps; and he made fuch a difpofition as en- 
abled him on occafion to join either party. Richard had 
too much fagacity not to difcover his intentions from 
thefe movements ; but he kept the fecret from his own 
men for fear of difcouraging them: He took not imme- 
diate revenge on Stanley’s fon, as fome of his courtiers 
advifed him; becaufe he hoped that fo valuable a pledge 
would induce the father to prolong ftill farther his ambi- 
guous condu&t: And he haftened to decide by: arms 
the quarrel with his competitor; being certain, that a 
victory over the'earl of Richmond would enable him to 
take ample revenge on all his enemies, open and cof; 


ecaled, 


Tae 
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Tue van of Richmond’s army, confifting of archers,© HA Pe 
Oxford: Sir Gilbert "Fak 


in Savage the left: The 1485. 


was commanded by the earl of 
bot led the right wing ; ra Joh 
ear] himfelf, accompanied .by his uncle, the earl of 
Pembroke, placed himfelf in the main body. Richard 
main body, and entrufted the com- 


alfo took poft in bi. 


mand of his van to the duke of Norfolk: As 


were never 


the feveral commanders. ‘Soon after the batt 


lord Stanley, whofe condu@ in this whole affair difco- 


vers great precaution and abilities, appeared in t':e field, 


and declared for the earl ef Richmond. “This meafure, 


which was unexpected to the men, though not to their 
Jeaders, had a proportional effect on “both armies :. Itin- 
dpired unufual courage into Henry’s foldiers; it threw 
Richard’s into difmay and cenfufion. The intrepid ty- 


rant, fenfible of shis: defpera 


e fituation, «aft his eye 


around the field, and defc his rival at no great 


772 
diftance, he drove ag aindt 


i, ta hope 


either Henry’s death or his own weuld decide the victory 
between them. He killed with -his own hands § 
ard-bearer to the earl: 


> aA 


Jiam Brandon, ita 


ed Sir John Chey 


He was now within r 
R 1:4 ae 4 Fe eR at ae ] (er om “ ‘axrhe 
Aichmond himifelf, who declined not the combat; when 


Sir William Stanley, breaking in with his treo 


Pere 


> 
rounded Richard, who, fighting bravely to the laft mo- 
‘ment, was overwhelmed by numbers, and perifhed by Death 
a fate too mild and honourable for his multiplied at 
deteftable enormities. His men every where fought f 


dafety by flicht. 


THERE fell in this battle about four thoufand of the 
vanquifhed ; and among thefe the duke of Rosie! lord. 
Ferrars of Charltey, Sir Richard Ratcliffe, Sir Robert 
Piercy, and Sir Robert Brackenbury. ‘The lofs was in- 
confiderable on the fide of the viétors. Sir William 
duate‘by, a great inftrument of Richard’s crimes, wis 

U4 taken, 
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© Eee taken, and foon after beheaded, with fome others, at 
ned Leicefter, ‘The body of Richard was found in the 
1485, p 


covered with dead enemies, and all bef{meared with blood: 


Q 


It was thrown carelefsly acrofs a horfe; was carried 


to Leicefter amidft the. ts of the infulting fpec- 


tators ; and was interred in the Gray-Friars church of 
that place. 
andchara- “THe hiftorians who fayour Richard (for even this 


ter of Riche : . Seas 
ard II, tyrant has met with partizans amone 


maintain, that he was well qu 
he legally obtained it ; and th 
but fuch as were nece flary to procure him poflefiion of 
the crown: But this is a poor apology 


er ok 


nat he committed no crimes 


when it. is con- 


feffed, that he was ready to jones the moft horrid 
crimes, which appeared necefiary for that purpofe; an 
it is certain, that all his courage and capacity, qualities 


in which he really feems_not..to. have been deficient, 


would never have made compenfation to the people for 
the danger of the precedent, and for the contagious ex- 
ample of vice and murder, exalted upon the throne. 
‘This prince was of a {mall ftature, humpbacked, and had 
a harfh difagreeable ee fo that his'b wi: was 


* * * ¥ ¥ % 


Tus have we purfued the hiftory of England through 
a feries of many barbarous ages; till we have at laft reached 


the dawn of civility and feience, and have the profped, 


both of greater certainty in our hiftorical narrations, and 
of being able to prefent to the reader a fpetacle more 
worthy of his attention. The want of certainty, how- 
ever, and of circumftances, is not alike to be complained 
of throughout every period of this long narration. This 
ifland poflefles many ancient hiftorians of good credit; 
as well as many hittorical monuments; and it is rare, 


1 


that 


nib Ce AH ACR’ D iif. 
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that the annals of fo uncultivated a people, as were the 


Englifh as well as the other European ‘nations, after 
the decline of Roman learning, have been tranf{mitted 
to polterity fo complete, and with fo little mixture of 
falfehood and of fable. This pcan we owe entirely 
to the clergy of the church of Rome; who, founding 
their authority on their fuperior knowledge, preferved 


the precious literature of antiquity from a total extinc- 
tion 


t; and under fhelter of their numerous privileges 
and immunities, acquired a fecurity, by means of the fu- 
perftition, which they would in vain have claimed, from 

juftice and humanity, of thofe turbulent and licen~ 
tious ages, Nor is the {peCtacle altogether unentertain- 
ing and uninftructive, which the hiftory of thofe times 
prefents to us. The view of human manners and aétions, 
in all their variety of appearances, is both profitable and 
agreeable ; and if the afpect in fome periods feem horrid 
and deformed, we may thence learn to cherifh with the 
greater anxiety that feience and civility, which has fo 
clofe a connexion with virtue and humanity, and which, 
as it is a fovereign antidote againft fuperftition, is alfo 
the moft effeCtual remedy againft vice and diforders of 
every kind. 

Tue rife, progrefs, perfeCtion, and decline of art 
and fcience, are curious objects of contemplation, and 
intimately connected with a narration of civil tranfae- 
tions. ‘The events of no particular period can be fully 
accounted for, but by confidering the degrees of ad- 


vancement, which men haye reached in thofe parti- 


£ 


culars. 

THOoss who caft their eye on the genera] revolutions oi 
fociety, will find, that, as almoft all improvements of the 
human mind had reached nearly to their ftate of perfec- 
tion about the age of Auguftus, there was a fenfible de- 


t See note [L] at the end of she volume, 
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-cline from that point or period ; and men thenceforth res 
I 2pfed gradually into ignorance and barbarifm. © The un- 


mited extent of the Roman empire, and the confequent 
aeik of its monarchs, extinguifhed all emuiation, 


-d the generous fpirits of men, and deprefled that 


2 flame, by which all the refined arts muft be che- 
rifhed and enlivened. <The military government, which 
foon fucceeded, rendered even the lives and properties 
of men infecure and precarious ; and proved deftruative 
to thofe vulgar and more neceflary arts of agriculture, 
ie sapimtis res, and commerce; and in the end, to the 
military art and genius itfelf, by which alone the. im- 
sai fabric of the empire could be fupported. The 
irruption of the barbarous nations, which foon followed, 


1 


verwhelmed all human knowledge, which was already 
1 men funk every age deeper into 


‘es in its decline ; anc 
ignorance, ftupidity, and fuperftition; till the light of 


ancient ee and hiftory had very nearly fuffered 


total extinCtion in all the European nations. 
Bur there is an ultimate point of depreffion, as well 


h human affairs naturally re- 


as of exaltation, from whicl 
turn in a contrary progrefs, and beyond which they 
feldom pafs either in their advancement or decline. The 


period, in which the people of Chriftendom’ were the 


loweft funk in ignorance, and confequently in diforders 
of every kind, may i uftly be fixed at the eleventh cen- 
tury, about the age of William the Conqueror; and 
from that era, the fun of fcience, beginning a ete 


threw out many gleams of light, which preceded the full 
morning, when letters were revived in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. . The Danes and other northern people, who had 
fo long infefted all the coafts, and even the inland parts 
of Europe, by their depredations, having now learned the 
arts of tillage and agriculture, found a certain fubfiftance 
at home, and were no longer tempted to defert their in- 

duftry, 
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duftry, in order to feek a precarious livelihood by rapineC HA P, 
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and by the plunder of their neighbours.’ The feudal go- 


vernments alfo, among the more fouthern nations, were 
reduced to a kind of fyftem; and though that ftrange fpe- 
cies of civil polity was il] fitted to enfure either liberty or 
tranquillity, it was preferable to the univerfal licence and 
diforder, which had every where preceded it. But per- 
haps there was no event, which tended farther to the 
improvement of the age, than one, which has not been 
much remarked, the accidental finding of a copy of Jufti- 
nian’s Pandeéts, about the year 1130, in the town of 


Amalfi in Italy, 


Tue ecclefiaftics, who had leifure, and fome inclina- 
tion to ftudy, immediately adopted with zeal this excel- 
lent fyftem.of jurifprudence, and fpread the knowledge 
of it throughout every part of Europe. Befides the in- 
trinfic merit of the performance, it was recommended to 
them by its original connexion with the imperial city of 
Rome, which, being the feat of their religion, feemed to 
acquire a new luftre and authority, by the diffufion of its 
laws over the weftern world. In lefs than ten years after 
the difcovery of the Pandeéts, Vacarius, under the pro- 
tection of Theobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, read 
public lectures of ciyil law in the univerfity of Oxford ; 
and the clergy every where, by their example as well as 
exhortation, were the means of diffufing the higheft 
efteem for this new f{cience. That order of men, having 
large poffeffions to defend, was, in a manner, neceffitate 
to turn their ftudies towards the law; and their pro- 
perties being often endanged by the violence of the princes 
and barons, it became their intereft to enforce the ob- 
fervance of general and equitable rules, from which alone 
they could receive protection. As they pofieffed all the 
knowledge of the age, and were alone acquainted 
with the habits of thinking, . the ptactice,~as well as 


feiencer 
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CHAP ence of the Jaw, fell moftly into their hands: And 


/ though the clofe connexion, which without any neceffity 
md E ? y 
they formed between the canon and civil law, begat 


jealoufy in the laity of England, and prevented the 
Roman jurifprudence from becoming the municipal law 


j 
| 


of the country, as was the cafe in many ftates of Eu- 
rope, a great part of it was fecretly transferred into the 


practice of the courts of ju a and the imitation of 
their neighbours made the Englith gradually endeavour to 


raife their own law from its original ftate of rudene& 


and imperfection. 
Ir is eafy to fee what advantages Europe muft have 
reaped by its infecting at once from the ancients, fo 


complete an art, which was of itfelf fo neceflary for giving 


% 
Ni 


fecurity to all other arts, and which , by refining, and 
fill more, by beftowing folidity on a judgment, ferved 
as a model to further improvements. The fenfible uti- 
lity of the Roman law both to public and private intereft 


Kot EDP 


recommended the fludy of it, at a time when the more 
exalted and {peculative aay catried no charms with 


s 
S 
Pe 


them; and thus the laft branch of ancient literature, 


which remained uncorrupted, was happily the firft tran 
mitted to the modern world, For it is remarkable, that 
in the’ decline of Roman learning, when the philofo- 
phers were uniyerfally infe&ted with fuperftition and fo- 
phiftry, and the poets and hiftorians with barbarifm, t the 
lawyers, who in other countries are feldom models o 
fcience or politenefs, were yet able, by the conftant rudy 
and clofe imitation of their predeceffors, to maintain the 
fame'good fenfe in their decifions and reafonings, and the 
fame purity in their language and expreffion. 
Wuat beftowed an additional merit on the civil law, 
was the extreme ignorance and imperfection of that ju- 
rifprudence, which preceded it among all the European 
nations, efpecially among the Saxons or ancient E rnglifh. 
The abfurdities which prevailed at that time in the ad- 
miniftration 
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tiniftration of juftice, may be conceived from the ame re 
thentic monuments which remain of the ancient Saxon ups 
laws ; where a pecuniary commutation was received for 
every crime, where ftated prices were fixed for men’s 
livés and members, where private revenges were autho- 
rized for all injuries, where the ufe of the ordeal, corfnet, 
and afterwards of the duel, was the received methed of 
proof, and where the judges were ruftic freeholders, af- 
fembled of a fuddén, and deciding a caufe from one 
debate or altercation of ‘the parties. Such a ftate of fo- 
ciety was very little advanced beyond the rude ftate of 
and equitable maxims: The pretended liberty of the 
times, was only an incapacity of fubmitting to govern- 
ment: And men, not protected by law in their lives and 
properties, fought fhelter, by their perfonal fervitude and 
attachments under fome powerful chieftain, or by vo- 


nature: Violence univerfally prevailed, inftead of generat 


luntary combinations. 

THE gradual progrefs of improvement raifed the Eu- 
ropeans fomewhat above this uncultivated ftate; and af- 
fairs, in this ifland particularly, took early a turn, which 
Was more favourable to juftice and to liberty. Civil 
employments and occupations foon became honourable 
among the Englifh: The fituation of that people ren- 

ered not the perpetual attention to wars fo neceffary as 
among their neighbours, and all regard was not confined 
to the military profeffien : The gentry, and even the no- 
bility, began to deem an acquaintance with the law a 
neceflary part of education: They were lefs diverted than 
afterwards from ftudies of this kind by other fciences 5 
and in the age of Henry VI. we are told by Fortefcue, 
there were in the inns of court about two thoufand ftu- 
dents, moft of them men of honourable birth, who gave 
application to this branch. of civil knowledge: A cir 
cumftance which:proves, that a confiderable advance wag 

already 
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c ot a already, made in the. fcienee of government, and which 
uv prognoft cated ftill a 


treater. 


One chief advantage, which refulted from the intro- 
duétion and progrefs of the arts, was the introduction 
and progrefs of freedom; and this confequence affected 
men both in their perfonal and civil capacities. 

Ir we confider the ancient ftate of Europe, we thall 
find, that the far greater part. of the fociety were every 
where bereaved of their perfonal liberty, and lived entirely 
at the will of their mafters, Every one, that was not 
noble, was a flave: he pcafants were fold along with 
the land: The few inhabitants of cities were. not in 4 
better condition: Even the gentry themfelves were fub- 
jected to a long train of fubordination under the greater 
barons or chief vaflals of the crown; who, , thoughi 
feemingly placed in a high ftate of {plendor, -yet, having 
but a flender protection from law, were expofed to every 
tempeft of the ftate, and by the precarious condition. in 
which they lived, paid dearly for the power of opprefling 
and tyrannizing over their inferiors, The firft incident, 
which broke in upon this violent fyftem of government, 
was the practice, begun in Italy, and imitated in France, 
of erecting communities and corporations, endowed with 
privileges and a feparate municipal government, which 


gave them protection againft the tyranny of the barons, 


and which the prince himfelf deemed it prudent to re- 
{pect *, The relaxation ofthe feudal tenures, and an 


ua There appear carly { of the jealoufy, entertained-by.the barons 


againft the progrefs of the arts, as) defiructive of licentious power. 


A law was enaé any one who did not 


apprentices to 


poflefs twenty fhilllngs a 


any trade. They found already that-the cities began to drain the country 


of the labourers and hufbandmeén ; and did not forefee how much the encreafe 
of commerce would encreafe the value of their eftates.. See farther, Cottom 


p- 179. The kings, to ex nted them this privie 
pe 1) 2 P 


lege, that any villain, who! 
had been of the gild 


execution 
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execution fomewhat ftricter, of the public law, beftowed C H A P. 


an independance on vafials, which was unknown to their 


forefathers. And even the peafants themfelves, though 
later than other orders of the ftate, made their efcape 
from thofe bonds: of ‘villenage»or flavery, in which phi 
had formerly been retained. 


{r may appear ftrange, that the progrefs of the arts, 
which feems, among the Greeks and Romans, to have 
daily encreafed the number of flaves, fhould, in later 
times, have proved: fo general a fource of liberty; but 
this difference in the events proceeded from a’ great diffe- 
rence in the circumftances, which attended thofe infti- 
tutions.’ The ancient barons, being obliged to maintain 
themfelves continually in a military pofture, and little 
emulous of elegance or fplendor, ee not their 
villains as domeftic fervants, much lefs as manufacturers ; 
but compofed their retinue of free-men, wots military 
ipirit rendered the chieftain formidable to his neighbours, 
and who were ready to attend him in every warlike enter- 
prize. ‘The villains were entirely occupied in the culti- 
vation of their mafter’s land, and paid their rents either 
in corn and cattle and other produce of the farm, or 
in fervile offices, which they performed about the baron’s 
family, and upon the farms which he retained in “his 
own pofleffion. In proportion as agriculture improved, 
and money encreafed, it-was found, that thefe fervices, 


though extrem burdenfome to the villain, were of 


little advantage to the mafter; and that the produce of 


3 


a large eftate could be much more conveniently difpofed 
of by the peafants themfelves, who raif 
landlord or his bailiff, who-were fi 


receive it, A commutation was 


for fervices, and \of ‘money-rents for thofe in kind 


fe. 


as men, in a fubfequent age, meascness that 


in 


4 his 


better ‘cultivated where=the-fa 
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his poflefion, the practice of granting leafes to the ped= 
fant began to prevail, which entirely broke the bonds of 
ervitude, already much relaxed from the former practi- 
ces. After this manner; villenage went gradually into 
difufe throughout the more civilized parts of Europe: 
The intereft of the mafter; as well as that of the flaye, 
concurred in this alterations “Fhe lateft. laws which we 
find in England for enforcing or regulating this fpe- 
cies of fervitude, were enacted in the reign of Henry 
VII. And though the ancient ftatutes on this mie res 
main fill unrepealed by parliament, it appears, that, 
before the end of Elizabeth, the diftinétion of villain 
and freeman was totally, though infenfibly abolifhed, 
and that no perfon remained in the flate; to whom the 
former laws could be applied. 

Tuus perfonal freedom. becatne almoft gerieral in Eu- 

Fope ; an advantage which paved the way for as encreafé 
of political or civil liberty, and which, even where it was 
not attended with this falutary effect, ferved to give the 
members of the community fome of the moft conf fiderable 
advantages of it. 
‘Tue conftitution of the Englifh ee ever 
fince the invafion: of this ifland by the Saxons, may boaft 
of this pre-eminence, that in no age the will of the mo- 
narch was ever entirely abfolute and -uncontronléd : But uv 
other refpects the balance of power has extremely thifted 
among the feveral orders of the ftate; and this fabric has 
experienced the fame mutability, that has attended all 
human inftitutions. 


THE 


ent Saxons, like the other German nations, 
where each individual was enured to arnis, and where 
he independance of men was fecured by a great equality 


lions, feeny to have admitted a confiderable mix- 


democracy into their form of government, ané 


Se 


‘6 have been one of the freeft nations, of which there 
remains 


igi 


TS or eee 


> was fettled.in E efpecial 


2¢ Heptarchy, the great extent of the ki 


grext inequality in property ;‘and-tl 


have inclined to the fide of ariftocracy. 


threw more authority into the. hands 


of the fovereign, 


however, admitted of great 
controul ;-though-derived lefs-from the ¢enera 


0 ‘ “4 : } 
the conft tution, which were inaccurate and 


than from the independant power enjoyed 


> 
e) 
a 


paron 


nt 
rmMent 


in his particular diftriét or province 


of the Great Chaiter exalted ftil higher the Ariftocr ACY, 


impofed regular limits on royal power, 


and gradually in- 


troduced fome. mixture of Democracy into the conftitu- 


tion. But even during this period, from the acceffion 


of Edward J. to the death of Richard IIL. the condition 


of the commons was nowile defirable ; 


— 


1 
i 
cic prevailed; and ie the kings were limit- 


ed, the people were as yet far from being 
quired the auth hority a imolt z sbfolute of the fovere eigns, 
which took place in the fubfequent.period, to pull dows 


thofe diforderly and licentious tyrants, who were equally 
averfe from peace and from freedom, and to eftablith tha 


ay execution of the laws, —— in a followin g 


age, enabled the people to ere a regular and Sequleabie 
plan of liberty. 
In each of thefe fucceffive alterations, the only rule of 


government, which is intelligible or carries any authority 


with it, is the etablifhed practice of t 


maxims of adminiftration, which are at that 
and univerfally aiflented to. Thofe who, fed a pre- 
tended refpect to antiquity, appeal at every turn to an 
original plan of the conftitution, only cover their tur- 
bulent fpirit and their private ambition under the appear- 
ance of venerable forms ; and whatever period they pitch 
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difficulties, which he muff 


termine himfelf, amid 
have frequently revolved in his mind, he chofe that part, 


which his ambition fugeefted to hi and to which he 
feemed to be invited cefi 
THERE were many titles, on which Henry could found 


his right to the crown; but no one of them free from 


great objections, if confidered, with refp her to juf- 
tice or to policy, 
oe | 


Durine fome years, Henry had been regarde: 


to the honfe of Lancafter, by the party attached to that 
family ; but the title of the name of Lancafter itfelf was 


generally thought to be very ill-founded. Henry LV, who 


had firft raifed it to royal dignity, had never clearly de- 
fined the foundation of his claim; and while he plainly 
acknowledged 
the election of the people. ‘The acinosedl it is true, 


had often pean te the title of the Lancaftrian princes; 


= 
2 
y 
Zs 
¢ 
= 


invaded the order of fucceffion, he had r 


but thefe votes had little authority, being confidered as 
inftances of complaifance towards a family in pofleffion of 
prefent power: And they had accordingly been often re- 
verfed during the late prevalence of the houfe of York, 
Prudent men alfo, who had been willing, for the fake of 
peace, to fubmit to any eftablifhed authority, defired not 
to fee the claims of that family revived ; claims, which 
muft produce many convulfions at prefent, and which dif- 


jointed for the future the whole fyftem of hereditary right. 


Befides, allowing the title of the houfe of Lancafter to 
be legal, Henry himfelf was not the true heir of that fa- 
mily ; and nothing but the obftinacy, natural to faction, 
which never, without reluctance, will fubmit to its anta= 
gonift, could have engaged the Lancaftrians to adopt the 
earl of Richmond as their head. His mother indeed, 
Margaret, countefs of Richmond, was fole daughter and 
heir of the duke of Somerfet, fprung from John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancafter: Rut the defcent of the Somerfet line 

was 


sacag idx? 
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the duke of Lancafter had obtained the legitimation of his 
natural children by a patent from Richard II. confirmed 
in parliament; it might juftly be doubted, whether this 
deed could beftow any title to the crown; fince in the 
patent itfelf all the privileges conferred by it are fully enu- 


merated, and the fucceffion to the kingdom is exprefsly 


excluded w. In all the fettlements of the crown, made 


during the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the line of 


Somerfet had been entirely overlooked ; and it was not 
till the failure of the legitimate branch, that men had 
paid any attention totheirclaim. And to add to the ge- 
neral diflatisfaction a agail nft Henry’s title, his mother, from 
whom he derived all his right, was ftill alive; and evi- 
dently preceded him in the aides of fucceffion: 

THE title of the houfe of York, both from the plain 
teafon of the cafe, and from the late popular government 
of Edward IV. had univerfally obtained the preference in 
the fentiments of the people; and Henry might engraft 
his claim on the right of that family, by his intended 
martiage with the princefs Elisa’ I eth, the heir of it; a 
marriage, which he had folemnly promifed to celebrate, 
and to the expectation of which he had chiefly owed all 
his paft fuccefles. But-many reafons difluaded Henry 
from adopting this expedient. Were he to receive the 
crown only in right of his confort, his power, he knew, 
would be very limited ; and he muft expect rather to en- 
joy the bare title of king by a fort of courtefy, than pof- 
fefs the real authority which belongs to it. Should the 
princefs die before him without iffue, he muft defcend 
from the throne, and give place to the next in fucceffion : 


1 1 


And ‘even if his hea - fhould be bleft with off 


ring, It 


feemed dang that filial piety in his chil- 


dren would prevail oyer Phe ambition of obtaining prefent 


¥ Rymer, tom, vii, p, $49, Coke’s Inft, 4 Inf: parts x. Pp» 37+ 
x 3 poffefiion 


ate and even adulterous. And though © 


poflefion of regal pc t arliament, indeed, 

might eafily be procured to fettle the crown on him during 
; but H the claim of 

fuc nb 
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ry was fenfible, that there remained another 


it refembling theright ofcon- 


foundation of power, fomev, 
; ; 


ely, pref 


fon; and that this title, guard- 


} 1+: 


ed by vigourand ability, would be fufficient to fecure per- 


rone. He had before him the 


ho, fupported by no better pre- 
y infurrections, and had b been 
wn peaceably to his pofterity. He 
m, which had been perpetuated 
s of the family of Lancafter, 


Bacon in Kennet’s compleat Hiftory, p. 579. y Bacon, p- 579 


giant 
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> Tee ie TZ 
tain it. Inftructed by tl ce, Henry v 
determined to put himfelf in pofleftion of rity ; 
and to fhow all opponents, that nothing but force of arms 


and a fuccefsful war fhould be able to expel him. His 


claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafter 


G 
1 


o be difcufied: And he 


to advance; and 1 


hoped that this right, 


fpecies of neceflity: But there entered 


fures and counfels another n 


} 1 ; he 

the iame apolog) entions, which, x ant 
during fo long a peri ntained bet = 
the rival families of fter, and the manyh 


fanguina 


1ad alternately taken on 


each oth > oppofite factions to a high 


pitch of himfelf, who had feen moft 
of his near friénds and relations perifh in the field or on 
the {c aff een 1 ¢ per- 


fon to many hardfhips and da 3, had imbi a violent 


antipathy to the York party, w no ti \ rence 
> } 
en | t C 
in of abol t re 1 
tions, of tit i | 
I { 
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{till the fay ourite objeds of his purfuit; and througty 


n, he never forgot thefe early 


the whole 


oa 1 c. 1: 
eae from his natural temper of 4 


evolent fyftem of policy, he 


} 
more eniai 


expofed himfelf to many pre 


anxi fat future poffible event, 
whi from that of the princefs 


wnom he ef ea. And while he treated the Yorkifts 


as ene 


foon rendered them fuch, and taught thent 


to ight to the crown, which he fo carefully 
kept feparate; and to perceive its weaknefs and-inya= 
ty. 
To thefe pafftons of Henry, as well as to his fufpicious 


politics, we are to afcribe the meafure, which he embraced 
z urd Planta- 


rence, was 


if-Hutton in 
rd; whofe 
of the young 

~~ 


better. treat- 
on either of 
h tender years 


reaion to expe 


1 
ta. the 
(oO tne 


tii a YOUTH OCT it 
} 


prehended. But Sir 
Henry with orders 


convey him to the 
y*, ‘The fame 


° j ; 
{ 4 


to the fame place, fhould be con- 


} 


at the princefs Elizabeth, 
order. to meet Hi and there 


“4 new hy-nfell GC Aes d J nd ° ’ t a 
FENRY himielf fet cut for the capital. and advanced 


Be ae SN Rey: STE, 313 
thing about him bore the appearance of an eftablifhed C H A P. 

‘ \ : qt RL 
monarch, making a peaceable progrefs through his domi- wy 


nions, rather than of a prince who had es his way i Rt 
/ His joyt 


to the throne by force of arms. ‘The acclamations of reception ia 
the people were every where loud, and no lefs fincere 1°74 
and hearty. Befides that a young and sadaties prince, 
on his acceffion, was naturally the object’of popularity ; 
the nation promifed themfelves great felicity from the new 
fcene which opened before them. During the courfe of 
near a whole century the kingdom had been laid wafte by 
domeftic wars and convu ions: and if at any time the 
noife of arms had ceafed, the found of faGtion and dif= 


content Tan threatened new diforders.' Henry, y his 


marriage with Eliz feemed to enfure an union of 


the contending titles of the two families; and having 


prevailed over a hated tyrant, who had anew « 
} > 


the fucceffion even of the houfe of York, and had filled his 


own family with blood and murder, an unfeigned favouy 


was obferved every where to attend him. Numerous and 
fplendid troops of gentry and nobility accompanied his 


progrefs. ‘The mayor be companies of London received 


him as he approached the city: The crouds of 


tion. But Henry, amidft this general effufion of joy, 
difcovered ftill the ftatelinefs 


r 
which made him feorn to court popularity: He entered 


and referve rut 3 temper, 

London in a clofe chariot, and would hot gratify the 

people with a fight of their new monarch. 
Bur the king did not fo much neglect t 


the people, as to delay giving them aflura 


marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, whic 
be fo paffionately defired by the nation. On his leaving 
Britanny, he had artfully dropped fome hints, that, if 
he fhould fucceed in his enterprize, and obtain the crown 
of England, he would efpoufe Anne, the heir of that 
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and even in Eli: e to dif. 
renewing, before 
nobility, the promife which he 


celebrate his nuptials with the Eng. 


hifh p iS: s well as 
by intereft, slete this alliance, he wast refiieas to 


1is own coronation 
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1 
of | 

fhould be finifhed, and till‘his title fhould be recognized 


o fupport his perfonal and 
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} 


it to the throne, he Sif left a preceding 


incefs fhould imply a participation of 
fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of his own title by 
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on, and other parts 
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d f Bedf Stanley, his ee: 
law, earl of [ y urteney, earl of De- 
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a blood; and that from the time the king affumed royal 
Pere ikke 


.—,— “ authority, the fountain was cleared; and all attainders 
3484. <4 


” 


¢ Befides that 
the cafe, from its urgent neceflity, admitted of no delibe- 


and corruptions of blood difcharged ¢, 


ration ; the judges probably thought, that no fentence of 
a court of judicature had authority fufficient to bar the 
tight of fucceffion ; that the heir of the crown was com 
monly expofed to fuch j ealoufy as might often occafion 
ftretches of law and juftice againft him ; and that a prince 
might even be engaged in unjuftifiable meafures during 
his predeceffor’s reign, without meriting on that account 


to be excluded hee the throne, which was his birth- 


WITH a parliament fo obfequious, the king could not 


| of obtaining whatever act of fettlement he was pleafed 


to require. He feems only to have pice ec fome doubt 


on what clair 
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fions. In his firft {peech to th 
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eft this lees on thould be in- 
terpreted as afluming a right of conqueft, he enfured to 
his fubjects the entire enjoyment of their former proper= 
ties and poflefiions 

Futail of ‘THE entail of die crown was drawn, according to the 


the crewn, 


of the king, and probably in words, dictated by 


Je made no mention in it of the princefs Eliza- 
nor of any branch of her family ; but in other res 


‘ient referve and 
at it fhould contain a 
ight; as on 


1 
he nther han Pe avonide +h 7; ra a 
the other hand, he avoided the appearance of 


generally 


5 age Pe eas 2S 


generally unavoidable in fuch cafes, was not entirely 


from uncertainty and obfcurity. . It was voted, *¢ That , 


$¢ the inheritance of the crown fhould reft, remain, and 


’ but whether as rightful heir, or 


abide in the king ¢; 
only as prefent pofleflor, was not determined. In like 
manner, Henry was contented that the fuccefiion fhould 


be fecured to the heirs of his body ; but he pretended not, 


in cafe of eee failure, to exclude the of York, or 


c 


give the preference to that of Lancafter: He left: that 


great point ambiguous for the prefent; and trufted, that, 
if it fhould ever become requifite to determine it, future 
incidents would open the way for the decifion. 

Bur even after all thefe precautions, the king “was fo 
little fatisfied with his own title, that, in the following 
he he applied to papal authority for a confirmation of 
the court of Rome gladly laid hold of all op- 


portunities, which the imprudence, weaknefs, or necef- 
fities of princes afforded it to extend its influence, Inno- 
cent VIII. the reigning pope, readily granted a bull, 

whatever terms the king was pleafed to defire. _ All Hen- 
ry’s titles, by fucceflion, marriage, parliamentary choice, 
even conqueft, are there enumerated; and to the whole 
the fanction of religion is added ; excommunication is 
denounced againft every one who fhould either difturh 
him in the prefent pofleffion, or the heirs of his body in 
their future fucceffion to the crown ; and from this pe- 
nalty, no criminal, except in the article of death, could 
be abfolved but by the pope himfelf, or his {pecial com- 
ult to imagine, that the fecurity, 


miffioners. It is diff 
derived from this bull, could be a compenfation for the 
defect which it betrayed in Henry’s title, and for the 
danger of thus inviting the pope to'interpofe in thefe con- 
eerns. 


¢ Bacon, p. sSie 
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the lords Zouche and Ferrars of Chartley, 

and Sir Jame Sir William Berkeley, Sir 
Humphrey St y, and about twenty other 
ven n, who had fought on Richard’s fide in the bat- 


men could 


be guilty of treafon, 


url of 


Rici who a ed king; it is not 
to ¢ , and nothing but’a fervile complaifance 


d them to make this 


12 {mall mortification to the 
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people in ul, to find, the king, prompted ei- 
ther | sr refentment, could, in the very begin 
? 7 
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nine of his reion, fo far violate:the cordial union, which 


had previoufly been concerted between the’ parties, and 
tot tion of he had plainly owed his fue- 
céfiion to he C 
Ts gained fo many- points sof confe- 
1 the parli 1t, thought it not expedient to 
fupply fi them, which the profound peace 
t 5 al 
chard herents, feemed to render fomewhat fuperfluous. 
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earl-of Surrey, howcver, 
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to the Tower. 
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Durine this parliament, 


yours and honours on fome particular perfons, who were 


hed to 


Beane fon of the 


atla 
“TD } 


duke of Bucki: 


1 Ra 
scored 


rho by his own ruin had made way for 
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that creat event. Chandos of britanny was created earl 
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of Bath, Sir Giles Daubeny lord Daubeny, and Sir Ro- 


> ‘Tl > were all: +h +] 
e. ineie were ali tne titles 
t aahiity conferred. bythe kine dur a ne 
of nobility conferred by the kine during this feffion of 
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parliament ¢, 


L, 


po Be orersree yt een) BES eae er 
Henry moft trufted and fa- 


Burt the minif 


voured, were not chofen from among the nobility, or 


even from among the laity. John Morton, and Richard 


Fox; two clergymen, perfons of induftry, vi 


Capacity, were the men to whom he chiefly « 
affairs and fecret counfels.. ‘They had fhared with him 


J 
all his former dangers and diftrefles; and he now took 


care 


waraesig its? ¥% 
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‘ care to make them participate in his good fortune. They 
| t—— were both called to the privy council; Morton was 

| 7485. —reftored to the bifhopric of Ely, Fox was created bithop 

| of Exeter. The former foon after, upon the death of , 
. Bourchier, was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. The 

. 


latter was 


e privy feal; and fucceifively, bithop of 
Bath and Wells, Durham, and Winchefter. For Henry, 
as lord Bacon obferves, loved to employ and advance pre- 
lates; becaufe, having rich bifhoprics to beftow, it was 
eafy for him to reward. their fervices: And it was his 
maxim to raife them by flow fteps, and make them firk 
pafs through the inferior bifhoprics *. He probably ex- 
pected, that, as they were naturally more dependant on 
him than the nobility, who, during that age, enjoyed 
pofleffions and jurifdiGtions dangerous to royal authority; 
fo the profpe& of farther elevation would render them 
ftill more aétive in his feryice, and more obequious to his 
commands, 


3436. In prefenting the bill of tonnage and poundage, the 
aot Jems parliament, anxious to preferve the true and undifputed 
fucceffion to the crown, had petitioned Henry, with de- 
monftrations of the greateft zeal, to efpoufe the princefs 
Elizabeth ; but they covered their true reafon under the 

dutiful pretence of their defire to have heirs of his bedy, 

King’s mare He now thought in earneft of fatisfying the minds of his 

—_ people in that particular. His marriage was celebrated at 

London; and that with greater appearance of univerfal 

joy, than either his firft entry or his coronation. Henry 

remarked with much difpleafure this general favour borne 

to the houfe of York. The fufpicions, which arofe from 

ate it, not only difturbed his tranquillity during his whole 
‘ reign; but bred difgutt towards his confort herfelf, and 
poifoned all his domeftic enjoyments. Though virtuous, 


F Bacon, ps 5$2. “hI 
amiadicy, 
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aimiable, and obfequious to the laft degree, the never metC H A 2s 
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with a proper return of affection, or even of complaifance 

from her hufband; and the malignant ideas of faction 1486 


fill, in his fullen mind, prevailed over all the fentiz 


of conjugal tendernefs, 

Tue king had been carried along, with fuch a tide of 

fuccefs, éver fince his arrival in Encland. that he thought 
> 5 > 5 


attended him. He now refolved to make a progrefs into 


the North, where the friends of the houfe of York, and 


even the partizans of Richard, were the noft numerous 


in hopes of cuting, by his 


prejudices of the malcontents. When hea 


tingham, he heatd that Sir Hum= 


phrey Stafford and Thomas, his brot! 


had fecretly 


withdrawn themfelves from their fanétuary at Colchefter: 


But this news appeared not to him of fuch importance as 

to ftop his journey; and he proceeded forward to York, 

He there heard, that the Staffords had levicd an army, An infurs 
and were approaching to befiege the city of Worcefter : = 
And that Lovel, at the head of three or four thoufand 

men, was marching to attack him in York, Henry was 

not difmayed with this intelligence: His active courage, 

full of refources, immediately prompted him to find the 
Proper remedy: _ Though furrounded with enemies in 
thefe difaffected counties, he aflembled a fmall body of 
troops, in whom he could confide; arid he put them 
under the command of the duke of Bedford; He joined 

to them all his own attendants; but he found that this 

hafty armament was mote. formidable by their fpirit and 

their zealous attachment to him, than by the arms or 
military ftores with which they were provided. e there- 

fore gave Bedford orders not to approach the enemy ;° but 
previoufly to try every proper expedient to difperfe them: 
Bedford publifhed a general promife of pardon to the re- 
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re hae aia 


% on their leader t 


1 undertaken-an enterprizey 
and capacity, was fo terrified 
that he fud- 

after. lurking fome tne it 
‘| where he 
His army 

ster rebelsy 


eI 


was followed, fome time 
, to whom. he. gave the 


famous, Britifh king 


pretended, the family 


ocoverpmcht 


fource « 


lou Not only a: preference on. all occafions,: it was 
5 wa en. to. the but many of 
the opp party had been exp ofed to ¢ great feyeritys:2 and: 
kad been bereaved.of their fortunes by: acts of. attainder. 
f l-re id pafled of all grants 
made by-the:p of York. and though} 


this 


wd 
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this rigour had been covered under the pretence; that the C H A P. 
. «ale 

feyenue was become infuficient to prune the dignity Of ene 
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the crown, ‘and though the liberalities, granted during HESS 


the later years. of Henty VI. were refumed by the fame 
Jaw, yet the York party, as they were the principal fuf- 
ferers by the refumption, thought it chiefly leve 


*y 


I 

It ea 

et 6 ar | = oy Tey RE oe Or ayrarcide arert 1 eee 
unit them: ‘The feverity, exercifed againft the earl of 


Warwic; begat compaffion for youth and innocence. ex 
? y > 

pofed to fuch oppreffion; and his confinement in the 

‘Tower, the very place where Edward’s children had been 


murdered by their uncle; made’ the public expect 


tataftrophe for him, and led them to: make a comparifon 


between Henry and that detefted tyrant; And when it 


was remarked, that the queen herfelf met with harfh 
treatment, and even after the birth of a fon, was not ad- 


ided to be inveterate, and 


men became equally obftinate in their difeu 


mitted to the honour of 2 public coronation; Henry’s 
prepofleffions were then conclu 

{ft to his 
government: Nor was the manner and: addrefs of the 


king calculated to cure thefe prejudices contracted apaintt 
his adminiftration ; but had, in evéry thing, a ery 
to promote fear, or at beft reverence, rather than good- 
will and affeGtion*; While the high idea, entertained 
of his policy and vigour, retained the nobilit y and men of 
character in obedience ; the effects of his unpopular g 

vernment foon appeared, by incidents of an exeigndibary 


nature, 


Tere lived in Oxford, one Richard Simon; a pri 
who pofleffed fome fubtlety, and ftill more enterpri 


temerity. “Fhis mam had entertained the defign of dif. 
turbing’ Henry’s government, by raifing a pretender to 
S / 5 > d 5 


his crown; and for that. purpofe, he caf his eyes on 
> r 5 


Lambert Simnel, a youth of fifteen years of age, who:Lambert 
C, é . 4 Ai =, Simnel, 
was fon of a baker, and who, being endowed with under-*™"* 


B Bacon,’ p. 583. 


¥ 2 ftanding 
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‘-ftanding above his years, and addrefs above his condition, 


uw feemed well fitted to perfonate a prince of royal extrac- 


tion. A report had been {pread among the people, and 
received with great avidity, that Richard, duke of York, 
fecond fon of Edward IV. had, by a fecret efeape, faved 
himfelf from the cruelty of his uncle, and lay fomewhere 
concealed in England. Simon, taking advantage of this 
rumour, had at firft inftructed his pupil to affume that 
name, which he found to be fo fondly cherifhed by the 
public: But hearing afterwards a new report, that War- 
wic had made his efcape from the Tower, and obferving 
that this news was attended with no lefs general fatisfac- 
tion, he changed the plan of his impofture, and made 
Simnel perfonate that unfortunate prince '. ‘Though the 
youth was qualified by nature for the part which he was 
inftructed to act; yet was it remarked, that he was better 
informed in circumftances relating to the royal family, 
particularly in the adventures of the earl of Warwic, 
than he could be fuppofed to have learned’ from one of 
Simon’s condition : And it was thence conjectured, that 
perfons of higher rank, partizans of the houfe of York, 
had laid the plan of this confpiracy, and had conveyed 
proper inftrudtions to the actors. The queen-dowager 
herfelf was expofed to fufpicion ; and it was indeed the 
general opinion, however unlikely it might feem, that 
fhe had fecretly given her confent to the impofture. This 
woman was of a very reitlefs difpofition. Finding, that, 
inftead of receiving the reward of her fervices, in con- 
tributing to Henry’s elevation, fhe herfelf was fallen into 
abfolute infignificance, her daughter treated with feverity, 


and all her friends~ brought under fubjection, fhe had 


conceived the moft violent animofity againft him, and 
had r to make him feel the effects of her refent- 


ment. She knew, that the impoftor, however fuceefsful, 


i Polydore Virgil, pr 5695 570 
might 
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might eafily at laft be fet afide; and if a way could be 
found at 


that a fcene might be opened, 


his oe to fubvert the government, fhe hoped 
which, though difficult at 
prefent exactly to forefee, would gratify her revenge, and 
be on the whole lefs irkfome to her, than that flavery and 
contempt, to which fhe was now reduced *, 

Bur whatever care Simon might take to convey inftrue- 
tion to his pupil Simnel, he was fenfible, that the impof- 
ture would not bear a clofe infpectiofi ; and he was there- 
fore determined to open the firft public fcene of it in 
Jreland. ‘That ifland, which was agen attached to 
the houfe of York, 
memory of Clarence, Warwic’s faches who had been 


and bore an affectionate regard to the 
their lieutenant, was improvidently allowed by Henry to 
remain-in the fame condition, in which he found it; and 
all the counfellors and officers, who had been appointed 
by his 
fooner did Simnel prefent himfelf to T 
earl of Kildare, the deputy, and claim his protection as 


predeceflor, ftill retained their authority. No 


“*homas Fitz-gerald, 


the unfortunate Warwic, than that credulous nobleman, 
not fufpecting fo bold a fiction, gave attention to him, 
and began to confult fome perfons of rank with regard to 
this extraordinary incident. “Thefe he feund even more 
fanguine in their zeal and belief than himfelf: And i 


proportion as the ftory diffufed itfelf among thofe of ro 


condition, it became the object of {till greater paflion and 
credulity; till the people in Dublin with one confent 
tendered their allegiance to Simnel, as to the true Plan- 
Fond of a novelty, which flattered their natural 
rd IV. 


who ftood before Warwic in the order of fucceffion ; they 


tage net. 


sianecie mn, they overlooked the daughters of Ec 


payed the pretended prince attendance as their fovereign, 
lodged him in the caftle of Dublin, and crowned him with 
a diadem taken from a ftatue of the virgin, and publicly 
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€ H A P.proclaimed him king, under 


£.}) 


t VI. The wholeifland follow 


redu 


c 
I 


face his Bee in perfon, 


leave England, where, he fe 
firft framed, and shack he k 
dition, and the people in general were 
give it countenance, in order to dif 


fource of 


nifters and counfellors 
fence of his authority, 


tap gs 
followed .thefe deliberations, 


lic : It was the 


q ucen-dow age ¥ 


nue, and the 


to Henry, fh 
naces of Richard, 


Bare into the h 
fitters in to the | 


caution under 
world!, ‘The 


this fufpicion, wl 
gueen, though fhe 


7 more le lenity, 


winced of the abfurd im- 


yn the kine the reproach of propa- 


: : Bee 
gating an impoiture, = of having hewn a counterfeit 


abfurdity of the i ime to ees: ate. 


earl of Lincoln, fon of John d ole, duke of Suffolk, 
and of Elizabe ifter to Edward 1V. was engag- 
ed to take part in son {pire This nobleman, who 
} 


pofleffed capacity and courage, had entertained. Vv 
ing views; and his at bitie encouraged = the 
known intentions of his unc Rick ard, who had formed 
a defigh, it cafe himfel ff ie without iffue, of de= 
elaring Lincoln fuccefle own. The king’s jea- 
loufy againwt all eminent perfons of the. York party, 

his rigour towards Wa wic, had farther firuck Lincoln 
with apprehenfions, and made him refolve to feek for 
fafety in the moft dangerous counfels. Having fixed 
fecret correfpondence with Sir Thomas Broughton, 2 
man of great intereft in Lancafhire, he retired to Flan- 
gers, where L ovel had arrived a little before him; and he 


¥ 4 lived, 
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- lived, during fome time, in the court of his aunt is 


wu — dutchefs of Burgundy, by whom he had been invite 


Tntrigues of 
the dar chefs R 


2487. 


Lambert 
Simnel jn- 
vades Eng- 


land, 


G2 


MARGARET, widow of Charles the Bold, duke of 


r any children of her own, attached 


j J + 
5u reundy, not navi 


with an entire friendfhip to her daughter-in-law, 
married to Maximilian, archduke of Auftria; and after 


the death of that princefs, fhe perfevered in her affection 


to Philip and Margaret, her children, and oceupie 
felf in the care of their education and of their perfons,. 
By her virtuous conduct and demeanour, fhe had acquired 
great authority among the. Flemings; and lived with 
much dignity, as well as ceconomy, upen that ample 
dowry, which fhe inherited from her hufband. ‘The re- 
warm than her 


fentments of this princefs were no lef: 


friendfhips ; and that fpirit of faction, which it is fo 
difficult for a focial and fanguine temper to guard againft, 
had taken ftrong poffeffion of her heart, and entrenched 
fomewhat on the probity, which fhone forth in the other 
parts of her character. Hearing of the malignant jea- 
loufy, entertained by Henry againft her family, and his 
oppreffion of all its partizans; fhe was moved with the 
higheft indigmation, and fhe determined to make him 
repent of that enmity, to which fo many of her friends, 
without any. reafon or neceffity, had fallen vitims. 
After confulting with Lincoln and Lovel, fhe hired 

body of two thoufand veteran Germans, under the com- 
mand of Martin Swart, a brave and experienced officer™ ; 


and fent them over, together with thefe two noblemen, 


4 


to join Simnel in Ireland. ‘The countenance, given by. 


rfons of fuch high rank, and the acceffion of this mi- 


itary foree, much raifed the courage of the Irifh, and 


made them entertain the refolution of invading Ene- 


land, 


“i 


HER N Vil. 


land, where they believed the fpirit of difattection et Se 
XXIV. | 

prevalent as it appeared to be in Ireland The. PO- « ; 

verty alfo, under which they laboured, seule it impof- © 1487. 

fible for them to fupport any longer their new court 

and army, and infpired them with a ftrong defire of 


enriching themfelves by plunder and preferment in Eng- 


Jand. 


Henry was not ignorant of thefe intentions of his 
enemies; and he prepared himfelf for defence. He or- 
dered troops to be levyed in different parts of the king- 
dom, and put them under the command of the duke 
of Bedford, and earl of Oxford. He confined the 
marquis of Dorfet, who, he fufpected, would refent 
the injuries fuffered by his mother, the queen dow- 


ager: And to gratify the people by an appearance of 


2 


devotion, he made-a pilgrimage to our lady of Walfing- 


ham, famous for miracles; and there offered up prayers 
for fuccefs and for deliverance from his enemies, 

Brine informed that Simnel was landed at Foudrey in 
Lancafhire, he drew together his forces, and advanced 
towards the enemy as far as Coventry. ~The tebels had 
entertained hopes, that the dif affect ed counties in the 
north would rife in their favour: But the people in ge- 
neral, ‘averfe to join Irifh and German invaders, con- 
vinced of Lambert’s impofture, and kept in awe by the 
king’s reputation for fuccefs and conduét, cither remain- 
ed in tranquillity, or gave affiftance to the royal army. 

The earl of Lincoln, therefore, who commanded the re- 
bels, finding no hopes but in victory, was determined to 
bring the matter to a fpeedy decifion ; and the king, 
fupported by the native courage of his temper, and em- 
_boldened by a great acceflion of volunteers, who had 6-4 tune: 
joined him, under the earl of Shrewfbury and lord Be, of 
Strange, declined not the combat. The hoftile armies 
met at Stoke in the county of Nottingham, and fought 

a battle, 
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€ HA Psa battle, which was bloody, and more obftinately dif. 


XXIV. 


F puted than could have been ex; 


1487. 


l Q 


ted from the inequality 


of their force. All the lead the rebéls were refolved 
to conquer or to perifh ; and they infpi 
like refolution, Tl 


experienced foldiers, 


ran and 


vent long doubtful ; and 


even the Irifh, though ill-armed and almoft defencelefs, 
fhowed themfelves not defective in fpirit and bravery, 


The king’s victory was purcl 


entirely decifive. Lincoln, Brough 
rifhed in the field of battle, with four thou 
followers. As Lovel was never m 
believed to have undergone the fame fate. Sin 


his tutor, Simon, was tak 


a prieft, was not tried at law, 


to clofe cuftody : Simnel was too contemptible 


in 


excite apprehenfion or refen } 
pardoned, and made a feullion in the king’s kitchen ; 


whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank of a 


falconer *. 


Henry had now lfeifure to revenge himfelf on his 


enemies. He made a progrefs into the northern parts, 


fpofition. A 


where he gave many proofs of his rigorous, difj 
h 


ftri& enquiry was made after thofe who 
favoured the rebels, The punifhments were not all fan-~ 
guinary: The king made his revenge fubfervient to his 


avarice. Heavy fines were levied upon the delinquents, 


1ad affifted or 


The proceedings of the courts, and even the courts 
themfelves, were arbitrary, Either the criminals were 
tried by commiffioners appointed for the purpofe, or they 
fuffe aa punifhment by fentence of a court-martial, And 
as a rumour had prevailed before the battle of Stoke, that 
the rebels had gained the victory, that the royal army 


was cut in pieces, and that the king himfelf 
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iclous times, which frequently hy 


€ law, and te violate pub- 
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fource of the difaffeCtion which pre yailed. “I 


now finifhed the ceremony of 


, and had been one principal 
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State of foreign affairs State of Scotland of 
Spain of the Low Countries of France—— 
of Britanny——French invafion of Britanny—— 
French embafy to England——Diffimulation of the 
French court——An infurrettion in the North—— 


efled—— King JPnagper ces into Br iene ner 9 


luyevation of Rritanduy t 
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——War with France——Invafion of France 
——Peace with France——Perkin Warbec—— 
‘e——He is avowed by the dutchefs of 
wd by many of the Englifb nobility 


——Trial and execution of Stanley——A par- 


PPP yr 
tament. 


HE kine acquired great reputation throughout Eu- 
rope by the profperous and vigorous conduct of his 
domeftic affairs: But as fome incidents, about this time, 
invited him to look abroad, and exert him(elf in behalf 
of his allies, it will be neceflary, in order to give a jut 
account of his foreign meafures, to explain the fituation 
of the neighbouring kingdoms ; beginning with Scot- 
Jand, which lies moft contiguous, 

Tue kingdom of Scotland had not yet attained that 
ftate, which diftinguifhes a civilized monarc chy, and 
which enables the gov ernment, by the force of its laws 
and inftitutions alone, without a any extraordinary capa- 
city in the foy ereign, to maintain itfelf in order and tran- 
quillity. James Ill. who now filled the throne, was a 
prince of little induftry and of a narrow genius ; and 

4 though 
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H 


though it behoved him to yield the reins of govern 


id | 


to his minifters, he had never been able to make 
v 


choice, which could give contentment both to himfel 
and to his people. When he beftowed his confidence on 

any of the principal nobility, he found, that they exalted 

their own family to fuch a height, as was dangerous to 

the prince, and gave umbrage to the ftate: When he in 
conferred favour on any perfon of meaner birth, on 
whofe fubmiffion he could more depend, the barons of 
his kingdom, enraged at the power of an upflart minion, 
proceeded to the utmoft extremities againft their fove- 
reign. Had Henry entertained the ambition of conquefts, 


a tempting opportunity now offered of reducing that i 
kinedom to fubjetion; but as he was srobably fenfible mi 
oS ) > / 7 wy 


that a warlike people, though they might be over-run by 


reafon of their domettic divifions, could not be retained 
in obedience without a regular military force, which was 
then unknown in England, he rather propofed the re- 
newal of the peace with Scotland, and fent an embafiy 
to James for that purpofe. But the Scots, who never 

defired a durable peace with England, and who deemed a 
their fecurity to confit in conftantly preferving them- | Ha) 
felves in'a warlike pofture, would not agree to more rie 
than a feven years truce, which was according 

cluded °°. 

Tue European ftates on the continent were then haft- 
ening faft to the fituation, in which they have remained, 
without any material alteration, for near three centuries 5 
and began to unite themfelves into one extenfive fyftem 
of policy, which comprehe aded the chief 
Chriftendom. Spain, which had hitherto been 
entirely occupied within herfelf, now became ; 
able by the union of Arragon and Caftile, in the perfon ee 

H <b 
' 
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f Ferdinand and Ifabella, who, being princes of great 
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Jonger kept in awe by a domeftic enemy fo 


enter into 


Thaxe a great figure in every Ww 


Of theLow MaxImiI Lian, kit 
Countries, 


peror Frederic, hady by his marriage jae the heirefs of 


Burgundy, 


j 


‘ed to the go- 


and his authority 
rebant, Holland, and feveral 
Sut as Flanders and Hainault ftill re< 


o his Sats and even appointed « 


th oroughly to’ 


from 


the oppofition of France, he had concluded a peace with 
Lewis. XI. and had given hi largaret, ther 


together with 


nt, im marriage to the 
" ? 
1 


and: Charoloisias her ¢ 


owry. But 
vad not produced the defired effet: ‘The 
ed to the crown of France under the 
rles VIIT. but Maximilian ftill found 


Flemings-fomented by the intrigues 


cut hy 
ef the court-of France. 


State of the two preceding réigns, had made 
France ¥ = 


in) power and great: ; and. had 


Europe at the fame time received: 
mon of force, it had been impoffible to have re= 
tained her within her ancient boundaries. Moft of the 


grea 


Vil. 


great fiefs, Normandy, Champagne, Anjou, Dauphiny, © 


Guienne, Provence, and Burgundy, had been united to , P 


the crown ; the Englifh had: been expelled from all their —14°% 
conquefts ; the authority of the prince had been. raifed to 
fuch a condition as enabled him to maintain law and 
order; a confiderable military force was kept on foot, 
and the finances were able to fupport it. Lewis XI. 
indeed, from whom many of thefe advantages were de- 
rived, was dead, and had left his fon, in early youth 
and ill educated, to fuftain the weight of the monarchy + 
But having entrufted the government to his: daughters 
the French power fuffered no check or decline. On the 
contrary, this princefs formed the great project, which 
at laft fhe happily effected, of uniting to the crown 
Britanny, the laft and moft independent fief of the mo- 


Anne, lady of Beaujeu, a woman of fpirit and capacity, 


narchy. 

Francis Il. duke of Britanny, confcious of his: own 
incapacity for government, had: refigned: himfelf to the 
direStion of Peter Landais, aman of meah birth, more 

oy integrity. 


Ys 


remarkable for his ability tham for his virtue 
The. nobles. of Britanny,. difpleafed.with the. great ad- 
yancement. of this favourite, had even proceeded! tor dif- 
affection againft their fovereign; and after many tumults. 
and diforders, they at laft united among themfelves, and 
in aviolent manner, feized, tried, and. put to death the 
ébnoxious. minifter. Dreading the xefentment of - the 
prince for.this invafion of his authority, may. of them 
retired to. France ; and-others, for. protection and fafety.s 
maintained a fecret correfpondence. with the French mini- 
fry; who, obferving the great diflentions. among the Bre- 
tons, thought the opportunity favourable for invading the 
dutchy.; and fo much the rather as they could.coyer their 
ambition, under the {pecious. pretence, of providing for do~ 


meftic, fecurity. 


Lewis, 


OF Britans 
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Lewis, duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, and 


~—,— prefumptive heir of the monarchy, had difputed the ad- 


1488, 


French in- 
vafion of 
Britanny. 


miniftration with the lady of Beaujeu ; and though his 
pretenfions had been rejected by the flates, he ftill main- 
tained cabals with many of the grandees, and laid {chemes 
for fubverting the authority of that princefs, Finding 
his confpiracies detected, he tock to arms, and fortified 
himfelf in Beaugenci; but as his revolt was precipitate, 
before his confederates were ready to join him, he had 
been obliged to fubmit, and to receive fuch conditions as 
the French miniftry were pleafed to impofe upon him: 
Actuated however by his ambition, and even by his fears; 
he foon retired out of France, and took fhelter with the 
duke of Britanny, who was defirous of ftrengthening 
himfelf againft the defigns of the lady of Beaujeu by the 
friendfhip and credit of the duke of Orleans.’ This prince 
alfo, perceiving the afcendant which he foon acquired 
over the duke of Britanny, had engaged many of his 
partizans to join him at that court, and had formed the 


defign of aggrandizing himfelf by a marriage with Anne; 
the heir of that opulent dutchy,. 

Tue barons of Britanny, who faw all favour engrofled 
by the duke of Orleans and his train, renewed a fritter 
correfpondence with France, and even invited the French 
king to make an invafion on their country. Defirous 
however of preferving its independancy, they had regu 
lated the number of fuccours, which France was to fend 
them, and had ftipulated that no fortified place in Bri- 
tanny fhould remain in-the pofleffion of that monarchy : 
A vain precaution, where revolted fubjeéts treat with a 
power fo much fuperior! The French invaded Britanny 
with forces three times more numerous than thofe which 
they had promifed to the barons ; and advancing into the 
heart of the country, laid fiege to Ploermel. To oppofe 
them, the duke raifed a numerous, but. ill-difciplined 

army, 


atmy, which he put under the command of the < 


Orleans, the count of Dunois, and others of the 


nobility. -The army, difcontented with this choice, and 1488. 
jealous of their confederates, foon difbanded; and] 
prince with too fmall-a force to keep the field 
invaders. He retired to Vannes; but bein 


hot] y pur- 


nade themfelves maf= 


fued by the French, who had now n 
ters of Ploermel, ‘ 


od: to Nantz; and the enemy, 
having previoufly taken and rifoned Vannes, Dinant, 


to that city. The ba- 


and other places, laid cl 
rons of Britanny, findin 


thej 
tne 


ir country menaced with 


total fubjeCtion, began ceataat to withdraw fron n the 


French army, and to make peace with their fove 


Tuis defertion, however, of the Bretons difcour: 
not the court of France from purfuin 


; her favourite pro~ 


ject of reducing Britanny to fubjection. The fituation 
of Europe appeared favourable to the exécution of this 


“7° 


defign. Maximi 


ian was ind 


with the duke of Britan: 


for marrying his daughter ; one he was on all occa! 
indigent, and at that time fo difquieted 


of the Fl lemings, that little effectual affiftance could be 


expected from him. Ferdinand was entirely occt Rs d 


feo a 1 . 
da; and it was alfo know: 


the conqueft of Grana 
if France would refio 


to him Roufillon and as rda¢ 
to which he had pretenfions, fhe could at any t 
gage him to abandon the interefts of Britanny. England 


alone was both enabled by her power, and en 
J ? 


her interefts, to fupport the independency of that dutchy ; 
and the moft dangerous oppofition was therefore, by Anne 
of Beaujeu, exp 
cover her real de 


Hen 
fhe 


ed from that qua In order to 
no fooner was “= informed of 

nry’s fuccefs agaii aft Simnel ae his partizans, than 

difpatched ambafladors to the court of Lor don, and 

made profeffions of the greateft truft and, confidence in : 
that monarch, 
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Tue ambafladors, after congratulating Henry on hi¢ 
late viGtory, and communicating to him, im -the moft 
cordial manner, as to.an intimate friend, fome fuccefles 
of their mafter againft Maximilian, came in the progrefs 
of their difcourfe to mention the late tranfactions in Bri- 
tanny. They told him that the duke of Britanny hav~ 


ing given protection to F gitives and rebels, the 
king had been necefiitated, sionhey to his intention and 
inclinations to carry war into-that datchy :. That the ho- 
nour of the crown was interefted not to fuffer a vaflal fo 


far to forget his duty to his s lie ege ‘lord; nor was the fecu- 


rity of thé government lefs concerned to prevent. the 


confequences of this dangerous-temerity : That the fugi~ 


or obfcure perfons; but, among 
ke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, 


F obnoxious to-juftice for treafonable 


tives were no 


other 


who, 

in France, had fled into Britanny; where he 
2 

in laying fchemes: of rebellion ‘againft his 

> war being thus,- on the part of the 


ly. defenfive,.it would immediately 


itanny, by returning to his 


the caufes of it: That their mafter 


Enoland: That France, in tranfaction, had, from 
f: Henry, acted contrary to what, ina narrow 
view, efteemed her ow inftead: 
of a rant e had-cc on 2 
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lity: And that as both the juftice of the catife and the Wares 


obligations conferred on Henry thus preponderated on the 
fide of France, fhe reafonably expected, that, if the fi- 
tuation of his affairs did not permit him to give affiftance 
to that kingdom, he would at leaft preferve a neutrality 
between the contending patties ?- 

Tuis difcourfe 


fible ; and to give it greater weight; they communicated 


of the French ambafladors was plau- 


to Henry, as in confidence, their mafter’s intention, after 
he fhould have fettled the differences with Britanny, to 
lead an army into Italy, and make good his pretenfions 
to the kingdom of Naples: A proje &, which, they knew 
£ “2 > 
uid give no umbrag he court of England. But 
would ¢ brage to the court of land: But 
all thefe artifices were in vain employed againit the pene- 
: J FE 
tration of s king: He clearly faw, that 


entertained the view of fubduing Britanny; but he alfo 


ft 


F rance had 


perceived, that fhe would meet with great, and, as he 
thought, infuperable difficulties in the execution of her 
proje&. ‘The native force of that dutchy, he knew, had 
always been confiderable, and had often, without any fo~ 
feign affiftance, refifted the power of France ; the natural 
fempet of the French nation, he imagined, would make 
them eafily abandon any enterprize, which required per- 
feverance ; and as the heir of the crown was confederated 
with the d ike of Britanny, the miniiters would be fill 
more remifs in profecuting a fcheme, which muft draw 
én them his refentment and difpleafure. Should even 
thefe internal obftruCtions be removed; Maximilian, whofe 
enmity to France was well known, and who now paid his 
dddrefles £6 the heirefs of Britanny, would be able to 
make a diverfion on the fide of Flanders ; nor could it be 
éxpeéted that France, if fhe profecuted fuch ambitious 
projects, would, be allowed to remain in tranquillity by 


P Bacon, p- 589+ : 
TIE erdinand 
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P. Ferdinand and Ifabella. Above all, he thought, the 


, French court could never expect, that England, fo deeply 
interefted to preferve the independancy of Britanny, fo 
able by her power and fituation to give effectual and 
iftance, wo1 


pemit fuch an acceffion of force 


He imagined, herefore, that the minifters of 
France, convinced of the i: pce of their fcheme, 


would at laft embrace paciic and would abandon 


an enterprize fo isnteiods to all the potentates of Eu- 
rope. 

Tuts reafoning of Henry was folid, and might juftly 
engage him in dilator y and cautious 1 meafures: But there 
entered into his conduct arother motive, which was apt 
to draw him beyond the jut bounds, becaufe founded on 
atruling paffion. His fr 
ated into avarice, made him averfe to all warlike en- 


which by degrees dege- 


srizes and diftant expeditions ; and engaged oe pre- 
Vioufly to try the expedient of negociation. He difpatched 


f Ps 


Urfwic, his ie oner, amin of addrefs and ability, to 


make offer of his md ion to the contending partic 


An offer, which, he thought, if accepted by France, 


J 


catty dias Z Fite RS Se wf aa 
would foon lead to a compcfure of all di fferences ; if re- 


cr.) 1 
} 


fufed or eluded, would at kaft difcover the siete veritas 


of that court in her ambitous projects. Urfwic found 


the lady of Beaujeu, now dutchefs of Bourbon, engaged 


in the fiece of Nantz, and tad the fatisfaGtion to find that 


s offer of mediation was readily embraced, and 


d 


with many ex spreftions of confidence and moderation. That 


able princefs concluded, that the duke of Orleans, who 


eoverned the court of Britainy, forefecing that every < 

com tion t be made at his vould ufe all 

corn tion muit be made at his expence, vould ufe all 
ks {t have -,. roe “ry 5 ¢ oe 7 

his eff to have Henry’s propofal rejected ; and would 


obftinacy and 


When ‘the 
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Enolifh ambaflador made the fame offer to the duke of C HAP, 
Britanny, he received for anfwer, in the name of that satay 
prince, that having fo long acted the part of prote€torand 4 
guardian to Henry, during his youth and adverfe fortune, 
he had expected, from a monarch of fuch virtue, more 
effectual affiftance in his prefent diftrefles, than a barren 
offer of mediation, which fufpended not the progrefs of 
the French arms: That if Henry’s gratitude were not fuf- 
ficient to engage him in fuch a meafure, his prudence, as 
king of England, fhould difcover to him the pernicious 
confequences attending the conqueft of Britanny, and its 
annexation to the crown of France: That that kingdom, 
already too powerful, would be enabled, by fo great an 
acceffion of force, to difplay, to the ruin of Englat and, 
that hoftile difpofition, which had always fubfifted- be- 
tween thofe rival nations: ‘That Britanny, fo ufeful.an 
ally, which, by its fituation, gave the Englifh an entrance 
into the heart of France; being annexed to that kingdom, 
would be equally enabled from its fituation to difturb, 
either by pyracies or naval armaments, the commerce 
and peace of England: And that, if the duke rejected 
Henry’s aegiation, it proceeded neither from an inclina- 
tion to a. war, which he experienced to be ruinous to him, 
nor from a confidence in his own force, which he knew 
to be much inferior to that of the enemy; but on the 
contrary, from a fenfe of his prefent neceflities, which 
muft engage the king to at the part of his confederate, 


not that of a mediator. 

WHEN this anfwer was reported to the king, he aban- 
doned not the plan which he had formed.: He only-con- 
cluded, that fome more time was requifite to: quell the 
obftinacy of the Bretons and make, them fubmit to reafon, 
And when he learned, that.the.people..of-Britanny,-an~ 
xious for their duke’s fafety, had formed a tumultuary army 
of 60,000 men, and had’ obliged *the-French td raife 


Z 3 


342 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


CH A P. fiege of Nantz, he fortified himfelf the more in his opi- 
bap } . ] He ant he ieee 
ww ion, that the court of France would at laft be ; 
3433. by multiplied « obftacles a difficulti 
7 


2&th July. 


Vy lO 


ford Dernar 


don, and preffed Henry not 


n to the court of Britanny. 


meanw hile 


eo 
cons. Lord Woodville, brother to the queen 


a man of courage and enterpri 


leave to raife underhand a body of volunteers and to tran- 
fport them into Britanny, met with a etithe bik the 
king, who was defirous of preferving the appee 


frict n neutrality. “That nobleman, how 
1 his pt irpofe. He went over to the Ifle of 


which he was governor; levied a body of 400 men; and 
having at laft obtained, as is fuppofed, the fecret permif- 
fion of Henry, failed with them to Britayny. ‘This en- 
terprize prov el fatal to the leader, and brought fmall 
elief to the unhappy duke. The Bretons rafhly i 
jn a general action with the French at St. Aubin, anc 

were difcomfited. Woodville and all the Englifh were 
put to the {word ; together with a body of Bretons, who 
had been accoutered in the garb of Englifhmen, in order 
to flrike a greater terror into the French, to whom the 
martial prowefs of that nation was always formidable 4 

The duke of Orleans, the eras of Orange, and many 


ether perfons of rank were taken prifoners: And the mi 


@ Argentié Hid, de Bretagne, liv, xii, 


litary 


ditary force of Britanny was totally deftroyed Ph e cath HAP 


of the duke, which followed foon after, threw 
till greater confufion, and f 
with a final fubjection. 
‘THOUGH the king did not p 
fo hurtful to the infesbils of 
gour and precaution, he had not 


with fuficient vi- 


r overlooked 
them. Determined to maintain a pacific condud, as far 
as the fituation of affairs would permit, ‘he yet knew the 
warlike temper ef his fubjects, and obferved, that their 
ancient and inveterate animofity to France -w 


is Now re=- 


wived by the profpeét of this great acceflion to her power 
and grandeur. He refolved therefore to make advantage 


of th's partion: and draw fome epi of money from 
k 


Britanny. He had feces a iia ment at Weitmin- 
fler' ; and he foon — them to « 
derable fubfidy *. But this fupply, though voted by par 


ant him a coi fi - 


liament, involved the king in unexpected 
‘The counties of Durham and York, always 
with Henry’s government, and farther provol ked | 
late Appe=fions, under which they 


ra ; 


fuppreflion of Simnel’s rebellion, refiited the 
€1s who were appointed to levy the tax. 
fioners, terrified with this appearance of 
application to the earl of eka ae Biri 
him advice and afiftance in the execut 


That nobleman thought the matter of im; 
to confult the king ; who, unwilling to yield to the hu- 
mours of a difcontented populace, and for: 


nicious confequence of fuch a ee renewe 
orders for ftrictly levying the impofition. _ Northumber- 

Tt goth November, 1487. 8 Polydore Virgil, p. 579, fays, that 
this impofition was a capitation tax; the other hiftorians fay, it was a tax of 
$we fijllings in the pound, 
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and fummoned togethet the juftices and chief freeholders, 
ivered the king’s commands in the moft imperious 


terms, gee he thought, would inforce obedience, but 


which tended only to provoke the people, and make them 


believe pis the advifer of thofe orders which he delivered 


to them', ‘They flew to arms, attacked Northumberland 


1 1 


in his houfe, and put him to death. Having in curred 


cult, their mutinous humour eee pted them 
at 


to declare againft the king himfelf; and being inftigated 


by John Achamber, a feditious fellow of low bitth;' they 


them- 


ir John Egremond thei 


were | Sn ee eae Ye iY. sut under th 
ately levied \a force which he put under the com= 


inand of the earl of Surrey,, whom he ‘had cal fro 


His cana 


a @reater arts which would 


ut ourrey thought. himlelf itrong 


; executed with 


er was taken prifoner, and 


fe Eeremond fled to the 

ke ee ee eee Pee ide him iprotectionmathe 

autcneis of Burgundy, who gave him protection; the 
eived a pardon, 


when he obtained this 
fhould be able to termi- 


ial 


negoeiation, and that he 


ill his coffers eee the money levied by 


Bretons ftill 


But as the diftr 


ly: —~ wm re 
multiplied, and became every day more u 


t; he found 


ing fome more vigorous 
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the duke, the French had revived fome antiqua ated claims © "S A P. 
a 


to the dominion of the dutchy; and as the duke of Or- ee, 
jeans was now captive in France, their former pretence 1489. 
for hoftilities could no longer ferve as a cover t o their am- 

bition. The king refolved therefore to 

liary to Britanny ; and to confult the int 

defires of his people, by of poli ng himfelf to tl 

of the French power. Befides entering into a league with 
Maximilian, and another with Ferdinand, hich were 
diftant refources, he levied a body of troops, to the num- 

ber of 6000 men, with an intention of tranfporting them 

into Britanny. Still anxious, however, for the re-pay- 

ment of his expences, he concluded a treaty with the 
young dutchefs, by which fhe engaged to deliver into his 

hands two fea-port towns, there to remain till fhe fhould 
entirely refund the charges of the armament'. Though 

he engaged for the fervice of thefe troops during the {pace 

of eight months only, yet was the dutchefs obliged, by 

the neceffity of her aft airs, to fubmit to fuch rigid condi- 

tions, impofed me an ally, fo much concerned: in intereft 


Ki fopde 
to protect her. ‘The forces arrived under the command 7 '"8:3¥° 


forces into 
of lord Willoughby of Broke; and made the Bretons, Britanny. 
during fome time, matters of the field. T 
retired into their garrifons; and propofed by 
meafures to wafte the fire of the Englifh, and 
them with the enterprize. The {fcheme was well laid, 
and met with fuccefs. Lord Broke found fuch difcord 
and confufion in the counfels of Britanny, that no mea- 
fures could be concerted for any Seve tt no fupply 
ébtained ; ho provifions, carriages, artillery, or military 
ftores procured. The whole court was rent into fac- 
tions: No one minifter had acquired the afcendant : And 
whatever project was formed by one, was fure tobe tra- 
yerfed by another. The Englith, difconcerted in every 
1 Du Tillet, Recueil des Traiteas E 
enterprize, 


Cc 
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H A P. enterprize, by thefe animofities and uncertain countels, 


returned pvt as foon as the time of their fervice was 
elapfed ; leaving only a {mall garrifon in thofe towns 
which had been coufigned into sf r hands. During their 
fay in Britanny, they had onl ly contributed ftill farther to 


eat the country ; and by th I 


eir. departure, they left it 


entirely at the me So feeble was the 


Cy of the e 


fuccour, which Henry in this important conjuncture 
afforded his ally, whom the inyafion of a foreign enemy, 

concurring with domeftic diffenfions, had reduced to the 
utmott diftrefs ! ! 

THE great object of the domeftic diffenfions in Britan- 
ny was the difpofal of the young dutchefs in marriage. 
‘The marefchal Rieux feconded the fuit of the lord d’Al- 
bret, who led fome forces to her affiftance. The chan- 
cellor Montauban, obferving the averfion of the dutchefs 
to this fuitor, infifted, that a petty prince, fuch as d’Al- 
bret, was unable to fupport Anne in her prefent extremi- 
ties ; and he recommended fome more powerful alliance, 
particularly that of OREN eR king of the Romans, 
‘This party at laft prevailed ; the marriage with Maximi- 
lian was celebrated rae 7; and the dutchefs thence+ 
forth aflumed the title of queen of the Romans. But 
this magnificent appellation was all. fhe gained by. her 
marriage. Maximilian, deftitute of troops and money, 
and embarrafled with the continual revolts of the Fle- 
mings, could fend no fyeccour to his diftrefled confort : 
While d’Albret, enraged at the preference given to his 
tival, deferted her caufe, and received the French into 
Nantz, the moft important place in the dutchy, both fox 
freoeth and riches, 

THE French court began now to change their fcheme 
with regard to the fubjection of Britanny. Charles had 
formerly been affianced to Margaret daughter of Maxi- 
muilian ; who, though too young for the confummation of 

her 
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her marriage, had been fent to Paris to be educated, and® HA P, 
eS eis . “3 : XXV. 
at this time bore the title of queen of France, Befides Ly 
the rich dowry, which fhe brought the king, fhe was, *49% 
after her brother Philip, then in early youth, heir to all 

the dominions of the houfe of Burgundy ; and feemed in 


many refpects the moft proper match, that could be 


chofen for the young monarch. ‘Thefe circumftances 
had fo blinded both Maximilian and Henry, that they 
never fufpested any other intentions in the French court; 
nor were they able to difcover, that engagements, feem- 
ingly fo advantageous and fo folemnly entered into, could 
be infringed and fet afide. But Charles began to per~ 
ceive, that the congueft of Britanny, in oppofition to 
the natives, and to all the great powers of Chriftendom, 
would prove a difficult enterprize; and that even, if he 
fhould over-run the country and make himfelf mafter of 
the fortrefles, it would be impofiible for him long to re- 
tain poflefion of them. The marriage alone of the dutchefé 
could fully re-annex that fief to the crown ; and the pre- 
fent and certain enjoyment of fo confiderable a territory. 
feemed preferable to the profpect of inheriting the domi- 
nions of the houfe of Burgundy; a profpect which be- 
came every day more diftant and precarious. Above all, 
the marriage of Maximilian and Anne, appeared deftruc- 
tive to the grandeur and even fecurity of the French mo- 
narchy ; while that prince, poflefing Flanders on the one 
hand, and Britanny on the other, might thus, from both 
quarters, make inroads into the heart of the country. 
The only remedy for thefe evils was therefore concluded 
to be the diffolution of the two marriages, which had 
been celebrated, but not confummated ; and the efpoufal 
of the dutchefs of Britanny by the king of France. 

Ir was neceflary, that this expedient, which had not 
been forefeen by any court in Europe, and which they 
were, all of them, fo much interefted to oppofe, fhould 
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€ HA P. be kept a profound fecret. and fhould be difcovered to the 


XXY. eas tas Ss aM MA ois 2 
t—— world only by the full execution of it. The meafures of 
749° the French miniftry in the condu@ of this delicate enter- 
prize were wife sia x Welitical While they preffed Bri- 

t 


y with all the rigours of war, they fecretly gained 


the count of Dunois, who poffeffed ¢ 


authority 


the Bretons ; and having alfo er 
i. 


prince of Orange, coulin-serman 


ve him his liberty, and fent him int 


sritanny. Thefe 
perfons; fupported eo other emiffari es roe France, pre- 
pared the minds of men for the great revolution pro SjeGied, 


and difplayed, Aisi ftill with many precautions, all 
the advantages of an union with the French monarchy. 
‘They reprefented to the barons of Britanny, that their 
country, harafled during fo many years with perpetual 
war, had need of fome re epofe, and of a folid and Jafting 
peace with the only power that was formidable to them - 
i nce with Maximilian was I 


er ay 


vent, which, 
be to attain 


| 
| 


ion to France, and by 


5 . Siar 
to them from their 


rc} was preferable to a {cene of fuch diforder and de- 
Vai mn 

TH had influ he Bretons: But 
the cl y fi unting the prejudices of 
t! her! That princefs had imbibed 
a tt Ton the French nation, and par- 
ticul te es, the or of all the calamities, 


hich 
which, 
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which, from her e her fa-C HAP. 


YY 
AA 


mily. She had alfo 1 ged he oT affections on Maxi imilian s,s 
and as fhe now deemed him her hufband, fhe could not, *49% 
fhe thought, without incurring the greateft gui ilt, and 
violating the moft folemn engagements, contract a mar- 

fiage with anothor perfon. In order to overcome 

obftinacy, Charles gave the duke of Orleans his liberty, 


aamtann 


promt shee: 0 sea 


who, though formerly a fuitor to the dutchefs, was now 
contented to ingratiate himfelf with the king, by em- 


ploying in his favour a all the intereft which he ftill po 
fefled in Britanny. Marefchal Rieux and She cit 
Montauban were reconciled by his mediation; and thefe 
rival minifters now concurred with the prince of Orange 
and the count of Dunois, in prefling the conclufion of 
a marriage with Charles. By their fuggeftion, Charles 
advanced with a powerful army and invefted Rennes, at 
that time the refidence of the dutchefs ; who, affailed on 
all hands, and finding none to fupport her in her in- 


flexibility, at laft opened the gates of the city, 


to efpoufe the king of France. She was married at Annexation 
Langey in ‘routaites conduéted to St. Dennis, where % Bussey 


to France. 
fhe was crowned ; and thence made her entry into Paris, 


amidft the joyful acclamations of the people, who re- 
garded this marriage as the moft profperous event that 
could have befallen the monarchy. 

Tue triumph and fuccefs of Charles was the moft 
fenfible mortification to the king of the Romans. He 
had loft. a confiderable territory, which he thought he 
had acquired, and. an’accomplifhed princefs whom he 
had efpoufed; he, was affronted in the So of 
daughter Margaret, who was fent back to him, after fhe 
had been treated during fome years as queen of France ; 
he had reafon to reproach himfelf with his own fupine 
fecurity, in negleéting the confummation of his mar- 
flaze, which was ealily practicable for him, and which 
would have rendered the tye indiffoluble : Thefe confi- 


derations 


ery 


CH & P-derations threw him into the moft 


qth Joly. 
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iolent rage, which 


he vented in very indecent expreiiions ; and he thr ee te 
France with an invafion from the united arms of Auftria, 
Spain, ard sui ger 

Tue king of England had alfo juft reafon to reproach 
himfelf w ith mifconducé in this important tranfadtion ; 


and thouch the affair had terminated in a manner. which 


ely forefce, his negligence, in leaving 


he could not preci 
his moft ufeful ally fo long expofed to the invafion of 


fuperior power; could not but appear orf reflection the 
refult of timid caution and narrew politics: As he va= 
Tued himfelf on his extenfive forefight and profound 


judgment, the aftendant acquired over Kim; by a raw 
> a , i 

youth, fuch as Charles; could not but give him the 

higheft difpleafure ; and prompt him to feek véngeance; 


after all remedy for his mifcarriaze was become abfolutely 


impracti¢able. But he was farther s@uated by avarice; 


2 motive {till more predominant with hinr than either 


pride or revenge; and he fought, even from his prefent 


aoa 
fhon. 


difappointments; the gratification of this ruling 


On pretence of a French war, he iffued a .commiffion 


: levying. a. Benevolene? on his people"; a 


taxation, which had beén abolifhed by 


of. Richard J This violence” (for 


uci 
was} fell. chiefly on the comi 


who w ed of the ready 


1] 
cehior 
HOT, 
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ta) 


>comprehended : 
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If the perfons applied to, lived 
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1 of living 
re concluded to be 


encyolence was levied 


2 opulent 
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épulent on account of their expences. This device wasC H A P. 
by fome called chancellor Morton’s fork; by others his. "1 y 
by fome called chancellor Morton’s fork; by others his -~)—y 
crutch. 149%. 


So little apprehenfive was the king of a parliament on 
account of his Seth a this arbitrary impofition, that he 
foon after funimoned that affembly to méet at Weft- 27th Ot 
minfter ; and he even expected to enrich himfelf farther 
by working on their paffions and prejudices. He knew 
the difpleafure, which the Englifh had conceived againft 


France; on account of the conqueft of Britanny; and X parity 

lie took care to infift on that topic, inthe fpeech, which ment. 

he himfelf pronounced to the parliament. He told 

them, that France, elated with her late fucceffes, had 

even proceeded to a contempt of England, and had re- 

fafed to pay the tribute; which Lewis XE. had ffipulated 

to Edward EV. “hat it became fo warlike 2 nation as 

the Englifh to be rouzed by this indignity, and not to’ 

limit their pretenfions nierely to’ repelling the prefent 

injury: That for his part, he was determined to lay’ 

claim to the crown itfelf of France, and to maintain by 

force of arms fo juft a title, tranfmitted to him by his 

gallant anceftors: That Crecy, Poictiers, and Azincour 

were fufficient to inftruét them in their fuperiority over 

the enemy; nor did he defpair of adding new names to” 

the glorious catalogue : That a king of France had been, 

prifoner in London, and a king of England had been’ 

crowned at Paris; events whieh fhould animate them to 

an emulation of like glory with that which had’ been 

enjoyed by their forefathers: That the domeftic diffen- 

fiens of England had been the fole caufe of her lofing 

thefe foreign dominions ; and her prefent internal union 

and harmony would be the ae means of recovering 

them; That. where fuch lafting honour was im view, 

and fuch an important Naty it became not brave 

men: to repine at the advance of a: little treafure ; And 
thdt 
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for i part, he was determined to make the war 


XXV. 3 ss 
_———/ Maintain itfelf, and hoped, by the invafion of fo opulent 
149% a kinodom as France, to encreafe, rather than diminifh, 


s of the nation ¥ 


the he 

NOTWITHSTANDING thefe magnificent vaunts of the 
king, all men of penetration concluded, from. the per- 
fonal character of the man, and ftill more, from the 
fituation of affairs, that he had no ferious intention of 
pufhing the war to fuch extremities as he. pretended. 
France was not now in the fame condition as when fuch 
fuccefsful inroads had been made upon her by former 


kings of England. The great fiefs were united to the 


crown ; the princes of the blood were defirous of tran- 


; the nation 


quilli bounded with able captains and 


the general afpect of her affairs 


veteran foldiers ; 


feemed rather to threaten her neighbours, than to promife 


them any confiderable advantages againft her... The le- 


vity and vain-¢ 


ory of Maximilian were fupported by his 
pompous titles ; but were ill feconded by military power, 
and ftill lefs, by any revem 
‘The politic Ferdinz 


me icnerdttiicrasive 
€, proportioned to them. 


id, while he made a fhow of war, 


was actually negociating for peace ; 


ather - than 


expofe himfelf to any hazard, would accept of very mo- 


derate conceffions for France... Even Fi 


gland was not 
free from domettic eka at and in Scotland, the 
death of Henry’s friend and ally, James III. who had 
been murdered by his rebellious abies, had made way 
for the fucceffion of his fon, James IV. who was de- 
voted to the French intereft, and would furely be alarmed 
at any important progrefs of the Englifh arms. But all 
thefe obvious confiderations had no influence on the par- 
liament. Inflamed by the ideas of fubduing France, and 
ef enriching themfelves by the fpoils of that kingdom, 


w Bacon, p. Gor, 


they 


Be a Vil. 


fhey gave into the fnare prepared for them, and voted 


the fupply which the king demanded, Two fifteenths _—)—~ 


were granted him; and the better to enable his vaflals 
and nobility to attend him, an act was pafled, empowering 
them to fell their eftates, without paying any fines for 
alienation. 


Tue nobility were univerfally feized with a defire of 
military glory ; and having cre dilontty fwallowed all the 
boatts of the king, they dreamed of no lefs than carry 
their triumphant banners to the gates of Paris, and put- 
ting the crown of France on the head of their fovereign. 
Many of them borrowed large fums, or fold off manors, 
that they might appear in the field with greater fplen- 
dour, and lead out their followers in more complete 


order. The king croffed the feas, and arrived at Calais 6:h 0& 
° War wit 
on the fixth -of OE Sober, with an army of twenty-five ¢, ais 


thoufand foot and fixteen hundred horf e, which he put 
under the command of the duke of Bedford and the earl 
of Oxford: But as fome inferred, from his opening the 
campaign in fo late a feafon, that peace would foon be 
concluded between the crowns, he was defirous of fug- 
gefting a contrary inference. ‘* He had come over, 
he faid, ** to make an entire a of France, which 
% was not the work of one fummer. It was therefore 
* of no conféquence at what feafon he began the inva- 
“ fion; aie as he had Calais ready for winter 

‘© quarters.” if he had ferioufly iritended this enter- 
prize, he iadansty marched into the enemy’s country 


Invafion of 


and laid fiege to Bulloigne : But saiwtehitanilins this 
France 


appearance of hoftility, there had been fecret advances 
made towatds peace above three months before; an 
commifhoners had been appointed to treat of the terms. 
‘The better to reconcile the minds of men to this unex- 
pected meafure, the king’s ambafladors arrived in the 
camp from the Low Countries, and informed him, that 
Vou. IIL, Aa Maximilian 


fu 
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Frances 


age 
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pines SRO Es Pe 
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ae 


ie nor to join him; nor was 
expected fi that quarter. Soon 


ne ftom Spain, and brought news of 


a peace concluded between that ki odom and France, in 


Charles had made a ceffion of the counties of 
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effectually 
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; arrears of the 


t ance tO £35 Vy, part 
j ) . And-he ulated a yearly 


wenty-five thoufand 
crowns. 


Growns. Thus the 


ney 


tnade pro! it upon his fubjecs f 


enemies. for the peace *; And 


he had fulfilled his promife, 

ment, that he would make 
Maximilian was, 
treaty ; but he dif 
anally, of whom, he 


plain: He m 
tained reftitution of Art« 
lois, which had been cec 
when fhe was afhanced to th 

THE peace, concluded b 


was the more likely to cont 


of ambition and youthful hopes, 


to the fide of Italy, and foon after undertook the con- 


queft of Naples; an enterprize, whic ry regarded 


> 


as Naples lay remote from 


with the peter indiff 


him, and France had never, in any 


in that quarter. T authority 


blifhed at home; and every 
> é 


‘ i ht 
f 


attempted againft him, had 


found his enemies, and confo 


ence. His reputation for 


day augmenting ; 


the moft unfavou 
to his throne were cut of 


by the iffue which it had brought him. 


fous fituation, the king 


of du rane 


the profpect 


inveterate and indefatic 
wantonly provoked 
kept him in inqui 


into danger. 


ee mee 


Perkin 


er hedn 
Warbec, 
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Tue dutchefs of Burgundy, full of refentment for the 
depreffion of her family and its partizans , rather irri- 
1 by the ill fuccefs of her paft en- 
at leaft to difturb that go- 


tated than difcouras 


terpr izes, was 


vernment, whicl nd it fo dificult to fubvert. 


By means of her emiffaries, fhe pro 


her nephew, Richard Plantagen duke of York, had 


- - Se Tarver hon i TaAor Khrother & r 
efcaped from the ‘Tower when his elder brother was mur- 


dered, and that he ftill lay fomewhere concealed: And 


finding this rumour, however improbable, to be ereedily 
yeceived by the people, fhe had been + okie out for 


fome youne man, r to perfonate that unfortunate 
J 5 


THERE was one Ofbec or War 


of Tournay, who h been carried by fome bufinefs to 
t ste 2 ee A sige degre 1 em We - { 

London in the reign of Kaward iy. and had there a fon 
born to him. Having had opportunities of being known 


he prevailed w 
affable, to ftand 


] } » neme >t 
o whom he ‘gave the name of 


to the king, 


the Flemiih manner; into 


was by fome believed, that Ed- 


us adventures, had a fecret com- 


merce with Warbec’s 1 


>; and from this 
5 3 


accounted for tl 


af ¥ lance td ‘+h 
rat refemblance, wnoicn 


ae en Bae Hae Pp ae 
Femaranca be i erki 1 and 
= = 
Se ee anes ete oone 
Some years aiter 


to “Tournay; 


main, but by 


place, and his birth and fortunes became thereby un- 


know! nda diff he #} ‘ ates 

swn, and di by the moft diligent en- 

guiry. The variety of his adventures had happily favoured 

the nat and fagacity of his genius ; and he 
oy BPRS } PD teers oe 


perrectiy mitted to ace any part, or 
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@flume any character. In this light he had been repre- © H AP. 


ented to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who, ftruck with 
the concurrence of fo many circumftances fuited to her 
purpofe, defired to be made acquainted with the man, on 
whom fhe already began to ground her hopes o Cfugcete. 
She found him to exceed hee moft fanguine expectations ; 

fo comely did he appear in his perfon, {> graceful in his 
air, fo courtly in his addrefs, fo full of docility and good 
fenfe in his behaviour and converfation. The leffons, 
neceflary to be taught him, in order to his perfenating 
the duke of York, were foon learned by a youth ef fuch 


quick apprehenfion,; but as the feafon feemed not then 
favourable for his enterpriz Ga a ae 
for his enterprize, in. order the 


better to conceal kim, fent him, under the care of lady 
Brampton, into Portugal, where he remained a year, un- 


known to all the world, 


THE war, which was then ready to bre 
France and En feemed to afford a proper ep 


nity for the difcovery ef this new. phznomenon 5 and 


Treland, which ftill retained its attachments to the houfe 
> 
ef York, was 


c as the proper place for his firft 
appearance 7. He | 


nd immediately 


afluming the na Richard Plantagenet, drew to him 
ignorant a ad--cre Sines people. 


ct 


partizans among tha 
He wrote le 
inviting them to join his party: He difperfed every 


tters to the earls of Defmond and Kildare, 


where the ftrange intelligence of his efcape from his 


uncle Richard’s cruelty: And men, fond of every thing 


+] 
ae 


new and wonderful, began to make him the gen 


fubject of their difcourfe, and even the object of their 


favour. 


7 1 Sie a 


Ln a { 7 
1 HE news ioon reached france; ana& 


by the fecret folicitations of the dutchefs of 


. S =e 
9s of one Frion,..a fecretary Ol i 
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afluming the 

every cir umftance wit 
many pa ticular qué 

at his anfwers ; 

burft out int 

very, 

Edward, 


mate fucceil 


afigned him: an ¢ uipage, fuited te his pret 


er 


appointed him a gua d of thirty halberdiers:; 
every one to pay court vim; and on all occation 


her 
es 


iB } an _ } 
among them, readily ac 


ret héard of : 


their inclination tow: 
felf, lord chamberlain, who had been fo active 
throne, moved either by 
tlefs ambition, entertained the 
in favour of his enemy *. Sir 
‘William Barley were till more opem it their mica- 


fures: They went over to Flanders, were 


a Bacon, p. 608. 
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s of Burgundy to the acquaintance of Perkin, 


wev~wy and made him a tender of their fervices. Clifford wrote 


4493. 


back to England, that he knew perfectly the perfon of 
Richard duke of York, that this young man was un- 
doubtedly that prince himfelf, and that no circumftance 
of his ftory was expofed to the leaft difficulty. Such po- 
fitive intelligence, conveyed by a perfon of rank and cha- 
g was {ufficient with many to put the matter beyond 


~ 


ym, and excited the wonder and attention even of 


the moit indifferent. ‘Che whole nation was held in fuf- 
ainft the 
king’s authority ; and a correfpondence fettled between 


pence; a -fegular confpiracy was formed 


aca 
“oe 


the malcontents in Flanders and thofe in En eland. 
THE king was informed of all thefe particulars; 


but agreeably to his character, which was both cautious 


lute, he proceeded WE pales: 5 though fteadily, 


and re 


e€ts of his enemies. His firft 


i 
ot 
ao 
oO 
a rey 
C 


in counter-wor 


object was to siete the dibath of the real duke of York, 


and to confirm the opinion that had always prevailed with 


nt. Five perfons had been employed 


* R Geha in the murder of his ne tat or could give 


evidence with regard to it; Sir James Tirrel, to whom 


he had committed the sovernn Bawa: for that 


and id feen the oe princes ; Forreft, 


er, who perpetrated the crime; and the 
prieft who buried the bodies. Tirrel and Djghton alone 
were alive, and they agreed in the fame ftory ; but as the 
1. 


prieft was Gad and as the bodies were fuppofed to have 


ard’s orders from the place where 


a. 


by eh removec 
interred, and could not now be found, 
jenry’s power to put the faét, fo much as he 


wifhed, beyond all doubt and controverfy. 


é 


He met at firft with more difficulty, but was in the 


end more fuccefsful, in detecting who this wonderful per- 
oe ER 


fon was that thus boldly advanced pretenfions to his 
crown. 


si 


HOE ON “Ro Yo - VEL 


crown. He difperfed his fpies aN over Flanders and © 


England; he engaged many to pretend that they had em- 
braced Perkin’s party ; he directed them to infinuate 
themfelves into the confidence of the young man’s friends ; 
in proportion as they conveyed intelligence of any con- 
fpirator, he bribed his retainers, his domeftic fervants, 
nay fometimes his confeffor, and by thefe means traced 
up fome other confederate ; Clifford himfelf he engaged 
by the hope of rewards and pardon, to betray the fecrets 
committed to him; the more truft he gave to any 6f his 
fpies, the higher refentment did he feign againft them 

fome of them he even caufed to be excommunicated and 
publicly anathematized, in order the better to procure 
them the confidence of his enemies: And in the ifiue, the 
whole plan of the confpiracy was clearly laid before him 


ventures, life, and converfation o 


was immediately publifh isfa€ 

tion: The confpirators he referved for a flower and furer 
‘4 

vengeance, 


Meranwnitr, he remonftrated with the archduke, 
Philip, on account of the countenance and protection, 
which was afforded in his dominions to fo infamous an 
impoftor ; contrary to treaties fubfifting between the fo- 
vereigns, and to the mutual amity which had fo long 
been maintained by the fubjects of both ftates. ~ Marga- 
ret had intere{t enough to get his application rejected ; on 
pretence that Philip had no authority over the demefnes 
of the dutchefs dowager. And the king, in refentment 
of this injury, cut off all commerce with the Low Coun~ 
tries, banifhed the Flemings, and recalled his own fub- 
je@s from thefe provinces. Philip retaliated by like 
ediéts ; but Henry knew, that fo mutinous a people as 


the Flemings would not long bear, in compliance with 
the 
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’. king was reftrained by doubts and fcruples ; the prifoner 


(—~—) was brought to his trial, condemned, and prefently after 


1495 


beheaded. Hiftorians are not well agreed with regard to 
the crime which was proved againft him. The general 
report is, that he fhould have faid in confidence to Clif. 
ford, that, if he were fure the = man, who appeared 
in Fl landers, was really fon to king ae he never 
would bear arms zgainft him. This fentiment might 
difguft Henry, as implying a preference of the houfe of 
York to that of Lancafter, but could fearcely be the 
ground, even in thofe arbitrary times, of a fentence of 
high treafon againft Stanley. It is more probable, there- 
fore, as is aflerted by fome hiftorians, that he had exprefsly 
engaged to affift Perkin, and had aCtually fent him fome 
fupply we mone} 

great impreffion on the king- 
; 


s retainers with the deepeft 


) 
dom, and: ftruck all Perkin 


difmay. From Clifford’s defertion, they found that all 
their fecrets were betrayed; and as it appeared, that Sta 

ley; while he feemed to live in the gre net cian 
with the king, had been continually farrounded by fpies, 
who reported and regiftered every a€tion in which he was 
engaged, nay, every word which fell from him, a general 


le- 


diftruft took place, and all mutual confidence was ¢ 
ftroyed, even among intimate friends and acquaintance. 
The jealous and fevere temper of the king, together with 


his great reputation for ity and penetration, kept 


men in awe, and quelled not only the movements of fe- 
dition, but the very murmurs of faction. Libels, how- 
ever, creeped out againft Henry’s perfon and adminiftra- 


tion ; and Bene greedily propagated by every fecret art, 
t 


Gictable root if difcontent, which featad only a proper 


opportunity to difcover itfelf, 


Pt 


Bur 
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Bur Henry continued more intent o1 encreafing the 
terrors of his people, than on gaining their affections. 
Trufting to the great fuccefs which attended him in all 
his enterprizes, he gave every day, more and more, a loofe 
to his rapacious temper, and employed the arts of per- 
verted law and juftice, in order to exact fines and com- 
pofitions from his people. Sir William Capel, alderman 
of London, was condemned on fome penal ftatutes to pay 
the fum of 2743 pounds, and was obliged to compound 
for fixteen hundred and fifteen. This was the firft note 
cafe of that kind ; but it became a precedent, which pre- 
pared the way for many others. “The management, in- 
deed, of thefe arts of chicanery, was the great fecret of 
the king’s adminiftration. While he depreffed the nobi- 
lity, he exalted and honoured and carefled the lawyers ; 
and by that means both beftowed authority on the laws, 
and was enabled, whenever he pleafed, to pervert them to 
his own advantage. His government was oppreffive; but 
it was fo much the lefs burthenfome, as, by extending 
his own authority, and curbing the nobles, he became in 
reality the fole oppreflor in his kingdom. 

As Perkin found, that the king’ ys authority daily gained 
ground among the people, < 1is OWn pre etenfions 
were becoming obfolete, he ref folved to pt fomething, 
which might revive the hopes and spell ns of his par- 
tizans. Having gathered together a band of outlaws, 
pirates, robbers, and neceffitous perfons of all nations, to 
the number of 600 men, he put to fea, with a refolution 
of making a defcent in England, and of exciting 
common people to arms, fince all his correfpond ence with 
the nobility was cut off by Henry’s vicilance and feve- 


/ 


rity. Information being brought hi ing had 


K 
made a proercfs to the north, he caft anchor on fi die coalt 


of Kent, | fent fome of his retainers afhore, who in- 


vited the country to join him, ‘The gentlemen of Kent 
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rather than his law, would, 


be followed by his enemies. 
the legiflature itfelf, by prefcrib 


rules 
aments, was contradictory te he plaineit 
political ¢ sovernment, 
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tute, by which that a 
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THE king’s at 
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fent over to that country, 
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natives to  fubje i 
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their te and morafies, and mount 
eluded. his efforts : t Poynings 
at Dublin, wh 
that memorable ftatu 
which eftablithes the < ¢ 
in Ireland. By this ftatute, all the former 
Jand were made to be of force i 
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AP. Wuuite Henry’s authority was thus eftablifhéed through? 
~~~ out his dominions, and general tranquillity prevailed, the 
495+ whole continent was thrown into combuftion by the 
French invafion of Italy; and by the rapid fuccefs which 
attended Charles in that rafh and ill-concerted enter- 
prize. The Italians, who had entirely loft the ufe of 
arms, and who, in the midft of continual wars, had be+ 
come every day more unwarlike, wete aftonifhed to meet 
an enemy; that made the field of battle; not a pompous 
taurhatheht, but a fcene of blood, and fought at the ha- 
gatd-of their own lives the death of theirenemy: Theit 
effeminate troops were difperfed every where on the ap- 
proach of the French army: Their beft fortified cities 
opened their gates: Kingdoms and ftates were in an in- 
ftant overturned: And through the whole length of Italy, 
which the French penetrated without refiftance, they 
feemed rather to be taking quarters in their own country, 
than making conquefts over ah enemy. The niaxims, 
which the Italians, during that age, followed in nego-= 
ciations, were as ill calculated to fupport their ftates, as 
the habits to which they were addicted in war: A trea 
cherous, deceitful, and inconftant fyftem of politics pre 
vailed; and even thofe fmall remains of fidelity and ho- 
nout, which were preferved in the councils of the other 
European piinces, were ridiculed in Italy, as proofs of 
ignorance and rtifticity, Ludovico, duke of Milan, who 
invited the French to invade Naples, had never defired ot 
expected their fuccefs; and was the firft that felt terror frorn 
the profperous iffue of thofe projects, which he himfelf had 
concerted. By his intrigues a league was formed among 
feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of Charles’s con- 
quefts and fecure their own independency. This league 
was compofed of Ludovico himfelf, the pope, Maximi- 
lian king of the Romans, Ferdinand of Spain, and the 
republic of Venice, Henry too entered into the confede-= 
racy ; 


racy ; but was not put to any expe 


pence or trouble in con- 


fequence of his engagements. The king of France, ter- 
tified by fo powerful a combination, retired from Naples 
with the greater part of his army, and returned to France. 
The forces, which he | 
partly by the revolt of the inhabitants, partly by the in- 
vafion of the Spaniards, foon after fubdued; and the 
whole kingdom of Naples fuddenly returned to its alle- 
giance under Ferdinand, fon to Alphonfo, who had been 
fuddenly expelled by the irruption of the French. — Ferdi- 
nand died foon after; and left his uncle, Frederic, in full 
pofleffion of the throne. 


eft in his new conqueft were, 
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Perkin retires to Scotland——Infurrection in the weft 


p) 

——Batile of EF Blackbeath-——Truce with Scotland 

_— Perkin taken prifoner —— Perkin executed 
f 


£ 7 


——The earl of Warwic executed——M 


of prince Arthur with Catharine of Arragon—— 


a death Marriage of the princefs Margaret 
th the king of Scotland -— Oppreffions of the 
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ae A par ena ae ival of t 


oe aes a Be 
of Cafitle— 


pe uthority. 
I j 
> : “at that iffand in f 
But Poynings nad now pu s of that ifland in to 
A Pe - lah; an 
ood 4 pofture, tt with little { ; and 
o 
: C - Ae 
bein ired of fa wi 1 he w ed to 
; a + 4y } BA Ae A SPE yp Is 
lead, while fkulking among {4 Wid irln, fe bent. his 
Cc towards 5¢ id. a hinifelf to James 
XT 1 ja yoo bes 5 
I who then red that ki He had been 
| > 
rt ) D1 F £ 
pi uh pi { of 
a tt y ne into the 
¢ nc e mendaation was 
f ee ie | ; SPN or 9s 
yen iec / i ly one of tne 
1 : ea, 1 te 
confederates, We od \ Ki on account 


Ps 


oO! 


ef his prohibiting in England all commerce with the Low C 

Countries. “Ihe countenance given to Perkin by thefe . 

princes procured him a favourable reception with the king p, ios: 
erkKin re- 


of Scotland, who affured him, that, whatever he were, tires to Scot- 
land, 
e never fhould repent putting himfelf in his hands‘ : 


The infinuating addrefs 
youth himfelf, feem even to. have gained him credit and 


and plaufible behaviour of the 


authority. umes, whom years had not yet taught dif- 
truft or caution, was feduced to believe the {tory of Per- 
kin’s birth and adventures ; and he carried his confidence 
fo far as to give him in marriage the lady i 


don, daughter of the earl of Huntley, and related to 


himfelf ; a young lady too, eminent for virtue as well 


as beauty. 


THERE fubfifted at that time a great jealoufy between 
the courts of England and Scotland ; and James was 
probably the more forward on that account to adopt any 
fiction, which, he thought, sht reduce his enemy tg 
diftrefs or difficult He fuddenly refolved to make an 
inroad into. England, attended by fome of the borderers ; 
and he carried Perkin along with him, in hopes, that the 
appearance of the pretended: prince might raife an infur- 
rection in the northern counties. Perkin himfelf difperfed 
a manifefto, in which he fet forth his own j 
craved the afliftance of all his fubjeéts in. expelling the 
ufurper, whofe tyranny and mal-adminiftration, whales 
depreffion of the nobility by elevation of mean per- 


fons, whofe oppreffion of the people by multiplied i LORS 


fitions and vexations, 
odious to all Bu 
with repeated difz 

the eyes even 

tions, which fubfit 
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princes, fupported b unwelcome pre= 
fent to the , committed 
by the borderers, ice and diforder, 

‘ato all men; and made the people prepate 


joining them, 
§ 


his pretenfions to royal 


j ‘ oy of ai 
ed great compa mifery of his 


with his 
Scottifh 


his con+ 


; 


cétn was employed only in beh and that 


of an ener 


he was anxious to prefetve what never fhould belong to 


TAS 
Vas 


Sti Hie ry . rn tres 
retreat into nis own country. 


Tue kine difcovered little anxiety to procure either 
5 
reparation or vengeance for.this infult committed on him 


as “hist cance + 
ts chrer COMnCcei ih 


j ay 
as to araw ad-= 


by the Scotch nation: I 
vantage from it, by the pretence which it might afford 
jects. He fumes 


moned a parliament, to whom he made bitter complaints 


him to levy impofitions on his own fub 


apainft the irruption of the Scots, the abfurd impofture 
countenanced by that nation, the cruel devaftations com- 
iitted in the northern counties, and the multiplied infults 
thus offered both to the king 
The par 

of the king, by granting him a fubfidy to the amount of 


and kingdom of England, 


ment made the expected return to this difcourfe 


120,000 pounds, together with two fifteenths. After 


making this grant, they were difmiffed. 

THE vote of parliament for impofing the tax was 
without much difficulty procured by the authority of 
Henry ; bat he found it not fo eafy to levy the money 


eae ot Boa Se eget mare eee 
upon his fubjects. who were acquainted 


@ Polydore Virgil, ps 5 


with the immenfe treafures which he had amafled, could ij] CH A P. 
brook the new impofitions raifed on every flight 

and it is probable, that the flaw, which was univerfall 

known to be in his title, made his reign the mere fubje¢ 

to infurreGtions and rebellions. When the { fubndy began InfurreAion 
to be levied in Cornwal, the inhabitants, numerous — 
poor, robuft and courageous, murmured againft a tax, 
occafioned by a fudden inroad of the Scots, from which 

they efteemed themfelves entirely fecure, and which had 

ufually been repelled by the force of the northern coun- 

ties, Their ill-humour was farther incited by one Mi- 

chael Jofeph, a farrier of Bodmin, a notable talking fel- 

low, who, by thrufting himfelf forward on every occa» 

fion, and being loudeft in every complaint againft the 
government, had acquired an authori ty among thefe rude 


} 


people, ‘Thomas Flammoc too, a lawyer, who had be- 
come the oracle of the neighbourhood, encouraged the 
fedition, by informing them, that the tax though im- 
pofed by parliament, was entirely illegal, that the nor- 

thern nobility. were bound, by their te nures, to defend 
the nation againft the Scots; and that if thefe new im- 
pofitions were tamely fubmitted to, the avarice e of Henry 
and of his. minifters would foon render the RAs into- 
lerable to the nation. The Cornifh, he faid, muft deli- 
ver to the king a petition, feconc ded by fuch force as would 
give it authority; and in order to procure the concur- 
rence of the reft of the kingdom, care mu‘t be taken, by 
their orderly deportment, to fhew that they had nothing 
in view but the public good, that the redvefs of all thofe 
Res, under vehich the speee had fo long laboured, 


the multitude flock- 


and Grab weapons. as. country — are v 


of. Flammoc and Jofeph were chofen their _leac 


They foon conduGted the Cornifh throug h the co 
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C HA P. Devon, and reached that of Somerfet. At Taunton the 


XXXVI. 


Larry tebels killed 


1497. 


J 


ed, 


fury, an officious and eager com- 
miffioner of the fubfidy, whom they called the provoft of 
Perin. jMihen they reached Wells, they were joined by 
lord Audley, a nobleman of an ancient family, popular 
in his deportment, but vain, ambitious, and reftlefs in 
his temper. He had from the beginning maintained a 
fecret correfpondence with the firft movers of the infur- 
rection ; and was now joyfully received by them as their 
leader. Proud of the countenance given them by fo con- 
fiderable a nobleman, they continued their march ; breath- 
ing deftruction to the king’s minifters and favourites, 
particularly Morton, now a cardinal, and Sir Reginald 
Bray, who were deemed the moft active inftruments in 
all his oppreffions. Notwithftanding their rage againft the 
adminiftration, they carefully followed the Seetions given 
them by their leaders ; and as they met with no refiftaace, 
they committed, during their march, no violence or dif- 
order. 

THe rebels had been told by Flammoc, that the inha- 
bitants of Kent, as they had ever, during all ages, 
remained unfubdued, and had even maintained their in- 


dependency during the Norman conqueft, would furely 


o 
embrace their party, and declare theméelves for a caufe, 
which was no other than that of public good and general 
liberty. But the Kentifh people had very lately diftin- 
ouifhed themfelves by repelling Perkin’s invafion ; and 


received from the kine many gracious acknow- 


ledoments for this fervice, their affections were, by that 
ns, much conciliated to his government. It was 
the earl of Kent, lord Abergavenny, 


and lord Cob! ha who volletied great authority in thofe 


there es 


parts, to retain the people in obedience ; and the Cornifh 


rebels, rae they pitched their camp near Eltham, at 


don, and invited all the people to 


the very gates or 


join 


NSS RY VE. 


join them, got reinforcement from no quarter. There 
wanted. not ai {contents every where, but no one woul Id 
take part in fo rath and ill-concerted an enterprize ; and 


3 
befides, the fituation, in v hich the king’s affairs then 
ftood, difcouraged even the boldeft and moft daring. 

Henry, in order to oppofe the Scots, had alrea ady 
Jevied an army, which he put under the command of lord 
Daubeney, the chamberlain ; and as foon-as he heard of 
the Cornifh infurreGiion, he ordered it to march fouth- 
wards, and fupprefs the rebels. Not to leave the northern 
frontier defencelefs, he difpatch: - the earl of 
Surrey, who aflembled the forces on the borders; and 
made Head againit the enemy. Henry found here the 
goncutrence of the three moft fatal incidents that can 
befal a monarchy; a foreign enemy, 4 domeftic rebel- 
lion, and a pretender to his crown ; but he enjoyed great 
refources in his army and treafure, and ftill more, in the 
intrepidity and courage « f his own temper. ~ He did not, 
however, iminediately give full fcope nis milita 


fpirit. On other oce afions had always haftened to a 


“dh } 
ee it hi b 
1 jay) vith um, that he de- 


decifion, and it was a ufua 
fred but to fee bis rebels: But as he Cornith mutiniers be- 
haved in an inoffenfive manner, and ¢ ommitted no fpoil 
on the country; as they received no acceffion of force on 
their march or in their encampmer nS and as fuch hafty 
and popular tumults might be expect ted to diminifh every 
moment by delay ; he took poft in London, ar nd affiduoutly 
prepared the means of enfuring victory. 

AFTER all his forces w 
into three bodies, and march 
The firt body, commanded 
under him by the earls 


pointed to place themfelves 


‘tn oF } yea oS oe 
rebels were encamped : The fecond and mott confider- 


Henry put under the command of lord Dauben 
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| him to-attack the enemy in front, and bring 


tion. ‘The third, he kept as a body of. referve 


atvbei his own perfon, and took poft in St. George’s 
fields ; where he fecured the city, and could eafily, as 
occafion ferved, either reftore the fight or finifh the vic- 
tory. ‘lo put the enemy off their guard, he had fpread 
a report that he was not to attack them till fome days 
1e better to confirm them in this opinion, he 
began not the aGtion till near the ey ee: Daubeney 
beat a detachment of the rebels from De -ford- bridge 5 ; 
ind before the main body could be in order to receive 
i afcent of the hill, and placed 
himfelf in array before them. apes were formidable 
from their numbers, bel ing fixteen thoufand ftrong, and 


lour; but being tumultuary 
troops, ill armed, and not provided with cavalry orartillery, 
they were sa an unequal match for the king’s forces. 
Daubeney began the attack with courage, and even with 
a contempt of the enemy, which had almoft proved fatal 
to him. He 
taken cao ; but foon after was 1 


mid{ft of them, and was 


ved by his own 
troops. After fome refiftance, the rebels were broken, 
and put to flight», Lord Audley, Flammoc, and Jofeph, 


their leaders, were taken, and all three executed, The 
latter feemed even to exult in his end, and boafted, with 


that he fhould make a figu re In 


o furrounded on ev 


thout fa 


} } + + 
and who amounted to near two thoue 
he pitied the ignorance and fimplicity of the 
‘axroured them £ 
rayourea them tneir more 


behaviour, or was pleal had never, 


during 


H EN R Y Vil. 


during their infurrection, difputed his title, and had CH AP. 
XXXVI. 


fhewn no attachment to the houfe of York, the higheft ; 


crime, of which, in his eyes, they could have been 1497 


guilty. 

Tue Scottith king was not idle during thefe commo- 
tions in England. He levied a confiderable army, and 
fat down before the caftle of Norham in Northumberland 3 
but found that place, by the precaution of Fox, bifhop 
of Durham, fo well provided both with men and ammu- 
nition, that he made little or no progrefs in the fiege. 
Hearing that the earl of Surrey had colleGted fome forces 
and was advancing upon him, he retreated into his own 
country, and left the frontiers expofed to the inroads of 
the Englifh general, who befieged and took Aiton, a 
fmall caftle lying a few miles beyond Berwic. Thefe 
unfuccefsful or frivolous attempts on both fides progno- 
fticated a fpeedy end to the war ; and Henry, notwith- 
ftanding his fuperior force, was no lefs defirous than 
James of terminating the differences between the nations. 
Not to depart, however, from his dignity, by making 
the firft advances towards peace, he employed in t 
friendly office Peter Hialas, a man of addrefs and | 
ing, who had come to him as ambaflador from Ferdinan 
and Ifabella, and who was charged with a commiffion of 


negociating the marriage of the infanta Catherine, their 


daughter, with Arthur prince of Wales i. 
Hiaias took.a journey northwards, and offered his 


mediation between James and Henry, as minifter of a 


prince, who was in alliance with both potentates. Com- 
miffioners were foon appointed to meet, and confer on 
terms of accommodation. ‘The firft demand of the Eng- 
lith was, that Perkin fhould be put into their hands: 
James replied, that he himfelf was no judge of the young 


fuppli- 


man’s pretenfions, but having received him as a 1upf 
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cant, and prot protection, he was determined 
not to betray a man, who had trufted to his good faith 
and his 


next demand. of the Engliflt 
g 
met with no better 


tion: “Phey required reparation 


d by the 


for the ravages late inroads into Eng- 


land: The Scotch commiffioners replied; that the fpoils 
were like water fpilt upon the ground, which could nevef 


be recovered, and that Henry’s fubjects were better able 


to bear the lofs, t ir mafter’s to repair it. Henry’s 


cominiffioners next ropa that the two kings fhould 
have an iriterview at Newc as in order to saya all 
differences; but James faid, that he meant to treat of 4 


peace, not to goa Beet for it. Left the conferences 


fhould break off altogether without effet; a truce was 


concluded for fome months ; and James perceiving, that, 
while Perkin remained in Scotland, he himfelf never 
fhould enjoy a folid peace with Henry, privately defired 
him to depart the kingdom. 

Access was now barred Perkin into the Low Coun- 
tries; his ufual retreat in all his difappointments. The 
Flemifh merchants, who feverely felt the lofs refulting 
from the interruption of commerce with England, had 


made fuch intereft in tl 


archduke’s council, that com- 


oners were fent to London, in order to treat of an 
iodation. The Flemifh court agreed that all 


-ebels fhould be excluded the Low Countries ; 


an this p on the demefnes of the dutchefs-dow- 
ager were exprefsly compreher ded. When this principal 
article was agreed to, all the ¢ her terms were eafily ad- 
suited A of co finifhed, which was 
fe) le and to which they long gave 

f Intercurfus magnus, the great treaty. 


turned to their ufual 


received, as in pro- 


PERKIN 


Vil. 
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PERKIN was a Fleming by defcent, though born inC HAP, 


XVI, 


England ;. and it might therefore be doubted, whether he Way 


were included in the: treaty between the two nations: But 
as he muft difmifs all his Englifh retainers if he took 
was fure of a 
cold reception, if not bad ee among sates who were 
determined to keep on terms of friend{hip with the court 
of England ; he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, dur- 
ing fome time, in the wilds and faftnefles of Ireland. 
Impatient however of a retreat, which was both difagree- 
able and dangerous, he held confultations with his fol- 
lowers, Herne, Skelton, and Aftley, three broken tra idef- 
men: By their advice, he refolved to try the affections of 
the Cornifh, whofe mutinous difpofition, notwithftanding 
the king’s lenity, ftill fubfifted, after the fuppreffion of 
their rebellion. No fooner did he appear at Bodmin in 
Cornwal, than the populace, to the number of three 
thoufand men, flocked to his ftandard; and Perkin, 
lated with this appearance of fuccefs, took on him, for 
the firft time, the appellation of Richard IV. king of 
England. Not to fuffer the expectations of his followers 
to languifh, he prefented himielf before Exeter ; and by 
many fair promifes, invited that city to join him. Find- 
ing that the inhabitants fhut their gates againft him, he 
laid fiege to the place; but being unprovided with artillery, 
ammunition, and every thing requifite for that attempt 
he made no progrefs in his undertaking. . Meflengers 
were fent to the king, informing him of this infurrec- 
tion: The citizens of Exeter meanwhile were determined 
to hold out to the laft extremity, in expectation of receiv= 
ing fuccour fror e known vigilance of that monar¢ ch. 


formed, that Perkin was lar 


in England, he exprefled great/joy, and prepared him! 


with alacrity to attack him, in hopes of being able, 
) i g 


laft, to put a period to pretenfions, which had fo long 
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given him vexation and inquietude. All the courtiers, 
fenfible that their aétivity on this occafion would be the 
moft acceptable fervice which they could render the kin 

difplayed their zeal for the enterprize, and: forwa ied 
his preparations. ‘The lords Daubeney, and Broke, with 
sit Rice ap Thomas, haft 


ned forward with a {mall body 

f troops to the relief of Exeter. The earl of Deyon- 
fhire, and the moft confiderable gentlemen in the county 
of that name, took arms of their own accord, and 
marched to join the king’s generals. The duke of Buck- 
ingham put himfelf at the head of a troop of young 
nobility and gentry, who Gtiied as volunteers, and who 


longed for an op portunity of difplaying their courage and 


their loyalty. “The king himfelf prepared to follow ¥ aeitla 


cmed 


ied united 


a.confiderable army ; and thus all E 


} ‘ “4 : 
Pd tneir attene 


againft a pretender, who | firft e 


tion and divided their affections. 


Perkin, informed of thefe great — imme- 


diately raifed the fiege of Exeter, and retired to Taun- 
ton. Though his followers now amoun - to the num- 


ber of near feven thoufand men, and feemed ftill refolute 


to maintain his caufe, he himfelf defpaired of fuccefs 
b ] r , 


and fecretly withdrew to the fanctuary of Beaulieu in the 


new foreft, The Cornifh rebels fubmitted to the ku 


merey, and found that it was not yet exhaufted in t 


behalf. Except a few perfons of defp 


were executed, and fome wk 


all the reft were difmifled with 
rine Gordon, wife to Perkin 


victor, and was treated with a 


} 


him honour. He foothed her r 


tl many 


out the queen, 


regard, placed her in a reputabl 


and affigned her a penfion, which fhe enjoyed even under 
his fucceflor. 


Henry next deliberated what courfe to. take with 
Perkin himfelf. Some cou lied hith to make the pri-+ 
yileges of the church yield to reafons of ftate, to take 


him by violence from the fan¢tuary, te inflict on him the 


punifhment due to his temerity, and thus at once to put 


an end to an impofture which had long difturbed the go= 


yernment, and which the credulity of the people and 
the artifices of malcontents were ftill capable of reviving. 
But the king deemed not the matter of fuch importance 
as to merit fo violent a remedy. He employed fome 
perfons to deal with Perkin, and perfuade him, under 
promife of pardon, to deliver himfelf into the king’s 
hands '. The king conducted him in a fpecies of mock 
triumph to London. As Perkin paffed along the road, 
and through the ftreets of that city, men of all ranks 
flocked about him, and the populace treated with’ the 
higheft - derifion his fallen fortunes, They feemed 
defirous of revenging themfelves, by their infults, for 
the fhame, which their former belief of his impoftures 
had thrown upon them. ‘Though the eyes of the nation 
were generally opened with regard to Perkin’s real: pa~ 
rentage, Henry required of him a confeffion of his life 
and adventures; and he ordered the account of the 
whole to be publifhed, foon after, for the fatisfaction of the 
public, But as his regard to decency made him entirely 
{upprefs the fhare which the dutchefs of Burgundy had 
had in contriving and conducting the impofture, ithe 
people, who knew that fhe had been the chief inftrument 
in the whole affair, were inclined, on account of the 
filence on that head, to pay the lefs credit to the authen- 
ticity of the narrative, 


Bur Perkin, though his life was granted him, was 
ill detained in cuftody ; and keepers were appointed to 


1 Polydore Virgil, p. 606, 
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CHA P. ouard hith. Impatient of confinement, he broke from 
“a 4 . ~ Re 
‘ his keepers, and flying to the fanétuary of Shyne, put 


ia 


z >] 
1499 himfelf into the hands of the prior of that monafter 


The prior had obtained creat credit by his cl 


fanctity ; and he prevailed on the kine 


1 


pardon to Perkin. But in order to reduce him to ftill 


greater contempt, he was fet in the ftocks at Weftmintter 


and Cheapfide, and obliged in both places to read aloud 


to the people the confeffion, which had formerly been 


Al iii 


publifhed in his name. He was then confined to the 


‘Tower, where his habits of reftlefs j 


prize followed him. He infinuated himfelf into the in- 


tot 


timacy of four fervants of Sir John Digby, lieutenant 


or the Tower: and by their means opened a corre 
4 y > penea a IFe 


MINWHEnrE witt tha VAT aru a - OT of 
fpondence with the Warwic, who was confined 
in the fame prifon. ‘This unfortunate: prince, who had 


fhut up from the commerce 


of the moft com- 


a fimplicity which 


Pre 
ngagced Dim to €me- 


d to the na 


iurder of the lieu- 


tenant; and 


prize. ‘The 


It was even v« 


been laid by 


kin into the {nare: 


Oe CARI ca Fe, ee oe pees 2 ‘pea he 7 rl ~] 
of Digby’s fervants for the contri ee to clea 
the kine of timputation, which was indeed founded 
more on the general idea entertained of his character, 
after fo many 
ul vy at n 
and he was accorcinely arraigned, condemned, and foon 


after hanged 
of his impofture ™. j 
that one Wilford, a cordwainer’s fon, encouraged by the 
furprifing credit give: impoftures, ye under- 
taken to perfonate the earl of Warwic ; and a prieft had 
even ventured from.the pulpit to recommend his caufe to 
the people, who feemed ftill to retain’a propenfity to 
| i ‘This incident ferved Henry as a pretence for 
feverity towards that prince. He was brought to 
BL and accufed, not of contriving his efcape, (for 
as he was committed for no crime, the defire of liberty 
muft have been regarded as natural and innocent) but of 
forming defigns to difturb the government, and raife an 
infurrection among the people. sarees confefled the 
indi€tment, was condemned, and the fentence was exe- 
cuted upon him. 
Tuts violent act of tyranny, e great blemifh of 


i inins 
Henry’s reign, by ning 


male of the line of t difcontent 


among the people, who faw an unhappy prince, that had 


long been denied all the privileges of his high birth, even 


been cut off from the common benefits of nature, now 
at laft deprived of life itfelf, merely for attempting to 


fhake off that oppreffion under which he laboured. In 
vain did Henry endeavour to alleviate the odium of this 
guilt, by fharing it with his ally, Ferdinand of Arra- 
gon, who, he faid, had fcrupled to give his daughter 
Catherine in marriage to Arthur, \ ile any male defcendant 
of the houfe of York remained. Men, on the 
felt higher indignation at feeing a you 
not to law and juftice, but to the jea 
fubtle and crafty tyrants. 

Bur though thefe difcontents f Le 


men, they were fo checked by I 


m See note [M] at the end of the volum 


and 


1499» 
Perkin exes 
cuted, 


The earl of 

Warwic ex- 

ecuted. 
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3500, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


and fteady feverity, that they feemed not to weaken his 
government; and foreign princes, deeming his throne 


5 wilt = 2 
now entirely fecure, paid him rather rreater defe- 


rence and attention. “The archduke, in particu- 


lar, defired an interview with the kil - ; and this mo- 
eed to meet 


narch, who had paffed over to Cala 


him in St. Peter’s church near that ie. The archduke, 
on his approaching the king, made hafte to alight, and 


offered to hold Henry’s ftirrup; a mark of  cauiieheens 
fion, which that prince would not admit of. He called 
the king father, patron, protector ; and by his whole be- 
haviour exprefled a ftrong defire of conciliating the 
friendfhip of England. ‘The duke of Orleans had fuc- 


ceeded to the crown of France under the appellation of 


Lewis XII. and having carried his arms into Italy, and 
fubdued the dutchy of Milan, his pace begat jealoufy 
in Maximilian, Philip’s father, as well as in Ferdinand, 


his father-in-law. By the counfel, therefore, of thefe 


eavoured by every art to 


monarchs, the young prince end 


alliance feems to have been con~- 


on thefe two princes in their interview: Alj 

fed in general profeffions of affection and regard; at 
leaft, in remote projects of a clofer union, by the future 
intermarriages of their children, who were then in a ftate 


of infancy. 


THE pope too, Alexander VI. neglected not the 
friendfhip of a monarch, whofe reputation was fpread 
over Europe. He fent a nuntio to England, who ex- 
horted the king to take part in the great alliance projefted 
for the recovery of the Holy Land, and to lead in per- 
The general frenzy 
haufted in Europe; but 

if 


- . ; Ree 
fon his forces againft the infid 


for crufades was now entirely ¢ 


nat 


it was ftill 
tend zeal for th 


10f 
the diftance of his fituation, 


venient for him to expo 
Chriftian caufe. He promifed, however, | utmoft 
affiftance by aids and contributions ; and rather than the 


pope fhould go alone to the holy wars; unaccon 


sromi to overlook all oth 


by any monarch, he even ¢ 
j 


confiderations, and to attend him in perfon. He o 


required as a neceflary condition, t all diffe 
fhould previoufly be adjuited among iti 

and that fome fea-port towns 1 

to him for his retreat and fecuri 


afiftanc >, is. fometimes 
who were at that 
Chriftendom, chofe the 

king protector of Set 
Burt the prince, whofe alliance He envy valued the moft, 
was Ferdinand of Arragon, whofe vigorous and fteady 


olicy, always attended with fuccefs, had rendered him 
i? J > 7 
in many refpects; the moft conliden monarch in 
Sal 4} - : 

Europe. There was alfo a rem 


racter between fhefe.t 


A 


amity , where the intereits 

terfere; yet fuch was the fit 

nand, that no jealoufy ever on, any 

tween them.- The king had now the fatisfaction of com= 150% 
pleting a marriage eriege we 
ciated during the courfe of fever 
prince of Wales and the infanta Catherine, fourth Arragon. 
1zih Nov. 


daughter of Ferdinand and Habella ; 


of age, fhe eighteen. But this ma 


Vou. TL ‘ Cc 
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CHAP. jffue unprofperous. The young prince, a few months 


XXVI. 
way after, fickened and died, much regretted by the nation, 

pat Henry, defirous to continue his alliance with Spain, and 
20 ? pri . ss 


His death. alfo unwilling to reftore Catherine’s dowry, which was 


two hundred thoufand ducats, obli his fecond fon, 
T 


Henry, whom he created prince of Wales, to be con- 
4} ; ee eee BF p mnce nade (i the annoaii 
d to the inianta. he prince made ali the oppoi- 


tracte 


tion, of which a youth of twelve years of age was ca- 


pable; but as the king perfifted in his refolution, the 
efpoufals were at laft, by means of the pope’s difpenfa- 
tion, concluded between the parties: An event, which 
was afterwards attended with the moft important confe- 


qu ences. 


another marriage was celebrated, 


Marriage of 


the prince! 


which in the productive of great 
Margaret — 5 i : 2 bd . 
with the events: he» marriage of the king’s e deft 


king 


land. This alliance 


stoi durin three years, though interrupt- 


oS 


1 James king of Sco 


or 


Scotland. 


feveral broils ; enry hoped, from the comt- 
all fource of difcord with that 


°y whofe animofity England had 


When this marriage was de jibe- 


on in the Enplifh council, fome objected, that 
by “neans of that alliance, fall under the 


aud. % No;” replied Henry, ‘* Scot- 


England mig 


dominion of 


land, in ‘that event, will only become an acceffion to 
I eS TN 


dft thefe profperous incidents, ' the 
king met with a domeftic calamity, which made not fuch 
impreffion on him as it merited: His queen died in child- 
bed; and the infant lived not long after. This princefs 


was defervedly.a favourite of the nation; and the gene- 


‘or her encreafed, on account of the harfh 
atment, which, it was thought, fhe met with from her 
eoniort. 


a 
al 
ei 


Ree ey Vit: 


‘THE fituation of the king’s affairs th at home and C_H A P. 
ps ~ + . CXVI. 
abroad, was now, in every refpect, v rtunate. All 


the efforts of the European princes, both in war and ne 


gociation, were turned to th and the v 


rious events; which there arofe, made 
courted by every party, and yet interefted hi 


never to touch him with concern or anx 

connexions with Spain and Scotland enfured his tranqu uil- 
lity; and his continued fuccefles over 

owing to the prudence and vigour of i 

reduced the people to entire fubmiffion ard obedience 
Uncontrouled therefore, by apprehenfion 

of any kind, he gave full {cope to his natural propenfi 
and avarice, which had ever been his ruling paffion, be- 
ing encreafed by age, and encouraged by ab folute autho- 
rity, broke all reftraints of fhame or juftice. He had 
found two minifters, Empfon and Dudley, 

lified to fecond his rapacious and tyrannical incli 

and to prey upon his defencelefs people. ‘Thefe inftru- 
ments of oppreffion were both lawyers; the firft of mean 
birth, of brutal manners, of an unrelenting temper ; the 
fecond better born, better educated, and better bred, but 
equally unjuft, fevere, and inflexible. By their know- 
ledge in law, thefe men were qualified to pervert the 
forms of juftice to the oppreflion of the innocent ; and 
the formidable authority of the king fupported them in all 
their iniquities, 

Ir was their ufual practice at firft to obferve fo far the 
appearance of law as to give indictments to thofe whom 
they intended to opprefs : Upon which the perfons were 
committed to prifon, but never brought to trial ; and were 
at laft obliged, in-order to recover their liberty, to pay 
heavy fines and ranfoms, which were called mitigations 
and compofitions. By degrees, the very appearance of 
law was neglected : — two minifters fent forth their 

Ce 2 
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oe precepts to attach men, and fummon t hem before them- 
igxpend elves and fome others, at their private houfes, in a court 
3503. of commiffion,: where, in a pet manner, without 


trial or jury, arbitrary decrees were iff 


of the crown and controverfies wceneed “Brive parties. 


when fummoned,, proved but {mall fe- 


‘Ke fabjec ; being tee panes 


] 
nay,. fined, imprifoned, and put 


the inclination of the 


f the feudal ] 


ah nv colour 
ut an 9] it 


nreflion,. emp! 
z 2 / 
whichs 


or fert ICES, were rigidly y put in executio! 


tmaniitors aye <j and n 
5 and se yrs were I fed and en- 


ry. quarter of the ieee - And ‘no dif- 


ae a a ftatute was benel He or 


feren ice Was 


ent or obfolete, poflible or mpoffible be 


g and his minifters was 


and. bring every one under the lafh o 


eee The fole end of the kin 


to amafs mon 


their authority °. 
j 


® Bacon, 629; 639, Ho lingflied, p. 504 


2 THROUGH 


no Lie aBc 


THROUGH revalence of fuch an arbitrary rand CHAP, 

sare : ; bay XXXVI. 

iniquitous admini e Enelifh, it may fafely be 
aed 


afirmed, were confiderable ers by their ancient privi- 1503. 


leges, which Seutad es from all taxatton, except 
fuch as was impofed by their own confent in parlia- 
ment. Had the king been empowered to levy gene- 
ral taxes at pleafure, he would naturally have abftained 


oO 


from thefe oppreffive expedients, w hich deftroyed all fe- 
curity in private property, and begat an univerfal difh-~ 
dence throughout the nation. In vain did the people 
Jook for proteGtion from the parliament, which was pretty 
frequently fummoned during this reign. "That et 
was fo overawed, that, at this very time, during the seq: 
greateft rage of Henry’s oppreffions, the commons chofe ath Jan, 


Aa parlia 


Dudley t heir fpeaker, the very man who was the chief 

2 ment, 
Cech i his iniquities. And though tke king was 
known to be immenfely opulent, and had no pretence of 
wars or expeniive enterprizes of any kind, coe cranted 
him the fublidy, w hich he demanded. But fo ir fatiable was 


his avarice, that next year he levied a new = = ce, son 
and renewed that arbitrary and oppreflive method of tax- 


ation, By all thefe arts of accumulation, joi 
gid frugality in his expence, he fo filled his coffers, that 


he is faid to have poffeffed in ready money the fum of 


7,800,000 pounds: A treafure almof incredible, if we 


Se the f{carcity of money in thofe times ° 


Bur while Henry was enriching himfelf by ie fpoil; 
of his opprefied people, there happened an event abroad, 


which engaged his attention, and was even the object of 


© Silver was duri 
makes Henry's tr 
many commodities have become above thrice as dear 
and filver in Europe. And what is a cireumftance 
all other fates. were then very poor, in comparifon of whet they are at pre- 
fent : Thefe circumftances make Henry’s treafure appear very great; and 


gay Jead us to conceive the oppreffions of his gov ernment, 


Cc3 


(Stee een Shera o 


if 
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C HA P. his anxiety and concern.  [fabella, queen of Caftile, died 


XXVI. 


" ] For > . ~t 
i-—~ about this time ; and it was s forefeen, that by this inct- 


15Q5- 


nd, her hufband, would be 


ok 
ee] 


1e king was not only attentive to the 


and watchful left the general fyftem of 


be affected by fo important an event: He 


alfo confidered the fimilarity of his own fituation with 


rded the iffue of thefe tranf- 


actions as a precedent for himfelf. Joan, the coments 
Ferdinand by Lfabella, was matried to the archduke Phi- 
lip, and being, in right of her mother, heir of Catftile, 


feemed entitled to difpute with Ferdinand the prefent ad- 


miniftration of that kingdom. Henry knew,’ that not- 


withftandine his own pretenfions by the houfe of Lan- 

cafter, the greater part of the nation was convinced of 

of his wife’s title ; and he dreaded left the 
> 


who was daily advancing towards man- 


hood, might be tempted by ambi ition to lay immediate 


crown. By his perpetual attention to deprefs 


the partizans of the York family, he had more: clof ely 


one party, and encreafed their defire of 


under which they had fo long la- 


oO 


ry advantage, which his op- 


nment fhould give his enemies againft him. 


And as he poffefled no independent force like Ferdinand, 


kingdom more turbulent and unruly, 
f, by his narrow politics, had: confirmed 


apprehended that his fituation 


nore preca rious. 

turn out more contrary to 
/ 

Fer- 


unpopular, 


than the tranfactions in 


1 
become very 


ler exactions and im- 


e difcovered an evident 


Philip and. Joan. ~ In 


order 


BE TN RY 


39% 


erder to take advantage of thefe favourable difpofitions, © HAP 


the archduke, now king of Catftile, attended by his con- 
fort, embarked for Spain during the winter feafon ; but 
meeting with a violent tempeft in the channel, was ob- 


XXVI. 


a id 


1506. 


liced to take fhelter in the harbour of Weymouth, Sir Arrival of 
5 y 


t 


he king of 


John ‘Trenchard, a gentleman of authority in the county cafiile. 


of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet upon the coaft, had aflem- 
bled fome forces ; and being joined by Sir John Cary, 
who was alfo at the head of an armed body, he came to 
that town. Finding, that Philip, in order to relieve his 
ficknefs and fatigue, was already come afhore, he invited 
him to his houfe ; and immediately difpatched a meffen- 
ger, to inform the court of this important incident. 

king fent in all hafte the earl of Arundel to compli- 
ment Philip on his arrival in England, and to inform 
him, that he intended to pay him a vifit in perfon, and 


to give him a fuitable reception in his kingdom. Phils 


knew, that he could not now depart without the king’s 
confent ; and therefore, for the fake of difpatch, he re- 
folved to anticipate his vifit, and to have an interview with 
him at Windfor. -Henry received him with all the mag- 
nificence poffible, and with all the feeming cordialitys 
but he refolved, notwithftanding, to draw fome advan- 
tage from this involuntary wiftt, payed him by his royal 


gueft, 


Epmonp dela Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Ed-Intrigues of 
ve ee P 1 the earl « 
ward IV. and brother to the earl of Lincoln,  flain at the?“ ards 
7u 


battle of Stoke, had fome years before killed a man in a 
fudden fit of paffion, and had been obliged to apply to 
the king for a remiffion of this crime. The king had 
granted his requeft ; but being little indulgent to all per- 
fons connected with the houfe of York, he obliged him to 
appear openly in court and plead his pardon. Suffolk, 
more refenting the affront than grateful for the favour, 
had fied into Flanders, and taken fhelter with his aunt, 

Cc4 the 


a} ize 
0 
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sundy: But being 


Yne + | Py 
imned to Ex 


anew pardon. Aduated, h 


ever, 


c 


juletude of his temper, and unea 


the general diicontent wnhicn 


and 


executed: “T] h ve ae il fatisfaction, 
; his pay in the murder of the young 
P es; fon 1g thefe dif- 
C erie as 
ful; be excommuni-= 
C toret his pretended 
‘ Hut aice j 


NM ROY 


* 


3 


9 


2 
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over to England, where the king received him© HA Ps 


with unufual marks of fayour and confidence. Suffolk, 
aftonifhed at this inftance of perfidy, finding that even 
the dutchefs of Burgundy, tired with fo many fruitlefs a 
tempts, had become indifferent to his ca ufe, fled fecre ty 
into France, thence into Germany, and returned at laft 
into the Low Countries ; where he was protected, though 
not countenanced, by Philip, then in clofe alliance with 
the king. 

> prefent opportunity of com- 
plaining to his 6 gueft of the reception which Suffolk had 
met with in his de iisatenis: << J really thought,” replied 
the king of Caftile, ‘* that your greatnefs and felicity 
* had fet you far above apprehenfions from any perfon 
*¢ of fo little confequence : But to give you fatisfaction, 
«< T fhall banifh him my ftate.” ‘* I expect that you 
« wil! carry your complaifance farther,” faid the king ; 
“ | defire to have Suffolk put into my hands, where alone 
*¢ T can depend upon his fubmiffion and obedience.” 
That meafure;” faid Philip, ‘© will reflect difhonour 
upon you as well as myfelf. You will be thought te 
have ufed me as a prifoner.” ‘* Then the matter is 
at an end,” replied the king, ‘* for I will take that 
difhonour upon me; and fo your honour is faved P 
The king of Caftile found hi imfelf under a neceflity of 
complying; but he firft exacted Henry’s promife that he 


would feat Suffolk’s life. “That nobleman was invited 


over to England by Philip; as if the king would grant 


we 


him a pardon, on the interceffion of his friend and ae 


Upon his appearance, he was committed to the Towe 
and the king of €aftile, having fully fatisfied Henry, as 


well by this conceffion, as by figning a treaty of commerce 
between England and Caftile, which was advantageous 
to the former kingdom 4, was at laft allowed to depart, 


P Bacon, py 633. Q Rytner, vol. xiil, p, 1420 
after 


CHAP. 
XXXVI. 


{oem taccmas! 
z 5O7~ 


the king, 
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after a ftay-of three months. He landed in Spain, was 
joyfully received by the Caftilians, and put in poflefion 
of the throne. He died foon after; and Joan, his wi- 
dow, falling into deep melancholy, Ferdinand was again 
enabled to re-inftate himfelf in authority, and to go- 
yern, till the day of his death, the whole Spanifh mo- 
narchy. 

Tue king furvived thefe tranfactions two years; but 
nothing memorable occurs in the remaining part of his 
reign, except his affiancing his fecond daughter Mary 
te the young archduke Charles, fon of Philip of Caf- 
tile. He entertained alfo fome intentions of marriage for 
If, firft with the queen-dowager of Naples, relict of 
Ferdinand ; afterwards with the dutchefs dowager of Sa- 


him 


voy, daughter of Maximilian, and fifter of Philip. But 
the decline of his health put an end to all fuch thoughts; 
and he began to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, 
which the iniquities and feverities of his reign rendered a 
a very difmal profpeé&t to him. ‘To allay the terrors, un- 
der which he laboured, he endeavoured, by diftributing 
alms and founding religious houfes, to make atonement 
for his crimes, and to purchafe, by the facrifice of part 
of his ill-gotten treafures, a reconciliation with his of- 
fended Maker. Remorfe even feized him at intervals for 
the abufe of his authority by Empfen and Dudley; but 
not fufficient to make him ftop the rapacious hand of thofe 
oppreffors. Sir William Capel was again fined two thou- 
fand pounds under fome frivolous pretence, and was 
committed to the Tower for daring to murmur againft 
that iniquity. Harris, an alderman of London, was in- 
dicted, and died of vexation before his trial came to an 
ue. Sir Laurence Ailmer, who had been mayor, and 
his two fheriffs, were condemned in heavy fines, and fent 
to prifon till they made payment. The king gave coun- 
tenance to all thefe oppreffions ; till death, by its nearer 

4 approaches, 


| oad Oe Rea |e 


approaches, imprefled new terrors upon him; and he then “an P. 
ordered, by a general claufe in his will, that reftitution coma 
fhould be made to all thofe whom he had injured. He 
died of a confumption at his favourite palace of Rich- 
mond, after a reign of ‘ietieataee years and eight 
months, and in the fifty-fecond year of his age’, 

Tue reign of Henry VII, was, in the main, fortunate 
for his people at home, and honourable abroad. He put 
an end to the civil wars with which the nation had long and characs 
been haraffed, he maintained peace and order in the ftate, “"* 


he deprefled the former exorbitant power of the nobility, 


and, together with the friendfhip of fome foreign princes, 
he acquired the confideration and regard of all. He loved 
peace without fearing war; though agitated with conti- 
nual fufpicions of his fervants and minifters, he difcovered 
no timidity either in the condud of his affairs, or in the 
day of battle; and though often fevere in his epee ent 

he was commonly lefs actuated by revenge than by max- 
ims of policy. “The fervices, which he rendered the peo- 
ple, were derived from his views of private advantage, 
rather than the motives of public fpirit; and where he d 
ated from interefted regards, it was unknown to him 

and ever from the malignant prejudices of faction, 

mean projects of avarice ; not from the fallies of paffion, 
or allurements of pleafure; ftill lefs, from the benign 
motives of friendfhip and generofity. His capacity was 
excellent, but fomewhat contracted by the narrownefs of 
his heart ; he poffefled infinuation and addrefs, but never 
employed thefe talents, except where fome great point of 
intereft was to be gained ; and while he neglected to con- 
ciliate the affections of his people, he often felt t 

of refting his authority on their fear and reverence one 
He was always extremely attentive to his affairs; but 


pofleffed not the faculty of feeing far into futurity; and 


+ Dugd, baronage, IL, p, 337%. 
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on P. was more expert at providing a remedy for his miftakes 
t——y than judicious in avoiding them, Avarice was, on the 


1609, : é " : 
5° whole, his ruling paffion * ; and he remains an inftance, 
almoft fingular, of a man, placed in a high ftation, and 


1 


poflefied of talents for great affairs, in whom that paffion 


predominated above ambition. Even among private per- 


fons,, avarice is c 
bition, and is chiefly incited by the profpect of that re- 
gard, diftinction, and confideration, which attend on 


riches. 


Tue power of th xs of England had always been 
fomewhat irregular or difcretionary ; but was fearcely ever 
fo abfolute during any former reign, at leaft after the efta- 


blifhment of the great charter, as d ring that of Henry. 


Befides the advantages, derived from his perfonal charac- 
ae] k 
ter, full of vigour, induftry, and feverity, deliberate in 
all projects, fteady in every purpofe, and attended with 


caution, as well as good fortune, in every enterprize ; he 


came to the throne after long and bloody civil wars, 
t l 


S) 


a Al 


ility, who alone 


the encroachments of his authority: The 
people were tired with difcord and inteftine convulfions, 


and willing to fubmit to ufurpations, and even to injuries, 


‘The fruitlefs efforts made againft him ferved always, as 


is ufual, to confirm his authority: As he ruled by a 


, and the leffer faction, all thofe on whom he con- 


ed office 


, fenfible that they owed every thing to his 


rection, were content to fuppart his power, though at 
) r ? 5 


y’s attention to the fmalleft profits, Bacon tells us, 


een a book of accom sept by Empfon, and fubfcribed in al- 


eaf by the k 


*s own hand. Among other articles was the fol- 
ie 


of fuch a one five mark rdon, which, if 


§ Trem, Received 
repayed, or the party othcrwife fatisfied.”* 
ing had writ with his own hand, ¢ othere 


Y vit 


the expence of juftice and national privileges. Thefe © H A Ps 
a : it a XXVL 
feem the chief caufes which at this time beftowed on the ; 


crown fo confiderable an addition of prerogative, and 1509 
rendered the prefent reign a kind of epoch in the Englith - 
eonftitution. 


Tris prince, though he exalted his prerogative above 
law, is celebrated by his hiftorian for many cood laws, 
which he caufed to be enaéted for the government of 
his fubjects. Several confiderable regulations, indeed, 
are found among the ftatutes of this reign, both with re- 
gard to the police of the kingdom, and its commerce : 
But the former are generally co ntrived with much better 
judgment than the latter. The more fimple ideas of or- His laws 
der and equity are fufficient to guide a legiflator in every 
thing that regards the internal adminiftration of juftice : 
But the principles of commerce are much more compli- 
cated, and require long experience and deep reflection to 
be well underftood in any ftate. ‘The real confequence 
of a law or practice is there often contrary to firft appear- 
ances. No wonder, that, during the reignof Henry V It. 
thefe matters were frequently miftaken ; and it may fafely 
be affirmed, that even in the age of lord Bacon, very 
imperfect and erroncous ideas were formed on that fub- 
ject. 

Earzty in Henty’s reign, the authority of the Star 
Chamber, which was before founded on common law, and 
ancient practice, was in fome cafes confirmed by act of 
parliament t : Lord Bacon extols the utility of this court; 
but men began, even during the age of that hiftorian, 
to feel that fo arbitrary a jurifdiction was incompatible 
with liberty ; and in propo ee as the fpirit of independ- 
ance ftill rofe higher in the nation, the averfion to it en- 
ereafed, till it was entirely abolifhed by act of parliament 


® Sce note [N] at the end of the volume, 
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wear ment of the civil wars. 
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Laws were pafled in this reign; ordaining the king’s 
fuit for murder to be carried on within a year and day " 
Formerly, it did not ufually commence till after tha 
term ; and as the friends of the perfon murdered, often, 
in the interval, compounded matters with the criminal, 


that crime frequently pafled unpunifhed. Suits were 


given to the poor i forma pauperis; as it is called; ‘That 
is, without paying dues for the writs, or any fees to the 


council *: A good law at all times, efpecially in that 
age, when the people laboured under the oppreffion of 
the great; but a law difficult to be carried into execu- 
tion. Ala 


} teem py Mes Ree 
by 1orce *. ide ben 


carrying off any woman 
rey was abridged’ ; and 


was ordered to be 


the criminal, on the frit 


burned in the hand with; denoting his crime ; after 
which he was punifhed capitally for any new offence: 
This law was much too indulgent, yet was in thofe days 


he rights of the church. She- 


iurded as a violation of 


riffs were no longer allowed to fine any perfon, without 

previoufly fummoning him before their court 27. It is 
) . 

i 


ftranee, that fuch a practice fhould ever have prevailed: 


int of juries was granted in cafes which exceeded 


ounds value*. A law which hasan appearance of 


wards found inconvenient. 
owed to be eluded by fraud 
nt of the king’s confpired againft 


but w hich was 


the life of the fteward, treafurer, or comptroller of the 


i not followed by any 
overt act 


This ftatute + 


iable to the punifhment of felony» 


> 


for the fecurity of archbifhop 


Be i Way H.7. cap. ra. x 3 Hz 7. cap, 2. 
H, 7. cap. x5 4 Ibid, cap, 24. 


Mortor, 


Morton, who found himfelf expofed to the enmity of 


a XXVI. 
great numbers. meted 
Tuere fcarcely paffed any feflion during this rei 7599s 

without fome ftatute againft engaging retainers, and giv- 


ing them badges or liveries ; a practice, by which they 
were, in a manner, inlifted under fome great lord, and 
were kept in readinefs to affift him in all wars, infurrec- 
tions, riots, violences, and even in bearing evidence for 
him in courts of juftice 4. This diforder, which had 

prevailed during many reigns, when the law could give 
little proteCtion. to the fubjeét, was then deeply rooted in 
England ; and it required all the vigilance and rigour of 


Henry to extirpate it. ‘There is a ftory of his feverity 
againft that abufe ; and it feems to merit SS though 
it is commonly cited as an inftance of his avarice and ra- 
pacity. The earl of Oxford, his favourite general, i 

whom he always placed great and deferved confidence, 

having fplendidly entertained him at his ca aftle of Hen- 
ingham, was defirous of making a parade of his magni- 
cence at the departure of his royal gueft; and ordered 
all his retainers, with their liveries al badges, to be 
drawn up in two lines, that their appearance might be 
the more gallant and fplendid. “ My lord,” faid the 
king, ‘* I have heard much of your Se but 
“ the truth far exceeds the report. Thefe handfome 
“© gentlemen and yeomen, whom I fee on both fides of 
“ me, are, nodoubt, your menial fervants.” The earl 
fmiled, and confeffed that his fortune was too narrow 
for fuch magnificence. ‘“‘ They are moft of them,” 
fubjoined he, ‘* my retainers, who are come to do me 
“¢ fervice at this time, when they know I am honoured 
«< with your majefty’s prefence.” © The king ftarted a 
little, and faid, ‘* By my faith, my lord, I thank you 


© 3H,7. cap. t. & t2- It He 7. cape gy 19 H, 7. fap. 146 
dH. 7. cap, 120 xx He 7» Cape 2S. 
‘¢ for 


fCHAP, 


"3 3 9 


400 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Cc HA P.<¢ for your good cheer, but I muft not allow my laws te 


XXVI. 
SY i 


3509+ 


<¢ be broken in my fight. My attorney mutt fpeak with 
“¢ you.” Oxford is tis id to have payed no lefs than fifteen 
thoufand marks; as a saisschbn for his ees: 

Tue encreafe of the arts; more effeCtually than all the 


5: 


feverities of law, put an end to this pernicious practice, 
> 
of vying with each other, in the 


‘The nobility, 
number and boldnefs of their retainers, acquired by de- 
grees a more civilized fpecies of emulation, and endea- 


endour and elégance of their 


voured to excel in the hei 
equipage, houfes, and tables. The common people, no 
ze; 


longer maintained in vicious idlenefs by their fuperiors, 
were obliged to learn fome calling or induftry, and be- 


themfelves and to others. And it muft 


came ufeful both tc 


be acknowledged, in fpite of thofe who declaim fo vio- 


in the arts 


lently againtt ref 


pleafed to call luxury, that, as much 


tradefman is both a better man and a be 


one of thofe idle re 


fo much is t 


-e laudable than that of an ancient bar 


law in its confequences, 


ee hs eT Same eee et 
HUT the moit moportanc 


n of Henry, was that 


which was enacted during 
; ry acquired a power of 
ancient entails, and of alienating their 


2 


By means of thi: 


refinements of the 


the commons encreafec 


ry forefaw and 


¢ See note [O] at the end of t] 


ils by means of a fine 
1 IVth 
ry the V Tith 5 which, by 
indirectly a fanQion 


. cap. 24. ‘The prac 


But it was 


roduced in the 


as int 


w 


tlie conftant { 
the great, and exaltit 


(cheme of his policy confifted in depreffing 
1 
r 


new families, who were more dependant on him. 
Tuis king’s love of money naturally led him to en- 


courage commerce, which encreafed his cuftoms; but, if 


we may judge by moft of the laws enacted sateen his 
reign, trade and induftry were rather hurt than promoted 
by the care and attention given to them; — Severe laws 
were made againft taking intereff for moncy; which was 
then denominated ufurys:; Even the profits of exchange 
were prohibited, as favouring of ufury >; which the fu- 
perftition of that age zealoufly profcribed. All evafive 
contraéts, by which profits could be made from the loan 
of money, were alfo carefully g guarded againft!, . It is 
needlefs to obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous thefe 
laws, how impoflible to be executed, and how hurtful to 
trade, if they could take place, We may obferve; how- 
ever, to the praife of this king, that fometimes, in order 
to promote commerce, he lent to merchants fums of mo- 
ney, without intereft; when he knew, that their ftock 
was not fufficient for thofe enterprizes, which they had in 
view *; 

Laws were made againft the exportation of moncy,; 
plate, or bullion!: A precaution, which ferves to no 
other purpofe than to make more be exported, But fo 
far was the anxiety on this head carried, that merchant 
alien; who imported commodities into the kingdom, were 
obliged to inveft, in Englith commodities, all the money 
acquired by their fales, in order to prevent their convey= 
ing it away in a clandeftine manner ™: 

Ir was prohibited to export horfes ; as if that export- 
ation did not encourage the breed; and render them more 
plentiful in the kingdom *. In order to promote archery, 

& 3H. 7. cap. 5. bh Ibid, cap, 6. i7 H, 7. cap. 8. 

k Polyd. Virg. 14H. 7, cap. 23- m 3H. 7. cap. 8- 
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qurchmen, lawyers, and men of 
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no bows were to be fold at.a higher price than fix fhil- 


°o 


lings-and four-pence °, reducing money to the denomi- 
nation of our time. ‘The only effect of this regulation 
muft be either that the people would be fupplied with bad 
bows or none at all. Prices were alfo affixed to woollen 
cloth ?, to caps and hats 4: And the wages of Jabourers 
lent, that thefe 


matters oucht always to be left free, and be entrufted 
5 J ? 


were reoulated by law '. It is ev 


to the common courfe of bufinefs and commerce. To 
fome it may appear furprifing, that the price of a yard of 
fearlet cloth fhould be limited to fix and twenty fhillings, 
money of our age; that of a yard of coloured cloth to 
eighteen ; higher prices than thefe commodities bear at 
prefent: And that the wages of a tradefman, fuch as a 
mafon, bricklayer, tyler, &c. fhould be regulated at near 
ten-pence a-day ; which is not much inferior to the pre- 
fent wages given in fome parts of England. Labour and 
commodities have certainly rifen fince the difcovery of the 
Wet-Indies ; but not fo much in every particular as is 


generally imagined. The greater induftry of the prefent 


D 


times has encreafed the number of tradefmen and labour- 

ers. fo as to keep wages nearer a par than could be ex- 
> > 

pected from the great encreafe of gold and filver. And 

the additional art, employed in the finer manufaCtures, 

has even made fome of thefe commodities fall below then 


former 


Not to mention, that merchants and 
contented with lefs profit than formerly, 
s cheaper to their cuftonmiers. It appears 


af go0c 
by a ftatute of this 


ee a ae 1 2 es 4 a f, + < 
> would fometiimes be fold by the merchants for three 


rn 8, that goods bought for fixteen- 


oumetes oe tae Soe 6 | Ae tt a m 
t, fowl, and fifh, (efpeciall 


be much augmented in quanti 


ich cannot 
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the encreafe of art and induftry.. The profeffion, which 
then abounded moft, and was embraced by perfons of the 
loweft rank, was the chureh: By a claufe of a ftatute, 
all clerks or ftudents of the univerfity were forbid to beg, 
without a permiffion from the vice-chancellor ¢, 

One great caufe of the low flate of induftry during this 
period, was the reftraints put upon it; and the parlia- 
ment, or rather the king, (for he was the prime mover 
in every thing) enlarged a little fome of thefe limitations 5 
but not to the degree that was requifite. A law had been 
enacted during the reign of Henry IV *, that no man 
could bind his fon or daughter to an apprenticefhip, un- 
lefs he was poflefled of twenty fhillings a-year in land ; 
and Henry VII. becaufe the decay of manufactures was 
complained of in Norwich from the want of hands, ex- 
empted that city from the penalties of this law”. “After- 
wards, the whole county of Norfolk obtained a like 
éxemption with regard to fome branches of the wooller 
manufactute*. ‘Thefe abfurd limitations proceeded fron 
a defire of promoting hufbandry, which however is nevef 
more effectually encouraged than by thetencreafe of ma- 
nufactures. For a like reafon, the law enacted againft 
ihclofures, and for the keeping up of farm houfes ¥, 
fearcely deferves the high praifes beftowéd on it by lord 
Bacon. If hufbandmen underftand agriculture, and have 
a ready vent for their commodities, we need not dread a 
diminution of the people, employed in the country. All 
methods of fupporting populoufnefs, except by the in- 
tereft of the proprietors, are violent and ineffectual. 
During a century and a half after this period, there was 
a frequent renewal of laws and edicts againft ‘depopula- 
tion; whence we may infer, that none of them were ever 

t at H, 7. cap. 22. n 7H. 7. caps 87. wo itHi ge 
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provided a remedy. 

One check to induftry in England was the erecting of 
corporations; an abufe which is not yet entirely cor- 
reGed.. A law was enacted, that corporations fhould not 
pafs any by-laws without the confent of three of the chief 
officers of ftate *.. They were prohibited from impofing 
tolls at their gates*. ‘The cities of Glocefter and Wor- 
cefter had even. impofed-tolls on the Severne, which were 
abolifhed °. 

THERE isa law of this reigns, containing a pream- 
ble, by which it appears, that the company of merchant 
adventurers in London had, by their own authority, de- 
barred all the other merchants of the kingdom, from trading 
to the great marts in the Low Countries, unlefs each tra- 
der previoufly payed them the fum of néar feventy pounds. 
It is furprifing that fuch a by-law (if it deferve that 
name) could ever be carried into execution, and that 
the authority of parliament fhould be requifite to abro- 
gate it. 

Ir was during this reign, on the fecond of Auguft 
492, a little before fun-fet,. that Chriftopher Columbus, 
a Genoefe, fet out from Cadiz on his memorable voyage 
for the difcovery of the weftern world; and a few years 
after, Vafquez de Gama, a Portuguefe, pafled the Cape 
of Good Hope, and opened a new paflage to the Eaft 
Indies. ‘Thefe great events were attended with import- 
ant confequences to all the nations of Europe, even to 
fuch as were not immediately concerned in thofe naval 
enterprizes. “The enlargement of commerce and naviga- 
tion encreafed induftry and the arts every where: The 
nobles diffipated their fortunes in expenfive pleafures : 


2 19 H. 7. cap. 7 a Tbid, cap. Se ® Ibid, caps 13. 
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Men of an inferior rank both acquired a fhare in the C_# A P- 
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landed property, and created to*themfelves a:confiderable sy 


property of a new kind, in ftock, commodities, art, 
«redit, and correfpondence. In fome nations the privi- 
leges of the commons encreafed, ‘by this encreafe-of pro- 
perty: In moft nations, the kings, finding arms -:to be 
dropped by the barons, who could no longer endure therr 
former rude manner of life, eftablifhed flanding armies, 
and fabdued the liberties of their kingdoms.: But in all 
places, the condition of the people, from .the depreffion 
of the petty tyrants, by whom they had-formerly been 
opprefled, rather than governed, received great improve- 
anent, and they acquired, if not entire liberty, at leaft 
the moft confiderable advantages of it. ‘And as the ge- 
neral courfe of events thus tended to deprefs the nobles 
and exalt the people, Henry VII. who alfo embraced 
that fyftem of policy, has acquired more praife, than his 
inftitutions, ftrictly fpeaking, feem of themfelves to de- 
ferve, on account of any profound wifdom attending 
them. 

Ir was by accident only, that the king had snot a con- 
fiderable fhare in thofe great naval difcoveries, by which 
the prefent age was fo much diftinguifhed. -Columbus, 


5 


after meeting with many repulfes from the courts of Por- 
tugal and Spain, fent his brother, ‘Bartholomew, to Lon- 
don, in order to explain his projects to Henry, and crave 
his protection for the execution of them. “The king in- 
vited him over to England ; but.his brother, being taken 
by pyrates, was detained in his voyage 5 and Columbus, 
meanwhile, having obtained the countenance of Ifabella, 
was fupplied with a fmall fleet, and happily executed his 
enterprize. Henry was not difcouraged by this difap- 
pointment; He fitted out Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian, 
fettled in Briftol ; and fent him weftwards in 1498, in 
fearch of new countries. Cabot difcovered the main land 
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€ H A P. of America towards the fixtieth degree of northern latitude: 
led fouthwards along the coaft, and difcovered 
4509s Newfoundland, and other countries: But returned to 


England, without making any conqueft or fettlement. 


5 


ot and other merchants in Briftol made a like attempt 
in 1502. ‘The king expended fourteen thoufand pounds 

ed the Great Harry *.. This was, 
properly {peaking, the firft fhip in the Englifh navy. 
Before this period, when the prince wanted a fleet, he 
had no‘other expedient than hiring or preffing fhips from 
the merchants. 


ain ilding one fhip call 


Byr though this improvement of navigation, and the 


difcovery of both the Indies, was the moft memorable in- 


cident that happened during this or any other period, it 


was not the ole ereat event, by which the age was dif- 
g 9. D} g 
tinguifhed. In 1453, Conftantinople was taken by the 


Turks ; and the Greeks, among whom fome remains of 
learning weve {till preferved, being fcattered by thefe bar- 
barians, took Ge in Ita 
with thei i 


7 > \ - 
ly, and imported, together 


e, a tincture of their fcience 


and of their refined tafte in poetry and eloquence. About 
the fame time, the purity of the Latin tongue was re- 
) & 


vived, the ftudy of antiquity became fafhionable, and the 


= 


eem for literature gradually pro; 1 itfelf throughout 
g ) 


every nation in Europe. ‘The art of print invented 
£ 


about that time, extremely facilitated the progrefs of all 


thefe improvements; The invention of gunpowder chang 


ed the whole art of war: Mighty innovations we 


> foon 
fter made in religicn, fuch as not only affected thofe 


a 


tates that gnbriced hem, but even thofe that adhered‘to 


1 : © Bee : ] 
the ancient faith and worfhip : And thus a general revo- 


lution was made in human affairs throuvhout this part of 


tne world 


men gra G 


attained that fituation, 


with regard to Commerce, arts, fcience, government, 


police, 
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perfevered, Here therefore commences the ufeful, as well Vn penead 


as the moft agreeable part of modern annals ; certainty has 
place in all the confiderable, and even moft of the minute 
parts of hiftorical narration; a great variety of events, 
preferved by printing, give the author the power of fe- 
lecting, as well as adorning, the facts, which he relates 5 
and as each incident has a reference to our prefent man- 


ners and fituation, inftructive leflons occur every moment 


during the courfe of the narration. Whoever carries his 
anxious refearches into preceding periods is moved by a 
curiofity, liberal indeed and commendable ; not by any 
neceffity for acquiring knowledge of public affairs, oF the 
arts of civil government, 
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Popularity of the new king 


lis minifters 
ment of Empfon and Dudley 


King’s mar- 


riage Foreign affairs Fulius iI. 
League of Cambray War with France 


Expedition to Fontarabia—~ Deceit of Ferdinand 
—— Return cf the Englifb——Leo X. A par- 
liament ‘at with Scotland Wolfey minifter 
His a. Invafion of France 
ittle of Guinegace Battle of Flouden —— 


eek ¢ with France. 


HE death of Henry VII. had been attended with 
2 ee 1s open and vifible a joy among the people as de- 
cency. would permit ; and the acceflion and coronation 
of his fon, Henry VIII, fpread univerfally a declared 
and unfeigned fatisfation. Inftead of a monarch, jea- 
fevere, and avaricious, ae in Eee as he 
advanced in years, was finking fill ee in thofe un- 


even in the eyes a men of fente, 


/ 


opes of his future conduct, much more 


eople, always enchanted with novelty, 
youtli, and royal dignity. ‘The beauty and vigour of 
his perfon, accompanied with dexterity in every manly. 
exercifé, was farther adorned with a blooming aad ruddy 
countenance, with a lively air, with the appearance of 


} 


fpirit and activity in all his demeanour *. His father, 


fT, Mori, Lucubr, p. 182, 
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in order to remove him from the knowledge of public C H A P. 
bufinefs, had hitherto occupied him entirely in the purfuits Reeser 
of literature; and the proficiency, which he made, gave *5° 
no bad prognoftic of his parts and capacity®. Even 

the vices of vehemence, ardour, and impatience, to 

which he was fubjeét, and which afterwards degenerated. 

into tyranny, were confidered only as faults, incident to 
unguarded youth, which would be corre&ted, when time 

had brought him to greater moderation and maturity. 

And as the contending titles of York and Lancafter were 

now at laft fully united in his perfon, men juftly ex- 

pected from a prince, obnoxious to no party, that impar- 

tiality of adminiftration, which had long been unknown 

in England. 

Turse favourable prepofleffions ef the public were en- 
couraged by the meafures which Henry embraced in the 
commencement of his reign. His grandmother, the 
countefs of Richmond and Derby, was ftill alive; and 
as fhe was a woman much celebrated for prudence and 
virtue, he wifely fhewed great deference to her opinion 
in the eftablifhment of his new council. The members His mini- 
were Warham, archbifhop of Canterbury, and chancel- “** 
lor; the earl of Shrewfbury, fteward ; lord Herbert, 
chamberlain; Sir Thomas Lovel, mafter of the wards 
and: conftable of the Tower; Sir Edward Poynings, 
comptroller; Sir Henry Marney, afterwards lord Mar- 
ney ; Sir Thomas Darcy, afterwards lord Darcy; Tho- 
mas Ruthal, doctor of laws; and Sir Henry Wyat hr, 
Thefe men had long been accuftomed to bufinefs under 
the late king, and were the leaft unpopular of all the 
minifters employed by that monarch. 

But the chief competitors for favour and authority 
under the new king, were the earl of Surrey, treafurer, 


& Father Paul, lib, % h Hesbert, Stowe, p, 486, Hollingthed, 
Pr 799 
and 
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bifhop of Winchefter, fecretary and privy feal. 
©, who mjujaden sae cr 


dit during all the 
rn, had acquired fuch habits of caution and 
he could not eafily lay afide ; and he ftill op- 
pofed, by his remonftrances, thofe {chemes of diffipation 
sxpence, which the youth and paflions of Henry 
ered agreeable to him. But Surrey was a more dex~ 


terous courtier; and though few had borne a greater 
fhare in the frugal politics of the late king, he knew 
how to conform himfelf to the humour of his new 
mafter; and no one was fo forward in promoting that 
liberality, pleafure, and magnificence, which began to 
prevail under the young monarchi, By this policy he 
ingratiated himfelf with Henry ; he made advantage, as 
well as the other courtiers, of the lavith difpofition of 


his mafter ; and he engaged him in fuch a courfe of play 


and idlenefs as rendered him negligent of affairs, and 
willing to entruft the government of the ftate entirely 
ynto the hat 


of his minifters. The great treafures 


amafled by the late king, were gradually difi ipated in the 
) g 
giddy expences of Henry. One party of pleafure fuc- 


ceeded to another: Tilts; tournaments and caroufals 


1ibited with all the ma 


were on nificence of that age : 
And as the prefent. tran quillity of the public permitted 
indulge itfelf in every amufement, ferious 
ended to. Or if the king 


tted the courfe of his feftivity, he chiefly employed 


i 
was but little att in- 


o 
5S 
slo 


f in an application to mufic and literature, which 
were his favourite purfuits, and which were well adapted 
to his genius. He had made fuch proficiency in the 


former art, as even to compofe fome pieces of church- 


mufic which were fung in his chapel *. He was initiated 
in the elegant learning of the ancients. And though he 


was fo upfortunate as to be feduced into a ftudy of the 


i Lord Herbert, k Ibid, 


barren 
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barren controverfies of the fchools, which were then ‘fa-© 
fhionable, and had chofen Thomas Aquinas for his fa- 
yourite author, he ftill difcovered a capacity fitted for 
more ufeful and entertaining knowledge. 

Tur frank and carelefs humour of the king, as it led 
him to diffipate the treafures, amafled by his father, ren- 
dered him negligent in protefing the inftruments whom 
that prince had employed in his extortions. A procla- 
mation being iflued to encourage complaints, the rage of 
the people was let loofe on all informers, who had fo 
long exercifed an unbounded tyranny over the nation ': 
They were thrown into prifon, condemned to the pillory, 
and moft of them loft their lives by the violence of the 
populace. Empfon and Dudley, who were moft expofed P 
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anifhment 


of Empfon 


to public hatred, were immediately fummoned before the and Dudley. 


council, in order to anfwer for their conduct, which had 
rendered them fo obnoxious. Empfon made a fhrewd 
apology for himfelf, as well as for his aflociate. He 
told the council, that, fo far from his being juftly ex- 
pofed to cenfure for his paft conduct, his enemies them- 


felves grounded their clamour on actions, which feemed 


rather to merit reward and approbation: That a trict 
execution of law was the crime, .of which he and Dudley 
were accufed; though that law had been eftablifhed by 
general confent, and though they had acted in obedience 
to the king, to whom the adminiftration of juftice was 
entrufted by the conftitution : That it belonged not to 
them, who were inftruments in the hands of fupreme 
power, to determine what laws were recent or obfolete, 
expedient or hurtful; fince they were all alike valid, fo 
long as they remained unrepealed by the legiflature : 
That it was natural for a licentious populace to murmur 
againft the reftraints of authority ; but all. wife ftates had 
ever made their glory confiftin the} aftdiftribution of rewards 
1 Herbert, Stowe, p 486, Hollingthed, pe 799» Polyd. Virg, libs 27« 
and 
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and punifhments, and had annexed the former to the ob- 
fervance and enforcement of the laws, the latter to their 
violation and infraction: And that a fudden overthrow 
of all government might be expetted, where the judges 
were committed to the mercy of the criminals, the rulers 
to that of the fubjects ™. 

NorTwiTHSTANDING this defence, Empfon and Dud- 
ley were fent to the Tower; and foon after brought to 
their trial. The {trict execution of laws, however ob- 
folete, could never be imputed to them as a crime ina 


it is ] 


court of judicature ; and ly, that, even where 
they had exercifed arbitrary power, the king, as they 
had acted by the fecret commands of his father, was not 
willing that their conduct fhould undergo too fevere a 
{crutiny. In order, therefore, to gratify the people with 
the punifhment of thefe obnoxious minifters, crimes very 
improbable, or indeed abfolutely impoffible, were charged 
upon them; that they had entered into a confpiracy 
againft the fovereign, and had intended, on the death of 
the late king, to have feized by force the adminiftra- 
tion of government. ‘The jury were fo far moved by 
popular prejudices, joined to court influence, as to give 
a verdi& againft them ; which was afterwards confirmed 
by a bill ‘of attainder in parliament", and, at the earneft 
defire of the people, was executed by warrant from the 
king. Thus, in thofe arbitrary times, juftice was equal- 
ly violated, whether the king fought power and riches, 
or courted popularity. 

m Herbert, Hollingthed, p. 804. 

* This parliament met on the 2a January, tgto. A law was there 
enacted, in order to prevent fome abufes which had prevailed during the late 
reign, "The forfeiture upon the penal ftatutes was reduced to the term of 
three years. Coffs and damages were given againft informers upon acquittal 
of the accufed: More fevere punifhments were enaéted againft perjury: The 
falfe inquifitions procured by Empfon.and Dudley, were declared null and 
invalid, Traverfes were allowed ; and the time of tendering them enlargeda 
4H. 8. '¢, 8, 10, 31, 12. 
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Henry, while he punifhed the inftruments of paft© A P. 
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tyranny, ad yet fuch dezerence fo former engagements 4 


as to deliberate, immediately after his acceflion, concern- 1599+ 
ing the celebration of his marriage with the infanta Cathe- 

rine, to whom he had been affianced during his father’s 
lifetime. Her former marriage with his brother, and the King’sman 
inequality of their years, were the chief objections, urged riages 
againft his efpoufing her : But on the other hand, the ad- 
yantages of her known virtue, modefty, and fweetnefs of 
difpofition were infifted on; the affection which fhe bore 

to the king ; the large dowry to which fhe was entitled as 
princefs of Wales ; the intereft of cementing a clofe al- 

liance with Spain; the neceffity of finding fome confe- 

derate to counterbalance the power of France ; the expe- 
diency of fulfilling the engagements of the late king. 
When thefe confiderations were weighed, they determin- 

ed the council, though contrary to the opinion of the 
primate, to give Henry their advice for celebrating the 
marriage; which was done accordingly, The countefs 

ef Richmond, who had concurred in the fame fenti- 

ments with the council, died foon after the marriage of 34 Jones 
her grandfon. 


Tue popularity of Henry’s government, his undif- 
puted title to the throne, his extenfive authority, his 
large treafures, the tranquillity of his fubjects, were 
circumftances which rendered his domeftic adminiftra- 
tion eafy and profperous : The fituation of foreign affairs roreign af 
was no lefs happy and defirable. Italy continued fill, fairs. 
as during the laft reign, to be the center of all the wars 
and negociations ef the European princes; and Henry’s 
alliance was courted by all parties; at. the fame time, 
that he was not engaged by any immediate intereft or 
neceflity to take part with any. Lewis XII. of France, 
after his conqueft of Milan, was the only great prince 
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€ H A P. that poffeffed any territory in Italy ; and could he have 

“ remained in tranquillity, he was enabled by his fituat 

151%. to prefcribe laws to all the Italian princes and re setts CS, 
and to hold the balance among them. But the defire of 
making a conqueft of Naples, to which he had the fame 
title or pretenfions with his predeceflor, {till engaged him 
in new enterprizes ; and as he forefaw oppofition from Fer- 
dinand, who was connected both by treaties and affinity 
with Frederic of Naples, he endeavoured, by the offers 
of intereft, to which the ears: of that monarch were ever 
open, to engage him in an oppofite confederacy, He 


fettled with him a plan for the partition of the kingdom 
of Naples and the expulfion of Frederic: A plan, which 
the politicians of that age regarded as the moft egregious 
imprudence in the French monarch, and the greateit 
perfidy in the Spanifh. — Frederic, fupported only by 
fubjects, who were cither difcontented with his govern- 
ment, or’ indifferent about his fortunes, was unable to 
refift fo powerful a confederacy, and was deprived of his 


dominions : But he had the fatisfaction to fee Naples im- 
mediately prove the fource of Sei among his ene- 
mies, Ferdinand gave fecret orders to his general, Gon-~ 
falvo, whom the Spaniards cae with the appellation 
of the great captain,.to attack thé armies of France; ‘and 
make himfelf mafter of all the dominions of Naples. 
Gonfalvo prevailed in every enterprize, defeated the 
French in two pitched battles, and enfured to his prince 
the entire poflefion of that kingdom. Lewis, unable to 
procure redrefs by force of arms, was obliged to -enter 
into a fruitlefs negociation with Ferdinand for the reco- 
very of his fhare of the partition ; and all Italy, during 
fome time, -was held in -fufpence between thefe two 

powerful monarchs. 
THERE {carcely has been any period, when the ba- 
lance of power was, better fecured in Europe, and feemed 
2 more 
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? 
more able to maintain itfelf, without any anxious con-C H A ®, | 


cern or attention of the princes. Several great mio- 


narchies were eftablifhed; and noone fo far fienalied the 
reft as to give any eialaes or even pretence, for jeas 
loufy. England was united in domeftic peace, and. by 
its fituation happily fecured from the invafion of foreign- 
ers. ‘The coalition of the feveral kingdoms of Spain had 
formed one powerful monarchy, which Ferdinand admi- 
niftered with arts, fraudulent:indeed and deceitful,: but 
full of vigour and ability. Lewis XII. a gulag and 

generous prince, had, ti efpoufing Anne x Britanny, 
widow to his predeceffor, preferved the union with that 
principality,.on which the fafety of his kingdom fo much 
depended. Maximilian, the emperor, befides the here- 
ditary dominions of the Auftrian family, maintained au- 
thority in the empire, and notwithftanding the levity of 
his character, was able to unite the German princes in 
any great plan of intereft, at leaft-of defence.» Charles 
prince of Caftile, grandfon to Maximilian and Ferdinand, 
had already fucceeded to the rich dominions cf the houf 
of Burgundy; and being as yet in early youth, the go- 
vernment was entrufted to Margaret of Savoy, his aunt, 
a princefs endowed with fignal prudence and virtue. 
The internal force of thefe feveral powerful flates, by 
balancing each other, might long have maintained gene- 
ral tranquillity, had not the ative and enterprifing ge- 
nius of Julius II. an ambitious pontiff, firft excited the 
flames of war and difcord among them. By his in- 
trigtiés, a league had been formed at Cambray °,° be- 
tween himfelf, Maximilian, Lewis, and Ferdinand; and 
the object of this great confederacy was to overwhelm, 

he 


by their united arms, the commonwe ealth of Venice. 
Henry, without any motive from intereft or paffion, al- 


lowed his name to be inferted in the confederacy. This 


° In 1508, 
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1510y THE great force and fecure fituation of the confider- 
able monarchies prevented any one of them from afpiring 
to any conqueft of moment ; and t! 1 this confidera+ 
tion could not maintain general peace, or remedy the 
natural inquietude of men, it rendered the princes of this 
age more difpofed to defert engagements and change 
their alliances, in which they were retained by humout 
and caprice, rather than by any natural or durable intereft. 
Julius had no fooner humbled the Venetian republic, than 
he was infpired with a nobler ambition, that of expelling 
all foreigners from Italy, or, to fpeak in the ftile affect- 
ed by the Italians of that age, the freeing of that coun- 
ninion of Barbarians ?. He was 


try entirely from the dc 


determined to make the tempeft fall firft upon Lewis : 


and in order to pave the way for this great enterprize, 
he at once fought for a ground of quarrel with that mo- 
narch, and courted the alliance of other princes. He 


declared war againft the duke of Ferrara, the confederate 


+ of England, by fend- 


of Lewis. He folicited the favo 
ing Henry a facred rofe, perfumed with mufk and 


tM BE i 


anointed with chrifm?. He engaged in his interefts 
Bambridge, archbifhop of York, and Henry’s ambafla- 
dor at Rome, whom he foon after created cardinal. He 


“5 Dea ed 


drew over Ferdinand to his party, though that monarch, 
t J 2 5 
at firft, made no declaration of his intentions. And what 
he chiefly valued, he formed a treaty with the Swifs can- 
tons, who, enraged by fome neglects put upon them by 
iuewis, accompanied with contumelious expreffions had 
? E ‘i ’ 
quitted the alliance of France, and. waited for an oppor- 


tunity of reven themfelves on that nation. 


Wize the French monarch repelled the attacks of 
his enemies, he thought it alfo requifite to make an at- 


# Guicciard. lib, $. q Spelman, Concil, vols iis p. 725- 
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tempt on the pope uimfelf, at C fpoil hi as much C B.A P. 


as poffible, of tha red character, whi 
dered him formi 

gufted with the violence of Julius, to defer 
fuk Ned ony ’ ; 
their authority, he was determined, in cor 


Maximilian, who ftill adhered to I] 


his alliance; 

general council, which might.reform the church, 
check the cxorbitancies of the Roman pontiff. A counci 
was fummoned at Pifa, which from the beginning bore a 


very inaufpicious afpect, and promifed little fuccefs to its 


adherents, Excepta fi few French bifhops, who unwilling- 


ly obeyed their king’s commands in at s the, council, 
all the other = at k 
which they regarded as the offspring 
and worldly politics. 
dence, fhowed them 
them to transfer 
dominion of the French monarcl 
advantage, they did not experience mucl 
treatment from the inhabitants of 
neceflary to make anot 
himfelf fortified 
papal authority, by the fymptoms, which he difcoy 
of reeard, deference, 
always {pared, even when fortune 
hands the moft inviting opportuniti 
And as it was known, that. his confort, wh “had. g 
influence over | was extremely difgi d in mind, 
account of his diflenfions with 
gnofticated to Julius final fuccefs in 

tale: 

‘THAT enterprizing pontiff knew | 
availed himfelf of them with the utmoft t 


folence. So much had he neglected his & 
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-yacter, that he acted in perfon at the fiese of Mirandol: 
bret D> 


) Vilited the trenches, faw fome of his attendants killed by 


, and, like a young foldier, cheerfully bore all the 
rigours of winter and a fevere feafon, in purfuit of mi- 
litary glory *: Yet was he ftill able to throw, even on his 
moft moderate opponents, the charge of impiety and pro- 
phanenefs. He aa: a council at the Lateran: He 
put Pifa under an intet -diG, and all the places which gave 
fhelter to the {chifmatical council :* He excommunicated 


he cardinals and prelates who attended it: He even 


ritual thunder againft the pri inces who ad- 


pointed his {pir 


hered to it: He freed their fubje&ts from all oaths of alle- 


giance, and gave their dominions to every one, who could 
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natne of Catholic, regarded the caufe of the pope and of 


, who had acquired the fir- 


religion only 


a cover to his ambition and felfifh poli- 


ties: 2 vy, natarally fincere and fanguine in his tem- 


per, and the more fo on’ account of his youth and inex- 


rty defire of protecting 


eved him 
expofed { he ambitious ¢€ prizes.of Lewis... Hopes 


12. Had beer Julius, t the title of 


: had hitherto been’ annexe 


France, and which was regarded as. its mof 


recjous ment, fhould, in reward of his fer 
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vad “opulence entitled him, he 
and opulence enticed Mim, he 


long remain 


neuter < natural enmity 


nidft the noife 
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claims KINGdOM,. en! join that al- 
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againft the French monarch. A herald was fent to Paris, pee Pa 
to exhort Lewis not to wage impious war againft the fo. a) 
vereign pontiff ; and when he returned without fuccefs, 1512. 
another was fent to make 2 demand of the ancient patri- 
monial provinces, Anjou, Maine, Guienne, and Norman- 
dy. This meflage was underftodd to be a declaration ha ith 
war ; and a parliament, being fummoned, readily granted ath Fotj 
fupplies for a purpofe fo much favoured by the Englifh 
nation ¢. 

BuoNAViso, an agent of the pope at London, had beef 
corrupted by the court of France, and had previoufly re- 
vealed to Lewis all the meafures, which Henry was con- 
certing againft him. But this infidelity did the king 
inconfiderable prejudice, in comparifon of the treachery, 
which he experienced from the felfith purpofes of the ally, 
on whom he chiefly relyed for affiftance. Ferdinand, his 
father-in-law, had fo long perfevered in a courfe of crooked 
politics, that he began even to value himfelf on his dex- 
terity in fraud And artifice ; and he made a boaft of thofe 
thameful fuccefles. Being told one day, that Lewis, @ 
prince of a very different character; had complained of his 
having once cheated him: ‘ He lies, the drunkard !” 
faid he, “¢ I have cheated him above twenty times.” 
This prince confidered his clofe connexions with Henry; 
only as the means which enabled him the better to take 
advantage of his want of experience. He advifed him 
not to invade France by the way of Calais, where he 
himfelf fhould not have it in his power to affift him: He 
exhorted him rather to fend forces to Fontarabia, whence pypediei23 
he could eafily make a conqueft of Guienne, a province, ne 
in which, it was imagined, the Englifh had fill fome adhe- 
rents. He promifed to afiift this conqueft by the junction 
of a Spanifh army. And fo forward did he feem to pro- 
Mote the interefts of his fon-in-law, that he even fent 
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{ to England, in order. to tranfport over 
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tou x.y which Henry had levied for that purpofe.. "The 1 
3512+. Of T)orfet commanded this armament, which ¢ 
~ Mies aatantr< ] a | 
ten thoufand men, moftly infantry ; lord Howard,.fon 
3 J i?) b 


of the earl of Surrey, lord Broke, lord Ferr: 


of they youns ntry and nobility, 
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Tur {mall kinedom of Navarre lies on the frontiers 
between France and Spain; and as John d’Albret, the 


fovereign, was connected by friendfhip and alliance with 
1 


the opportunity feemed favourable to Ferc 


5 were conjoined with his own 
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demanded, that he fhould deliver into his hands fix of the C H'A P. 
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moft confiderable places of his dominions, together with 
his eldeft fon as a hoftage ‘hefe were’ not terms 
to be propofed to < ereign 5. and as the Spanifh 
monarch expected, a refufal, -he gave immediate orders to 
the duke of Alva, his general, to make an invafion on 
Navarre, and to reduce that kingdom to fubje€tion, Alya 
foon made himfelf. mafter of all the fmaller towns; and 
being ready to form the fiege of Pampeluna, the capital, 
he fumimoned the marquis of Dorfet to join him with the 
Enolith army, and concert together all their operations. 
Dorset began to fufpe&, that the interefts of his 
mater were very little regarded in all thefe tranfactions 
and hay oo no orders to invade the kingdom of aes 
or make war any where but in Franee, he refufed to take 
any part in thatienterprize. He remained therefore in his 


quarters at Fontarabia; butfo fubtle was the contrivance Neceit of 


: : peal fgets Se 
of Ferdinand, that, even while the Englifh army lay in 
that fituation, it was almoft equally ferviceable to his 


purpofe, as if it had acted in conjunction. with 
pt the French army in awe, and prevented it 
frém advar - x to fuccour the kingdom of } 
that Aly 
himfelf 
for fhelter in 
to Dorfet, and pr: 
the operations of the 
Lewis: But as he 
Bayonne, and ra 
cipality of Bearne, 
nions, which hes 
Dorfet, juftly fufpicious of his fi 
fehted, that, without new orders 
could not concur. in fuch an uiidertakineg. 32 “order to 
procure thefe: orders, Ferdinand “difpatched’ } 
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sets Ampios to London; and perfuaded Henry, that, by the 
w+ refractory and fcrupulous*humour of the Englifh general, 
the moft favourable opportunities were loft, and that it 
was neceflary he fhould, on all occafions, act in concert 
with the Spanifh commander, who was beft acquainted 
with the fituation of the country, and the reafons of every 
operation. But before orders to this’ purpofe reached 
Spain, Dorfet had become extremely impatient ; and ob- 
ferving that his farther ftay ferved not to promote the main 
undertaking, and’that his army was daily perifhing by 


want and ficknefs, he demanded fhippins 


> from Ferdinand 


to tranfport them back to England. Ferdinand, who was 
bound by treaty to furnifh him with this fupply, when- 
ever demanded, was at laft, after many delays, obliged to 
yield to his importunity ; and Dorfet, embarking his 


troops, prepared himfelf for the voyage. Meanwhile, the 


meflenger arrived with orders from Henry, that the troops 


fhould remain in Spain; but the foldiers were fo difcon- 


of tented with the treatment, which they had met with, that 


they mutinied, and obliged their commanders to fet fail for 
England. Henry was much difpleafed with the ill fuccefs 
of this enterprize ; and it was with difficulty, that Dor- 
fet, by explaining the fraudulent conduct of Ferdinand, 
was at laft able to appeafe him. 

‘THERE happened this fummer an action at fea, which 
brought not any more decifive advantage to the Englifh, 
Sir Thomas Kneyet, mafter of horfe, was fent to the 
coaft of Britanny with a fleet of forty-five fail; and he 
carried with him Sir Charles Brandon, Sir John Carew, 
and many other young courtiers, who longed. for an op- 
portunity of difplaying their valour. After they had 
cgmmitted fome depredations, a French fleet of thirty-nine 
fail iffued from Breft, under the command of Primauget ”, 


w Or rather Porfmauget, according to P, Daniel’s conjeture, vol, ii. p. 
ygox. Hence the Englith feamen called him Sir Pierce Morgan. 
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table, bore down upon i vel f the Enelifh admiral, 15%. 
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and igi He with her, refolved to make her fhare 
his fate. The fhips of -both fleets ftood fome time in 
{ufpence, as fpectators of this dreadful exhasietoct ; and 
all men faw with horror the flames which confumed both 
velicis, and cheard the ‘cries of fury and defpair, which 
came from the matBeeable & ombatants. At laft, the French 
reflel blew up; and at the fame time deitroyed the Eng- 


q 
lith*. The reft of the French fleet made their efcape 


into different harbours. 

Tue war, which England waged ag inft France, 
though it brought no advantage to the former kingdom, 
was of great prejudice to the latter; and by obliging 
Lewis to withdraw his forces for the defence of his own 
ae loft him that fuperiority, which his arms, in 
the beginning of the compaign, had attained in Italy. 

Gatton de Foix,, his nephew, 2 young here, had been en- 
trufted with the command ef the French forces ; and in 
a few months performed fuch feats of military art end 
prowefs, as were fufficient to rens der illuftrious the life of 
the oldeft captain‘. His career finifhed with the great 
battle of Ravenna, which, after the moft obftinate con- 
Ai@, he gained over the Spanifh and papal armies. He 
perifhed the very moment his victory was complete ; and 
with him perifhed the fortune of the French arms in 
Italy. The Swifs, who had rendered themfeives ex- 
tremely formidable by their bands of difciplined infan- 
try, earaded the Milanefe with a numerous army, and 
saifed up that inconftant people to a revolt againft the 
dominion of France. Genoa followed the example of 


that dutchy ; and thus Lewis, in a few weeks, entirely 
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army, 


army, 2nd render himfelf. formidable to-his enemy. 
Englith are faid to have been much encouraged. in this 
enterprize, by the arrival of a veffel in the Thames un- 
papal banner, It carried prefents of wine. and 
he king, and the more eminent courtiers ; 
fond devotion.was at that time entertained towards 
the court of Rome, that thefe trivial prefents were every 
where received with the ¢ 
In order to prevent a 
while eary8 arms fhould | be employed 9n,the continent, 
Dr: Weft, dean of Windfor, was difpatched on an em- 
bafly to James, the king’s brother-1 eer a and inftruc- 
tions were given him to acc ferences be- 
tween the kingdoms, as we i] as to difcover ie intentions 
of the court of Seotlands. Some complaints had already 
been made on both fides. One Barton, a Scotchman, 
having fuffered injuries from the Portugueze, for which 
he. could obtain no redrefs, had procured letters of marque 
againgt that nation ; but he had‘no fooner put to fea, than 
he was guilty y of the ar ffeft abufes, committed depredati 
efted the narrow 
, fought him 
in a defperate action, where the pyrate was killed ; and 
they brou his hips into the Thames. Henry re- 
fufed all ‘ 
borderers, eho wanted le: a 
entered Eng land unde Et 
den of the marches, —_ committed great ravages on that 
kingdom. Nocriiitshdiae € thefe fait grounds of dif- 
fatisfaction, matters might il have been accommo- 


i } 


ated, had it not been : nry’s intended invafion of 
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rance, which, rouzed the she: of. the Scotifh na- 
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CHA P.tion *. The ancient league, which fubfifted between 


XXVIII, 


wer France and Scotland, was conceived to be the ftrongeit 


I ga 3° 
War with 
Scotland. 


band of connexion; and the Scots univerfally believed, 
that, were it not for the countenance which they received 
from this-foreign alliance, they had never been able fo 
long to maintain their independance againit a people fo 
much fuperior. James was farther incited to take part in 
the quarrel by the invitations of Anne, queen of France, 
whofe knight he had ever in all tournaments profefled 
himfelf, and who fummoned him,-according to the ideas 
of romantic gallantry, ‘prevalent in that age, to take the 
field in her defence, and prove himfelf her true and va- 
lorous champion. ‘The remonftrances of his confort and 
of his wifeft counfellors were in vain oppofed to the mar- 
tial ardour of that prince. He firft fent a fquadron of 
fhips to the affiftance of France ; the only fleet which 
Scotland feems ever to have poffeffed. And thoygh he 
ftill made profeffions of maintaining a neutrality, the 
Englifh ambaflador eafily forefaw, that a war would in 
the end prove inevitable ; and he gave warning of the 
danger to his mafter, who fent the earl of Surrey to put 
the borders in a pofture of defence, and to refift the ex- 
pected invafion of the enemy. 

Henry, all on fire for military fame, was little dif- 
couraged by this appearance of a diverfion from the 
north ; and fo much the lefs, as he flattered himfelf with 
the affiftance of all the confiderable potentates of Europe 
in his invafion of France. The pope ftill continued to 
thunder out his excommunications againft Lewis, and 
all the adherents of the {chifmatieal council: The Swifs 
cantons made profeffions of violent animofity againft 
France : The ambafladors of Ferdinand and Maximilian 
had figned with thofe of Henry a treaty of alliance againft 


that power, and had ftipulated the time and place of their 


¢ Buchannan, lib,2z3. Drummond in the life of James IV. 
intended 
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intended invafion: And thougly Ferdinand difavowed his © 4 P. 


; XXVII. 
ambaflador, and even figned a truce for a twelvemonth _— , 


with the common enemy ; Henry was not yet fully con- 75% 
vinced of his felffh and finifter intentions, and fii 
hoped for his concurrence after the expiration of that 
term. He had now got a minifter who complied with 
all his inclinations, and flattered him in every fcheme, 
to which his fanguine and impetuoys temper was in- 
clined. . 

Tuomas Wotsey, dean of Lincoln, and almoner to wottey miz 
the king, furpafled in favour all his minifters, and was ™* 
faft advancing towards that unrivalled grandeur, which 
he afterwards attained. ‘This man was fon of a butcher 
at Ipfwich; but having got a learned education, and 
being endowed with an excellent capacity, he was admitted 
into the marquis of Dorfet’s family as tutor to that noble- 
man’s children, and foon gained the friendfhip and coun- 
tenance of his patron®. He was recommended to be chap- 
lain to Henry VII. and being employed by that monarch 
in a fecret negociation, "which regarded his intended mar- 
riage with Margaret of Savoy, Maximilian’s daughter, he 
acquitted himfelf to the king’s fatisfaction, and obtained 
the praife both of diligence and dexterity in his conduct ¢, 
That prince, having given him a commiffion to Maxi- 
milian, who at that time refided in Bruffels, was fur- 
prized, in lefs than three days after, to fee Wolfey prefent 
himfelf before him ; and fuppofing that he had protract- 
ed his departure, he began to reprove him for the dila- 
tory execution of his orders. Wolfey informed him, that 
he had juft returned from Bruffels, and had fuccefsfully 
fulfilled all his majefty’s commands.  “ But on fecond 
“ thoughts,” faid the king, <¢T found that fomewhat was 
¢¢ omitted in your orders ; and have fent a meflenger after 
s* you, with fuller inftructions.” ‘* I met the meffen- 


f Stowe, p; 997 z Cavendith, Fiddes’s life of Wolfey. Stowe. 
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€_H A P. liberal to his friends ; more generous than grateful; lefs 


XXVIII 


oS 


moved by injuries than by contempt; he was framed 


t5t4- 


asth April, 


to take the afcendant in evéry intercourfé with others, 


but exerted this {uperiority of zature with fuch oftentation 


as expofed him to envy, and made every one willing to 
yecal the original inferiority or rather meannefs of his 
fortune. 


Tue branch of adminiftration, in which Henry moft 
exerted himfelf, while he gave his entire confidence to 
Wolfey, was the military, which, as it fuited the natural 


gallantry and bravery of his temper, as well as the ar- 
dour of his youth, was the principal object of his 
attention. Finding that Lewis had made great prepara- 
tions both by fea and land to refift him, he was’ no lefs 


careful to levy a formidable army, ‘and equip a confider- 
able fleet for the invafion of France. The command of 


the fleet was. entrufted to Sir Edward Howard; who, 


rt 


the channel fome time, prefented’ himfelf 
where the French navy then lay; and he 


1 1 


them to a cembat. The F 


Me +; ’ 
v editerrafiean a reir 


ich admiral, 


forcement of 


inder the command of Prejeant de Bidoux, 


kept within the arid faw with patience the 


Englifh burn and deft 


roy the country in the nei 
hood. At laft Prejeant arrived with fix galliesy and put 
into Conguet, a place within a few leagues of Brett ; 
where he eee himfelf behind fomé batteties, which 
he had plantéd on rocks, that lay on each fide of him. 
Howard was notwithitanding dete*mined to make an at- 
tack upon him ; and as he had but two gallies, he took 
himfelf the command of one, and gave the other to lord 
s followed by fome row-barges and fome 
es comma nai f Sir Thomas Cheyney, 
Sidney, and shee officers of diftinction. 
faftened on Prejeant’s fhip,- and leaped 


on 


H EN R° ¥-~ VI Pr 


6n board of her, attended by one Carroz, a Spanifh ca ava-C_H AP. 
lier, and feventeen Englifhmen. _ The cable, ceases 
while, which. faftened his fhip to that of the enemy, be- *5"3- 
ing cut, the admiral was thus left inthe hands of the 
French; and as’he ftill continued the combat with great 
gallantry, he was pufhed overboard by .their pikes *. 
Lord Ferrars, feeing the admiral’s galley fall off, follow- 
ed with-the other {mall veffels ;\and the whole fleet was 
fo difcouraged by the lofs of ae commander, that they 
retired from before Breft!. ‘he French navy came out 
Of harbour; and even ita sae to invade a coaft’ of 
Suffex. They were repulfed, and Prejeant, their com- 
mander, loft an eye by the fhot of an arrow. Lord 
Howard, brother to the deceafed admiral, fucceeded to 
the command of the Englifh flect ; and little memorable 
paffed at fea during this fummer. 

Great preparations had been making at land, during 
the whole winter, for an invafion on France by the way 
of Calais; but the fummer was well ad ranced before 
every thing was in fufficient readinefs ier the intended 
enterprize. The long peace, which the kingdom, had 
enjoyed, had fomewhat unfitted the ae for military 
expeditions; and the great change, which had lately 
been introduced in the art of war, had’ rendered it fill 
more difficult to enure them to the ufe of the weapons 


now employed in action.. The Swifs, and after them the 
Spaniards, had fhown the advan inf: 
who fought with pike 


pulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, 


B It was a maxim of Heoward’s, that no admiral was good for any thing, 
that was not brave even to a degree of madnels, As the fe a-fervice requires 
much lefs plan and contrivance and capacity than the land; this maxim has 
great plaufibility and appearance-of truth: 1 hough the fate of Howard hint 
felf may ferve as a proof that even there courage oug! ht to be tempered with 
difcretions 

} Stowe, p.4o% Herbert, Hollinghed, p. 816. 
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force of the armies formerly confifted. The practice of 


fire-arms was become common ; fh the caliver, which 


was the weapon now in ufe, was fo inconvenient, and 


attended with fo many difadvantages 


1 


liferedited the bow, a weapo 


all European nations. 


their a ation; and even dur 


ne king’s allies had folicited him for fup- 


~ 
i10n 


of this kind. =r fecond year after his acce 
he fent a thoufand archers, under the command of lord 
Dacres, to the affiftance of Ferdinand, his father-in-law, 
in his projeéted expedition againft the Moors of Barbary ; 
but as 


Famt 4 ~Y oc yn x t ole 
Italy, Dacres was fent bac} 


that prince turned his arms seat the French.in 
>] 


J 


any Lhe king us had 


chers under the comm< 


affiftance of Margaret, dutchefs of Savoy, who made ufe 
of Guelders, the 


ble p: 


re againit the duke 


of them with advant 


ereat difturber of lotherlen ds. A confi 


DS 


of the forces, Henry. now levied for the invafion 

f France, cx of archers; and as foon as attairs 
were in readinefs, amounting 
to 8000 men, under the command of the earl of Shrewl- 


Ct wavytoirwy wae ocr 
onrewivury was acco i a~ 
a 


nied by the earl of Derl the lords Fitzwater, Haft- 


eo: 


ines, Cobham, and Sir ] 


6 eay hp 
ap Thomas, captain of the 
i 
Ses Bere beeGote othe ce atter fl 
rit morie. Another body of 6000 men foon after foi- 
/ 


seylaly ‘ sanded 
erlain, attended 


} } +. 5 
Kent, the lords Audley 


rew, Curfon, and other ig ates 


THE king himfelf 


body and rear of the army; and he appointed the queen 


gent of the kingdom durin abienc That he 


might fecure her adminiftration from al] difturbanee, ~he 


g ordered 


ordered Edmond dé la Pole, earl of Suffolk, to be be-C_HA ™ 

: XXVIII. 
at- Lear 
tainted and imprifoned during the late reign lenry was 


led to commit this aét of violence by the ote commands, 


headed in the Tower, the nobleman who had 
ISl3- 
as is imagined, of his father, who told him, -that he ne- 

ver fhould be free from danger, while a man of fo turbu- 

‘Jent a difpofition as Suffolk was alive. And as Richard 

de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, had, accepted of a com- 

mand in the French fervice, and foolifhly ue. to 

revive the York faction, and to imftigate them againft 

the prefent government, he probably, by that means, 
drew more fuddenly the king’s vengeance on this unhappy 
nobleman. 

Ar laft, Henry, attended by the duke of Buckingham oth Junts 
and many others of the nobility, arrived at alais, and 
entered upon hi§ French expedition, from whi +e he fondly 
expected fo much fuccefs and glory ®. . Of all thofe allies, 
on whofe-affiftance he relied, the Swifs i. | 
formed their engagements. Being put in mot 


fum of money fent them by Henry, and incited by 


victories obtained in Italy, and by their animofity again nit 


France, they were preparing to enter that kin 
an army of twenty-five thoufand ‘men; and 
force could be oppofed to their incurfion. 

had | received an advance ) 120,000 crowns len 2 


but failed in in ats engage 
atonement to the ing, 
Countries, and'joined the 
* ‘man and Flemifh foldiers, who were el in g oj 
example of difcipline to Henry 
ferving the difpofition of the Er ns alith monarch to be more 
bent on glory than on intereft, he inlitte ed himfelf in his 


fervice, wore the crofs of St. George, and received pay, 
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1513.  tacle, of an pes of Germany ferving 


as ene of his fu J 2cts and cap 


hans this extraordinary f{pec- 


dad sr a king of 


ae he was treated with the igheft refpect by 


Henry, and 1 really d tirested all the operations of the com- 


bined ar: ny 


Berore the arrival of Henry and Ma: imilian in the 
camp, the earl of Shrew{bury and! rbert had formed 


fiese of Teroiiane, a town 


they began to: 


had advanced to Amiens with 
ve orders to throw relief into the 
horfe- 


Lt a OA ta eke cr 
hom carried a {ack Ot 


‘ters of bacon, With 


| unexpected irruption into the Ene- 


furmounting all ee advanced to 


town, where each horfeman threw down 


They immediately oes at the gallop, 


re fo fortunate as again to break through the Eng- 
and to fuffer little or no lofs in this dangerous at- 


Enelifh had, foon after, full revenge for the 
Henry had received intelligence of the approa ch 


ich who had advanced to protect this 

of Fontrailles ; and he ordered fome troops to 

pafs the Lis, in order to oppofe them. The cavalry of 

France, though they co1 nfifted chiefly lemen, who’ 
» Hil ev, Bayard, chap. 57. Memoi lai, 


had 


H 


he? 5: F : : 
had behaved with great gallantry inmany defpe 
i 


aany defp: 

n Italy, were, on fight of the enemy, feized with fo un- 
accountable a panic, that they immediately took to flight, 
and were purfued by the Englifh. The duke of Lon- 
gueville, who commanded the French, Bufli d’Amboife, 
Clermont, Imbercourt, the chevalier Bayard, and many 
other officers of diftin@tion were made prifoners®. This 
action, or rather rout, is fometimes called the battle of 
Guinegate, from the place where it was fought; but 
more commonly the Battle of Spurs, becaufe the French, 
that day, made more ufe of their fpurs than of their 
{words or military weapons. 

AFTER fo confiderable an advantage, the king, who 
was at the head of a complete army of above 50,000 men, 
might have made incurfions to the gates of Paris, and 
Spread confufion and defolation every where. It gave 
Lewis great joy, when he heard, that the Englifh, in- 
ftead of pufhing their victory, and attacking the difmayed 
troops of France, returned to the fiege of fo inconfider- 
able a place as Teroiiane. The governors were obliged 
foon after to capitulate ; and Henry found his acquifition 
of fo little confequence, though gained at the expence of 
fome blood, and what, in his prefent circumftances, was 
more important, of much valuable time, that he immedi- 
ately demolifhed the fortifications. ‘The anxieties of the 
French were again revived with regard to the motions of 
the Englifh. The Swifs at the fame time had entered 
Bungundy with a formidable army, and laid fiege to Di= 
jon, which was in no condition to refiftthem. Ferdinand 
himfelf, though he had made a truce with Lewis, feemed 
difpofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune 
fhould prefent to him. Scarcely ever was the French 
monarchy in greater danger, or lefs in a condition to de- 
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and without making 


ats 


lar 


iy tO 


‘came to trial; and after a few days’ fiege, the place was 
furrendered to the Englifh. The bifhop of Tournay was 
lately dead ; and as a new bifhop was already elected by 
the seg but -not inftalled in his office, the king be- 
flowed the 2adminiftration of the fee on his favourite, 
Wolfley, put him in immediate poffeffion of the re- 
venues, wh hich were C onfide rable’. Hearing of the retreat 
of the Swifs, and obferving the feafon 
proper to return to BE 

the greateft part of his army with him. 

tended him in every enterprize; and his Pie hful 

was much ted with this feeming 

men of judgen 

tion with his progrefs, his expence with his acquifitions, 
were convinced, that this campaign, fo much ees 
was, in reality, both ruinous and inglorious to him 

Tue fuccefs, which, during this fummer, had attended 

Henry’s arms in the North, was much more decilive. 
Che king of Scotland had. aflembled the whole force 


of his kingdom; and having pafled the T'we eed with a 


brave, though a tumultuary army of above 50,000 men, 


he ravaged thofe parts of Northumberlan: 
neareft that river, and he employed himéelf in taking the 
caftles of Norham, Etal,, Werke, Ford, and other places 
of little importance. Lady F ord, being taken prifon ver in 
her cattle, was prefented to James, and fo gained on the 
affeGtions of that prince, that he wafted in pleafure the 
critical time ich, during the abfence of his enemy, he 
fhould have Seeded in pufhing his conquetts. His 
troops, lying ina barren country, where they foon con+ 
fumed all the provifions, began to ke pinched with hun- 
ger; and as the authority of the prince was feeble, and 
military difcipline, during that age, extremely relaxed, 
many of them had ftolen from the camp, and retired 
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APRS leéted a force of 26,000 men, of which 5000 had been 


1 


ie earl of Surrey, havin 


113. fent over from the king’s army in France, marched to the 
defence of the country, and approached the Scots, who 
high ground near the hills of Cheviot. The 
river Till ran between the a 


Cc 


lay on 


ies, and prevented an en- 


urrey therefore fent a herald to the Scotch 


the enemy to defcend into the plain of 


Milfield, which lay towards thé fouth; and there, ap- 


pointing a day for the combat, to try their v 


equal sround. As he received no fatisfactory anfwer, he 


made a feint of marching towards Berwic; as if he in- 


tended to enter Scotland, to e the borders, and cut 


off the provifions of t 


The Scottifh army, in 


h 


il 


order to prevent his purpofe, put themfelves in motion ; 


and having fet fire to the huts in which they had quar- 


tered, they defcended from the hills. Surrey, taking ad~ 
vantage of the fmoke, which was blown towards him, 
and which concealed his movements, pafled the Till 
with his artillery and vanguard at the bridge of T wilel, 
and fent the reft of his army to feek a ford higher up the 


iquillity and order'. ‘The 
Englifh divided their army i 


gth o two lines: Lord Howard 


the main body of the firft line, Sir Edmond Howard 
t wing, Sir Marmaduke Conftable the left. The 


earl of Surrey himfelf com: 


nded the main body of the 
fecond line, lord Dacres the right wing, S$} 
g 


tle of . Stanley the left. The 


ront of the ocots pr 


divifions to the enemy: The middle was led by the 


earl of Huntley, 


sarls of Lenox and Argyle, 
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of referve. Huntley began the battle ; and after a fharp ; 
ight the left wing of the Englith, and 4573+ 


conflict, put to fli 
chaced them off the field: But on returning from the 


he found the whole Scottifh army in great dif 


purfuit, 
The divifion under Lenox and Argyle, elated 


order. 
with the fuccefs of the other wing, had broker their 
ranks, and notwithfta nding the remonftrances and en- 


- Ta Motte, the French am baflador, had rufhed 


treaties of 
headlong upon the enemy. Not only Sir Edmond How- 


ard, at the head of “his divifion, rec aed them with 
valour ; but Dacres, w! ho commanded in the fecond line, 
about during the Lane fell upon their rear 
aA put them to the fword without refiftance. The di- 
er James and that under Bothwel, animated. by 
- of their leaders, {till made head againft the 
cee ar ircle, protracted 
the action, till night fepa rated the combatants. The 
rtain, and the numbers, that fell 


wheeling 


yvifion unde 


the valour 
and throwing themfelves into a ci 


=a feemed yet unce 


on each fide, were ne: early equal, amounting to above 


But - morning difcevered where the 


5000 men : 
advantage lay. The Englifh | had loft only perfons of 
tifh nobility had 


fmall note; but the flower of the Scotti? 
fallen in battle, and theix king himéfelf, after the moft 
diligent enqui ry, could no where be found. In fearching 
the “field, the Eng jifh met with a dead body, which re- 
fembled him, ad was arrayed in a fimilar habit ; and 
ae fent it to London. 


4 
i 


5 


they put it in a leaden coffin, 
ied ; becaufe James 


During fome time it was kept unbu 


died under fentence of excommunication, on account of 


his confederacy with France, and his oppofition to the 


holy fee": But upon Henry’s ap] plication, who pretended 


that that prince had, in the inftant before his death, dif- 


covered figns of repentance, abfolution was give 


uv Buchanan, lib, 13. Herbert. 


eiven him, 
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body was 
body wa 


he had been killed by the 1e, 
whom that nobleman had inftig: t fo eno 


( 


mous acrime, But the populace entertaine 


re, and having fecretly cone in pil- 


tor ak 
lid ioon return, ana take 
fond co was tone en 


tertained amor 


en Lord How- 
ard was honoured with the title of earl of Surrey. Sir 
Charles Brandon the king’s favourite, whom he had 
for cated vifcount le. was now raifed 


r xrt wae hh 
cy, Wno was bof 


d bifhop of Lincoln. Lord 
obtained the title of earl of Worcefter. Sir Ed- 


ward Stanley, that of lard Monteagle. 


oS OA ‘ Vill 


Aad 


XXVII. 


’T HOUGH peace with Scotland gave Henry fect uity onC HA P. 
é 
ail 


that aes, and enabled him to sae ute in trang 

France, fome other incidents had 
happened, which more than counterbalanced this fortu- 
nate event, and ferved to open his eyes with regard to the 
rafhnefs of an undertaking, into which his youth and 
high fortune had betrayed him. 

Lewrs, fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation, to 
which his kingdom h aa been reduced during the former 
campaign, was refolved, by every expedient, to prevent 
the return of like ne and to break the confederacy of 
his enemies. The pope was nowife difpofed to pufh the 
French to extremity ; and provided they did not return to 
take pofleffion of Milan, his interefts rather led him to 
preferve the balance among the contending parties. He 
accepted, therefore, of Lewis’s offer to renounce the coun- 

and he took off the excommunication, 

ceffor and himfelf had denounced againft 

that king anc his seeder Ferdinand was now faft de- 
Te in penis and as he'entertained no farther ambi- 
keeping pofleffion of Navarre, ns he 


arms and pee he readily hearkened 


to = ee s of Lewis for pr cing the truce ano- 
J 


her year ; and he even fhowed an in ination of forming 
4 more intimate connexion with that monarch, Lewis 
had dropped hints of his intention to marry his fecond 
daughter, Renée, either to Charles, prince of Spain, or 
his brother, Ferdinand, both of them grandfons of the 
Spanifh monarch ; and he declared his refolution of be- 
ftowing on her, as her Aa: his claim on the dutchy 
of Milan. Ferdinand not only embraced thefe propofals 
with joy; but alfo engaged the emperor, Maximilian, in 
the fame views, and = procured his acceffion to a treaty, 
which opened fo inviting a profpect of aggrandizing their 
gommon grandchildren, 


WHEN 


lity Co ; 
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WueEn Henry was informed of Ferdinand’s renewal of 
the truce with Lewis, he fell into a violent rage, and 
loudly complz lained, that his father-in-law had firft, by 


t promifes and profeflions, engaged him in en- 
" terwards, without giving him 
again, facrificed his intereft to 
1 purpofes, and had left him expofed alone 


and expence of the war. In propor- 


tion to his eafy credulity and his unfufpecting reliance on 


¥ erdin: and was the vehemence with which he exclaimed 


treatment which he met with ; and he threat~ 
for this egregious treachery and breach of 
xe loft all patience when informed of the 
sociation, by which Maximilian was alfo feduced 
from his alliance, and in which propofals had been 

agreed to, for the marriage of the pr ‘ince of Spain with 


coat] c 


the daughter of France. Charles, durine the lifetime of 
ae ¢ > 


the late king, had been affianced to Mary, Henry’s fecond 


fitter; and as the prince now approached the age of pu- 


ay 


berty, king had expected the immediate completion of 
) g E 


onourable fettlement of a fifter, 


cata s and the 
the marriage, and the 


for whom he had entertained a tender affection. Such a 
complication, therefore, of injuries gave him the higheft 
difpleafure, and infpired him with a defire of exprefling 


his difdain towards thofe who had impofed on his 


youth and inexperience, and had abufed his too great 


THe duke of Longueville, who had been made pri- 


at the battle of Guinegate, and who was fiill 
detained in England, was ready to take advantage of all 
thefe difpofitions of Henry, in order to procure a peace 
and even an alliance, which he knew to be paffionately 
defired by his mafter. He reprefented to the king, that 
Anne, queen of France, eed lately dead, a doer was 


ee 
« 5459 54¥e 


4 therel by 
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thereby opened for an affinity, which might tend to theC H A P. 


: i : : 

advantage of both kingdoms, and which would ferve ta 
terminate honourably all the differences between them: 
That fhe had left Lewis no male children; and as he had 
ever entertained a ftrong defire of having heirs to the 
crown, no marriage feemed more fuitable: to him than 
that with the princefs of England, whofe youth and 
beauty afforded the moft flattering hopes in that particu, 


lar: That though the marriage’ of a princefs of fixteen, 
with aking of fifty-three, might feem unfuitable ; yet 
—~ 4 


the other advantages, attending the alliance, were more 
than a fufficient compenfation for this inequality : And 
that Henry, in loofening his connexions with Spain, from 
which he had never reaped any advantage, would con- 
tra@t a clofe affinity with Lewis, a prince, who, through 
his whole life, had invariably maintained the character of 
probity and honour. 

As Henry feemed to hearken to this difcourfe with 
willing ears, Longueville informed his mafter of the pro- 
bability, which he difcovered, of bringing the matter to 
a happy conclufion ; and he received full powers for ne- 
gociating the treaty. The articles were eafily adjufted 
between the monarchs. Lewis agreed. that ‘Tournay 
fhould remain in the hands of the Englifh ; that Richard 
de la Pole fhould be banifhed to Metz, there to live ona 
penfion afigned him by Lewis ; that Henry fhould re- 
ceive payment of a million of crowns, being the arrears 
due by treaty to his father and himfelf; and that the prin- 
cefs Mary fhould bring four hundred thoufand crowns as 
her portion, and enjoy as large a jointure as any queen 
of France, even the former, who was heirefs of Britanny. 
‘The two princes alfo agreed on the fuccours, with which 
they fhould mutually fupply each other, in cafe either of 
them were attacked by an enemy *. 


x Du Tillet. 
In 


XXVIII. 
med 


Peace with 
France. 
7th Auguft. 
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sae In confequence of this treaty, Mary was fent over to 
ees France with a fplendid retinue, and Lewis met her at 
15%4. Abbeville, where the efpoufals were celebrated. He was 
oth O&ob ier eRe eae ae “ee 
enchanted with the beauty, grace, and numerous accom- 
plifhments of the young princefs; and being na turally of 
air amorous difpofition, which his advanced age had not 
entirely cooled, he was feduced into fuch a courfe of gaiety 
and pleafure, as proved very unfuitable to his declining 
sere, ftate of healthy. He died in lefs than three m 1onths after 
zt Jan 


the marriage, to the extreme regret of f the French nation, 


who, fenfible of his tender concern for their welfare, 
father of his people. 


Francis, duke of Angouleme, a youth of one and 


gave him with one voice the honourable appellation of 


twenty, who had married Lewis’s eldeft daughter, fuc- 
ceeded him on the throne; and by his 2étivizy, valour, 
enerofity, and other virtues, gave prognoftics of a happy 
and glorious reign. This young monarch had been ex- 
treme ely ftruck with the charms of the Englifh princefs ; 
and even during his predeceflor’s life-time, had payed her 
fuch clofe atte ndance as made fome of his friends appre- 
hend, that he 

her. But being warned, that, by indulging himfelf in 


had entertained views of gallantry towards 


is paflion, he might probably exclude himfelf from the 
throne, he forbore all farther addreffes ; and even watched 
the young dowager with a very careful eye during the firft 
months of her widowhood. Charles Brandon, duke of 
Suffolk, was at that time in the court of France, the 
moft comely perfonage of his time, and the moft accom- 
plifhed in all the e xercifes, which were then thought to 
befit a courtier and a foldier. He was Henry’s chief fa- 
vourite; and that monarch had even once entertained 
thoughts of marrying him to his fifter, and had given in- 


dulgence to that mutual paffion, which took place be~ 


y Brantome Eloge de Louis XI, 
tween 
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tween them. ‘The queen afked Suffolk, whether he had C HAP. 
. } Qa: 5 “ XXVIL 
without farther reflection, to efpoule nr 
her ; ot 1514s 
fily forgive him for not afking his 


ing contrary to his orders. Suffolk declined not fo in- 


viting an offer; and the marriage was fecretly celebrated 


at Paris. Francis, who was 
I 


as it prevented Henry from forming : 
ee. Sipe z_interpoted- hi 
by means of his fifter *, 11 terpofed his 
) 
peafing him: And even Wolley, h 


jealoufy of § lk. who was 


fitter 


fon to re 


THIRD VOLUME. 


NOTE [A]; p. 4: 


N the fifth year of the king, the commons complained of the 
government about the king’s perfon, his court, the exceffive 
number of bis Servants, of the abufes in the Chancery, King’s 
Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, and of grievous oppreffions in 
the country, by the great multitudes of maintainers of quarrels, 
(men linked in confederacies together) wo behaved themfelves 
like kings in the country, fo as there was wery little lazy or right, 
and of other things which they faid were the caufe of the late 
commotions under WatTyler. Parl, Hitt. vol.i. p. 365. This 
irregular government, which no king and no houfe of com- 
mons had been able to remedy, was the fource of the licen- 
tioufnefs of the great, and turbulency of the people, as well 
as tyranny of the princes. If fubjects would enjoy liberty, 
and kings fecurity, the laws mult be executed. 

In the ninth of thisreign, the commons alfo difcovered an 
accuracy and a jealoufy of liberty, which we fhould little ex- 
pect in thofe rude times. “* It was agreed by parliament,” 
fays Cotton, p. 309, “ that the fubfidy of wools, wool fells, 
¢« and fkins, granted to the king until the time of Midfummer 
<< then enfuing, fhould ceafe from the fame time unto the featt 
é¢ of St. Peter ad vincula; for that thereby the king fhould 
é« interrupted for claiming fuch grant as due,” See alfo Cot- 
ton, p- 198. 

NOTE [B], p. 16: 
NYGHTON, p. 2715, &c. The fame author, p. 2680; 
tells us, that the king, in return to the meflage, faid, 
that he would not for their defire remove the meaneft fcullion 
from 
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from his kitchen. This author alfo tells us, that the king’ 
faid to the commifiioners, when they harangued him, that he 
faw his fubjects were rebellious, and his beft way would ke 

me £ ep PR ORE Sec es een Be Ra 
to call in the king of France to his aid. butitis plain, that 


all thie fpeeches were : either intended by Knyghton merely as 
an ornament to his hiftory, or are falfe, For (1) when the 
five lords accufe the king’s minifters in the next parliament, 
and impute to them every rath aétion of the king, they fpeak 
nothing of thefe replies which are fo obnoxious, were fo re- 
cent, and are pretended to have been fo public. (2) The 
king, fo far from having any connexions at that time with 


ance, was threatened with a dangerous invafion from that 


kingdom. This is Sony feems to have been taken from the re- 


hes afterwards thrown out againit him, and to have been 


NOTE [C], p. 2¢. 


at We: Em is except the 12th article, which accufes Brembre 


ng cut off the heads of twenty-two prifoners 


> 
confined - felony or debt, without warrant or proce of 
law : But as it is not conceivable wha Id 


have to treat thefe felons and debtors in fuch a manner, we 


ither falfe or mifreprefented. 
y thing againit the perfons 


was admitted: All was law- 


They are alfo accufed of defigns to murder the lords; but 


thefe accufations eral, or deftroy one another. 


A 


Sometimes, as id to murder them 


they inte 
by means of the mayor and city of London : Sometimes, as 
in article 28th, by trial and falfe inquett: ; Sometimes 


article 28th, a means of the king of Francs, who was to re= 
ceive Calais for his pains. 


OAE ED Asep;:2.3- 
ie general, the parliament in thofe days never paid a pro- 
per regard toEdward’s ftatute of treafons, though one of 
the moft advantageous laws for the fubject that has ever been 
enacted 


2 
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enacted. In the 17th of the king, the dukes of Lancafter and 
Glocefter complain to Richard, that Sir Thomas Taibot, with 
others of his adherents, con/pired the death of the faid dukes in 
divers parts of Chefbire, as the Same was confefed and well 
known ; and praying that the parliament may judge of the fault. 
Whereupon the king and the lords in the parliament judged the 
Same fact to be open and high treafon: And hereupon they award 
two writs, the one to the Joeriff of York, and the other to the foe- 
riffs of Derby, to take the body of the faid Sir Thomas returnable 
in the King’s bench in the month of Eafter then enfuing. And 
open proclamation was made in Wefiminfter-hall, that upon the 
Soeriff’s return, and at the next coming in of the faid Sir Tho- 
mas, the faid Thomas fhould be jeune of treafon, and incur 
the lofs and pain of the fame: And all fuch as fhould receive him 
after the proclamation fhould incur the fame lofs and pain. Cots 
ton, Pp. 354+ It is to be obferved, that this extraordinary 

judgment was paffed in a time of tranquillity. Though the 
i itfelf of Edward II. referves a power to the parlia- 


ment to declare any new fpecies of treafon, it is not to be 
fuppofed that this power was referved to the honfe of lords 
alone, or that men were to be judged bya law ex pof faGo. 
At leaft, if fuch be the meaning of the claufe; it may be 
aflirmed, that men were at that time very ignorant of the firit 
principles of law and juttice, 


NOTE [E], p. 30. 


i the preceding parliament, the commons had fhewn a dif- 
pofition very complaifant to the king ; yet there happened 
an incident in their sie edth which is curious, and fhews 


us the ftate of the houfe during that period. ‘The members 
were either country gentlemen, or merchants, who were af 
fembled for a few days, and were entirely unacquainted with 
bufinefs; fo that it was eafy to lead them aftray, and draw 
them into votes and refolutions very different from their 
intention. A member had propofed fome petitions con- 
cerning the ftate of the nation; in which, among other things, 
the houfe recommended frugality to the king, and for that 
purpofe, defired, that the court fhould not be fo much fre- 
guented as formerly by 4i/ops and ladies. The king was 


Vor. IU, Gg difpleafed 
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difpleafed’ with this freedom : The commons very humbly 
craved pardon: He was not fatisfied unlefs they would name 


the mover of that petition. It happened to be one Haxey, 


nent, 


ii in order to make atonement, condemn- 
s offence to die the death of a tra itor. But the king, 


whom the 


f the archbifhop of C anterbury, and the pre- 


him. When a parliament in thofe times, not 
agitated by any fa@ion, and being at entire freedom, could 
be guilty of fech monftrous extravagance, it is eafy to judge 
seéted from them in more trying fitvations. 


what might be ext 


See Cotton’s Abridg. p. 361, 362. 


NOTE [F], p. 43- 


O thow how little credit is to be given to this charge 


a again{t Richard, we may obferve, that a law in the 
¥3 Edw. Ill. had been made againft the continuance of fhe- 
vitts fe for more than one year: But the inconvenience of changes 


aving afterwards appeared from experience, the commons in 
the twentieth of this king, applied by petition that the fhert iff 
might be continued ; though that aH had not been en- 
ated into a ftatute, by reafon of other difagreeab ble circum= 
t chich attended it. See Cotton, p. 361. It was 
a very moderate exercife of the difpenfing power for 
to continue the fheriffs, after he found that that 


would be acceptable to his fabjects, and had been 
1 for by one houfe of parliament : Yet is this made an 
icle of charge againft him by the pref fent parliament. See 
art, 18. Walfingham, {peaking of. a period early in Richard’s 
i noriny | fays, eg what do ads of ee wheit, 


be king, by the ad- 


2 of - the préwy council, aes upon him to alter, or avholly fet 
bofe os, which by general conjent had been ordained 
i ? If Richard, therefore, exercifed the difpenfing 
‘as warranted by the examples of his uncles 
and indeed of all his predeceffors. from 
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NOTE [G], p. 52. 

HE following paflage in Cotton’s Abridgment, p. 196, 

fhows a ftrange prejudice againft the church and church- 
men. Zhe commons afterwards coming into the parliament, and 
making their proteftation, foewed, that for want of good redref 
about the king’s perfouin his houfehold, in all his courts, touching 
maintainers in every county, and purveyors, the commons were 
daily pilled, and nothing defended againft the enemy, and that it 
foould foort.y deprive the king and undo the fate. Wherefore in 
the Jame government, they entirely require redrefs. Whereupon 
the king appointed Jundry bifbops, lords and nables, ta fit in privy- 
council about thefe matters: Who fince that they muff begin at 
the head, and go at the requeft of the commons, they in the prefence 
of the king charged bis confeffor not to come into the court but 
upon the four principal fefivals. We fhould little expe& that 
a popifh privy-ccuncil, in order to preferve the king’s morals, 
fhould order his confeffor to be kept at a diftance from him. 
This incident happened in the minority of Richard. As the 
popes had for a long time refided at Avignon, and the majo- 
rity of the facred college were, Frenchmen, this circumftance 
naturally encreafed the averfion of the nation to the papal 
power : But the prejudice againft the Englifh clergy cannot be 
accounted for from that caufe. 


NOTE [Hy], -p- 223. 

A A’'T’ we may judge how arbitrary a court, that of the 

conftable of England was, we may perufe the patent 
granted to the earl of Rivers in this reign, as it is to be found 
in Speilman’s Gioflary in verb. Confabularius ; as alfo, more 
fully in Rymer, vol. xi. p. 581. Here is a claufe of it: £¢ 
ulterius de uberiori gratia noftra eidem comiti de Rivers plenam 
poteftatem. damus ad cognofcendum, &y procedendum, in omnibus, 
&F fingulis, caufis et negotiis, de et fuper crimine lefee majefiatis fea 
Super occafione caterifque caufis, quibufcungque per prafatum comi- 
tem de Rivers, ut conftabularium Anglie gue in curia confta- 
bularii Anglia ab antiquo, viz. tempore diGi domini Gulielmé. 
conqueftoris feu aliquo tempore citta tradari, audivi, examinari, 
aut decidi confueverant, aut jure debuerant, aut debent, caxfa/- 


. . ‘ ans eo 
gue et negatia predida cum omnibus et fingulis emergentious, in 


Ggz cidentibus 


EE Pees 


Paes day? 


Fira 


ir 
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connexis, audiendum, examinandum, et fine debite 


: {ummarie et de plano, fine itrepitu et-figu- 


. ry monet 9 a ost Sak how oko , , - a 
ra jullitie, fola fa&ti veritate infpela, ac etiam manu regia, 


fi oppor comiti de Rivers, wices nofiras, 
Po of conftable was perpe a] j 
appel or conliable was perpetual in 


fad 


he monarchy ; its jurifdition was not limited to times of 


$ patent, and as we learn from Spell- 


ithority was in direct contradiction to Magn 


ilar liberty could fubfitt 


rial power, continually 


; 
al 

on the crown, befides 

pport all its prerog that 


t 


» 
ta 


atives, was 


commonly either hered 


during life; and the perfon invefted with it, was, for that 


reafon, not fo proper an inflrument of arbitrary power in the 


A a 
king. Accordingly the 


c was fupprefled by Henry VIII. 
the moft arbitrary of a it lith princes. The practice, 


however, cf exercifing Bes ea fill fubfifted ; and was 
not abolifhed till the paises n of Right under CharlesI. This 


, ia: : 
was the epoch of true | 


fae confirmed by the Reftoration, 
d by the Revolution. 


NO-t 1 [lieps2g4. 


» 


ill ive an inftance: Almoft all the hiftorians, even 


and the continuator of the annals of Croy- 
dward wa 


was about this time taken prifoner by 
Clarence and Warwic, and was committed to the cuftody of 


the archbishop of York, brother to the earl ; but being allew- 


ed to take the diverfion of hunting by this prelate, he made 


1S i 


his efcape, and aft 


srwards chaced the rebels out of the king- 
dom. But that all the flory is falfe appears from Rymer, 
where we find, that the king, throughout all this period, con- 
siuatly exercifed his authority, and never was interrupted 
in his government. On the 7th of March 1470, he gives a 
commiffion of < 
good fubject ; and on the 23d of the fame month, we find him 
iff ving an order for apprehending him. Befides, in the king’s 
i duke and earl, (Clauf, 10 Edward IV. 

m. 7, 8.) 


y to Clarence, whom he then imagined 
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m. 7,8.) where he enumerates all their treafons, he mentions 
no fuch fact: He does not fo much as accufe them of exciting 
young Welles’s rebellion: He only fays, that they exhorted 
him to continue in his rebellion. We may judge how fmaller 
faéts will be mifreprefented by hiftorians, who can in the 
moft material tranfactions miftake fo grofsly. There may 
even fome doubt arife with regard to the propofals of mar- 
riage made to Bona of Savoy; though almof all the hiftorians 
concur in it, and the faé& be very likely in itfelf: For there 
are no traces in Rymer of any fuch embafly of Warwic’s to 
France. The chief certainty in this and the preceding reign 
arifes either from public records, or from the notice taken of 
certain paflages by the French hiftorians. On the contrary, 
for fome centuries after the conquelt, the French hiftory: is 
not complete without the afliftance of Englifh. authors. We 
may conjecture, that the reafon of the fearcity of hiftorians 
during this period, was the deftruction of the convents, which 
enfued fo foon after: Copies of the more recent hiftorians not 
being yet fufficiently difperfed, thefe hiftories have perifhed. 


NOTE [K], p 274. 

IR ‘Thomas More, who has been followed, or rather tran- 
fcribed, by all the hiftorians of this fhort reign, fays, 
that Jane Shore had fallen into connexions with lord Haftings ; 
and this account agrees beft with the courfe of the events: 
But in a proclamation of Richard’s, to be found in Rymer, 
vol. xii. p, 204, the marquis of Dorfet is reproached with 
thefe connexions. This reproach, however, might have been 
invented by Richard, or founded only on popular rumour ; 
and is not fufficient to overbalance the authority of Sir Tho- 
mas More. The proclamation is remarkable for the hypo- 
critical purity of manners affeéted by Richard : This bloody 
and treacherous tyrant upbraids the marquis and others, with 

their gallantries and intrigues as the mot terrible enormities. 


NOT E-[L], p. 297. 
VERY one that has pernfed the ancient monkith writers, 
knows, that, however barbarous their own ftyle, they are 
fall of allufions to the Latin ‘claffics, efpecially the poets. 
Ge 3 ‘There 


° 
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There feems alfo in thofe middle ages tohave remained many 
ancient books, that are now loft. “Malmefbury, who flourifh- 
ed in the reign of Henry I, and king Stephen, quotes Livy’s 
defeription of Cefar’s paflage over the Rubicon. Fitz-Ste- 
phen, who lived in the reign of Henry II. alludes to a pafiage 
in the larger hiftory of Salluft. In the colletion of letters, 
which paffes under the name of Thomas a Becket, we fee how 
familiar all the ancient hiftory and ancient books were to the 
more ingenious and more dignified churchmen of that time, and 
confequently how much that order of men muft have furpafied 
all the other members of the fociety. That prelate and his 
friends call each other Philofophers in all the courfe of their 
correfpondence, and confider the reft of the world as fank 
in total ignorance and barbarifm. 


NOTE [M], p. 383. 


TOWE, Baker, Speed, Biondi, Hollingfhed, Bacon. 
Some late writers, particularly Mr, Carte, have doubted 
whether Perkin was an impoftor, and have even afferted him 
to be the true Plantagenet. But to refute this opi 


need only reflect on the following particulars: (1.) 
& FE 

the circumftances of the wars between the two rofes be in 

neral involved in great obfcurity, yet is there a m 


ray thrown on ali the tranfactions, during the 1 


Richard, and the murder of the two young princes, 


narrative of Sir Thomas More, whofe fingul 


iar mz 


probity, and judgment make him an evidence beyond all ex- 


/ 


tan, 


ception: No hiftorian, either of ancient or modern ‘times, 


can poffibly have more weight: He may alfo be jufily efteem- 
3 = “4 ; 3 cr 4 
€a a contemporary with regard to the murder of the two 


princes: tor though he was but five years of age when that 


event happened, he jived and was educated among the chief 
actors during the period of Richard: 


{nd it is plain, from 
his narrative itfelf, which is often 


extremely circumftantia al, 
that he had the particulars from the eye-witneffes the mfelves : 
His authority, therefore, is irrefif 

balance a handre 
For in reality, his 


ible ; and fuflicient to over- 
little doubts and feruples and 7eQ 


narrative is liable to no folid objection, 
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gor is there any miftake dete&ed in it. He fays indeed, 
that the prote<tor’s partizans, particularly Dr. Shaw, »{pread 
abroad rumours of Edward IV’s pre-contrac& with Eliza- 
beth Lucy; whereas it now appears from record, that the 
parliament. afterwards declared the king’s children. illegiti- 
mate, on pretence of his pre-contract with lady Eleanor Tal- 
bot. But it muft be remarked, that neither of thefe pre- 
contraéts -was ever fo much as attempted to be proved > And 
why might not the protector’s flatterers and«parttizans have 
made ufe fometimes of one falfe ramour, fometimes of ano- 
ther? Sir Thomas More mentions the one rumour as well as 
the other, and treats them both lightly, as they deferved. 
It is alfo thought incredible by Mr. Carte, that Dr, Shaw 
fhould have been encouraged by Richard to calumniate openly 
his mother, the dutchefs of York, with whom that prince 
lived on good terms. But if there be any difficulty in this 
fuppofition, we need only fuppofe, that Dr. Shaw might have 
concerted in general his fermon with the protector or his 
minifters, and yet have chofen himfelf the particular topics, 
and chofen them very foolifhly. This appears indeed to have 
been the cafe by the difgrace, into which he fell afterwards, 
and by the protettor’s neglect of him. {z) If Sir Thomas’s 

; 


quality of contemporary be difputed with regard to the duk 


e 
of Glocefter’s proteétorate, 1t cannot poflibly be difputed 


with regard to Perkin’s impofture: He was then aman, an 

had a full opportunity of knowing and examining and judg- 
ing of the trath. In afferting that the duke of York was 
murdered by his uncle, he certainly afferts, in the moft exprefs 
terms, that Perkin, who perfonated him, was an impoftor. 
(3) There is another great genius who has carefully treated 
this point of hiftory ; fo great.a genius as to be efteemed with 
juftice one of the chief ornaments of the nation, and indeed 
one of the moft fublime writers that any age or nation has 
produced. Itis | rd Bacon I mean, who has related at full 
length, and without the leaft doubt or hefitation, all the im- 
poftures of Perkin Warbeck. If it be objected, that lord 
Bacon was no contemporary, and that we have the fame ma- 
terials, as he, wpon which to form our judgment it mutt be 


Gg 4 remarked, 


Seeeice: 


eerie 
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remarked, that lord Bacon plainly compofed his elaborate 
and exact hiftory from many records and papers which are 
now loft, and that confequently, he is always to be cited as 
an original hiftorian. lt were very ftrange, if Mr. Carte’s 
opinion were juft, that, among all the papers, which lord 
Bacon perufed, he never found any reafon to fufpec Perkin 
to be the true Plantagenet. ‘There was at that time no intereft 
in defaming Richard III. Bacon befides is a very unbiaffed 


wife partial to Henry: We know the detail of 
that prince’s oppreflive government from him alone, Jt may 
only be thought, that, in fumming up his character, he has 
laid the colours of blame more faintly than the very facts, 
he mentions, feem to require. Let me remark in paffing, 

as a fingularity, how much Englifh hiftory has been beholden 
to four great men, who have pofleffed the higheft dignity in 
the law, More, Bacon, Clarendon, and Whitlocke. (4) But 
if contemporary evidence be fo much fought after, there may 
in this cafe be produced the ftrongeft and moft undeniable in 
the world. The queen-dowager, her fon the marquis of 
Dorfet, a man of excellent underftanding, Sir Edward Wood_ 

ville, her brother, Sir Thomas St. Leger, who had married 
the king’s fifter, Sir John Bourchier, Sir Robert Willoughby, 
Sir Giles Dau! Snehs Sir Thomas Arundel, the Courtneys, the 
Cheyneys, the Talbots, the Stanleys, and ina word, all the 
partizans of the houfe of York, that is, the men of chief 
dignity in the nation; all thefe great perfons were fo affured 
of the murder of the two princes, that they applied to the 
earl of Richmond, the mortal enemy of their party and fa- 
me they eaictiad to fet him on the throne, which muft 
have been utter ruin to them, if the princes were ae and 
they ftipulated to marry him to the princefs Elizabeth, as 
heir to the crown, who in that cafe was no heir at all. Had 
each of thofe perfons written the memoirs of his own times, 
would he not have faid, that Richard murdered his nephews ? 
Or is their pen a better declaration, than their a€tions, of 
their real fentiments ? (5s) But we have another contem- 
porary authority ftill better than even thefe great perfons, fo 
much interefted to know the truth: It is that of Richard him- 
felf: He proje&ted-to marry his niece, a very unufual alliance 
in 


es 
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in Encland, in order to unite her title with his own. He 
knew therefore her title to be good: For as to the declaration 
of her illegitimacy, as it went upon no proof, or even pretence 
of proof, it was always regarded with the utmoft contempt 
by the nation, and was confidered as one of thofe parlia- 
mentary tranfactions, fo frequent in that period, which were 
fcandalous in themfelves, and had no manner of authority. 
It was even fo much defpifed as not to be reverfed by par- 
liament, after Henry and Elizabeth were on the throne. 
(6) We have alfo, as contemporary evidence, the univerfal 
eftablifhed opinion of the age, both abroad and at home. 
This point was regarded as fo uncontroverted, that when 
Richard notified his acceffion to the court of France, that 
court was ftruck with horror at his abominable parricide, in 
murdering both his nephews, as Philip de Comines tells us ; 
and this fentiment went to fuch an unufual height, that, as 
ve learn from the fame author, the court would not make the 
leaft reply to him. (7) The fame reafons, which convinced 
that age of the parricide, ftill fubfift, and ought to carry the 
moft undoubted evidence to us ; namely, the very circumftance 
of the fudden difappearance of the princes from the Tower, 
and their appearance no where elfe, Every one faid, they 
have not efcaped from their uncle, for he wiakes no fearch after 
them: He has not conveyed them elfewhere : For it is his bufinefs 
to declare fo, in order to remove the imputation of murder from 
himfelf. He never would needlefsly fubjed ton to the infamy 


and danger: of being efieemed a parricide, without acquiring the 


Jecurity attending -that crime. They were in bis cufledy: He is 


anfwerable for them: If he gives no account of them, as he has 


a plain interéf? in their death, he miuft, by every rule of common 
Jenfe, be regarded as the murderer. His flagrant usurpation, as 
avell as bis other treacherous and cruel actions, makes no better be 
expeéted from him. He could not fay with Cain, that he was not 
his nepheav’s keeper. ‘This reafoning, which was irrefragable 
at the very firit, became every day ftronger, from Richard’s 
continued filence, and the general and total ignorance of the 
place of thefe princes’ abode. Richard’s reign lafted about 
two years beyond this period; and furely, he could not have 

found 
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found a better expedient for difappointing the earl of Rich- 
mond’s projects, as well as juftifying his own character, than 
the producing of his nephews. (8) If it were neceflary, 
amidft this blaze of evidence, to produce proofs, which, in 
any other cafe, would have been regarded as confiderable, and 
would have carried great validity with them, I might mention 
Dighton and Tyrrel’s account of the murder. This laft gen- 
tleman efpecially was not likely to fubje& himfelf to the re- 
proach of fo great a crime, by-an impofture, which, it ap- 
pears, did not acquire him the favour of Henry. (9) The 
duke of York, being a boy of nine years of age, could not 
have made his efcape without the afliftance of fome elder per- 
fons. Would it not have been their chief concern inftantly to 
convey intelligence of fo great an event to his mother, the 
queen-dowager, to his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy, and 
to the other friends of the family. The dutchefs protected 
Simnel ; a project, which, had it been fuccefsful, muft have 
ended in the crowning of Warwic, and the exclufion of the 
duke of York! This, among many other proofs, evinces that 
fhe was ignorant of the efcape of that prince, which is impof- 
fible, had it been real. (10) ‘The total filence with regard to 
the perfons who aided him in his efcape, as alfo with regard 
to the place of his abode during more than eight years, is a 
fufficient proof of the impofture. (11) Perkin’s own account 
of his efcape is incredible and abfurd. He faid, that mur- 
derers were employed by his uncle to kill him and his brother: 


They perpetrated the crime againft hi brother; but took 


is 
compaftion on him, and allowed him to efcape. This account 
$s contained in all the hiftorians of that age. (12) Perkin 
himfelf made a full confeffion of his impofture no lefs than 
three times; once when he furrendered himfelf prifoner, a fe- 
cond time when he was fet in the flocks at Cheapfide and 
Wefiminfter, and a third time, which carries undoubted evi- 
dence, at the foot of the gibbet, on which he was hanged. 
Not the leaft furmife that the confeflion had ever been procur- 
ed by torture: And furely, the laft time he had nothiag far- 
ther to fear. (13) Had not Henry been affured, that Perkin 
was a ridiculous impoftor, difavowed by the whole nation, he 
never would have allowed him to live an hour after he came 

into 
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into his power; much lefs, would he have twice pardoned 
him. His treatment of the innocent earl of Warwic, who in 
reality had no title to the crown, is a fufficient confirmation 
of this reafoning. (14) We know with certainty whenc 
the whole impofture came, namely, from the intrigues of the 
dutchefs of Burgundy : She had before acknowledged and fup- 
ported Lambert Simnel, an avowed impoftor. It is remark- 
able, that Mr. Carte, in order to preferve the weight of the 
dutchefs’s teftimony in favour of Perkin, fupprefles entirely 
this material fact: A ftrong effect of party prejudices, and this 
author’s defire of blackening Henry VII. whofe hereditary 
title to the crown was defective. (15) There never was, at 
that time, any evidence or fhadow of evidence produced, of 


% 


Perkin’s identity with Richard Plantagenet. Richard had dif- 
appeared when near nine years of age, and Perkin did not 
appear till he was a man. Could any one, from his afpect, 
pretend then to be fure of the identity? He had got fome 
ftories concerning Richard’s childhood, and the court of Eng- 
land: But all that it was neceflary fora boy of nine to remark 
or remember was eafily fuggefted to him by the dutchefs of 
Burgundy, or Frion, Henry’s fecretary, or by any body that 
had ever lived at court. Itis true, many perfons of note were 
at firft deceived; but the .difcontents againft Henry’s govern- 
ment, and the general entl hufiafm for the houfe of York, ac- 
count fafficiently for this temporary delufion. Every body’s 
eyes were opened long before Perisin’s death. (46) The cir- 
cumftance of finding the two dead bodies in the reign of 
Yharles II. is not furely indifferent. "They were found in the 
very place, which More, Bacon, and other ancient authors 
had affigned for the place of interment of the young princes : 
The bones correfponded by their fize to the age of the princes = 
The fecret and irregular place of their interment, not being 
in holy ates proves that the boys had been fecretly mur- 
dered: And in the Tower, no boys, but thofe who are very 
nearly related to the crown, can be expofed to fuch a violent 
death: If we compare all thefe circumftances we fhall find, 
that the inference is juft and ftrong, that they" were the bodies 
of Edward the Vth and his brother, the very inference that 


was drawn at the time of the difcovery. 
Since 
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Since the publication of this Hiftory, Mr. Walpole has pub- 
lifbed bis Hiffortc Doubts concerning Richard III. Nothing can 
be a@ fironger proof how ingenious and agreeable that gentleman’s 
pen is, than his being able to make an enquiry concerning a remote 
point of Englifo antiquities, an objed of general converfation. 
The foregcing note has been enlarged on account of that perform= 
ance. 

NOTE [N], p. 397- 

OT. Parl. 3H. VII. n. 17. The preamble is remark- 

~ able, and fhows the ftate of the nation at that time. 
*© The king, our fovereign lord, remembereth, how, by our 
«© unlawful maintainances, giving of liveries, figns and 
“© tokens, retainders by indentures, promifes, oaths, writings, 
*¢ and other embraceries of his fubjects, untrue ee S 
«€ of fheriffs in making pannels, and untrue returns by taking 


<< money, by juries, &c. the policy of this nation is moft 
<6 fubdued.” It muft indeed be confefled, that fuch a ftate 
of the country required great difcretionary power in the fove- 
reign; nor will the fame maxims of government fuit fuch a 
rude people, that may be proper in a more advanced fiage of 
fociety. The abolition of the Star-chamber might have been 
as wife in the age of ete . as its eftablifhment or the en- 
largement of its powers in t f Henry Vil. 
NOTE [QO], p. 400 

HE duke of Northumberland has lately aa a houfe- 

hold bock of an old earl of that family, who lived at 
this time: The author has been favoured with the perufal of 
it; and it contains many curious particulars, which mark the 
manners and way of living in that rude, not to fay barbarous 
age; as well as the prices of commodities. I have extracted 
a few of them. ‘The family confifts of 166 perfons, mafters 
and fervants: Fifty-feven ftrangers are reckoned upon every 
day: On the whole 223. Two-pence halfpenny are {uppofed 
to be the daily expence of each for meat, drink, and firing. 
ney: Suppofing 


This would make a groat of our prefent mo 
provifions between three and four times cheaper, it would be 
equivalent to fourteen-pence : No great fum fora nobleman’s 


‘og 


houfe-keeping ; efpecially confidering, that the chief expence 
of 
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that time, confifted in meat and ees For 


of a family, 
the fum allotted by the earl for his whole annua expence is 
1118 pounds feventeen fhillings and eight-pence ; meat, drink, 
and firing coft 796 pounds eleven fhillings and two-pence, more 
thantwo thirds of the whole: In a modern amily it is not above 
a third, p..157,°158 


> 159. ‘The whole expence of the earl’s 


I 
family is managed with an exaétnefs that is very rigid, and 
feems even fomewhat: niggardly ;-infomuch, that the numbe 
of pieces, which muft be cut) out of every quarter of beef, 
mutton, pork, veal, nay ftock-fifhy and falmon, are deter= 
mined, and muft be entered and-accounted for by the different 
clerks appointed for that purpofe: Ifa fervant is abfent a day, 
his mefs is ftruck off: If he goes on my lord’s bufinefs, board 
wages are allowed bia, € 


ght-pence a day for his journey in 


winter, five-pence in fammer :» When he ftays in any place, 
two-pence a day are allowed him, befide. the maintainance of 
his horfe. Somewhat above’a quarter of wheat is allowed for 
every mouth throughout the year; and the wheat is eftimated 
at five fhillings and eight-pence a quarter.- Two hundred and 
fifty quarters of malt are allowed, at four fhillings a quarter: 
Two hogtheads are'to be made of a quarter; which amounts 
to about a bottle and a third of beer in a day to each perfon, 
p- 4. and the beer will not be very ftrong. One hundred 
and nine fat beeves are to be bought at Allhallow-tide, at 
thirteen fhillings and four-pence a pieces And twenty-four 
lean beeves to be bought at St. Helens at eight fhillings a 
piece: Thefe are to be put into the paftures to feed ; and are 
to ferve from Midfummer to Michaelmas; which is confe- 
quently the only time that the family eats freth beef: During 
all the reft of the year they live‘on falted meat, p.5. One 


hundred and fixty ftard are allowed in a year; 


which feems indeed ; the falt beef, p.-18.-Six 
hundred and forty {even fheep are allowed, at twenty pence a 
piece ; and thefe feem alfo to be all eat falted, except between 
= ammas and way Saleen p- 5. Only twenty-five hogs are 
i y-cight veals at twen- 
ty pence; forty lambs at ten-pence ora fhilling, p. 7. Thefe 


feem to be referved for my Jord’s table, or that of. the upper 
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fervants, called the knights’-table. The other ferrants, as 
nd with 


they eat falted meat, almoft through the whole year, 
few or no vegetables, had a very bad and unhealthy diet: So 
that there cannot be any thing more erroneous, thanthe mag- 
nificent ideas formed of the Roa/? Beef of Old Exglasd. We 
mutt entertain as mean an idea of its cleanlinefs; Orly feven- 
ty ells of linen at eight-pence an ell are annually allowed for 
this great family : No fheets were ufed: This linen was made 
into eight table-cloths for my lord's table; and one table- 
cloth for the knights, p. 16. This laft, I fuppofe, was wathed 
only once a month, Only forty fhillings are allowed for wafh+ 
ing throughout the whole year; and moft of it feems expended 
on the linen belonging to the chapel. The drinking, how- 
ever, was tolerable, viz. ten tun and two hogfheacs of Gafs 
cogny wine, at the rate of four pounds thirteen fhilings and 
four-pence a tun, p. 6. Only ninety-one dozen ¢f candles 
for the whole year, p. 14. ‘The family rofe at fix in she morn- 
ing, dined at ten, and fupped at four in the afternoon: The 
gateswereyall fhut at nine, and no farther ingrefs or egrefs per- 
mitted, p. 314, 318. My lord and lady have fet on their table 
for breakfaft at feven o’clock in the morning a quart of beers 
as much wine; two pieces of {alt fith, fix red-herrings, four 
white ones, or a dith of fprats. In flefh days half 1 chyne of 
mutton, or a chyne of beef boiled, p. 73, 75. Mafs is or- 
dered to be faid at fix o’clock, in order, fays the houfehold- 
book, that all my lord’s feryants may rifeearly, p. 170. Only 
twenty-four fires are allowed, befide the kitchen and hall, and 
moft of thefe have only a peck of coals a day allowed them, 
p- 99. After Lady-day, no fires permitted in the rooms, ex- 
cept half-fires in my lord’s and lady’s, and lord Piercy’s and 
the nurfery, p. tol. Itis to be obferved that my lord kept 
houfe in Yorkfhire, where there is certainly much cold wea 
ther after Lady-day. Eighty chalders of coals at four fhillings 
and. two-pence a chalder, fuffices throughout the whole year ; 
and becaufe coal will not burn without wood, fays the houfe- 
hold-book, fixty-four loads of great wood are alfo allowed, at 
twelve-pence a load, p..22. This is a proof that grates 
were not ther ufed. Here is an article, Jt is avifed that 
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ly for my lord’s own 
capons foall be bought fort 


wo capons to bé bois ht but on 


i Pat 
me{s, and that 


pence a 
in the poultry; and mafter chamberlain and 
the flewards be fed with copons, if there be flrangers fitting aith 
them, p. 102. Pigs are to be bought at three-pence or a groat 
a piece: Geefe at the fame price: Chickens at a halfpenny: 
Hens at two-pence, and only for the abovementioned tables, 
Here is another article. Jem, Ii is thought good that no plovers 
be bought at no feafon but only in Chrifimas and principal frafts, 
and my lord to be ferved therewith and his board-end, and none 
other, and to be bought for a penny-a piece, or a penny balfpenny at 
mof?, p. 103. Woodcocks are tobe bought at the fame price. 
Partridges at two-pence;_ p. 104,'105. Pheafants, a fhilling ; 
peacocks the fame, p.- 106. My lord keeps only twenty- 
feven horfes in his ftable at his own charge: His upper fer- 
vants have allowance for maintaining their own horfes, p- 126. 
'Thefe horfes are, fix gentle horfes, as they are called, at hay and 
hard meat throughout the whole year, four palfreys, three hob- 
bies and nags, three {umpter horfes, fix horfes for thofe fervants 
to whom my lord furnifhes a horfe, two fumpter horfes more, 
and three mill horfes, two for carrying the corn and one for 
grinding it; whence we may infer that mills, either water or 
wind-mills, were then unknown: Befides thefe, there are feven 
great trotting horfes for the chariot or waggon. He allows a 
peck of oats. a day, befides loaves made of beans, for his princi- 
pal horfes ; the oats at twenty-pence, the beans at two fhillings 
a quarter. The load of hay is at two fhillings and eight-pence. 
When my lord is on a journey, he carries thirty-fix horfemen 
along with him; together with bed and other accommodation, 
p-157. Theinns, itfeems, could afford nothing tolerable. My 
lord paffes the year in three cou 


try-feats, all in Yorkthire, 


Wryfel, Leckenfield, and Tc as furniture only 


n, beds, tables, 


chairs, kitchen utenfils, all which, we may conclude, were 


for one: He carries every thing 


7 


> 
fo coarfe, that they could not be fpoilt by the carriage: Yet 
ron fuftices for the whole, p. 
One cart fuffices for all his kitchen utenfils, cooks beds, &c. 


feventeen carts and one wag 
p’388. One remarkable circumftance is, that he has eleven 
priefts in his houfe, befides feventeen perfons, chanters, mu- 

iicians, 
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ficians, &c. belonging to his chapel: Yet he has only two 
cooks for a family of 223 perfons, p. 325 *, Their meals 
were certainly dreffed in the flovenly manner of a fhip’s coms 
pany. It is amufing to obferve the pompous and even royal 
ftyle affumed by this Tartar chief: He does not give any or- 
ders, though only for the right making of muftard; but it is in- 
troduced with this preamble, It feemeth good tous and aur council. 


If we confider the magnificent and elegant manner in which 


the Venetian and other Italian noblemen then lived, with the 
progrefs made by the Italians in literature and the fine arts, we 
fhall not wonder that they confidered the ultramountaine nations 
as barbarous. ‘The Flemifh alfo feem to have much excelled 
the Englith and even the French. Yet the earl is fometimes 
not deficient in generofity: He pays for inftance, an annual 
penfion of a groat a year to my lady of Walfingham, for her 
sntereft in Heaven ; the fame fum to the holy blood at Hales, 
p-.337- -No mention is any where made of plate ; but only of 
the hiring of pewter veffels. The fervants feem all to have 
bought their own cloaths from their wages. 


* In another place, mention is made of four cooks, p- 383. But I fup- 
P P 3 P 


pofe, that the two fervants, called in p. 325, groom of the larder and child 
of the fcullery, are in p. 388, comprehended in the number of cooks. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 


ave 


wt 


McGILL UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 


During the session, (the 
| Library is open from 9 a. m. 
= till 6-p. m., and from 7.30 
till 10.30 p. m. 
On Saturdays the 
\ Library closes at 
\ 5 p.m. 
\ During vacations. 
\the Library closes 
at 5 p. m. and 
on Saturdays at 
I p.m. 
/ » Reference books 
/ may be borrowed 
/only over night. 
They must bereturned 
by 9 o’clock the follow- 
7 ing morning. 
| 


Acme Lébrary Card Pocket 
Under Pat. “Ref. Index File” 
Made by LIBRARY BUREAU, Boston 


DO NOT REMOVE THE CARD 
FROM THIS POCKET 


ide) 
rik d 
S-$2: 
ae 


